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Believing in Him, Offering to Him 

 Today I’ll share how to make a thoughtful decision about giving.  I’m especially referring to our 

support of the church’s ministries we gather during the offering time at worship services.   

 You may be familiar with the practice of passing the plate in church, or that Christians are     

encouraged to set aside a percentage of their income for the Lord.  There is a reason these practices still      

happen: it gives everyone an opportunity to put their resources into play for an important task. 

 The work we do is a spiritual work.  It is as significant as the work of a food pantry or a group 

that serves veterans of war.  It is as important as the jobs we go to during the week.  The spiritual work 

that happens at church is gathering believers around our God in prayer, humility, and a willingness to be 

a follower of the Lord Jesus. 

 It’s quite moving to recall how the Christian faith has survived all these years.  The Gospel    

(the good news of forgiveness and salvation through Jesus’ death and resurrection) is spoken of and 

passed on through acts of mercy by just a few in every generation… and that has been sufficient.   

 It leads you to believe there’s something else at work, Someone Else preserving the church.        

I dearly love hearing the hymn that prays, “Preserve your word, O Savior, to us this latter day; and let 

Your kingdom flourish, enlarge your church, we pray.  O keep our faith from failing, keep hope’s bright 

star aglow; let nothing from truth turn us, while living here below.”  

 God’s Word is taught, received, and considered in the ministries we carry out, most noticeably 

in church.  We receive something of substance in the readings, liturgy, sacraments, prayers, and hymns.  

These all seem to be directing our faith to rest in Jesus Christ.   

 Throughout the week the church brings spiritual care in word and deed through our groups,     

our preschool, and by our pastors and people interacting in society.  This is evangelism; that is, helping 

others to consider Jesus Christ, even helping them consider praying for grace and salvation. 

 So by what means do we accomplish this evangelism?  With the help of the Holy Spirit, we 

make decisions how to use all we have in a meaningful way during this short life. 

 Choosing to give any portion of your income is an indication of your desire to bless the Lord 

and others.  You feel grateful for your life, and believe our Lord has been patient with you.  You arrive 

at worship with a gift in hand as an offering, so it may serve the Lord’s purpose.  

 When giving becomes a pattern, instead of a hurried guilt offering, it becomes a practice in 

which you look forward to that time in worship.  With a prayer, you place your gift in the plate knowing 

our Lord has become a priority in your life.  You have made a decision to help the name of Jesus be 

known in this generation among children, youth and adults. 

 I pray that you are blessed, full of faith and joy, in all your giving to the Lord. 

 Yours in Christ, Pastor Otto 



Altar Guild                                                                                                   
 The Altar Guild members will meet on Saturday, February 8 at 10 a.m. in the Library.  We will 

finalize plans for the upcoming Lent season and make preparations for Ash Wednesday.  We had a    

successful onboarding of 4 new members during the last few months and will continue to seek out new 

members during 2020.  If you're interested in serving on the Altar Guild, please contact Deb Langsdale, 

Pastor Otto, or attend one of our meetings on the second Saturday of each month!                                                                                                     

  Classics Gathering                                                                                        
 Classics will meet for a Soup and Bingo Luncheon Feb. 6.  Please bring a favorite soup, side 

dish or dessert.  After lunch, we’ll play Bingo.  So that we have a prize for everyone, please also bring a 

food item (up to $5.00) or a White Elephant item.  We’ll also have a Special prize or two.  So come and 

enjoy the food and fellowship, Thursday, February 6 at 11:30 in the Family Life Center.                                                                                     

    LWML Women in Mission                                                                          
 Our LWML Quarterly Program will be Sunday, February 23 at 2:00 p.m. in the St. Matthew 

Family Life Center.  All women of St. Matthew are cordially invited to a special program featuring   

Karen Averitt, former St. Matthew member and author.  Karen Kuhlmann Averitt is a writer, wife, 

mother, and LCMS pastor’s daughter. She is also, perhaps more significantly, the daughter of a pastor’s 

wife. Karen’s book, I Don’t Want to Have the Prayer: A Messy Pastor’s Kid Does Her Memory Work, 

recalls with humor and warmth her parsonage upbringing, her loving, quirky family, and the highs and 

lows of being a “PK.” She hopes that readers of her book find hope and rest in Jesus – Who has taken 

our messy lives and made us clean.  Karen lives in Lee’s Summit, Missouri, with her husband, their 

teenage son, and two incredibly pampered dogs. When she isn’t writing, reading, binging Netflix, or 

planning her next trip, Karen avoids cooking and cleaning.  Schedule for the day is 2:00 Refreshments 

and time to visit, 2:30 Program and a brief business meeting after speaker. 

      LWML Mites Mission Grant                                                                                                                   

 We are collecting mites (donations) this month for the Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus 

$100,000 Grant.  Guatemalans have very limited access to health care. In order to reach isolated villages 

with God’s physical and spiritual healing, LCMS partner churches need the right tool.  Once the funds 

from the LWML grant are received, a bus will be purchased and retrofitted with medical and Bible 

school equipment which will enable the teams to share the healing love of Jesus both physically and 

spiritually. While the physicians tend to the physical needs of their patients, the ministers and lay leaders 

will go into the villages and set up Bible classes, VBS, and worship services for the spiritual needs of 

the patients — all because of one bus.  Drop donations in the cardboard LWML boxes at church.      

      Lydia Circle                                                                                                  
 We met January 9 with a small but mighty attendance.  Pastor Otto presented a wonderful Bible 

study on baptism.  Normally we meet the second Thursday of the month at 12:30 pm.  We are going to 

deviate from that time at our Valentine lunch on February 13 at 12:00 noon.  It will be potluck—often 

members bring some type of salad.  We invite all ladies of St Matthew.  If you’re a guest you do not 

need to bring anything, just yourself.            

     Mary Martha Circle                                                                                                                                          

 Mary Martha Circle met on Tuesday January 28. We put together care packages for our “away 

from home” college students. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 25 at 7:00 in the Family 

Life Center.  Marjorie Morse will serve as hostess and give the devotion. If you are interested in joining 

our group, please come to our meeting or call Christy Chambers at 816-560-7065.  

 



      “Soaper Bowl” Collection — Mission Committee Collection                                                                                               
 The Mission Committee is collecting laundry detergents, dish detergents, fabric softeners and all 

purpose cleaning products during the weekends of Jan. 25-26 and Feb. 1-2.  Items will be donated to 

Immanuel Lutheran Church food pantry in Kansas City.  Please look for the display in the Narthex.  

      Sewing Group                                                                                               
 The St. Matthew Sewing Group will meet on February 10 and 24 at 12:30 p.m. in the new kitch-

en area. We are in need of new members to help with our many projects this year.  You don't need 

to know how to sew — we also need cutters, stuffers, etc.  If you would rather work from your home, 

we can provide kits for you to take with you.  The group meets the second and fourth Mondays of each 

month.  If interested, please contact Linda Patterson at 816-820-4464 (lfpatters@gmail.com) or Marilyn 

Heineman at 524-2369.        

 Food Pantry Collection                                                                                                   
 The Mission Board continues to collect items for the food pantry at Lee’s Summit North High 

School.  Any contribution, monetary gift, or gift card is greatly appreciated.  A copy of the food list 

and a display of food items are located in the Narthex, including: canned corn/peas/green beans, 

canned beans, canned fruit or applesauce, pasta sauce (plastic jars or cans), Pasta, canned chicken or 

tuna, tuna/chicken helper, pancake mix (small package), syrup, instant oatmeal (individual packages), 

Pop Tarts, individual cereal boxes, granola or protein bars, soup, mac-n-cheese, peanut butter, jelly. 

 Reminder for Use and Care of the Family Life Center                                

 Any organization or group using the facilities shall be responsible for leaving them as they were 
found or the next day’s use as designated on the request approval.  Facilities left in an untidy 
condition or where additional custodial work and/or maintenance is required, may jeopardize 
future use of the facilities. 

 When classrooms or other rooms are used, supplies, worship items or other equipment should 

not be disturbed and the room should be left as it was found.   

 Lights should be turned off when leaving and, if applicable, thermostats returned to the setting 

that they were found. 

  All building doors should be locked and secured upon leaving.                                                        

 Church Security Changes                                                                                                   

 To improve security, the on-duty Elders are now locking all exterior doors to the church fifteen 

minutes following the start of a worship service.  Should you arrive late to a worship service and find 

the doors locked, you can request entry into the church by pushing the “Call Button” located on the left 

side of the Narthex exterior doors.  The on-duty Elder will then unlock the door for you.  Thank you for 

your cooperation and understanding as we seek to improve church security.    

 Church Worker Study Grants                                                                   

 LWML MO District church workers study grant applications are now available on-line at 

www.missourilwml.org (under “Forms/Scholarships & Grants).  The deadline for complete application 

is April 15, 2020.  Contact the Study Grant Chairman, Edie Turner, at lwmlmostudygrant@yahoo.com 

or call her at 314-846-4870 for further information.                                                                    
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February 2020 Newsletter  

We continue to pray to the 

Lord of the harvest, asking 

Him to prepare the heart of 

one who could serve            

the people of St. Matthew as 

a Director of Family Life.  

Lord Jesus, hear us pray.  Bless 

our congregation with ears to 

hear Your Word, and faith to 

receive every good promise.  

Amen. 

 

      Calendar Helps —  Planning Your Prayer, Worship, and Gathering 

Many of you add dates for the upcoming year in your calendar (phone, computer, or paper).   
 
The following are WORSHIP EVENTS you may wish to add: 
 
Feb 26   Ash Wednesday  (4 & 7:30 pm) 
Wed Services Mar. 4-Apr. 1  (4 & 7:30 pm) 
Apr 5   Palm Sunday  (5,8,10:45) 
Apr 9   Maundy Thursday  (7 pm) 
Apr 10  Good Friday  (12 & 7 pm) 
Apr 12  Easter  (7:30, 10:45 am, Breakfast) 
May 21 Ascension Day  (Thurs 7 pm) 
 
The following are GATHERINGS you may wish to add: 
 
Mar 8  Artist Kelly Schumaker speaks in Sunday Bible Class at 9:30.  Christian art in history and now.   
            All invited for Pizza lunch at noon.  Kelly leads an art class at 1:00 for children, youth, & adults 
Mar 15  Church Breakfast   9-10:30 w/Our Redeemer speaker 
Apr 12  Church Breakfast   9-10:30 for Easter 
May 7  LHS Bell Choir Concert here  (7 pm) 
May 10 Church Breakfast   9-10:30 for Mother’s Day 
Dec 13  Annual Voters Meeting  (9:30 am) 
 

 

Oct 25  Reformation Day  (5,8,10:45) 
Nov 1  All Saints Day  (5,8,10:45) 
Nov 26 Thanksgiving Day  (9 am) 
Wed Services Dec. 2-16  (4 & 7:30 pm) 
Dec 24  Christmas Eve  (4 & 6 pm) 
Dec 25  Christmas Day  (9 am) 


