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Pastor’s Message                 Rev. Steven Andrews Jr. 
No Room for Them in the Kateluma 

 So much of our understanding of the Christmas story today is based around the translation of 

one little English word—our nativity scenes we display in our homes and in our churches; our children’s 

Christmas programs going back several centuries; the depictions of the birth of Jesus in books, movies, 

paintings, even sermons—all “because there was no place for them in the inn,” – Luke 2:7. 

 It’s that little word “inn.”  So much of our picture of the birth of Jesus comes from that single 

word alone.  The idea that there wasn’t space at the local hotel, there was no where they could go, no 

one who would help, until finally someone allowed them to make use of their stable, be it a standalone 

shed or cave, wherever they housed their animals.  We’ve been translating the word that way since the 

King James Version debuted a common English Biblical text way back in the 17th century. 

 The word “inn” in English only appears one other time in the ESV text we use together in the 

LCMS.  That would be in Luke 10:34, as Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan.  He stopped, 

helped the man who was near death, and brought him to an inn for care.  The very next verse is the 

only appearance of an “innkeeper” in all of Scripture! 

 The trouble is, even though it’s still Luke’s writing, Luke 2:7 and 10:34 don’t use the same 

Greek word.  Luke 10:34 is a pandoceion (pan-da-kay-on). But Luke 2:7 was a kataluma (ka-ta-loo-ma).  

And this kataluma from Luke 2 does appear elsewhere in the New Testament!  Both Mark (14:14) and 

Luke (22:11) use the word during Jesus’ time in Jerusalem for Holy Week.   

 As Jesus instructs His disciples to find a place for them to celebrate the Passover together, He 

says, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him 

into the house that he enters and tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the 

guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’”  Here, every single English translation 

translates kataluma as something along the lines of guestroom, guest-chamber, room, etc.  Only a 

handful of English translation (the new NIV, CSB, ISV, and YLT) translate Luke 2:7 that way! 

 Dr. Kenneth Bailey, the late author of “Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes,” spent a significant 

part of his life exploring and studying the cultures of the Middle East, both present day and past.  He 

wrote and interviewed on this topic numerous times in his latter years, and provides some great        

insight.  Hear him describe the construction of a typical home for that region and time:  

 If, then, “no room for them in the inn” should really be translated “no room for them in 
 the guest room,” what then of the manger?  To answer this question, it is necessary to observe 
 the construction of Palestinian traditional one-room homes. Such buildings are “split-level” 
 homes. There is a small, lower level for the animals at one end. About 80 percent of the one 
 room is a raised terrace on which the family cooks, eats and lives.  The two levels are connect
 ed by a short set of stairs. Into the lower level the family cow, donkey and a few sheep are 
 brought each night. In the morning, these animals are taken out into a courtyard, the area is 
 cleaned and the house is ready for the day.  - https://pres-outlook.org/2006/12/the-manger-
 and-the-inn-a-middle-eastern-view-of-the-birth-story-of-jesus/                        (continued >>) 
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 Animals were actually brought 

into the family home at night for a couple 

of reasons: a theft deterrent, and also so 

their body heat helped warm the house 

through the night.  And, so those animals 

weren’t accidentally stepping on their 

owners, they stayed on ground/entrance 

level, while the owners slept on a landing 

just a few feet above ground level.  This 

was the family room of the home.  And, 

in hopes of not being awoken by animals 

begging for food, the homeowner would 

fill a couple of mangers which were often 

carved into the floor at the edge of the landing, so the animals could graze during the night.  This pic-

ture of an ancient home helps us understand Jephthah’s tragic vow in Judges 11:29-40. I found a nice 

Lego picture built by a father and son over at https://jacobhosanna.wordpress.com/2010/12/10/a-

different-nativity-scene/ 

 While we’re at it, Luke 2:6 says, “And while they were there, the time came for her to give 

birth.”  There’s no rush.  Luke doesn’t give us the hurried and frantic picture of Joseph and Mary    

banging on every door in town desperately seeking help because Mary was in labor.  Instead, Luke 

simply says that while they were staying in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to deliver the Child.  

There’s also no mention of the famous donkey that carried Mary all the way to Bethlehem. 

 Why is Pastor destroying Christmas?!  Well, I hope that’s not what you’re thinking, anyway!  

There are actually several reasons I wanted to share this.  First, people do ask me questions about this 

pretty much every year at Christmas time.  Second, it is good for us as God’s people to know His Word, 

and to continue learning, and being challenged by what we learn as we are growing in our faith.   

 Third, the birth of Jesus is a real historical event that occurred in a real village at a real moment 

in time.  Joseph had relatives, however distant, living in Bethlehem.  Can you imagine his family turning 

him away as his wife labored?  Hardly!  Because of the calling of the census, many people had come to 

the small town of Bethlehem and had already filled all the guest rooms.  One family, we may never 

know who, offered to bring Joseph and Mary right into their own living room, cramped as it may be.  

Seeing this Biblical and cultural picture of the event makes it all the less grand.  There’s no rush.  

There’s no special attention.  It simply was a normal thing that occurred.  No one noticed.  The birth of 

the King of all creation came, and went, and had the angels not told the shepherds, had the star and 

prophecies not led the Magi, the entire world would’ve been none the wiser. 

 The point of Christmas isn’t inns or guest rooms, stables or living rooms, or anything else that 

our nativity scenes may display, save one.  Jesus.  God Himself, took on flesh, was born of a virgin who 

had never known a man, and was born in such a way that the world couldn’t have cared less.  But He 

still came.  He still came to do just what the angels told Mary nine months prior: “You shall call His 

name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” – Matthew 1:21.  So, keep your nativity set,     

or build a new one.  As long as it points you to Christ coming for you, that’s what truly matters! 
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Altar Guild                                                                                                  
 Thank you all for your help during the Advent season and Christmas!  Great teamwork!!  We 

will meet on Saturday, January 11 at 8:30 a.m. to take down the Christmas decorations followed by a 

brief meeting to review our 2020 planning.   

  Classics Gathering — No Classics in January                                                                                    
 Our (pre) Christmas Classics featured wonderful music from The Sounds of Summit from Lee’s 

Summit High School, along with great food and fellowship from all our Classics friends.  Thanks to 

Glenn & Lois Lorei and Joan & John Sulack for hosting.  We’re taking a Holiday Break, so there will 

be No Classics in January.  We’ll pick up again in February.  

    LWML Women in Mission                                                                       
 Approximately fifty attended the Christmas Vespers and Party in early December.  Attendees 

enjoyed fellowship, music by Craig Elwell and Jim Haney, and nourishment for the body and the 

soul.  The offering totaled $325 and will be donated to Lutheran Bible Translators headquartered in 

Concordia, MO. 

 The Cookie/Candy Sale was held December 14 and 15 and brought in $845.  Ten percent of the 

proceeds will be used to support Mission Grants and the balance will provide St. Matthew Preschool 

Scholarships (tuition assistance).  Thank you to all who bought and brought cookies and candy. 

 The St. Matthew LWML Society Board meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 13 at 6:30 

p.m.  The next quarterly society meeting will be Sunday, February 23 beginning at 2:00 p.m. All women 

of the congregation are cordially invited to attend the Sunday gathering. 

      LWML Mites Mission Grant                                                                                                                   

 This month we highlight the LWML mites grant for Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT).  There 

are over 170 million people who speak more than 1,500 languages who have NEVER read the Bible in 

their native dialect. Bible translation is absolutely foundational to the mission of the church.  LBT iden-

tifies regions in need of translations and assists local church leaders in making it possible. This grant 

will pay for one year of a four-year training program for pastors and church leaders in Tanzania, Ethio-

pia, and elsewhere to be directly involved in translating God’s Word for their people. With your prayers 

and mite donations, this vital ministry will share the Gospel of Jesus in the language of the people.                                                                                                           

      Lydia Circle                                                                                              
 We did not have a meeting in December because of the women’s Vesper service and pot-

luck.  Everyone has kept busy, though, baking cookies for LUMA and also for the annual Cookie/Candy 

sale on December 14 and 15, which brought in $845.  We had a lot of goodies!   

      Mary Martha Circle                                                                                                                                          

 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 28 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Eunice 

Brown will serve as hostess and give the devotion. We would love to see new ladies who are interested 

in joining our group! You can contact Christy Chambers if you have any questions at (816) 560-7065.                                                                                                                 

CARE PACKAGES -- Each year at our January meeting, Mary Martha LWML Circle sends 

out care packages to our "away from home" college students.  If you have a child who meets 

this criteria, we would be pleased if you would give us their address so that we may send them 

a package.  You can either leave a note with the address in the Bechel Mail Box or e-mail the 

address to Patty Bechel at patfrank1408@gmail.com or text her at 816-405-2842.  If you would 

like to contribute something to send to the students, there will be approximately 20 individu-

als.  Please leave the items in the new kitchen labeled “Care Packages”.  Thank you! 
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      Sewing Group                                                                                               
 The St. Matthew Sewing Group will meet on January 14 and 28 at 12:30 p.m. in the new kitch-

en area. We are in need of new members to help with our many projects this year.  You don't need to 

know how to sew — we also need cutters, stuffers, etc.  If you would rather work from your home, we 

can provide kits for you to take with you.  The group meets the second and fourth Mondays of each 

month.  If interested, please contact Linda Patterson at 816-820-4464 (lfpatters@gmail.com) or Marilyn 

Heineman at 524-2369.        

 Food Pantry Collection                                                                                                   
 The Mission Board continues to collect items for the food pantry at Lee’s Summit North High 

School.  Any contribution, monetary gift, or gift card is greatly appreciated.  A copy of the food list 

and a display of food items are located in the Narthex, including: canned corn/peas/green beans, 

canned beans, canned fruit or applesauce, pasta sauce (plastic jars or cans), Pasta, canned chicken or 

tuna, tuna/chicken helper, pancake mix (small package), syrup, instant oatmeal (individual packages), 

Pop Tarts, individual cereal boxes, granola or protein bars, soup, mac-n-cheese, peanut butter, jelly.

       

 Reminder for Use and Care of the Family Life Center                                

 Any organization or group using the facilities shall be responsible for leaving them as they were 
found or the next day’s use as designated on the request approval.  Facilities left in an untidy condi-
tion or where additional custodial work and/or maintenance is required, may jeopardize future use of 
the facilities. 

 When classrooms or other rooms are used, supplies, worship items or other equipment should not be 

disturbed and the room should be left as it was found.   

  Lights should be turned off when leaving and, if applicable, thermostats returned to the setting that 

they were found. 

  All building doors should be locked and secured upon leaving. 
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      Stewardship—Seek and Ye Shall Find                                                                                                                                

 Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, is teaching those who follow Him that worrying about the 

necessities of life is idolatry: worshipping a false god. This is because worry and anxiety show what we 

care about. Our anxiety reveals what we love and to what we’re devoted. It reveals what we trust in. 

 This is why our Lord begins this section with an overarching principle: “No one can serve two 

masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 

 But you say: “I must eat and drink. I must have clothing to wear and have a home in which to 

dwell.” Yes, all these things you need. And Jesus says that your Father in heaven will ensure that you 

have them. He demonstrates this with a simple argument. 

 Your Father in heaven feeds the birds of the air, who neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into 

barns. He clothes the lilies of the field, who neither toil nor spin but are arrayed more luxuriously than 

Solomon in all his glory. If, then, your Father in heaven feeds the birds and clothes the lilies, how will 

He not also feed and clothe you when you are worth more than they are? 

 For you know that you are worth more than them. You are worth infinitely more. You are worth 

the price of the eternal Son of God. Did the Son of God come down from heaven and become a lily? Did 

he descend and take on the form of a bird? No!  

 He came down from heaven and became a man: flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone. He is 

one of us, our brother. And what did He do when He became flesh to dwell among us? He gave His ho-

ly, precious blood and His innocent suffering and death, that you might be His own and live under Him 

in His kingdom forever. 

 God became man in Christ Jesus. He lived the life we failed to live, and He died the death we 

deserve because of it. He was raised again on the third day to overcome sin and death … for us. He was 

crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification. So, if your Father in heaven has given 

His Son to die for us in order that we might live with Him eternally, how will He not also give us all 

things to support this body and life? 

 To be anxious about the necessities of life, to devote yourself to food and clothing, to care about 

this and find security in it, is to serve another god. It is to deny that you will live forever because Jesus, 

the Son of God is risen from the dead, lives and reigns for all eternity. It is to believe that God – who 

created you, redeemed you by the death and resurrection of His Son, and sanctifies you by His Spirit – 

will not keep His promises of sustaining you in this life. 

 Jesus says this: Seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness. God’s kingdom is His rule 

among us. His rule among us comes when our Father in heaven gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His 

grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. This is what we 

ask God to do for us in the prayer Jesus taught us. 

 Your Father in heaven knows what you need – food and clothing, house and home, etc. – and He 

promises to give it to you. Chief of the things you need is His grace and mercy in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

So, seek after that. Those who seek will find. And all the necessities of life, our Lord says, will be added 

to you. 
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To grow spiritually you must 

put in the time.  You must 

make the time to read your 

Bible and attend worship 

each week.  Receiving the   

Sacrament and hearing 

God’s Word in public are 

the practices of Christians.  

Faith in Christ is not a     

private affair.   

 

      Study The Gospel of Matthew Sunday Mornings   

 The pastors will be leading us through The Gospel of Matthew during the winter and spring 

months.  We will study this book of the Bible, the first book of the New Testament, in the Sunday Bible 

Class that meets in the Family Life Center at 9:30 each week.   

 Do you know who Matthew was, aside from recalling he was a tax collector?  Do you know the 

general outline of the Gospel, and what distinguishes his from Mark’s, Luke’s, and John’s Gospels?  We 

will immerse ourselves in this book of the New Testament, studying it as the Word of God, in the hope 

that we will live sanctified lives as Jesus’ disciples. 

 It is a significant step to be a regular attender of Sunday Bible Class.  You are already present 

for a worship service, and by coming to class you are also present to “sit at the feet of Jesus and listen” 

like Mary.  We read and study God’s Word so that we may live by it.  Recall the well-loved passage 

from Psalm 119:105, “Thy Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 

 Would you consider starting to come to Sunday Bible Class?  It may be one ingredient (among 

several) that will help you feel like you are growing as a Christian.   

      Yours in Christ,  Pastor Otto 

      St. Matthew Prayer Partners                                                                                        

 Do you have a prayer request?  Are you interested in being on our e-mail list notifying you of   

prayers of the congregation?  Contact Carrol McAllister at cammac2@swbell.net or 816-763-4535.   
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