
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of December 1st, 2019 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Everyone! 
 

COLOR CHANGE:  Notice that the different colors of the altar and the stoles (the sash that the pastors 

wear over their albs/robes) changed!  The colors help us mark the time of the church year. We have 

switched to blue in observance of a new church year. Advent, a preparatory time of waiting and 

watching, communicates the message of hope.  What are we waiting for?  For Jesus to come!  As a 

baby, and in His second coming to take us home with Him. Our Christian faith rests on the hope that 

Christ, who came in history assuming our flesh, will also return on the last day of time from that same 

blue sky He ascended long ago. 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

The Gift of Hope and Encouragement: As we interact with people in our daily lives we run into 
people that are hurting, even at Christmas time.  In fact, for some, Christmas time magnifies the hurt 
they have inside.  Hurting people need a friend!  They have a friend in you and need to be told or 
reminded that they have an eternal friend in Jesus!  Be present in their lives!  One way to be present is 
to say this next time you see them, “I am sorry that Christmas is a hard time of year for you – I want 
you to know I am here for you.  Also, I would like to bring you with me to my church’s service where 
we can hear together about the hope and encouragement we have in Jesus.  Let this be my gift to you.”   
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Scripture Readings: Let’s read Genesis 8-14!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions that come up! 
 

-Memory verse: Romans 15:4 – “For whatever was written in former days was written for 
our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope.” 

 

-Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry   LSB 344, also in Lutheran Service Builder  
 

-Psalm: 72 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the 3rd and 4th Commandments on pg. 13-14. 
Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Ten Commandments, pg. 52-57. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://music.cph.org/lutheran-service-builder/free-trial?hsCtaTracking=7ed2816c-d924-4a3b-9dad-fbee0ce5b2d0%7C81f57d99-c266-4243-bc51-7a872b442b92
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
FOR STARTERS: Parents, set out a bowl of M&Ms or some other treat on the table where you are having your 
God Talk. Then make an excuse to leave the room for a minute. Before leaving casually mention to everyone 
not to eat any until you return. Arrange beforehand for another parent or child to eat one. See if other family 
members will then do likewise. Return to discuss: “What happened? Who ate one? Why was it hard to resist 
temptation?” Then have each family member share: “A temptation that is sometimes hard for me to resist is….”  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Read about Joseph as a prisoner in Egypt from Genesis 39.  
 
KEY VERSE: James 4:7 says, Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
 
TALK ABOUT IT: How did Joseph come to be in charge of Potiphar’s house? (Genesis 39:2-3. The Lord was 
with Joseph and made everything he did successful.) What happened to Joseph while he was working in 
Potiphar’s house? (Genesis 39. Potiphar’s wife tempted Joseph to sin but he resisted. Then Potiphar’s wife lied 
about Joseph and Potiphar had him thrown in prison.) When Joseph was in prison, how did God still show His 
love and blessings to him? (Genesis 40. God blessed all that Joseph did there too, and Joseph ended up being 
in charge of the other prisoners.)  
 
What made Joseph choose to do the right thing even when he knew he might go to jail? Do you think it was 
easy for Joseph to choose to do the right thing? Would you do what Joseph did if you knew you would be 
thrown in prison for doing the right thing? Why or why not? What are temptations you fight against? We must 
be faithful to God, even if it’s hard to do. God gives us the faithfulness to obey Him by encouraging us to call 
on the name of Jesus who has defeated temptation and given His life for us.  
 
PRAYER: Pray for God’s help when faced with temptations. Pray to be like Joseph, who ran away from 
temptation. 

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
As a family, create a painting or drawing of a house. Make it bright and colorful. Then write on the picture some 
phrases that describe how your family might be faithful to God. For example “Honor what parents say,” 
“Worship at church,” and “Pray for others.” 


