
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of November 17th, 2019 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Everyone! 
 

Volunteer together!  Volunteer together as a family to help out our community.  Christ set this 

example for us long ago…He came to serve us, not to be served.  Teach your children to be more 

Christ-like in their lives by volunteering, by serving your neighbor. Maybe it’s raking leaves together, 

maybe it’s helping with a food drive, maybe it’s cooking a meal for an older neighbor.  There are a 

bajillion ways to serve…literally, that’s a real number! 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Take the Same Path – Whatever your exercise may be (running, walking, cycling, walking the dog, 
etc.), follow the same path on a regular basis.  Get to know the people and families on that route.  Even 
just the simple greeting can open up new conversations. 
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Scripture Readings: Let’s read Proverbs 29-31 and a few chapters of your choosing!  Feel free to ask your 
pastor any questions that come up! 

 

-Memory verse: Colossians 1:13-14 – “13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.” 

 

-Hymn: I Know that My Redeemer Lives* LSB 508, also in Lutheran Service Builder (*Substituted in 
place of the appointed hymn of the week, LSB 534 “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” which 
already appeared elsewhere in the three year rotation.) 

 

-Psalm: 119:153-176 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Review together the section on The Table of Duties on pg. 33-36. Digging 
Deeper with the Explanation – Symbols and Their Meanings, Catechism Glossary, pg. 387-398. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://music.cph.org/lutheran-service-builder/free-trial?hsCtaTracking=7ed2816c-d924-4a3b-9dad-fbee0ce5b2d0%7C81f57d99-c266-4243-bc51-7a872b442b92
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
FOR STARTERS: Tell about a time a family member did something to hurt you and you thought about a way to 
get even. It could be something recent or something that happened long ago. After discussion, bring out two 
clear glasses of water. In one glass put a drop of food coloring. Ask, “If this glass of water represents us and 
the drop of food coloring is like a wrong done to us, how does this show how injuries affect us?” (Our hearts 
can become polluted when we hold grudges for the hurts done to us. We can be filled with anger or wanting to 
get even.) Next, take another glass of water, but pour in two tablespoons of vegetable oil before dropping the 
food coloring. Now the coloring drop cannot penetrate. “How is this like our lives when we forgive others?” (The 
forgiveness keeps the hurt from polluting us with bitterness or wanting to get even.)  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Read the Bible event about Jacob and Esau‘s reunion as found in Genesis 32:3-21, 33:1-
11.  
 
KEY VERSE: Luke 18:27, “But He said, ‘What is impossible with man is possible with God.’”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: Why was Jacob afraid to meet Esau on his return home? (Genesis 27. Jacob had stolen 
Esau’s birthright and blessing. Esau hated him and wanted to kill him.) Why did Jacob send so many sheep, 
cattle, and goats? (Soften his brother’s anger with a gift) What did Esau do when he saw Jacob? Why do you 
think Esau forgave Jacob? Was it because of the gifts?  
 
When someone has done something wrong to you, who can help you to forgive that person? Have you ever 
held a grudge against someone or hoped something bad would happen to someone who hurt you? That is 
unforgiveness. Because Jesus forgives us, we can forgive others. Jacob probably tried to buy Esau’s 
forgiveness with his gifts. But forgiveness can only be given as a free gift. When we freely forgive, it changes 
people’s lives.  

 

PRAYER: Thank God for His forgiveness and the power He gives us to forgive others.  
 

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
Jesus gives us the power to forgive others by forgiving us of far greater sins we have committed against Him. 
Set aside a special time for family prayer. Have each family member admit to God things done that need His 
forgiveness. Thank Him for Jesus and the power of His forgiveness. Pray that family members might pass 
along His forgiveness to others. 


