
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of October 27th, 2019 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Everyone! 
 

COLOR CHANGE:  Notice that the different colors of the altar and the stoles (the sash that the pastors 

wear over their albs/robes) changed!  The colors help us mark the time of the church year.  Red is 

used on Pentecost Sunday. On this day we remember the power and fire of "the Lord and Giver of 

Life," who revealed Himself as the promised one. The color red communicates the motif of strength, 

which the Holy Spirit gives in order for God's people to call on the name of Jesus Christ and share that 

powerful name with others.   Consequently, it serves well as the traditional color for the heroic 

martyrs of the church. The Lutheran Service Book church year calendar provides for sixteen martyr 

festivals.  Their red blood shed in defense of the Gospel offers perpetual encouragement for God's 

people to be resolute in living the faith.  Additional uses of red are Reformation Sunday; Holy Cross 

Day (Sept. 14); on such festive occasions as dedications, anniversaries of a congregation and its 

physical structure; and festive days celebrating the office of the public ministry, such as ordination 

and installation. 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Use Your Skill Set – Serve your neighbor in an area you feel comfortable in.  A simple example comes 
with technology.  If we’re honest, what child doesn’t know tech better than most adults?  What a great 
opportunity for our youth to serve!  Show that you care for your neighbor by helping them figure out 
how to use that new thing-a-ma-jig that somebody just gave them! 
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Scripture Readings: Let’s read Proverbs 8-14.  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions that come up! 
 

-Memory verse: Isaiah 1:18 – “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.” 

 

-Hymn: For All the Saints who from Their Labors Rest LSB 677, also in Lutheran Service Builder  
 

-Psalm: 119:77-100 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Review together the section on the Sacrament of the Altar on pg. 28-29.  
Digging Deeper with the Explanation – Explanation of Luther’s Seal, Books of the Bible, pg. 368-371. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://music.cph.org/lutheran-service-builder/free-trial?hsCtaTracking=7ed2816c-d924-4a3b-9dad-fbee0ce5b2d0%7C81f57d99-c266-4243-bc51-7a872b442b92
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
 FOR STARTERS: Cut a cross out of a sheet of sandpaper and use this to make a crayon rubbing. Place the 
cross under a sheet of paper, and tape the cross to the paper to keep it stationary. Use a crayon as you rub 
over the cross so an outline of the cross shows on the paper. Now have each family member write his name on 
the cross rubbing so the lettering appears rough. As each person writes his name, have him share something 
he has done to another family member that needs forgiveness.  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Genesis 25:19-34  
 
KEY VERSE: Romans 5:8, “but God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: Why did Esau want to trade his birthright? Do you think it was fair of Jacob to trick Esau like 
he did? How do you think Esau felt? How do you think Jacob felt? Can you think of a time when a brother or 
sister (or friend) did something to trick or hurt you? How did it make you feel?  
Sometimes we get angry with our family and friends, or get our feelings hurt by them when we are tricked. 
Sometimes we do the tricking and others get angry with us. How does Jesus treat us when we hurt someone? 
(Romans 5:8, “but God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”) How 
should we treat others who hurt us? (Forgive as Jesus forgave us.)  
 
PRAYER: Pass the sandpaper cross around and have everyone feel its roughness. The roughness is like how 
we feel when we are fighting with a family member or friend. Have each person pray about a time when he hurt 
or tricked someone and ask God for forgiveness. Speak God’s forgiveness and encourage the family to share 
that forgiveness with others. 

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
Using white school glue, write your family name over the sandpaper cross. Let it dry. Once again make a 
rubbing with the sandpaper cross. Have family members draw pictures of good times around the cross outline. 
Post this design on the refrigerator as a reminder of how Jesus’ forgiveness can make rough times smooth for 
your family. 


