
Faith at Home Corner - For the week of December 30th, 2018 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their parents do.  We 
are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Everyone! 
 

COLOR CHANGE:  Notice that the different colors of the altar and the stoles (the sash that the pastors 

wear over their albs/robes) changed!  The colors help us mark the time of the church year. White is 

the color of purity and completeness and is used primarily during the Sundays of the Easter season 

to remind us that "though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow." Christ's triumph from 

the grave on Resurrection day is the cause for our rejoicing. His purity before his Father becomes our 

purity. White reinforces that message of joy.  It is also used for the same message for festive Sundays: 

Christmas and its twelve days; Epiphany (Jan. 6) and the first Sunday following it, observed as 

the Baptism of Our Lord; the Last Sunday after the Epiphany, also known as Transfiguration 

Sunday; Holy Trinity Sunday; All-Saints’ Day; and twenty-one minor festivals and occasions listed on 

the church year calendar in Lutheran Worship.  

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Follow-Up – Christmas is a wonderful opportunity to invite a family member, friend, coworker, well, 
anyone to come with you to church!  If you did this year, or whenever you invite someone, follow up 
with them.  Ask them a few questions about the service (did they like it?  What did they learn about 
their Savior? Talk about the Scripture readings, hymns, or the sermon, etc.).  And then, ask them if 
they’d like to join you there again this weekend! 
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Scripture Readings: Let’s read Lamentations 2-5 and Luke 1-3.  Feel free to ask your Pastor any 
questions that come up! 
 

-Memory verse: Isaiah 60:1 – “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you.” 

 

-Hymn: O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright  LSB 395 in Lutheran Service Builder 
 

-Psalm: 64 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the Close of the Commandments, What does this 
mean?, pg. 15.  Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Fourth Commandment, pg. 81-84. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://music.cph.org/lutheran-service-builder/free-trial?hsCtaTracking=7ed2816c-d924-4a3b-9dad-fbee0ce5b2d0%7C81f57d99-c266-4243-bc51-7a872b442b92
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
FOR STARTERS: Have each family member bring his/her favorite Christmas present into the room where the 
family gathers. Have everyone take turns telling why this gift is their treasure. As they tell about their Christmas 
treasure, have them pretend to put it in an imaginary treasure chest (or into a real decorated box). Then ask, 
“How long does happiness with a toy last? Have you grown tired of any Christmas presents from last year?” 
  

READ THE BIBLE: Matthew 2:1-12, 6:19-21  

 
KEY VERSE: Matthew 6:20-21, “Instead, store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moths and rust 
don’t destroy and thieves don’t break in and steal. Your heart will be where your treasure is.”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: From Matthew 2:1-12: What did the wise men do when they saw Jesus? (They bowed down 
and worshiped him.) What gifts from their treasure chests did they offer Jesus? (Gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.) What do you think God treasured most, the gifts from the wise men’s treasure chests or their act of 
worship? (No right or wrong answer. God looks at the heart of man, so knows which acts are meant to glorify 
him.) From Matthew 6:19-21: What are examples of treasures we store up on earth where moths and rust 
destroy and thieves break in a steal? (Material things that people value such as money, possessions and 
power.) What is the treasure we store up in heaven that moths and rust cannot destroy or thieves steal? (God 
Himself!  A life with Him that never ends!) What is meant by, “Your heart is where your treasure is”? (We seek 
after what we value. Our desires can be for material things or for heavenly things. These desires determine our 
actions.) How did the wise men store up gifts in heaven? (God was pleased with their acts of worship and gifts 
that provided for Jesus. They did not keep their costly possessions for themselves but gave them to the King.)  
 
PRAYER: Thank God for his perfect and wonderful gift, Jesus. Pray for all to put their hearts in the treasures 
that last eternally. Pray for the specific ways the family can serve God and help others. 
 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
FAMILY TIME OPTIONS: Have each family member trace a hand on paper and cut it out. Write down on each 
handprint something the family can do to help someone else. Place the handprints in a gift-wrapped shoebox. 
Explain that these are treasures of service offered up to God in worship. Each week, pick out an act of service 
and do it as a family. 


