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by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their parents do.  We 
are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Parents! 
 

Should I do any positive reinforcement? Let your children know that you noticed how well they 

participated in church this morning.  Do not only emphasize the negative things they do.  Thank them 

for their good behavior and participation immediately after the service. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Welcome New Neighbors: For sale sign goes up – anxiety sets in…who will I have as a neighbor?  
Remember your new neighbors have the same anxiety about you!  Make them excited to be your 
neighbor.  Help them move in.  Ask what their favorite meal is and make it for them.  Welcome, care, 
and help.  Plus – if you moved away from St. Matthew, think how anxious you would be about finding 
a new church.  Maybe that is your neighbor!  Invite them with you one Sunday and show them a 
caring, Christ-centered congregation.  If they say no, do not change but continue to be that neighbor 
they are glad to have.   
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Scripture Readings: Let’s read Hebrews 6-12.  Feel free to ask your Pastor any questions that come up! 
 

-Memory verse: Hebrews 4:14 (Challenge! 4:11-16)  – Since then we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 

 

-Hymn: Hope of the World, Thou Christ of Great Compassion LSB 690 in Lutheran Service Builder 
 

-Psalm: 13 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the Table of Duties: To Workers of All Kinds, To 
Employers and Supervisors, pg. 36.  Digging Deeper with the Explanation – What is Worship?, 
Simple Prayer, Salvation Outline, pg. 358-362. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://music.cph.org/lutheran-service-builder/free-trial?hsCtaTracking=7ed2816c-d924-4a3b-9dad-fbee0ce5b2d0%7C81f57d99-c266-4243-bc51-7a872b442b92
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
 FOR STARTERS: Use a top or some other spinning object that will spin out of control when it loses 
momentum. Ask: “What are examples of us spinning out of control…like losing our temper or throwing a 
tantrum?” Discuss how losing control affects the people in your home.  
 
READ THE BIBLE: 2 Chronicles 21:4-20  

 

KEY VERSE: Psalm 143:10, “Teach me to do your will, because you are my God. May your good Spirit lead 
me on level ground.”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: Even though Jehoram was wicked, why didn’t God destroy him? (Verse 7. God made a 
promise not to destroy the house of David that Jehoram belonged to. Note: David’s family is the ancestral line 
that Jesus came from.) Who sent Jehoram a letter? (Verse 12. Elijah) What did it say would happen to 
Jehoram because he led Judah astray? (Verses 14-15. It said Jehoram had not followed the ways of his father 
Jehoshaphat but instead followed the wicked kings of Israel. Because of this and killing all his brothers, God 
would strike a blow to his people, his wife and sons, his property and he would be afflicted with a disease in his 
stomach that would make his stomach come out.) Where do you think Jehoram learned to worship false gods? 
(From his wife, Athaliah, who was the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, the wicked rulers of the northern 
kingdom.)  
What happens when we let God have control of our life instead of trying to control things ourselves? (He helps 
us make better choices) Why are God’s ways always better for us than our own? (God knows all and knows 
what is best. We are sinful and selfish. God is holy and righteous.)  
 
PRAYER: Encourage family members to confess areas in their lives that are out of control and have them ask 
for God’s control. 
 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
 FAMILY TIME OPTIONS: Print cards that say, “When out of control, let God control you.” Have these cards 
available in a common place accessible to all. Any time a person is “going out of control,” that person can 
retrieve a card and take a moment to consider this truth. 


