
Faith at Home Corner - For the week of August 5th, 2018 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their parents do.  We 
are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Parents with Children! 
 

Volunteer together!  Volunteer together as a family to help out with our worship service.  Families 

can usher together, handing out worship materials, passing the offering plates, and helping people 

who need special assistance.  Encourage your child to acolyte, many of the younger ones think it’s 

cool!  And it is an honor and a privilege to help out in worship. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Welcome a Guest: Did you know that St. Matthew’s averages about 25 guests each weekend?  As a 
Pastor I often do not have the chance to talk to them all.  The thing that will make them feel at home is 
if others greet them, especially someone their age!  Three things you could do: sit by a guest, help 
them during the service (how to follow along, use the hymnal, etc.), and encourage them to sign an 
attendance card; say hi to a guest and hear their story; introduce yourself to a guest. With your help 
we can make even our guests feel at home!  

 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Scripture Readings: Let’s read Micah.  Feel free to ask your Pastor any questions that come up! 
 

-Memory verse: John 6:51 – I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this 
bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh. 

 

-Hymn: Lord, Enthroned in Heav’nly Splendor  LSB 534 in Lutheran Service Builder 
 

-Psalm: 34 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on Who receives this sacrament worthily?, pg. 29.  
Digging Deeper with the Explanation – What Baptism Indicates, pg. 302-305. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://music.cph.org/lutheran-service-builder/free-trial?hsCtaTracking=7ed2816c-d924-4a3b-9dad-fbee0ce5b2d0%7C81f57d99-c266-4243-bc51-7a872b442b92
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
 FOR STARTERS: Serve popcorn and ask if anyone had any hard kernels at the bottom of their bowl. Let 
everyone find one and share a time in his or her life that was really hard (difficult or challenging.) Ask, “Did this 
help you get closer to God or did you end up feeling he was farther away?”  
 

READ THE BIBLE: 2 Kings 2:19-22, 4:1-37, and 5:1-14  

 
KEY VERSE: Romans 8:28, “We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God – those 
whom he has called according to his plan.”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: How did Elisha purify the bad water in Jericho? (2 Kings 2:20-21. He threw salt into the 
spring and quoted the Lord who said, “I have purified this water. No more deaths or crop failure will come from 
this water.”) How did Elisha help the widow so she would not lose her sons if she had no money? (2 Kings 
4:3,7. Elisha told her to borrow containers and the Lord filled them with oil for her to sell.) What did Elisha 
promise the Shunammite woman? (2 Kings 4:16. That she would have a baby boy.) Several years later, the 
Shunammite woman’s boy died. How did God help during this hard time? (2 Kings 4:32-35. God used Elisha to 
bring the boy back to life.)  
Naaman suffered from a skin disease called leprosy. How did God help Naaman? (2 Kings 5:10-14. God used 
Elisha to help Naaman. Elisha told Naaman to dip in the Jordan River seven times and then he would be 
cured.)  
What do you think might have happened to the people in the Bible events if they had not called on Elisha, 
God’s prophet, but instead, tried to fix the problems themselves? How did these events turn out for the good? 
Can you give examples in your life of hard times that ended up turning out for the good?  
 
PRAYER POWER: Thank and praise God for helping family members through hard times in the past and/or 
ask God to help all to *trust God…especially during hard times they are facing right now. 

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  

 
 This week write down a list of friends or acquaintances that are going through especially hard times. Pray for 
their needs and pray with them! Record ways God answered your prayers for them. 


