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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 

you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937) 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
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7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may 
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Temple Talk  

Children's message. 
 
Hymn 
C I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 
And he became their Savior. 

9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10But they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 

11Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
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Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 

12who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 

14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  
  

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Sermon notes: 

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23) 

I. ______________ lives!  

A. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be 

God and does not want God to be God”   (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against 

Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517). 

B. ___________/___________ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in 

se—bent toward self).  

  

II. ______________ lives! 

A. Jesus comes as a ___________ among wolves, and _______ are the wolves (Psalm 

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).   

C. His inclination is self-____________ (bent toward God and neighbor). 

D. He ____________ the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter 

2:9-10).   
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By All Your Saints in Warfare  LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best  ”     See sermon notes on page 11 

 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Apostles' Creed  



13 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the true humanity of Christ; 
 Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana); 
 our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14); 
 God’s blessings in 2019; 
 all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today); 
 all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

 
We pray for: 

 the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state; 
 good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm); 
 marriages and families in our midst; 
 those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class; 
 all who are seeking employment and career direction; 
 our confirmands, parents and mentors; 
 all who seek healing: 
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine 
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia 
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe 
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, 
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be 
included in our prayers, please contact the church office.  Thank you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering:  
 
Please stand, if able. 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink 
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed 
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
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O Living Bread from Heaven  LSB 642 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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What Child Is This  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Please stand, if able. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 
 

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937) 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 

you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 



3 

WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937) 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
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7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may 
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Temple Talk  

Children's message. 
 
Hymn 
C I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 
And he became their Savior. 

9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10But they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 

11Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
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Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 

12who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 

14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  
  

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Sermon notes: 

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23) 

I. ______________ lives!  

A. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be 

God and does not want God to be God”   (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against 

Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517). 

B. ___________/___________ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in 

se—bent toward self).  

  

II. ______________ lives! 

A. Jesus comes as a ___________ among wolves, and _______ are the wolves (Psalm 

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).   

C. His inclination is self-____________ (bent toward God and neighbor). 

D. He ____________ the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter 

2:9-10).   
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By All Your Saints in Warfare  LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best  ”     See sermon notes on page 11 

 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Apostles' Creed  
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C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the true humanity of Christ; 
 Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana); 
 our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14); 
 God’s blessings in 2019; 
 all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today); 
 all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

 
We pray for: 

 the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state; 
 good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm); 
 marriages and families in our midst; 
 those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class; 
 all who are seeking employment and career direction; 
 our confirmands, parents and mentors; 
 all who seek healing: 
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine 
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia 
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe 
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, 
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be 
included in our prayers, please contact the church office.  Thank you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering:  
 
Please stand, if able. 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 



16 

 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink 
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed 
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
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O Living Bread from Heaven  LSB 642 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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What Child Is This  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Please stand, if able. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 
 

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937) 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 

you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937) 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
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7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may 
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Temple Talk  

Children's message. 
 
Hymn 
C I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 
And he became their Savior. 

9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10But they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 

11Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
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Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 

12who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 

14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  
  

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Sermon notes: 

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23) 

I. ______________ lives!  

A. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be 

God and does not want God to be God”   (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against 

Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517). 

B. ___________/___________ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in 

se—bent toward self).  

  

II. ______________ lives! 

A. Jesus comes as a ___________ among wolves, and _______ are the wolves (Psalm 

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).   

C. His inclination is self-____________ (bent toward God and neighbor). 

D. He ____________ the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter 

2:9-10).   
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By All Your Saints in Warfare  LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best  ”     See sermon notes on page 11 

 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Apostles' Creed  
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C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the true humanity of Christ; 
 Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana); 
 our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14); 
 God’s blessings in 2019; 
 all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today); 
 all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

 
We pray for: 

 the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state; 
 good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm); 
 marriages and families in our midst; 
 those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class; 
 all who are seeking employment and career direction; 
 our confirmands, parents and mentors; 
 all who seek healing: 
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine 
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia 
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe 
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, 
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be 
included in our prayers, please contact the church office.  Thank you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering:  
 
Please stand, if able. 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink 
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed 
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
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O Living Bread from Heaven  LSB 642 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 



21 

 
What Child Is This  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Please stand, if able. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 
 

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937) 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 

you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937) 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
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7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may 
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Temple Talk  

Children's message. 
 
Hymn 
C I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 
And he became their Savior. 

9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10But they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 

11Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
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Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 

12who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 

14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  
  

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Sermon notes: 

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23) 

I. ______________ lives!  

A. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be 

God and does not want God to be God”   (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against 

Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517). 

B. ___________/___________ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in 

se—bent toward self).  

  

II. ______________ lives! 

A. Jesus comes as a ___________ among wolves, and _______ are the wolves (Psalm 

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).   

C. His inclination is self-____________ (bent toward God and neighbor). 

D. He ____________ the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter 

2:9-10).   
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By All Your Saints in Warfare  LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best  ”     See sermon notes on page 11 

 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Apostles' Creed  
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C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the true humanity of Christ; 
 Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana); 
 our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14); 
 God’s blessings in 2019; 
 all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today); 
 all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

 
We pray for: 

 the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state; 
 good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm); 
 marriages and families in our midst; 
 those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class; 
 all who are seeking employment and career direction; 
 our confirmands, parents and mentors; 
 all who seek healing: 
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine 
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia 
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe 
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, 
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be 
included in our prayers, please contact the church office.  Thank you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering:  
 
Please stand, if able. 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 



17 

 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink 
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed 
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
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O Living Bread from Heaven  LSB 642 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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What Child Is This  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Please stand, if able. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 
 

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937) 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 

you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937) 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
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7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may 
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Temple Talk  

Children's message. 
 
Hymn 
C I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 
And he became their Savior. 

9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10But they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 

11Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
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Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 

12who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 

14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  
  

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Sermon notes: 

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23) 

I. ______________ lives!  

A. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be 

God and does not want God to be God”   (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against 

Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517). 

B. ___________/___________ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in 

se—bent toward self).  

  

II. ______________ lives! 

A. Jesus comes as a ___________ among wolves, and _______ are the wolves (Psalm 

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).   

C. His inclination is self-____________ (bent toward God and neighbor). 

D. He ____________ the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter 

2:9-10).   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 

By All Your Saints in Warfare  LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best  ”     See sermon notes on page 11 

 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Apostles' Creed  
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C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the true humanity of Christ; 
 Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana); 
 our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14); 
 God’s blessings in 2019; 
 all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today); 
 all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

 
We pray for: 

 the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state; 
 good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm); 
 marriages and families in our midst; 
 those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class; 
 all who are seeking employment and career direction; 
 our confirmands, parents and mentors; 
 all who seek healing: 
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine 
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia 
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe 
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, 
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be 
included in our prayers, please contact the church office.  Thank you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering:  
 
Please stand, if able. 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink 
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed 
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
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O Living Bread from Heaven  LSB 642 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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What Child Is This  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Please stand, if able. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 
 

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937) 
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2 

 

Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 

you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937) 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
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7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may 
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Temple Talk  

Children's message. 
 
Hymn 
C I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 
And he became their Savior. 

9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10But they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 

11Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
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Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 

12who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 

14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  
  

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Sermon notes: 

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23) 

I. ______________ lives!  

A. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be 

God and does not want God to be God”   (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against 

Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517). 

B. ___________/___________ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in 

se—bent toward self).  

  

II. ______________ lives! 

A. Jesus comes as a ___________ among wolves, and _______ are the wolves (Psalm 

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).   

C. His inclination is self-____________ (bent toward God and neighbor). 

D. He ____________ the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter 

2:9-10).   
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By All Your Saints in Warfare  LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best  ”     See sermon notes on page 11 

 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Apostles' Creed  
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C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the true humanity of Christ; 
 Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana); 
 our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14); 
 God’s blessings in 2019; 
 all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today); 
 all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

 
We pray for: 

 the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state; 
 good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm); 
 marriages and families in our midst; 
 those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class; 
 all who are seeking employment and career direction; 
 our confirmands, parents and mentors; 
 all who seek healing: 
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine 
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia 
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe 
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, 
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be 
included in our prayers, please contact the church office.  Thank you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering:  
 
Please stand, if able. 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink 
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed 
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
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O Living Bread from Heaven  LSB 642 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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What Child Is This  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Please stand, if able. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 
 

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937) 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 

you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937) 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
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7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may 
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Temple Talk  

Children's message. 
 
Hymn 
C I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 
And he became their Savior. 

9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10But they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 

11Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
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Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 

12who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 

14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  
  

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Sermon notes: 

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23) 

I. ______________ lives!  

A. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be 

God and does not want God to be God”   (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against 

Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517). 

B. ___________/___________ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in 

se—bent toward self).  

  

II. ______________ lives! 

A. Jesus comes as a ___________ among wolves, and _______ are the wolves (Psalm 

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).   

C. His inclination is self-____________ (bent toward God and neighbor). 

D. He ____________ the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter 

2:9-10).   
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By All Your Saints in Warfare  LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best  ”     See sermon notes on page 11 

 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Apostles' Creed  
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C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the true humanity of Christ; 
 Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana); 
 our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14); 
 God’s blessings in 2019; 
 all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today); 
 all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

 
We pray for: 

 the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state; 
 good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm); 
 marriages and families in our midst; 
 those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class; 
 all who are seeking employment and career direction; 
 our confirmands, parents and mentors; 
 all who seek healing: 
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine 
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia 
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe 
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, 
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be 
included in our prayers, please contact the church office.  Thank you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering:  
 
Please stand, if able. 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink 
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed 
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
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O Living Bread from Heaven  LSB 642 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



20 

 
Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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What Child Is This  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Please stand, if able. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 
 

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937) 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 

you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937) 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
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7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may 
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Temple Talk  

Children's message. 
 
Hymn 
C I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 
And he became their Savior. 

9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10But they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 

11Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
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Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 

12who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 

14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  
  

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Sermon notes: 

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23) 

I. ______________ lives!  

A. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be 

God and does not want God to be God”   (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against 

Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517). 

B. ___________/___________ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in 

se—bent toward self).  

  

II. ______________ lives! 

A. Jesus comes as a ___________ among wolves, and _______ are the wolves (Psalm 

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).   

C. His inclination is self-____________ (bent toward God and neighbor). 

D. He ____________ the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter 

2:9-10).   
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By All Your Saints in Warfare  LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best  ”     See sermon notes on page 11 

 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Apostles' Creed  
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C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the true humanity of Christ; 
 Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana); 
 our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14); 
 God’s blessings in 2019; 
 all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today); 
 all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

 
We pray for: 

 the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state; 
 good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm); 
 marriages and families in our midst; 
 those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class; 
 all who are seeking employment and career direction; 
 our confirmands, parents and mentors; 
 all who seek healing: 
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine 
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia 
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe 
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, 
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be 
included in our prayers, please contact the church office.  Thank you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering:  
 
Please stand, if able. 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink 
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed 
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
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O Living Bread from Heaven  LSB 642 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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What Child Is This  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Please stand, if able. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 
 

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937) 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 

you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937) 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
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7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may 
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Temple Talk  

Children's message. 
 
Hymn 
C I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 
And he became their Savior. 

9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10But they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 

11Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
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Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 

12who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 

14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  
  

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Sermon notes: 

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23) 

I. ______________ lives!  

A. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be 

God and does not want God to be God”   (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against 

Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517). 

B. ___________/___________ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in 

se—bent toward self).  

  

II. ______________ lives! 

A. Jesus comes as a ___________ among wolves, and _______ are the wolves (Psalm 

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).   

C. His inclination is self-____________ (bent toward God and neighbor). 

D. He ____________ the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter 

2:9-10).   
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By All Your Saints in Warfare  LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best  ”     See sermon notes on page 11 

 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Apostles' Creed  
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C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the true humanity of Christ; 
 Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana); 
 our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14); 
 God’s blessings in 2019; 
 all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today); 
 all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

 
We pray for: 

 the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state; 
 good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm); 
 marriages and families in our midst; 
 those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class; 
 all who are seeking employment and career direction; 
 our confirmands, parents and mentors; 
 all who seek healing: 



14 

Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine 
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia 
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe 
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, 
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be 
included in our prayers, please contact the church office.  Thank you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering:  
 
Please stand, if able. 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink 
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed 
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
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O Living Bread from Heaven  LSB 642 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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What Child Is This  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Please stand, if able. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 
 

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937) 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 

you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937) 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
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7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may 
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Temple Talk  

Children's message. 
 
Hymn 
C I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 
And he became their Savior. 

9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10But they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 

11Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
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Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 

12who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 

14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  
  

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Sermon notes: 

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23) 

I. ______________ lives!  

A. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be 

God and does not want God to be God”   (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against 

Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517). 

B. ___________/___________ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in 

se—bent toward self).  

  

II. ______________ lives! 

A. Jesus comes as a ___________ among wolves, and _______ are the wolves (Psalm 

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).   

C. His inclination is self-____________ (bent toward God and neighbor). 

D. He ____________ the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter 

2:9-10).   
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By All Your Saints in Warfare  LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best  ”     See sermon notes on page 11 

 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Apostles' Creed  
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C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the true humanity of Christ; 
 Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana); 
 our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14); 
 God’s blessings in 2019; 
 all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today); 
 all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

 
We pray for: 

 the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state; 
 good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm); 
 marriages and families in our midst; 
 those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class; 
 all who are seeking employment and career direction; 
 our confirmands, parents and mentors; 
 all who seek healing: 
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine 
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia 
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe 
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, 
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be 
included in our prayers, please contact the church office.  Thank you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering:  
 
Please stand, if able. 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink 
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed 
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
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O Living Bread from Heaven  LSB 642 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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What Child Is This  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Please stand, if able. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 
 

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937) 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 

you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937) 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 



4 

 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
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7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may 
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Temple Talk  

Children's message. 
 
Hymn 
C I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 
And he became their Savior. 

9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10But they rebelled 
and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 

11Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
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Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 

12who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 

14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  
  

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream 
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Sermon notes: 

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23) 

I. ______________ lives!  

A. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be 

God and does not want God to be God”   (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against 

Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517). 

B. ___________/___________ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in 

se—bent toward self).  

  

II. ______________ lives! 

A. Jesus comes as a ___________ among wolves, and _______ are the wolves (Psalm 

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).   

C. His inclination is self-____________ (bent toward God and neighbor). 

D. He ____________ the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter 

2:9-10).   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 

By All Your Saints in Warfare  LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best  ”     See sermon notes on page 11 

 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Apostles' Creed  
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C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the true humanity of Christ; 
 Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana); 
 our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14); 
 God’s blessings in 2019; 
 all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today); 
 all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

 
We pray for: 

 the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state; 
 good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm); 
 marriages and families in our midst; 
 those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class; 
 all who are seeking employment and career direction; 
 our confirmands, parents and mentors; 
 all who seek healing: 



14 

Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine 
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia 
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe 
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, 
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be 
included in our prayers, please contact the church office.  Thank you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering:  
 
Please stand, if able. 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink 
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed 
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who 
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
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O Living Bread from Heaven  LSB 642 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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What Child Is This  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Please stand, if able. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 
 

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937) 
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