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Holy Communion in the
Lutheran Church

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is
intended for all who have been instructed in the
articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.
Please note our Communion statement on page
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if
you desire the Sacrament. There is additional
information about our communion practice on
the tables at the back of the sanctuary.

Preparation

Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before
partaking. The questions on page 329 of
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful.

Hymns & Music

The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we
encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of
you.




WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

To our Guests and Visitors:

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the
sanctuary.

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in
the East Wing (near the main entrance).

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937)

Confession and Absolution

Please stand, if able.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, 1Is born an
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4 He  un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He 18 a ser - vant, I a lord: How great a
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in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

in a  hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door

To blesséd paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.



7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Public domain
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

This is the Feast Revelation 5:12—13; 19:5-9
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This is the feast of vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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And al - so with you.
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(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wi

Please be seated.

Temple Talk
Children's message.

Hymn

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
1'But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.



Where is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,

2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,

who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.

Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then

an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able.

Alleluia and Verse

Common Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18¢A voice was heard in Ramabh,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, *saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” >! And he rose and took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 2*But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Sermon notes:

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23)

lives!

. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be

God and does not want God to be God”  (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against
Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517).

/ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in

se—bent toward self).

lives!

. Jesus comes as a among wolves, and are the wolves (Psalm

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).

. His inclination is self- (bent toward God and neighbor).
. He the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter
2:9-10).
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By All Your Saints in Warfare

LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3
——
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2 Al praise for in - fant mar - tyrs, Whom
3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther And
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A wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
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You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; They rest from earth - ly
A all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
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crown; And now they shine in glo - ry
cares! Lord, grant wus crowns as  bril - liant
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - Ty
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Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.
E‘lél??zol:::%n J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission.
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best ” See sermon notes on page 11

Please stand, if able.

Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

We give thanks for:

the true humanity of Christ;

Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana);

our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14);

God’s blessings in 2019;

all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today);
all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran.

We pray for:

the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state;

good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm);
marriages and families in our midst;

those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class;

all who are seeking employment and career direction;

our confirmands, parents and mentors;

all who seek healing:
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer,
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be

Please be seated.

Offering:

Please stand, if able

included in our prayers, please contact the church office. Thank you.

Offertory Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

14



Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

(P The Lord be  with you.
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And al-so with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19
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P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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A - men.
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Communnion Statement
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran

Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare. Because those who eat and drink
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the

Common Cup passes. The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.
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O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
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10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
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feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
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Have filled my heart with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
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The cup of end - less jov. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
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giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
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gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.

Public domain
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Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Public domain

20



What Child Is This
#g Y l 5 s i X j Y I Y Y
rgn I\J ‘l ﬁup i ) - ) .I A . Y
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
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lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Public domain

Please stand, if able.
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Post-Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice andproud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
vy \ .
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

e E

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
& e
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

s ME—
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A2V |
Q) |

A - mern.
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¢

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937)

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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Holy Communion in the
Lutheran Church

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is
intended for all who have been instructed in the
articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.
Please note our Communion statement on page
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if
you desire the Sacrament. There is additional
information about our communion practice on
the tables at the back of the sanctuary.

Preparation

Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before
partaking. The questions on page 329 of
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful.

Hymns & Music

The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we
encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of
you.




WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

To our Guests and Visitors:

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the
sanctuary.

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in
the East Wing (near the main entrance).

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937)

Confession and Absolution

Please stand, if able.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
£ . .
5 a | |
gL == _  ——
1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, 1Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He  un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He 18 a ser - vant, I a lord: How great a
h 1 [———
* 1 ' ' < | | | I
e —— ——— ———  —
glo-rious throne; To - day He o -pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No

I i ! I I ; f —— T .
e e e
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

in a  hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door

To blesséd paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.



7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Public domain

T

)
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.

e

1
- I
>

Ny
———

[~ [

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
# ’/ \\
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A - men.

This is the Feast Revelation 5:12—13; 19:5-9
%9—! H ﬁ — i ~ ¥
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This is the feast of vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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Pow -er and rich - es and wis - dom and strength and
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hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are His.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
6



==

“‘~’

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

lu - ia. Sing with all the peo - ple of
o) i . i
e z ' ==
5 : = >
God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:
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Bless -ing and hon - or and glo - ry and might be to
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God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God,
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for the Lamb who was slain has be- gun  His reign.
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Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia



(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wi

Please be seated.

Temple Talk
Children's message.

Hymn

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
1'But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.



Where is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,

2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,

who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.

Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then

an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able.

Alleluia and Verse

Common Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68
f) = A
i s — d‘\J dl
f\\!? hul
Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

: I
b

l'\e:)mv bl (=
Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18¢A voice was heard in Ramabh,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, *saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” >! And he rose and took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 2*But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

f) H ——
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Sermon notes:

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23)

lives!

. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be

God and does not want God to be God”  (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against
Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517).

/ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in

se—bent toward self).

lives!

. Jesus comes as a among wolves, and are the wolves (Psalm

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).

. His inclination is self- (bent toward God and neighbor).
. He the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter
2:9-10).
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By All Your Saints in Warfare

LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3
——

%
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1 By all Your  saints in war - fare, For
2 Al praise for in - fant mar - tyrs, Whom
3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther And
i I . . I i
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£ =L T —
all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
Your mys - te - rious love Called ear - ly from their
A wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
- ! ! I !
foiee === == =F
3 , , ]
Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be blest! For
war - fare To share Your home a - bove. 0
Spir - i, E - ter - nal Three in One, Till
n Il Il 1
] 1 | | | | |
o —— —
o) . . .
You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; They rest from earth - ly
A all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
] = —— . —T —=
&> s —————e—
crown; And now they shine in glo - ry
cares! Lord, grant wus crowns as  bril - liant
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - Ty
e — —
=3 L = J ‘IL ai |
Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.
E‘lél??zol:::%n J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission.
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best ” See sermon notes on page 11

Please stand, if able.

Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

We give thanks for:

the true humanity of Christ;

Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana);

our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14);

God’s blessings in 2019;

all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today);
all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran.

We pray for:

the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state;

good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm);
marriages and families in our midst;

those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class;

all who are seeking employment and career direction;

our confirmands, parents and mentors;

all who seek healing:

13



Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer,
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be

Please be seated.

Offering:

Please stand, if able

included in our prayers, please contact the church office. Thank you.

Offertory Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
IJ? ﬁ% 7 J J . \L\J Y
T 1 . 7
o) it TR ® -
What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
ﬁﬁ y 3 1 = w—" y 3
%,,n e —— —-—— Fe—2
me? I will of -fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
b —
o Wil . p— N
{rs—1 4  _— ——
call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
# y — | y
 ————— . 3
e - o 5 &
va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
f) & .
ﬂh i % S ———
CRESESEIEESS SR == == L
vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
f) T
&+ . ! o |
\\QJ)J -‘--/ © o= 2 * } O

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

(P The Lord be  with you.

e
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And al-so with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.

-y
A8 - —

oo WL o

3 =

We lift them to  the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

%B o *—
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

| an ﬁ [ ] P
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly  Lord, Lord God of
u
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pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
o }
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glo - 1y Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
i ' |
Y]
of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

m
)]
P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

%! |

A - men.

=
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
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God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
g gu ———— N
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Communnion Statement
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran

Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare. Because those who eat and drink
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the

Common Cup passes. The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.
18



O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
I A ] | - I K T Y
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10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
] ] ‘I\ I\ | lI\
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feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
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Have filled my heart with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The ftrea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less jov. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
(BES=ESE S E B EE BB s
bless - ing, Oh, «cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
: ! Y ] ! ! I I
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gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.

Public domain
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Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
£ |
A ! ] 1 —
r\;j}m o)) ‘I - & » ! o - IP |P
1 Of the ©Fa-ther’'s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0O ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
S Chrst, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end -ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
f) : |D [
ANV o—* — 1
Q) | & d & L
have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
% ] lD I'qu ] }
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Public domain
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What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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LSB 370

| : 'y | N 0 K j
2 N T g 2 - Y
%E ] i 9! [ = |' 7 ‘_i
sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
e Se—
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
] Iy N
Ay —1 o = R o — N K 1' I
\Q)U I |' 7 . d_i‘)_ . #" J-)——d—d
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Public domain

Please stand, if able.
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Post-Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord

)«
o = Y
7 4 Y I %
. /
o)

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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) —

He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice andproud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
vy \ .
(7S Y » i & T Y )

es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

e E

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
& e
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

s ME—
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A2V |
Q) |

A - mern.
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¢

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937)
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Holy Communion in the
Lutheran Church

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is
intended for all who have been instructed in the
articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.
Please note our Communion statement on page
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if
you desire the Sacrament. There is additional
information about our communion practice on
the tables at the back of the sanctuary.

Preparation

Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before
partaking. The questions on page 329 of
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful.

Hymns & Music

The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we
encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of
you.




WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

To our Guests and Visitors:

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the
sanctuary.

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in
the East Wing (near the main entrance).

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937)

Confession and Absolution

Please stand, if able.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
£ . .
5 a | |
gL == _  ——
1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, 1Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He  un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He 18 a ser - vant, I a lord: How great a
h 1 [———
* 1 ' ' < | | | I
e —— ——— ———  —
glo-rious throne; To - day He o -pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No

I i ! I I ; f —— T .
e e e
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

in a  hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door

To blesséd paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.



7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Public domain
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

This is the Feast Revelation 5:12—13; 19:5-9
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This is the feast of vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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Pow -er and rich - es and wis - dom and strength and
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hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are His.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

lu - ia. Sing with all the peo - ple of
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God,
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Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia



(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wi

Please be seated.

Temple Talk
Children's message.

Hymn

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
1'But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.



Where is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,

2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,

who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.

Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then

an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able.

Alleluia and Verse

Common Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68
f) = A
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

: I
b

l'\e:)mv bl (=
Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18¢A voice was heard in Ramabh,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, *saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” >! And he rose and took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 2*But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

f) H ——
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Sermon notes:

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23)

lives!

. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be

God and does not want God to be God”  (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against
Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517).

/ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in

se—bent toward self).

lives!

. Jesus comes as a among wolves, and are the wolves (Psalm

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).

. His inclination is self- (bent toward God and neighbor).
. He the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter
2:9-10).
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By All Your Saints in Warfare

LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3
——
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1 By all Your  saints in war - fare, For
2 Al praise for in - fant mar - tyrs, Whom
3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther And
i I . . I i
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all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
Your mys - te - rious love Called ear - ly from their
A wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
- ! ! I !
foiee === == =F
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Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be blest! For
war - fare To share Your home a - bove. 0
Spir - i, E - ter - nal Three in One, Till
n Il Il 1
] 1 | | | | |
o —— —
o) . . .
You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; They rest from earth - ly
A all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
] = —— . —T —=
&> s —————e—
crown; And now they shine in glo - ry
cares! Lord, grant wus crowns as  bril - liant
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - Ty
e — —
=3 L = J ‘IL ai |
Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.
E‘lél??zol:::%n J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission.
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best ” See sermon notes on page 11

Please stand, if able.

Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

We give thanks for:

the true humanity of Christ;

Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana);

our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14);

God’s blessings in 2019;

all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today);
all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran.

We pray for:

the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state;

good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm);
marriages and families in our midst;

those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class;

all who are seeking employment and career direction;

our confirmands, parents and mentors;

all who seek healing:
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer,
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be

Please be seated.

Offering:

Please stand, if able

included in our prayers, please contact the church office. Thank you.

Offertory Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
IJ? ﬁ% 7 J J . \L\J Y
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
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me? I will of -fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
# y — | y
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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CRESESEIEESS SR == == L
vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

(P The Lord be  with you.

e
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And al-so with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly  Lord, Lord God of
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pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
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glo - 1y Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
i ' |
Y]
of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

m
)]
P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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A - men.
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
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God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Communnion Statement
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran

Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare. Because those who eat and drink
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the

Common Cup passes. The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.
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O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
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10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
] ] ‘I\ I\ | lI\
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:)U ! Ir/ ‘ d d'
feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
ﬁn . — o — —eo |9 7 .J' *—
ANV L/ ] | | | L/ ] L/
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Have filled my heart with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The ftrea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less jov. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
(BES=ESE S E B EE BB s
bless - ing, Oh, «cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
: ! Y ] ! ! I I
% e e e e e e
°) ’ '
gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.

Public domain
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Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
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1 Of the ©Fa-ther’'s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0O ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
S Chrst, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end -ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
f) : |D [
ANV o—* — 1
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have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Public domain
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What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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LSB 370
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
e Se—
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
] Iy N
Ay —1 o = R o — N K 1' I
\Q)U I |' 7 . d_i‘)_ . #" J-)——d—d
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Public domain

Please stand, if able.
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Post-Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice andproud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
vy \ .
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

e E

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
& e
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

s ME—
Gy —
A2V |
Q) |

A - mern.
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¢

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937)
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Holy Communion in the
Lutheran Church

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is
intended for all who have been instructed in the
articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.
Please note our Communion statement on page
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if
you desire the Sacrament. There is additional
information about our communion practice on
the tables at the back of the sanctuary.

Preparation

Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before
partaking. The questions on page 329 of
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful.

Hymns & Music

The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we
encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of
you.




WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

To our Guests and Visitors:

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the
sanctuary.

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in
the East Wing (near the main entrance).

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937)

Confession and Absolution

Please stand, if able.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
£ . .
5 a | |
gL == _  ——
1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, 1Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He  un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He 18 a ser - vant, I a lord: How great a
h 1 [———
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o -pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No

I i ! I I ; f —— T .
e e e
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

in a  hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door

To blesséd paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.



7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Public domain
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.

e

1
- I
>

Ny
———

[~ [

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

This is the Feast Revelation 5:12—13; 19:5-9
%9—! H ﬁ — i ~ ¥
B I : ' e
o) |

This is the feast of vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are His.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

_9_#u.

—
[y
P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

lu - ia. Sing with all the peo - ple of
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(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wi

Please be seated.

Temple Talk
Children's message.

Hymn

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
1'But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.



Where is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,

2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,

who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.

Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then

an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able.

Alleluia and Verse

Common Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68
f) = A
i s — d‘\J dl
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

: I
b

l'\e:)mv bl (=
Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18¢A voice was heard in Ramabh,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, *saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” >! And he rose and took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 2*But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

f) H ——
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Sermon notes:

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23)

lives!

. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be

God and does not want God to be God”  (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against
Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517).

/ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in

se—bent toward self).

lives!

. Jesus comes as a among wolves, and are the wolves (Psalm

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).

. His inclination is self- (bent toward God and neighbor).
. He the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter
2:9-10).
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By All Your Saints in Warfare

LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3
——

%
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1 By all Your  saints in war - fare, For
2 Al praise for in - fant mar - tyrs, Whom
3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther And
i I . . I i
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£ =L T —
all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
Your mys - te - rious love Called ear - ly from their
A wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
- ! ! I !
foiee === == =F
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Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be blest! For
war - fare To share Your home a - bove. 0
Spir - i, E - ter - nal Three in One, Till
n Il Il 1
] 1 | | | | |
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o) . . .
You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; They rest from earth - ly
A all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
] = —— . —T —=
&> s —————e—
crown; And now they shine in glo - ry
cares! Lord, grant wus crowns as  bril - liant
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - Ty
e — —
=3 L = J ‘IL ai |
Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.
E‘lél??zol:::%n J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission.
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best ” See sermon notes on page 11

Please stand, if able.

Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

We give thanks for:

the true humanity of Christ;

Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana);

our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14);

God’s blessings in 2019;

all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today);
all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran.

We pray for:

the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state;

good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm);
marriages and families in our midst;

those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class;

all who are seeking employment and career direction;

our confirmands, parents and mentors;

all who seek healing:
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer,
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be

Please be seated.

Offering:

Please stand, if able

included in our prayers, please contact the church office. Thank you.

Offertory Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
IJ? ﬁ% 7 J J . \L\J Y
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
ﬁﬁ y 3 1 = w—" y 3
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me? I will of -fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
# y — | y
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
f) T
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

(P The Lord be  with you.

e
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And al-so with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly  Lord, Lord God of
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pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
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glo - 1y Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
i ' |
Y]
of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

m
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P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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A - men.
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
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God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
g gu ———— N
D t - * & | O I
grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Communnion Statement
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran

Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare. Because those who eat and drink
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the

Common Cup passes. The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.
18



O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
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10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
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feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
ﬁn . — o — —eo |9 7 .J' *—
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Have filled my heart with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The ftrea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less jov. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
(BES=ESE S E B EE BB s
bless - ing, Oh, «cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
: ! Y ] ! ! I I
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gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.

Public domain
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Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
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1 Of the ©Fa-ther’'s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0O ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
S Chrst, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end -ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
f) : |D [
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have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Public domain
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What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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LSB 370
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
] Iy N
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Public domain

Please stand, if able.
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Post-Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
/B 1 SN A
) —

He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice andproud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
& e
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

s ME—
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A - mern.
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Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937)
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Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
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Holy Communion in the
Lutheran Church

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is
intended for all who have been instructed in the
articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.
Please note our Communion statement on page
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if
you desire the Sacrament. There is additional
information about our communion practice on
the tables at the back of the sanctuary.

Preparation

Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before
partaking. The questions on page 329 of
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful.

Hymns & Music

The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we
encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of
you.




WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

To our Guests and Visitors:

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the
sanctuary.

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in
the East Wing (near the main entrance).

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937)

Confession and Absolution

Please stand, if able.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
£ . .
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, 1Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He  un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He 18 a ser - vant, I a lord: How great a
h 1 [———
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o -pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

in a  hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door

To blesséd paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.



7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Public domain

T

)
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer - cy.

J/
fty o = = 5 eoiio oo "ol o o T "o o0

[A] For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise

5



e

Y

let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
# ’/ \\

2 =

)

A - men.

This is the Feast Revelation 5:12—13; 19:5-9
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This is the feast of vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are His.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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And al - so with you.
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(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wi

Please be seated.

Temple Talk
Children's message.

Hymn

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
1'But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.



Where is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,

2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,

who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.

Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then

an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able.

Alleluia and Verse

Common Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68
f) = A
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

: I
b

l'\e:)mv bl (=
Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18¢A voice was heard in Ramabh,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, *saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” >! And he rose and took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 2*But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Sermon notes:

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23)

lives!

. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be

God and does not want God to be God”  (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against
Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517).

/ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in

se—bent toward self).

lives!

. Jesus comes as a among wolves, and are the wolves (Psalm

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).

. His inclination is self- (bent toward God and neighbor).
. He the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter
2:9-10).
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By All Your Saints in Warfare

LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3
——
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1 By all Your  saints in war - fare, For
2 Al praise for in - fant mar - tyrs, Whom
3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther And
i I . . I i
P—g A i | i ' ' =
£ =L T —
all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
Your mys - te - rious love Called ear - ly from their
A wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
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Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be blest! For
war - fare To share Your home a - bove. 0
Spir - i, E - ter - nal Three in One, Till
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You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; They rest from earth - ly
A all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
] = —— . —T —=
&> s —————e—
crown; And now they shine in glo - ry
cares! Lord, grant wus crowns as  bril - liant
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - Ty
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Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.
E‘lél??zol:::%n J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission.
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best ” See sermon notes on page 11

Please stand, if able.

Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

We give thanks for:

the true humanity of Christ;

Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana);

our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14);

God’s blessings in 2019;

all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today);
all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran.

We pray for:

the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state;

good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm);
marriages and families in our midst;

those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class;

all who are seeking employment and career direction;

our confirmands, parents and mentors;

all who seek healing:
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Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer,
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be

Please be seated.

Offering:

Please stand, if able

included in our prayers, please contact the church office. Thank you.

Offertory Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

(P The Lord be  with you.
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And al-so with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

m
)]
P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

%! |

A - men.

=
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
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God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Communnion Statement
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran

Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare. Because those who eat and drink
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the

Common Cup passes. The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.
18



O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
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10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
] ] ‘I\ I\ | lI\
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feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
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Have filled my heart with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The ftrea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less jov. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
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bless - ing, Oh, «cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
: ! Y ] ! ! I I
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gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.

Public domain
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Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
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1 Of the ©Fa-ther’'s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0O ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
S Chrst, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
£ | —
'y — . )
S = — & = =
He the source, the end -ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
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have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more. A - men.
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What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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LSB 370
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Public domain

Please stand, if able.
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Post-Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
& e
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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A - mern.
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Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937)
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Holy Communion in the
Lutheran Church

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is
intended for all who have been instructed in the
articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.
Please note our Communion statement on page
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if
you desire the Sacrament. There is additional
information about our communion practice on
the tables at the back of the sanctuary.

Preparation

Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before
partaking. The questions on page 329 of
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful.

Hymns & Music

The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we
encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of
you.




WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

To our Guests and Visitors:

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the
sanctuary.

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in
the East Wing (near the main entrance).

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937)

Confession and Absolution

Please stand, if able.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, 1Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He  un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He 18 a ser - vant, I a lord: How great a
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o -pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

in a  hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door

To blesséd paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.



7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Public domain
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise

5



e

Y

let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

This is the Feast Revelation 5:12—13; 19:5-9
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This is the feast of vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wi

Please be seated.

Temple Talk
Children's message.

Hymn

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
1'But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.



Where is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,

2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,

who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.

Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then

an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able.

Alleluia and Verse

Common Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

: I
b

l'\e:)mv bl (=
Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18¢A voice was heard in Ramabh,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, *saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” >! And he rose and took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 2*But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

f) H ——
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Sermon notes:

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23)

lives!

. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be

God and does not want God to be God”  (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against
Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517).

/ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in

se—bent toward self).

lives!

. Jesus comes as a among wolves, and are the wolves (Psalm

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).

. His inclination is self- (bent toward God and neighbor).
. He the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter
2:9-10).
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By All Your Saints in Warfare

LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3
——
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1 By all Your  saints in war - fare, For
2 Al praise for in - fant mar - tyrs, Whom
3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther And
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all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
Your mys - te - rious love Called ear - ly from their
A wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
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Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be blest! For
war - fare To share Your home a - bove. 0
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You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; They rest from earth - ly
A all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
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crown; And now they shine in glo - ry
cares! Lord, grant wus crowns as  bril - liant
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - Ty
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Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.
E‘lél??zol:::%n J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission.
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best ” See sermon notes on page 11

Please stand, if able.

Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

We give thanks for:

the true humanity of Christ;

Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana);

our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14);

God’s blessings in 2019;

all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today);
all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran.

We pray for:

the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state;

good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm);
marriages and families in our midst;

those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class;

all who are seeking employment and career direction;

our confirmands, parents and mentors;

all who seek healing:

13



Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer,
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be

Please be seated.

Offering:

Please stand, if able

included in our prayers, please contact the church office. Thank you.

Offertory Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
IJ? ﬁ% 7 J J . \L\J Y
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
ﬁﬁ y 3 1 = w—" y 3
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me? I will of -fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
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o Wil . p— N
{rs—1 4  _— ——
call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
# y — | y
 ————— . 3
e - o 5 &
va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
f) & .
ﬂh i % S ———
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
f) T
&+ . ! o |
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

(P The Lord be  with you.
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And al-so with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

| an ﬁ [ ] P
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly  Lord, Lord God of
u
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pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
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glo - 1y Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Q) S ———
Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
i ' |
Y]
of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

m
)]
P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

%! |

A - men.

=
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;

f &
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
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God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
g gu ———— N
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Communnion Statement
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran

Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare. Because those who eat and drink
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the

Common Cup passes. The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.
18



O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
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10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
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feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
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Have filled my heart with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The ftrea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less jov. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
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bless - ing, Oh, «cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
: ! Y ] ! ! I I
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gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.

Public domain
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Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
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1 Of the ©Fa-ther’'s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0O ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
S Chrst, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
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And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
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have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more. A - men.
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What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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LSB 370
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feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Public domain

Please stand, if able.
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Post-Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
& e
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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A - mern.
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Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937)
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Holy Communion in the
Lutheran Church

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is
intended for all who have been instructed in the
articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.
Please note our Communion statement on page
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if
you desire the Sacrament. There is additional
information about our communion practice on
the tables at the back of the sanctuary.

Preparation

Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before
partaking. The questions on page 329 of
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful.

Hymns & Music

The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we
encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of
you.




WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

To our Guests and Visitors:

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the
sanctuary.

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in
the East Wing (near the main entrance).

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937)

Confession and Absolution

Please stand, if able.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, 1Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He  un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He 18 a ser - vant, I a lord: How great a
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o -pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

in a  hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door

To blesséd paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.



7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Public domain
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

This is the Feast Revelation 5:12—13; 19:5-9
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This is the feast of vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wi

Please be seated.

Temple Talk
Children's message.

Hymn

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
1'But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.



Where is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,

2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,

who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.

Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then

an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able.

Alleluia and Verse

Common Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68
f) = A
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

: I
b

l'\e:)mv bl (=
Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18¢A voice was heard in Ramabh,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, *saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” >! And he rose and took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 2*But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Sermon notes:

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23)

lives!

. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be

God and does not want God to be God”  (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against
Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517).

/ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in

se—bent toward self).

lives!

. Jesus comes as a among wolves, and are the wolves (Psalm

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).

. His inclination is self- (bent toward God and neighbor).
. He the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter
2:9-10).
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By All Your Saints in Warfare

LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3
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all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
Your mys - te - rious love Called ear - ly from their
A wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
- ! ! I !
foiee === == =F
3 , , ]
Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be blest! For
war - fare To share Your home a - bove. 0
Spir - i, E - ter - nal Three in One, Till
n Il Il 1
] 1 | | | | |
o —— —
o) . . .
You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; They rest from earth - ly
A all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
] = —— . —T —=
&> s —————e—
crown; And now they shine in glo - ry
cares! Lord, grant wus crowns as  bril - liant
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - Ty
e — —
=3 L = J ‘IL ai |
Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.
E‘lél??zol:::%n J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission.
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best ” See sermon notes on page 11

Please stand, if able.

Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

We give thanks for:

the true humanity of Christ;

Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana);

our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14);

God’s blessings in 2019;

all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today);
all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran.

We pray for:

the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state;

good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm);
marriages and families in our midst;

those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class;

all who are seeking employment and career direction;

our confirmands, parents and mentors;

all who seek healing:

13



Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer,
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be

Please be seated.

Offering:

Please stand, if able

included in our prayers, please contact the church office. Thank you.

Offertory Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
IJ? ﬁ% 7 J J . \L\J Y
T 1 . 7
o) it TR ® -
What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
ﬁﬁ y 3 1 = w—" y 3
%,,n e —— —-—— Fe—2
me? I will of -fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
b —
o Wil . p— N
{rs—1 4  _— ——
call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
# y — | y
 ————— . 3
e - o 5 &
va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
f) & .
ﬂh i % S ———
CRESESEIEESS SR == == L
vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
f) T
&+ . ! o |
\\QJ)J -‘--/ © o= 2 * } O

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

(P The Lord be  with you.

e
] ]
[ ]

hul ] _‘

— e e

D)
And al-so with you.

Hu f

7 A Il

W_,j o P
P Lift up your hearts.

-y
A8 - —
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3 =

We lift them to  the Lord.

RS —— T oS — " T———T—
) ~ —

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

%B o *—
') Qe ~— ~_

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

| an ﬁ [ ] P
AN3P - |
Q) |
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly  Lord, Lord God of
u
A } \
| o WAL 7
U
o ~—
pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
o }
'J S
glo - 1y Ho - san-na in the high - est.
o ——
A .
H— g
Q) S ———
Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
i ' |
Y]
of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

m
)]
P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

%! |

A - men.

=
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;

f &
(b !
¢ y= ORI 7 3
o
have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
#gﬂ ¥ ¥ —
[ 4 ﬂ\ bl P-N o) é
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
P — -
| o WRA Py
AN}V M
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God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
g gu ———— N
D t - * & | O I
grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Communnion Statement
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran

Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare. Because those who eat and drink
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the

Common Cup passes. The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.
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O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
I A ] | - I K T Y
(e J\‘ ~ P — g | —— A - o
.) U F
10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
] ] ‘I\ I\ | lI\
ﬁ%—!‘\ ' T = R S e A E
:)U ! Ir/ ‘ d d'
feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
ﬁn . — o — —eo |9 7 .J' *—
ANV L/ ] | | | L/ ] L/
Q) |4 I ! r I I r I r
Have filled my heart with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The ftrea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less jov. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
(BES=ESE S E B EE BB s
bless - ing, Oh, «cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
: ! Y ] ! ! I I
% e e e e e e
°) ’ '
gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.

Public domain

19



Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
£ |
A ! ] 1 —
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1 Of the ©Fa-ther’'s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0O ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
S Chrst, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
R - ——
I > P { . & i I
S — | m— ! -
gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
£ | —
'y — . )
S = — & = =
He the source, the end -ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
f) : |D [
ANV o—* — 1
Q) | & d & L
have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
% ] lD I'qu ] }
fon> D -i o L il ! ' i |
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Public domain
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What Child Is This
#g Y l 5 s i X j Y I Y Y
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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LSB 370
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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F 40 Y \ | I
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
e Se—
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
] Iy N
Ay —1 o = R o — N K 1' I
\Q)U I |' 7 . d_i‘)_ . #" J-)——d—d
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Public domain

Please stand, if able.
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Post-Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice andproud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
vy \ .
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

e E

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

TJD
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
& e
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

s ME—
Gy —
A2V |
Q) |

A - mern.

oy

¢

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937)

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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Holy Communion in the
Lutheran Church

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is
intended for all who have been instructed in the
articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.
Please note our Communion statement on page
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if
you desire the Sacrament. There is additional
information about our communion practice on
the tables at the back of the sanctuary.

Preparation

Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before
partaking. The questions on page 329 of
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful.

Hymns & Music

The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we
encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of
you.




WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

To our Guests and Visitors:

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the
sanctuary.

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in
the East Wing (near the main entrance).

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937)

Confession and Absolution

Please stand, if able.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
£ . .
5 a | |
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, 1Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He  un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He 18 a ser - vant, I a lord: How great a
h 1 [———
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o -pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

in a  hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door

To blesséd paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.



7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Public domain
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

This is the Feast Revelation 5:12—13; 19:5-9
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This is the feast of vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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And al - so with you.

lu - ia. Sing with all the peo - ple of
o) i . i
e z ' ==
5 : = >
God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:
24 i :
o . -
Bless -ing and hon - or and glo - ry and might be to
# ﬁu — I N
o 2 2 2
Y] o
God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
Db o .
G J -
o
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God,
= | =
\J’ &
for the Lamb who was slain has be- gun  His reign.
= I
(2
) — ©
Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia



(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wi

Please be seated.

Temple Talk
Children's message.

Hymn

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
1'But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.



Where is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,

2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,

who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.

Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then

an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able.

Alleluia and Verse

Common Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

: I
b

l'\e:)mv bl (=
Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18¢A voice was heard in Ramabh,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, *saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” >! And he rose and took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 2*But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

f) H ——
A4 — I
| oo W LS - ’)

NSV

Yy,

Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Sermon notes:

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23)

lives!

. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be

God and does not want God to be God”  (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against
Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517).

/ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in

se—bent toward self).

lives!

. Jesus comes as a among wolves, and are the wolves (Psalm

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).

. His inclination is self- (bent toward God and neighbor).
. He the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter
2:9-10).
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By All Your Saints in Warfare

LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3
——

%

= . T i | -
1 By all Your  saints in war - fare, For
2 Al praise for in - fant mar - tyrs, Whom
3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther And
i I . . I i
P—g A i | i ' ' =
£ =L T —
all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
Your mys - te - rious love Called ear - ly from their
A wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
- ! ! I !
foiee === == =F
3 , , ]
Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be blest! For
war - fare To share Your home a - bove. 0
Spir - i, E - ter - nal Three in One, Till
n Il Il 1
] 1 | | | | |
o —— —
o) . . .
You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; They rest from earth - ly
A all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
] = —— . —T —=
&> s —————e—
crown; And now they shine in glo - ry
cares! Lord, grant wus crowns as  bril - liant
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - Ty
e — —
=3 L = J ‘IL ai |
Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.
E‘lél??zol:::%n J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission.
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best ” See sermon notes on page 11

Please stand, if able.

Apostles’ Creed

12



I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

We give thanks for:

the true humanity of Christ;

Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana);

our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14);

God’s blessings in 2019;

all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today);
all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran.

We pray for:

the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state;

good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm);
marriages and families in our midst;

those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class;

all who are seeking employment and career direction;

our confirmands, parents and mentors;

all who seek healing:

13



Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer,
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be

Please be seated.

Offering:

Please stand, if able

included in our prayers, please contact the church office. Thank you.

Offertory Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
IJ? ﬁ% 7 J J . \L\J Y
T 1 . 7
o) it TR ® -
What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
ﬁﬁ y 3 1 = w—" y 3
%,,n e —— —-—— Fe—2
me? I will of -fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
b —
o Wil . p— N
{rs—1 4  _— ——
call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
# y — | y
 ————— . 3
e - o 5 &
va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
f) & .
ﬂh i % S ———
CRESESEIEESS SR == == L
vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
f) T
&+ . ! o |
\\QJ)J -‘--/ © o= 2 * } O

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

14



Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

(P The Lord be  with you.

e
] ]
[ ]

hul ] _‘

— e e

D)
And al-so with you.

Hu f

7 A Il

W_,j o P
P Lift up your hearts.
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3 =

We lift them to  the Lord.

RS —— T oS — " T———T—
) ~ —

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

%B o *—
') Qe ~— ~_

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

15



Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

| an ﬁ [ ] P
AN3P - |
Q) |
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly  Lord, Lord God of
u
A } \
| o WAL 7
U
o ~—
pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
o }
'J S
glo - 1y Ho - san-na in the high - est.
o ——
A .
H— g
Q) S ———
Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
i ' |
Y]
of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

m
)]
P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

%! |

A - men.

=

17



Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;

f &
(b !
¢ y= ORI 7 3
o
have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
#gﬂ ¥ ¥ —
[ 4 ﬂ\ bl P-N o) é
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
P — -
| o WRA Py
AN}V M
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God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
g gu ———— N
D t - * & | O I
grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Communnion Statement
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran

Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare. Because those who eat and drink
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the

Common Cup passes. The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.
18



O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
I A ] | - I K T Y
(e J\‘ ~ P — g | —— A - o
.) U F
10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
] ] ‘I\ I\ | lI\
ﬁ%—!‘\ ' T = R S e A E
:)U ! Ir/ ‘ d d'
feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
ﬁn . — o — —eo |9 7 .J' *—
ANV L/ ] | | | L/ ] L/
Q) |4 I ! r I I r I r
Have filled my heart with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The ftrea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less jov. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
(BES=ESE S E B EE BB s
bless - ing, Oh, «cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
: ! Y ] ! ! I I
% e e e e e e
°) ’ '
gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.

Public domain
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Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
£ |
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1 Of the ©Fa-ther’'s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0O ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
S Chrst, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
R - ——
I > P { . & i I
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
£ | —
'y — . )
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He the source, the end -ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
f) : |D [
ANV o—* — 1
Q) | & d & L
have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
% ] lD I'qu ] }
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Public domain
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What Child Is This
#g Y l 5 s i X j Y I Y Y
rgn I\J ‘l ﬁup i ) - ) .I A . Y
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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LSB 370
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
e Se—
o ;

R e

Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
] Iy N
Ay —1 o = R o — N K 1' I
\Q)U I |' 7 . d_i‘)_ . #" J-)——d—d
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Public domain

Please stand, if able.
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Post-Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice andproud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

e E

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

TJD
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>
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
& e
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

s ME—
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A2V |
Q) |

A - mern.

oy

¢

Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937)

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

23



Lutheran
Church
Missouri Synod

Divine Service (Setting two)

December 29, 2019
8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Welcome in Jesus’ name.

Grace Lutheran Church Rev. John Armstrong, Pastor (Hm. 372-3162)
3201 Central Avenue Deaconess Julie McPeak, Dir. of Family Life
Columbus, IN 47203 Jinhee Kim, Dir. of Music & Organist
812-372-4859 OFFICE Taylor Brown-Fickenscher, Deaconess Intern
812-799-7274 PASTOR

office@gracecolumbus.org Russell Davies, Office Manager

www.gracecolumbus.org Sylvia Smith, Bookkeeper




Holy Communion in the
Lutheran Church

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is
intended for all who have been instructed in the
articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.
Please note our Communion statement on page
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if
you desire the Sacrament. There is additional
information about our communion practice on
the tables at the back of the sanctuary.

Preparation

Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before
partaking. The questions on page 329 of
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful.

Hymns & Music

The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we
encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of
you.




WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

To our Guests and Visitors:

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the
sanctuary.

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in
the East Wing (near the main entrance).

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937)

Confession and Absolution

Please stand, if able.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
£ . .
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gL == _  ——
1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, 1Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He  un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He 18 a ser - vant, I a lord: How great a
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o -pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

in a  hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door

To blesséd paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.



7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Public domain
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.

el
7

T —

)
Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

This is the Feast Revelation 5:12—13; 19:5-9
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This is the feast of vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

ly~/

=

whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are His.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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And al - so with you.
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(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wi

Please be seated.

Temple Talk
Children's message.

Hymn

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
1'But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.



Where is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,

2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,

who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.

Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then

an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able.

Alleluia and Verse

Common Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68
f) = A
i s — d‘\J dl
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
£ u
P AT
{1 lP = (o] I
e |
You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

: I
b

l'\e:)mv bl (=
Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18¢A voice was heard in Ramabh,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, *saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” >! And he rose and took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 2*But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

f) H ——
A4 — I
| oo W LS - ’)

NSV

Yy,

Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Sermon notes:

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23)

lives!

. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be

God and does not want God to be God”  (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against
Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517).

/ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in

se—bent toward self).

lives!

. Jesus comes as a among wolves, and are the wolves (Psalm

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).

. His inclination is self- (bent toward God and neighbor).
. He the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter
2:9-10).

11



By All Your Saints in Warfare

LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3
——

%

= . T i | -
1 By all Your  saints in war - fare, For
2 Al praise for in - fant mar - tyrs, Whom
3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther And
i I . . I i
P—g A i | i ' ' =
£ =L T —
all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
Your mys - te - rious love Called ear - ly from their
A wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
- ! ! I !
foiee === == =F
3 , , ]
Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be blest! For
war - fare To share Your home a - bove. 0
Spir - i, E - ter - nal Three in One, Till
n Il Il 1
] 1 | | | | |
o —— —
o) . . .
You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; They rest from earth - ly
A all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
] = —— . —T —=
&> s —————e—
crown; And now they shine in glo - ry
cares! Lord, grant wus crowns as  bril - liant
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - Ty
e — —
=3 L = J ‘IL ai |
Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.
E‘lél??zol:::%n J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission.
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best ” See sermon notes on page 11

Please stand, if able.

Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

We give thanks for:

the true humanity of Christ;

Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana);

our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14);

God’s blessings in 2019;

all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today);
all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran.

We pray for:

the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state;

good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm);
marriages and families in our midst;

those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class;

all who are seeking employment and career direction;

our confirmands, parents and mentors;

all who seek healing:

13



Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer,
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be

Please be seated.

Offering:

Please stand, if able

included in our prayers, please contact the church office. Thank you.

Offertory Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
IJ? ﬁ% 7 J J . \L\J Y
T 1 . 7
o) it TR ® -
What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
ﬁﬁ y 3 1 = w—" y 3
%,,n e —— —-—— Fe—2
me? I will of -fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
b —
o Wil . p— N
{rs—1 4  _— ——
call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
# y — | y
 ————— . 3
e - o 5 &
va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
f) & .
ﬂh i % S ———
CRESESEIEESS SR == == L
vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
f) T
&+ . ! o |
\\QJ)J -‘--/ © o= 2 * } O

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

(P The Lord be  with you.

e
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— e e
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And al-so with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.

RS —— T oS — " T———T—
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

%B o *—
') Qe ~— ~_

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

15



Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

| an ﬁ [ ] P
AN3P - |
Q) |
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly  Lord, Lord God of
u
A } \
| o WAL 7
U
o ~—
pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
o }
'J S
glo - 1y Ho - san-na in the high - est.
o ——
A .
H— g
Q) S ———
Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
i ' |
Y]
of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

m
)]
P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

%! |

A - men.

=
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;

f &
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
P — -
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God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
g gu ———— N
D t - * & | O I
grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Communnion Statement
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran

Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare. Because those who eat and drink
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the

Common Cup passes. The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.
18



O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
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10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
] ] ‘I\ I\ | lI\
ﬁ%—!‘\ ' T = R S e A E
:)U ! Ir/ ‘ d d'
feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
ﬁn . — o — —eo |9 7 .J' *—
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Have filled my heart with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The ftrea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less jov. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
(BES=ESE S E B EE BB s
bless - ing, Oh, «cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
: ! Y ] ! ! I I
% e e e e e e
°) ’ '
gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.

Public domain
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Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
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1 Of the ©Fa-ther’'s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0O ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
S Chrst, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end -ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
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have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Public domain
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What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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LSB 370
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
;Q ﬂ »-*
F 40 Y \ | I
: B . A - - I =7
) feo C 4
shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Public domain

Please stand, if able.
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Post-Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
—9—3 ~— N
Y 4N I 3 3
&L R
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

e E

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

TJD
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
& e
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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A - mern.
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Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937)

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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Holy Communion in the
Lutheran Church

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is
intended for all who have been instructed in the
articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.
Please note our Communion statement on page
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if
you desire the Sacrament. There is additional
information about our communion practice on
the tables at the back of the sanctuary.

Preparation

Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before
partaking. The questions on page 329 of
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful.

Hymns & Music

The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we
encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of
you.




WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

To our Guests and Visitors:

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the
sanctuary.

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in
the East Wing (near the main entrance).

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937)

Confession and Absolution

Please stand, if able.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, 1Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He  un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He 18 a ser - vant, I a lord: How great a
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o -pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

in a  hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door

To blesséd paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.



7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Public domain
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

This is the Feast Revelation 5:12—13; 19:5-9
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This is the feast of vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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Pow -er and rich - es and wis - dom and strength and
)«
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hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are His.
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fos—1t & —]
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

lu - ia. Sing with all the peo - ple of
o) i . i
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God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:
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Bless -ing and hon - or and glo - ry and might be to
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God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God,
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for the Lamb who was slain has be- gun  His reign.
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Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia



(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wi

Please be seated.

Temple Talk
Children's message.

Hymn

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
1'But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.



Where is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,

2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,

who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.

Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then

an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able.

Alleluia and Verse

Common Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68
f) = A
i s — d‘\J dl
f\\!? hul
Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
£ u
P AT
{1 lP = (o] I
e |
You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

: I
b

l'\e:)mv bl (=
Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18¢A voice was heard in Ramabh,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, *saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” >! And he rose and took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 2*But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

f) H ——
A4 — I
| oo W LS - ’)

NSV

Yy,

Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Sermon notes:

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23)

lives!

. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be

God and does not want God to be God”  (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against
Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517).

/ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in

se—bent toward self).

lives!

. Jesus comes as a among wolves, and are the wolves (Psalm

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).

. His inclination is self- (bent toward God and neighbor).
. He the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter
2:9-10).
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By All Your Saints in Warfare

LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3
——

%

= . T i | -
1 By all Your  saints in war - fare, For
2 Al praise for in - fant mar - tyrs, Whom
3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther And
i I . . I i
P—g A i | i ' ' =
£ =L T —
all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
Your mys - te - rious love Called ear - ly from their
A wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
- ! ! I !
foiee === == =F
3 , , ]
Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be blest! For
war - fare To share Your home a - bove. 0
Spir - i, E - ter - nal Three in One, Till
n Il Il 1
] 1 | | | | |
o —— —
o) . . .
You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; They rest from earth - ly
A all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
] = —— . —T —=
&> s —————e—
crown; And now they shine in glo - ry
cares! Lord, grant wus crowns as  bril - liant
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - Ty
e — —
=3 L = J ‘IL ai |
Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.
E‘lél??zol:::%n J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission.
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best ” See sermon notes on page 11

Please stand, if able.

Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

We give thanks for:

the true humanity of Christ;

Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana);

our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14);

God’s blessings in 2019;

all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today);
all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran.

We pray for:

the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state;

good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm);
marriages and families in our midst;

those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class;

all who are seeking employment and career direction;

our confirmands, parents and mentors;

all who seek healing:

13



Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer,
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be

Please be seated.

Offering:

Please stand, if able

included in our prayers, please contact the church office. Thank you.

Offertory Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
IJ? ﬁ% 7 J J . \L\J Y
T 1 . 7
o) it TR ® -
What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
ﬁﬁ y 3 1 = w—" y 3
%,,n e —— —-—— Fe—2
me? I will of -fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
b —
o Wil . p— N
{rs—1 4  _— ——
call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
# y — | y
 ————— . 3
e - o 5 &
va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
f) & .
ﬂh i % S ———
CRESESEIEESS SR == == L
vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
f) T
&+ . ! o |
\\QJ)J -‘--/ © o= 2 * } O

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

(P The Lord be  with you.

e
] ]
[ ]

hul ] _‘

— e e

D)
And al-so with you.

Hu f

7 A Il

W_,j o P
P Lift up your hearts.

-y
A8 - —
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3 =

We lift them to  the Lord.

RS —— T oS — " T———T—
) ~ —

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

%B o *—
') Qe ~— ~_

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

15



Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

| an ﬁ [ ] P
AN3P - |
Q) |
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly  Lord, Lord God of
u
A } \
| o WAL 7
U
o ~—
pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
o }
'J S
glo - 1y Ho - san-na in the high - est.
o ——
A .
H— g
Q) S ———
Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
i ' |
Y]
of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

m
)]
P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

%! |

A - men.

=
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Agnus Dei John 1:29

iy
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;

f &
(b !
¢ y= ORI 7 3
o
have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
#gﬂ ¥ ¥ —
[ 4 ﬂ\ bl P-N o) é
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
P — -
| o WRA Py
AN}V M
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God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
g gu ———— N
D t - * & | O I
grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Communnion Statement
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran

Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare. Because those who eat and drink
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the

Common Cup passes. The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.
18



O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
I A ] | - I K T Y
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10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
] ] ‘I\ I\ | lI\
ﬁ%—!‘\ ' T = R S e A E
:)U ! Ir/ ‘ d d'
feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
ﬁn . — o — —eo |9 7 .J' *—
ANV L/ ] | | | L/ ] L/
Q) |4 I ! r I I r I r
Have filled my heart with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The ftrea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less jov. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
(BES=ESE S E B EE BB s
bless - ing, Oh, «cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
: ! Y ] ! ! I I
% e e e e e e
°) ’ '
gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.

Public domain
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Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
£ |
A ! ] 1 —
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1 Of the ©Fa-ther’'s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0O ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
S Chrst, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
R - ——
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
£ | —
'y — . )
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He the source, the end -ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
f) : |D [
ANV o—* — 1
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have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
% ] lD I'qu ] }
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Public domain
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What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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LSB 370
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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F 40 Y \ | I
: B . A - - I =7
) feo C 4
shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
e Se—
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
] Iy N
Ay —1 o = R o — N K 1' I
\Q)U I |' 7 . d_i‘)_ . #" J-)——d—d
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Public domain

Please stand, if able.
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Post-Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice andproud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

e E

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

TJD
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
& e
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

s ME—
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A - mern.
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Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937)
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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Holy Communion in the
Lutheran Church

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is
intended for all who have been instructed in the
articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.
Please note our Communion statement on page
18 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if
you desire the Sacrament. There is additional
information about our communion practice on
the tables at the back of the sanctuary.

Preparation

Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before
partaking. The questions on page 329 of
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful.

Hymns & Music

The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we
encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of
you.




WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

To our Guests and Visitors:

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have
come to worship today. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the
sanctuary.

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in
the East Wing (near the main entrance).

Prelude: What child is this? Arr. by J. Innes (b. 1937)

Confession and Absolution

Please stand, if able.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
£ . .
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, 1Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He  un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He 18 a ser - vant, I a lord: How great a
h 1 [———
* 1 ' ' < | | | I
e —— ——— ———  —
glo-rious throne; To - day He o -pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No

I i ! I I ; f —— T .
e e e
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.

in a  hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.

glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door

To blesséd paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.



7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Public domain
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

This is the Feast Revelation 5:12—13; 19:5-9
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This is the feast of vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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Pow -er and rich - es and wis - dom and strength and
)«
P’ 4 ﬁ'u N
/o S i 4
A3V
o

hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are His.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

lu - ia. Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:
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Bless -ing and hon - or and glo - ry and might be to
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God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God,
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for the Lamb who was slain has be- gun  His reign.
= I
(2
) — ©
Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia



(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Wi

Please be seated.

Temple Talk
Children's message.

Hymn

I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14

T will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
%In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
1'But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.



Where is he who brought them up out of the sea

with the shepherds of his flock?

Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,

2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,

who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Bwho led them through the depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.

Like livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.

So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then

an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able.

Alleluia and Verse

Common Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68
f) = A
i s — d‘\J dl
f\\!? hul
Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

: I
b

l'\e:)mv bl (=
Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt '“and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18¢A voice was heard in Ramabh,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, *saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” >! And he rose and took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 2*But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2*And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

f) H ——
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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Sermon notes:

Humanity at its worst and at its best  (Matthew 2:13-23)

lives!

. “Man is not able by nature to want God to be God; indeed, he wants himself to be

God and does not want God to be God”  (Martin Luther, “Disputation Against
Scholastic Theology,” Thesis 17, 1517).

/ basic inclination is self-deification (incurvatus in

se—bent toward self).

lives!

. Jesus comes as a among wolves, and are the wolves (Psalm

22:16; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 10:4).

. He lets God be God (vv.13-14, 19-21; Matthew 4:1-4; 26:52-54).

. His inclination is self- (bent toward God and neighbor).
. He the history of His people, creating the New Israel (v.15; 1 Peter
2:9-10).

11



By All Your Saints in Warfare

LSB 517 sts. 1, 9, 3
——
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1 By all Your  saints in war - fare, For
2 Al praise for in - fant mar - tyrs, Whom
3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther And
i I . . I i
P—g A i | i ' ' =
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all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
Your mys - te - rious love Called ear - ly from their
A wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
- ! ! I !
foiee === == =F
3 , , ]
Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be blest! For
war - fare To share Your home a - bove. 0
Spir - i, E - ter - nal Three in One, Till
n Il Il 1
] 1 | | | | |
o —— —
o) . . .
You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; They rest from earth - ly
A all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
] = —— . —T —=
&> s —————e—
crown; And now they shine in glo - ry
cares! Lord, grant wus crowns as  bril - liant
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - Ty
e — —
=3 L = J ‘IL ai |
Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And faith as sure as theirs.
And praise to God a - lone.
E‘lél??zol:::%n J. Kuschel. Used by permission.; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission.
Sermon “Humanity at its worst and at its best ” See sermon notes on page 11

Please stand, if able.

Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

We give thanks for:

the true humanity of Christ;

Rev. Delwyn and Lenita Campbell (Gary, Indiana);

our next ALPHA Class (beginning January 14);

God’s blessings in 2019;

all who assist with Christmas Carolling (2:30 pm today);
all who give sacrificially to the ministry of Grace Lutheran.

We pray for:

the proclamation of the Gospel in our community and state;

good attendance at our New Year’s Eve service (Tuesday, 6:30pm);
marriages and families in our midst;

those we invite to Divine Services and to ALPHA Class;

all who are seeking employment and career direction;

our confirmands, parents and mentors;

all who seek healing:

13



Judy Bates, Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine
Harris, Bob Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia
Busch, John Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe
Crockett, Tammy Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer,
Pam Moorman, Terry Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger

We will be removing all the names from the prayer list at the end of the month. If you would like to resubmit a name to be

Please be seated.

Offering:

Please stand, if able

included in our prayers, please contact the church office. Thank you.

Offertory Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
IJ? ﬁ% 7 J J . \L\J Y
T 1 . 7
o) it TR ® -
What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
ﬁﬁ y 3 1 = w—" y 3
%,,n e —— —-—— Fe—2
me? I will of -fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
b —
o Wil . p— N
{rs—1 4  _— ——
call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
# y — | y
 ————— . 3
e - o 5 &
va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
f) & .
ﬂh i % S ———
CRESESEIEESS SR == == L
vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
f) T
&+ . ! o |
\\QJ)J -‘--/ © o= 2 * } O

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

(P The Lord be  with you.

e
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[ ]
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And al-so with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.

RS —— T oS — " T———T—
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

%B o *—
') Qe ~— ~_

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

15



Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

| an ﬁ [ ] P
AN3P - |
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly  Lord, Lord God of
u
A } \
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U
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pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
o }
'J S
glo - 1y Ho - san-na in the high - est.
o ——
A .
H— g
Q) S ———
Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
i ' |
Y]
of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

16



Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-25
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

m
)]
P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

%! |

A - men.

=
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;

f &
(b !
¢ y= ORI 7 3
o
have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
P — -
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God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
g gu ———— N
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Communnion Statement
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran

Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare. Because those who eat and drink
our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians
11:27-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed
at our altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the

Common Cup passes. The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.
18



O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
I A ] | - I K T Y
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10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
] ] ‘I\ I\ | lI\
ﬁ%—!‘\ ' T = R S e A E
:)U ! Ir/ ‘ d d'
feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
ﬁn . — o — —eo |9 7 .J' *—
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Have filled my heart with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The ftrea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less jov. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
(BES=ESE S E B EE BB s
bless - ing, Oh, «cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
: ! Y ] ! ! I I
% e e e e e e
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gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.

Public domain

19



Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384
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1 Of the ©Fa-ther’'s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0O ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
S Chrst, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end -ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
f) : |D [
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have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er- more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Public domain
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What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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LSB 370
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
] Iy N
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Public domain

Please stand, if able.
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Post-Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice andproud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -

—_—
* s - s
7 o

giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

TJD
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
& e
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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Postlude: Organ Symphony Op. 14, No. 1 by L. Vierne (1870-1937)
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