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Welcome in Jesus’ name. 



2 

WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship this evening. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back 

of the sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: Romance for Horn and Piano by A. Scriabin (1871-1915) - French Horn, Adam Ruble 

 
O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379 (Sts. 1, 2 & 4 All; St. 3 Choir) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

  

Lord’s Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

 BLESSING 

  

 
1st Reading  Genesis 3:1–5 

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 
had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
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(Sts. 1, 3, 5 - Sung by Cantor; sts. 2, 4, 6 - Sung by All) 
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2nd Reading  Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 
6For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming  LSB 359 (Sts. 1 & 3 Choir; sts. 2 & 4 All) 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 
 

 
 

3rd Reading  Luke 2:1–7 (KJV) 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be taxed. 
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) 
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should 
be delivered. 
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
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Away in a Manger  by C. Brock (b.1982) (Grace Choir) 
 

 
 
 
 
4th Reading  Luke 2:8–20 (KJV) 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. 
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. 
17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. 
18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 
shepherds. 
19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 
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Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB 368(Sts. 1 & 3 All; st. 2 Choir) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
5th Reading  John 1:1–14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light. 

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  



9 

O Sing of Christ  LSB 362(Sts. 1 & 3 Choir; sts. 2 & 4 All) 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1996 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 
 
 

Sermon “The Gospel is a proclamation!” See sermon notes on page 12 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 
Offering: Little Lord of Long Ago, Arr. By A.C. Lovelace (1919-2010)  

 Soprano Solo, Josie Franks 
 
 

Candle LIghting 
  

(please hold your candle upright to pass the flame and  
tilt your candle to receive the flame) 
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Silent Night, Holy Night (Sts. 1, 2, 4, & 6 All; sts. 3 & 5 Choir) 
 
1 Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon Virgin Mother and 

Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
  
2 Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia, 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
  
3. Silent night, holy night! 
God descends from the height 
Of His splendid glory above; 
Bringing mercy, salvation, and love: 
Jesus---Word become flesh. 
Jesus---Word become flesh. 
  

4. Silent night, holy night! 
Come, behold the full might 
Of a fatherly Love outpoured; 
Come, embrace your Brother and 

Lord! 
Jesus, born for the earth. 
Jesus, born for the earth. 
  
5. Silent night, holy night! 
God’s sure wrath took its flight 
When He promised to send long ago, 
One to trample the head of our foe--- 
Oh, what care for our world! 
Oh, what care for our world! 
  
6 Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848 (Stanzas 1, 2, & 6); Stephen P. Starke, 2005 (Stanzas 3-5) 
Tune: Franz Gruber, 1787–1863 Irregular 

(Reproduced by permission under OneLicense.net #A-702921) 

  
 

(please extinguish your candle) 
  
 

Collect  
 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 
O GOD, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 
your only Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our 
Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall 
come to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 
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P CHRIST, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and 
heavenly, grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make 
you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
always. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Joy to the World  LSB 387(All sing) 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 

Postlude: Gloria / Iris by M. Bedford (b. 1949) 
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Sermon Text: Luke 2:1-20 (King James Version) 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taxed. 2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, 
every one into his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5 To be 
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15 And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16 And they came with 
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17 And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 18 And all they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, 
as it was told unto them. 
 
Sermon notes: 

“The Gospel is a proclamation!” (Luke 2:1-20) 

I. Every religion in the world, other than Christianity, is ___________. 
II. Christianity is good _________, not good __________. 

A. __________ is counsel about what you need to do.  
B. __________ is a report of something that has already happened without your 

help (vv.1-14), and it creates a ____________ (v.20; Galatians 4:4-5).    
III. Which translation of verse 14 is correct?  (Answer: __________.)  

A. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” (KJV)  
B.  “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” (RSV, NASB, etc.) 
C. The gospel is not _________________ that needs to be applied, but 

_________________ to be believed!    

 
 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright 

© 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship this evening. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back 

of the sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: Romance for Horn and Piano by A. Scriabin (1871-1915) - French Horn, Adam Ruble 

 
O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379 (Sts. 1, 2 & 4 All; St. 3 Choir) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

  

Lord’s Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

 BLESSING 

  

 
1st Reading  Genesis 3:1–5 

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 
had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
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(Sts. 1, 3, 5 - Sung by Cantor; sts. 2, 4, 6 - Sung by All) 
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2nd Reading  Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 
6For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming  LSB 359 (Sts. 1 & 3 Choir; sts. 2 & 4 All) 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 
 

 
 

3rd Reading  Luke 2:1–7 (KJV) 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be taxed. 
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) 
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should 
be delivered. 
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
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Away in a Manger  by C. Brock (b.1982) (Grace Choir) 
 

 
 
 
 
4th Reading  Luke 2:8–20 (KJV) 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. 
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. 
17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. 
18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 
shepherds. 
19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 
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Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB 368(Sts. 1 & 3 All; st. 2 Choir) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
5th Reading  John 1:1–14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light. 

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
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O Sing of Christ  LSB 362(Sts. 1 & 3 Choir; sts. 2 & 4 All) 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1996 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 
 
 

Sermon “The Gospel is a proclamation!” See sermon notes on page 12 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 
Offering: Little Lord of Long Ago, Arr. By A.C. Lovelace (1919-2010)  

 Soprano Solo, Josie Franks 
 
 

Candle LIghting 
  

(please hold your candle upright to pass the flame and  
tilt your candle to receive the flame) 
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Silent Night, Holy Night (Sts. 1, 2, 4, & 6 All; sts. 3 & 5 Choir) 
 
1 Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon Virgin Mother and 

Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
  
2 Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia, 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
  
3. Silent night, holy night! 
God descends from the height 
Of His splendid glory above; 
Bringing mercy, salvation, and love: 
Jesus---Word become flesh. 
Jesus---Word become flesh. 
  

4. Silent night, holy night! 
Come, behold the full might 
Of a fatherly Love outpoured; 
Come, embrace your Brother and 

Lord! 
Jesus, born for the earth. 
Jesus, born for the earth. 
  
5. Silent night, holy night! 
God’s sure wrath took its flight 
When He promised to send long ago, 
One to trample the head of our foe--- 
Oh, what care for our world! 
Oh, what care for our world! 
  
6 Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848 (Stanzas 1, 2, & 6); Stephen P. Starke, 2005 (Stanzas 3-5) 
Tune: Franz Gruber, 1787–1863 Irregular 

(Reproduced by permission under OneLicense.net #A-702921) 

  
 

(please extinguish your candle) 
  
 

Collect  
 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 
O GOD, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 
your only Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our 
Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall 
come to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 
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P CHRIST, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and 
heavenly, grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make 
you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
always. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Joy to the World  LSB 387(All sing) 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 

Postlude: Gloria / Iris by M. Bedford (b. 1949) 
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Sermon Text: Luke 2:1-20 (King James Version) 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taxed. 2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, 
every one into his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5 To be 
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15 And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16 And they came with 
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17 And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 18 And all they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, 
as it was told unto them. 
 
Sermon notes: 

“The Gospel is a proclamation!” (Luke 2:1-20) 

I. Every religion in the world, other than Christianity, is ___________. 
II. Christianity is good _________, not good __________. 

A. __________ is counsel about what you need to do.  
B. __________ is a report of something that has already happened without your 

help (vv.1-14), and it creates a ____________ (v.20; Galatians 4:4-5).    
III. Which translation of verse 14 is correct?  (Answer: __________.)  

A. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” (KJV)  
B.  “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” (RSV, NASB, etc.) 
C. The gospel is not _________________ that needs to be applied, but 

_________________ to be believed!    
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship this evening. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back 

of the sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: Romance for Horn and Piano by A. Scriabin (1871-1915) - French Horn, Adam Ruble 

 
O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379 (Sts. 1, 2 & 4 All; St. 3 Choir) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

  

Lord’s Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

 BLESSING 

  

 
1st Reading  Genesis 3:1–5 

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 
had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
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(Sts. 1, 3, 5 - Sung by Cantor; sts. 2, 4, 6 - Sung by All) 
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2nd Reading  Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 
6For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming  LSB 359 (Sts. 1 & 3 Choir; sts. 2 & 4 All) 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 
 

 
 

3rd Reading  Luke 2:1–7 (KJV) 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be taxed. 
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) 
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should 
be delivered. 
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
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Away in a Manger  by C. Brock (b.1982) (Grace Choir) 
 

 
 
 
 
4th Reading  Luke 2:8–20 (KJV) 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. 
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. 
17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. 
18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 
shepherds. 
19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 
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Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB 368(Sts. 1 & 3 All; st. 2 Choir) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
5th Reading  John 1:1–14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light. 

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
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O Sing of Christ  LSB 362(Sts. 1 & 3 Choir; sts. 2 & 4 All) 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1996 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 
 
 

Sermon “The Gospel is a proclamation!” See sermon notes on page 12 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 
Offering: Little Lord of Long Ago, Arr. By A.C. Lovelace (1919-2010)  

 Soprano Solo, Josie Franks 
 
 

Candle LIghting 
  

(please hold your candle upright to pass the flame and  
tilt your candle to receive the flame) 
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Silent Night, Holy Night (Sts. 1, 2, 4, & 6 All; sts. 3 & 5 Choir) 
 
1 Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon Virgin Mother and 

Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
  
2 Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia, 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
  
3. Silent night, holy night! 
God descends from the height 
Of His splendid glory above; 
Bringing mercy, salvation, and love: 
Jesus---Word become flesh. 
Jesus---Word become flesh. 
  

4. Silent night, holy night! 
Come, behold the full might 
Of a fatherly Love outpoured; 
Come, embrace your Brother and 

Lord! 
Jesus, born for the earth. 
Jesus, born for the earth. 
  
5. Silent night, holy night! 
God’s sure wrath took its flight 
When He promised to send long ago, 
One to trample the head of our foe--- 
Oh, what care for our world! 
Oh, what care for our world! 
  
6 Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848 (Stanzas 1, 2, & 6); Stephen P. Starke, 2005 (Stanzas 3-5) 
Tune: Franz Gruber, 1787–1863 Irregular 

(Reproduced by permission under OneLicense.net #A-702921) 

  
 

(please extinguish your candle) 
  
 

Collect  
 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 
O GOD, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 
your only Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our 
Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall 
come to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 
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P CHRIST, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and 
heavenly, grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make 
you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
always. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Joy to the World  LSB 387(All sing) 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 

Postlude: Gloria / Iris by M. Bedford (b. 1949) 
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Sermon Text: Luke 2:1-20 (King James Version) 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taxed. 2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, 
every one into his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5 To be 
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15 And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16 And they came with 
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17 And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 18 And all they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, 
as it was told unto them. 
 
Sermon notes: 

“The Gospel is a proclamation!” (Luke 2:1-20) 

I. Every religion in the world, other than Christianity, is ___________. 
II. Christianity is good _________, not good __________. 

A. __________ is counsel about what you need to do.  
B. __________ is a report of something that has already happened without your 

help (vv.1-14), and it creates a ____________ (v.20; Galatians 4:4-5).    
III. Which translation of verse 14 is correct?  (Answer: __________.)  

A. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” (KJV)  
B.  “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” (RSV, NASB, etc.) 
C. The gospel is not _________________ that needs to be applied, but 

_________________ to be believed!    
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship this evening. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back 

of the sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: Romance for Horn and Piano by A. Scriabin (1871-1915) - French Horn, Adam Ruble 

 
O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379 (Sts. 1, 2 & 4 All; St. 3 Choir) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

  

Lord’s Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

 BLESSING 

  

 
1st Reading  Genesis 3:1–5 

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 
had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
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(Sts. 1, 3, 5 - Sung by Cantor; sts. 2, 4, 6 - Sung by All) 
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2nd Reading  Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 
6For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming  LSB 359 (Sts. 1 & 3 Choir; sts. 2 & 4 All) 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 
 

 
 

3rd Reading  Luke 2:1–7 (KJV) 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be taxed. 
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) 
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should 
be delivered. 
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
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Away in a Manger  by C. Brock (b.1982) (Grace Choir) 
 

 
 
 
 
4th Reading  Luke 2:8–20 (KJV) 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. 
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. 
17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. 
18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 
shepherds. 
19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 
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Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB 368(Sts. 1 & 3 All; st. 2 Choir) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
5th Reading  John 1:1–14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light. 

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
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O Sing of Christ  LSB 362(Sts. 1 & 3 Choir; sts. 2 & 4 All) 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1996 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 
 
 

Sermon “The Gospel is a proclamation!” See sermon notes on page 12 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 
Offering: Little Lord of Long Ago, Arr. By A.C. Lovelace (1919-2010)  

 Soprano Solo, Josie Franks 
 
 

Candle LIghting 
  

(please hold your candle upright to pass the flame and  
tilt your candle to receive the flame) 
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Silent Night, Holy Night (Sts. 1, 2, 4, & 6 All; sts. 3 & 5 Choir) 
 
1 Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon Virgin Mother and 

Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
  
2 Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia, 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
  
3. Silent night, holy night! 
God descends from the height 
Of His splendid glory above; 
Bringing mercy, salvation, and love: 
Jesus---Word become flesh. 
Jesus---Word become flesh. 
  

4. Silent night, holy night! 
Come, behold the full might 
Of a fatherly Love outpoured; 
Come, embrace your Brother and 

Lord! 
Jesus, born for the earth. 
Jesus, born for the earth. 
  
5. Silent night, holy night! 
God’s sure wrath took its flight 
When He promised to send long ago, 
One to trample the head of our foe--- 
Oh, what care for our world! 
Oh, what care for our world! 
  
6 Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848 (Stanzas 1, 2, & 6); Stephen P. Starke, 2005 (Stanzas 3-5) 
Tune: Franz Gruber, 1787–1863 Irregular 

(Reproduced by permission under OneLicense.net #A-702921) 

  
 

(please extinguish your candle) 
  
 

Collect  
 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 
O GOD, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 
your only Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our 
Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall 
come to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 
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P CHRIST, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and 
heavenly, grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make 
you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
always. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Joy to the World  LSB 387(All sing) 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 

Postlude: Gloria / Iris by M. Bedford (b. 1949) 
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Sermon Text: Luke 2:1-20 (King James Version) 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taxed. 2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, 
every one into his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5 To be 
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15 And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16 And they came with 
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17 And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 18 And all they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, 
as it was told unto them. 
 
Sermon notes: 

“The Gospel is a proclamation!” (Luke 2:1-20) 

I. Every religion in the world, other than Christianity, is ___________. 
II. Christianity is good _________, not good __________. 

A. __________ is counsel about what you need to do.  
B. __________ is a report of something that has already happened without your 

help (vv.1-14), and it creates a ____________ (v.20; Galatians 4:4-5).    
III. Which translation of verse 14 is correct?  (Answer: __________.)  

A. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” (KJV)  
B.  “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” (RSV, NASB, etc.) 
C. The gospel is not _________________ that needs to be applied, but 

_________________ to be believed!    

 
 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright 

© 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 



1 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lutheran  
Church  
Missouri Synod 

Grace Lutheran Church     Rev. John Armstrong, Pastor (Hm. 372-3162) 
3201 Central Avenue Deaconess Julie McPeak, Dir. of Family Life 
Columbus, IN  47203 Jinhee Kim, Dir. of Music & Organist 
812-372-4859     OFFICE Taylor Brown-Fickenscher, Deaconess Intern 
812-799-7274     PASTOR  
office@gracecolumbus.org Russell Davies, Office Manager 
www.gracecolumbus.org Sylvia Smith, Bookkeeper 

A Service of Lessons & Carols 
December 24, 2019 

6:30 p.m. 

Welcome in Jesus’ name. 



2 

WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ and a blessed Christmas season to you! We are glad you have 
come to worship this evening. Please pick up a Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back 

of the sanctuary. 
  

Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 
important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 

the East Wing (near the main entrance). 
 

Prelude: Romance for Horn and Piano by A. Scriabin (1871-1915) - French Horn, Adam Ruble 

 
O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379 (Sts. 1, 2 & 4 All; St. 3 Choir) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

  

Lord’s Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

 BLESSING 

  

 
1st Reading  Genesis 3:1–5 

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 
had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
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(Sts. 1, 3, 5 - Sung by Cantor; sts. 2, 4, 6 - Sung by All) 
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2nd Reading  Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 
6For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming  LSB 359 (Sts. 1 & 3 Choir; sts. 2 & 4 All) 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 
 

 
 

3rd Reading  Luke 2:1–7 (KJV) 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be taxed. 
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) 
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should 
be delivered. 
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
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Away in a Manger  by C. Brock (b.1982) (Grace Choir) 
 

 
 
 
 
4th Reading  Luke 2:8–20 (KJV) 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. 
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. 
17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. 
18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 
shepherds. 
19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 
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Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB 368(Sts. 1 & 3 All; st. 2 Choir) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
5th Reading  John 1:1–14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light. 

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
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O Sing of Christ  LSB 362(Sts. 1 & 3 Choir; sts. 2 & 4 All) 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1996 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
 
 
 

Sermon “The Gospel is a proclamation!” See sermon notes on page 12 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 
Offering: Little Lord of Long Ago, Arr. By A.C. Lovelace (1919-2010)  

 Soprano Solo, Josie Franks 
 
 

Candle LIghting 
  

(please hold your candle upright to pass the flame and  
tilt your candle to receive the flame) 
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Silent Night, Holy Night (Sts. 1, 2, 4, & 6 All; sts. 3 & 5 Choir) 
 
1 Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon Virgin Mother and 

Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
  
2 Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia, 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
  
3. Silent night, holy night! 
God descends from the height 
Of His splendid glory above; 
Bringing mercy, salvation, and love: 
Jesus---Word become flesh. 
Jesus---Word become flesh. 
  

4. Silent night, holy night! 
Come, behold the full might 
Of a fatherly Love outpoured; 
Come, embrace your Brother and 

Lord! 
Jesus, born for the earth. 
Jesus, born for the earth. 
  
5. Silent night, holy night! 
God’s sure wrath took its flight 
When He promised to send long ago, 
One to trample the head of our foe--- 
Oh, what care for our world! 
Oh, what care for our world! 
  
6 Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848 (Stanzas 1, 2, & 6); Stephen P. Starke, 2005 (Stanzas 3-5) 
Tune: Franz Gruber, 1787–1863 Irregular 

(Reproduced by permission under OneLicense.net #A-702921) 

  
 

(please extinguish your candle) 
  
 

Collect  
 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 
O GOD, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 
your only Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our 
Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall 
come to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 



11 

P CHRIST, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and 
heavenly, grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make 
you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
always. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Joy to the World  LSB 387(All sing) 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 

Postlude: Gloria / Iris by M. Bedford (b. 1949) 
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Sermon Text: Luke 2:1-20 (King James Version) 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taxed. 2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, 
every one into his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5 To be 
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15 And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16 And they came with 
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17 And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 18 And all they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, 
as it was told unto them. 
 
Sermon notes: 

“The Gospel is a proclamation!” (Luke 2:1-20) 

I. Every religion in the world, other than Christianity, is ___________. 
II. Christianity is good _________, not good __________. 

A. __________ is counsel about what you need to do.  
B. __________ is a report of something that has already happened without your 

help (vv.1-14), and it creates a ____________ (v.20; Galatians 4:4-5).    
III. Which translation of verse 14 is correct?  (Answer: __________.)  

A. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” (KJV)  
B.  “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” (RSV, NASB, etc.) 
C. The gospel is not _________________ that needs to be applied, but 

_________________ to be believed!    
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