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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 



3 

WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 
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Public domain 
 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 



15 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 
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Public domain 
 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 



12 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 
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Public domain 
 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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6 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 

 

 



19 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

 
 
 
 
 

Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 
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Public domain 
 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

 
 
 
 
 

Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 

 

 



19 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 



5 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 
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Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 
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Public domain 
 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 



3 

WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 
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Public domain 
 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 
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Public domain 
 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 
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Public domain 
 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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Holy Communion in the  

Lutheran Church 
  

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
intended for all who have been instructed in the 

articles of our Lutheran faith, who repent of 
their sins and who desire God’s forgiveness.  

Please note our Communion statement on page 
17 and please speak with Pastor Armstrong if 
you desire the Sacrament.  There is additional 
information about our communion practice on 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary. 

Preparation 

 Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves before 
partaking. The questions on page 329 of 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) may be helpful. 

 

Hymns & Music 

 The hymns and liturgical music in the bulletin are 
melody only. If you wish to sing in SATB “parts” we 

encourage you to follow along in the Lutheran Service 
Book (LSB) which you can find under the pew in front of 

you. 
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WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 

 To our Guests and Visitors:  

Welcome in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! We are glad you have come to worship today. Please pick up a 
Welcome folder before you leave. They are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

  
Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged in worship. Indeed, from ancient times they have been an 

important part of the worshipping community (Joel 2:15-16). If needed, however, there is a nursery available in 
the East Wing (near the main entrance). 

 

Prelude: Nun Komm Der Heiden Heiland (Now Come, Saviour of the Gentiles), BWV 659 /  
  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
 

Confession of Sins  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

  
 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10–17 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your 
people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon notes: 

“What Child is this?”  (Matthew 1:18-25) 

I. Jesus’ “other parent.” 
A. The most important thing a father can do for his children is 

__________________________ (v.19). 
B. Joseph formally___________ Jesus (vv.21, 25). 

  
II. The first name:  Ye-shua (“Lord, save/help!”) (v.21). 

A. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
B. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 
C. “for He will save His people from their sins (v.21). 

 
III. The second name:  Immanu-el (“God with us”) (v.23). 

A. The ____________ - _____________ character of Scripture (v.22). 
B. The ____________ - _____________ character of Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh (v.23; John 1:1, 14). 
C. Jesus is God’s ________________________ (Matthew 28:20). 
D. His names _______________ us. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon  See sermon notes on page 9 
 

Please stand, if able. 
 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
We give thanks for: 

 the comforting names and presence of Jesus; 
 Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson (Russia); 
 our Grace Library; 
 our MOPS and MOPSKids ministries. 
 our ESL and IFC ministries; 
 our ushers, sound techs, nursery helpers and altar guild; 
 our Children’s Christmas Program. 

 
We pray for: 

 the Russian people; 
 unity in our nation; 
 safety for those travelling; 
 those we are inviting to Divine Services and to ALPHA Classes; 
 all seeking healing… 

Hunter Jessie, Gordy & Bev Franks, Curtis Waggoner, Maxine Harris, Bob 
Elkins, Barbara Davies, George Nentrup, Josh Jacob, Tricia Busch, John 
Battin, Pastor Lou Vician, Ruth Boxman, Jay Kell, Chloe Crockett, Tammy 
Mocas, Bruce Otte, Marilyn Bulthuis, Vivian Schroer, Pam Moorman, Terry 
Galbraith, Mary Ann Denninger 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Offering: (10:30 am) Thou Shalt Know Him by M. Sirett (b. 1952) 

Grace Adult Choir, 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our LordMatthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:25–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Distribution 
 

Communnion Statement  
Holy Communion at Grace Lutheran 
  
Together with Holy Scripture and the early Christian church, we Lutherans confess that 
in the Lord’s Supper, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His 
very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. We value your presence among us and are 
genuinely interested in your spiritual welfare.  Because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at our 
altar (1 Corinthians 10:17), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
beliefs differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked to first speak with the Pastor. May God’s richest blessings be 
yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. If you take an individual cup, please hold it until the 
Common Cup passes.  The Pastor will then know who wants the Common Cup.   
  
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 
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Public domain 
 
 
 

Please stand, if able. 

 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

Thank the Lord  
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 
 

Postlude:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Arr. by J. B. Weber (b. 1988) 
     Grace Handbell Choir, 
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