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Lent Theme: 2024-Honest Repentance: February 18-March 17th  
 
HONEST REPENTANCE (Midweek Lent Series) 
Repentance starts with being honest before God and ourselves 
about who we are. When it comes to sin, everyone has a  
natural impulse to hide, but repentance means finding the 
courage to be honest. It also means having faith in the promise 
of forgiveness. But being honest about faith means recognizing 
that faith is contested on many sides not only by society, but 
by our own experiences, and sometimes even by the actions of 
God himself. 
Finally, repentance means becoming more human, not less.  
Because our thoughts, desires, and actions are so linked with 
sin, it is easy to view repentance as fighting against our  
humanity as if holiness meant trying to stifle as many of our 
natural human impulses as possible. But honest repentance  
recognizes that sin is the thing that stifles our humanity, while 
repentance results in our natural impulses functioning more as 
God designed them. 
 

Holy Week 

March 28th: Maundy Thursday 6:30 p.m. 
March 29th: Good Friday 1:30 and 6:30 p.m. 
March 31st: Easter Worship: 6:00, 8:00, and 10:30 a.m. 
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Fifth Midweek in Lent  
March 20, 2024  6:30 p.m.                                       

 
As We Gather 
Repentance starts with being honest before God and ourselves about who we are. When it 
comes to sin, everyone has a natural impulse to hide, but repentance means finding the 
courage to be honest. It also means having faith in the promise of forgiveness. But being 
honest about faith means recognizing that faith is contested on many sides not only by 
society, but by our own experiences, and sometimes even by the actions of God himself. 
Finally, repentance means becoming more human, not less. Because our thoughts,  
desires, and actions are so linked with sin, it is easy to view repentance as fighting 
against our humanity as if holiness meant trying to stifle as many of our natural human 
impulses as possible. But honest repentance  recognizes that sin is the thing that stifles 
our humanity, while repentance results in our natural impulses functioning more as God 
designed them. 
 

Hymn    “Go to Dark Gethsemane”                LSB 436 
 
 
Opening Sentences          Psalm 118:24; 113:3; Joel 2:13; Matthew 16:24; Isaiah 53:5 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
  

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

P Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
  

P Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
  

P Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
  

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  

 beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Hymn   “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”  LSB 447 vv. 13-18; based on the words from  
Jesus from John 19:28-30 
 

 

 

 
 
17 Save us in our soul’s distress; 

Be our help to cheer and bless 
While we grow in holiness: 
    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 
18 Brighten all our heav’nward way 

With an ever holier ray 
Till we pass to perfect day: 
    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005495 

 

 

 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. 

Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Offering 

 

Prayer 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord’s Prayer                                                 On Screens or in the back of the hymnal 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P O gracious and loving God, we give to You our greatest heartfelt thanks for the love 
You have shown to the world in the silent service of Your Son’s death for us on the 
cross. Grant that Your saving love capture the heart of every sinner with saving faith. 
By the washing of regeneration of water and the Spirit, make us Your family of faith 
filled with Your love and life; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Collect for the Word 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 
Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Luther’s Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

 Amen. 

 

Blessing 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 
preserve you. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Canticle                                                                                 LSB 261 

 

Congregation: 

 

 

 
  

Cantor: With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 
 And you will say in that day: 
 “Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 
 make known His deeds among the peoples, 
 proclaim that His name is exalted.” 

  
Congregation: The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my 

salvation. 

 
Cantor: Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 
 let this be made known in all the earth. 
 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion,  
 for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

  
Congregation: The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my 

salvation. 

  
Cantor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 
Congregation: The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my 

salvation. 

 

 

First Reading             Exodus 14:10—15:1 
      10When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the 
Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel 
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cried out to the Lord. 11They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt 
that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bring-
ing us out of Egypt? 12Is not this what we said to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone that we 
may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 
than to die in the wilderness.” 13And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and 
see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom 
you see today, you shall never see again. 14The Lord will fight for you, and you have only 
to be silent.” 
     15The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go for-
ward. 16Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the 
people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17And I will harden the hearts of 
the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all 
his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18And the Egyptians shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 
     19Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went be-
hind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 
20coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and 
the darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night. 
       21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back 
by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 
22And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being 
a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued and went in 
after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 
24And in the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the 
Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25clogging their chariot 
wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, 
for the Lord fights for them against the Egyptians.” 
      26Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water 
may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27So 
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course 
when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the Lord threw the Egyp-
tians into the midst of the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of 
them remained. 29But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the wa-
ters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 
      30Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw 
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great power that the Lord used 
against the Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and 
in his servant Moses. 

 1Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying, 

“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
 the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading                  John 19:28–42 
      28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I 
thirst.” 29A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on 
a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he 
said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
      31Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the 
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their 
legs might be broken and that they might be taken away. 32So the soldiers came and 
broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33But when 
they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34But 
one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and 
water. 35He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is 
telling the truth—that you also may believe. 36For these things took place that the Scrip-
ture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37And again another Scrip-
ture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.” 
      38After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for 
fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave 
him permission. So he came and took away his body. 39Nicodemus also, who earlier had 
come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five 
pounds in weight. 40So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the 
spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now in the place where he was crucified 
there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 
42So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they 
laid Jesus there. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory        1 John 2:1; Psalm 32:1 

P We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

  

P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

  

P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 

Hymn   “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”               LSB 722 
 

Sermon “Salvation”                                   Text:  Exodus 14:10–15:1                                                                               
 

Creedal Hymn   “We All Believe in One True God”               LSB 953  

 


