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Lent Theme: 2024-Honest Repentance: February 18-March 17th  
 
HONEST REPENTANCE (Midweek Lent Series) 
Repentance starts with being honest before God and ourselves 
about who we are. When it comes to sin, everyone has a natu-
ral impulse to hide, but repentance means finding the courage 
to be honest. It also means having faith in the promise of for-
giveness. But being honest about faith means recognizing that 
faith is contested on many sides not only by society, but by our 
own experiences, and sometimes even by the actions of God 
himself. 
Finally, repentance means becoming more human, not less. Be-
cause our thoughts, desires, and actions are so linked with sin, 
it is easy to view repentance as fighting against our humanity 
as if holiness meant trying to stifle as many of our natural hu-
man impulses as possible. But honest repentance recognizes 
that sin is the thing that stifles our humanity, while repent-
ance results in our natural impulses functioning more as God 
designed them. 
 

Midweek Lent Worship: Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  
March 13th: “Purification” Daniel 3 

March 20th: “Salvation” Exodus 14 

 
Holy Week 

March 28th: Maundy Thursday 6:30 p.m. 
March 29th: Good Friday 1:30 and 6:30 p.m. 
March 31st: Easter Worship: 6:00, 8:00, and 10:30 a.m. 
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Fourth Midweek in Lent  
March 13, 2024   6:30 p.m.                                  

 
As We Gather 
Repentance starts with being honest before God and ourselves about who we are. 
When it comes to sin, everyone has a natural impulse to hide, but repentance means 
finding the courage to be honest. It also means having faith in the promise of  
forgiveness. But being honest about faith means recognizing that faith is contested 
on many sides not only by society, but by our own experiences, and sometimes even 
by the actions of God himself. Finally, repentance means becoming more human, not 
less. Because our thoughts, desires, and actions are so linked with sin, it is easy to 
view repentance as fighting against our humanity as if holiness meant trying to stifle 
as many of our natural human impulses as possible. But honest repentance   
recognizes that sin is the thing that stifles our humanity, while repentance results in 
our natural impulses functioning more as God designed them. 

  

Hymn   “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”             LSB 435 
 

 

Opening Sentences           Psalm 118:24; 113:3; Joel 2:13; Matthew 16:24; Isaiah 53:5 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
  

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

P Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
  

P Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
  

P Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
  

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the be-
ginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Hymn   “I Lie, O Lord, within Your Care”            LSB 885 vv. 1-3, 5-6, 8 
 

 

 

 

 

6 Each dawning day to which I wake 

    Will show Your hand still guiding 

And ev’ry good my life requires 

    Your grace again providing. 

 

8 Since You have gently touched my eyes, 

    I’ll sleep through tears of sorrow. 

Though long the night, my God, my friend, 

    Will be my guide tomorrow. 

 

 

Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005495 

Tune: © 1999 Joseph Herl. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005495 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. 

Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 

P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 

Hymn     “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”                 LSB 919 

 

Sermon: “Purification”                       Text: Daniel 3                                                                                         

 

Creedal Hymn   “We All Believe in One True God”              LSB 953  

 

Offering 

 

Prayer 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord’s Prayer                    on the screens or in the back of the hymnal                                                                                                   

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Collect for the Word 

 

Luther’s Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

 Amen. 

 

Blessing 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 
preserve you. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Canticle                    LSB 261 

 

Congregation: 

 

 

 

  

Cantor: With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 

 And you will say in that day: 

 “Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 

 make known His deeds among the peoples, 

 proclaim that His name is exalted.” 

  

Congregation: The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salva-

tion. 

 

Cantor: Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 

 let this be made known in all the earth. 

 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion,  

 for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

  

Congregation: The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salva-

tion. 
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Cantor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

Congregation: The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salva-

tion. 

 

 

First Reading         Daniel 3:13–30 
      13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar  
answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do 
not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? 15Now if you are ready 
when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of 
music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do 
not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the 
god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 
      16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O  
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17If this be so, our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
out of your hand, O king. 18But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve 
your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 
      19Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was 
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven 
times more than it was usually heated. 20And he ordered some of the mighty men of his 
army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery 
furnace. 21Then these men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their 
other garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22Because the 
king’s order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those 
men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23And these three men, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace.   
      24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his 
counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to 
the king, “True, O king.” 25He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking 
in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a 
son of the gods.” 
      26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he de-
clared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out, 
and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And 
the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and 
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saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their 
heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon 
them. 28Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and 
set aside the king’s command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship 
any god except their own God. 29Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or  
language that speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall 
be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is 
able to rescue in this way.” 30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
in the province of Babylon. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading                  John 19:16b–27 
       So they took Jesus, 17and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the 
place of a skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18There they crucified him, and with 
him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. 19Pilate also wrote an in-
scription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 
20Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near 
the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21So the chief priests of 
the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, 
I am King of the Jews.’” 22Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 
      23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into 
four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in 
one piece from top to bottom, 24so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast 
lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, 

 “They divided my garments among them, 
 and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, 25but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and 
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, 
behold, your son!” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that 
hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory          1 John 2:1; Psalm 32:1 

P We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 


