
December 24, 2021         Christmas Eve 1, 3, 5 
 
As We Gather 

Throughout history, our gracious God has made outlandish promises. His spokesmen, the writers of biblical books, said 
that a descendant of David would come to sit on an eternal royal throne. More than that, His titles would include some 
reserved for God in heaven. He was and is a Wonderful Counselor, revealing God’s love in His own life and death; the 
Mighty God, though hidden within fragile flesh and blood; the Everlasting Father, though trapped in time and space; 
and the Prince of Peace, ruling not by enforcement of divine law but by forgiving all who call to Him for grace and 
mercy. Today, we celebrate His birth among us in time, as promised long ago and in our hearts each day. 
 
 

HYMN        “O Come, All Ye Faithful”      LSB 379 
 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 1 John 4:9, 12b 
P Brothers and sisters, although “God abides in us and His love is perfected in us,” we sin every day and need the 

assurance of His forgiveness. Let us go to God, seeking His power to amend our sinful lives. 
 
Lord Jesus, the love of God made manifest among us, 

C we have not loved You with our whole heart, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. Without Your 
help we cannot change. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

WORD 
 
Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

 
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 

C Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He 
comes to be our Judge; 

  
P through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 

CHOIR   (3:00 and 5:00)     “All Is Well”                                                                        Accompanist - Carolyn Berg 
 
 



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:10–11 
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
 and his arm rules for him; 
behold, his reward is with him, 
 and his recompense before him. 
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 
 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
he will carry them in his bosom, 
 and gently lead those that are with young. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 
P To us a child is born, 
C to us a son is given; 
  
P and the government shall be upon His shoulder. 
C And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
  
P Sing to the Lord a new song, 
C for He has done marvelous things! 
 

Epistle Isaiah 7:10–14 
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 
12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! 
Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before 
they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man 
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took 
his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
HYMN        “Hark the Glad Sound”    LSB 349 
 
Sermon 

 
Offering 

 
Offertory Hymn    “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”   LSB 390 
 

 

 
 
Offertory Prayer 

P Let us pray. 
 
Receive, heavenly Father, these our offerings, signs of Your goodness and symbols of our love. Accept them for 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who was born among us that He could die for us. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Gracious God, receive our plea; 



C hear the prayers to You we bring, Father, Spirit, newborn King. 
  

SACRAMENT 
 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You 
have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love 
those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Text: © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 520675 

 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord our God, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 

Son into time and space as You had promised. He has borne our sin and become our Savior. Gathered in the name 
of Jesus, we ask, O Lord, that You forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Gather us 
together with all Your saints on that day when we join them at the eternal banquet, which we anticipate in this 
foretaste of the feast to come. To You—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—be all praise and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 



C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 520675 

 

Distribution Hymns 
“Angels We Have Heard on High”      LSB 368 
“Away in a Manger”          LSB 364 
“Joy to the World”       LSB 387  
“Angels from the Realms of Glory”   LSB 367 

 



Collect 
P Let us pray. 

 
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

C Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His 
joys in heaven; 

  
P through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 

HYMN       “Silent Night, Holy Night”       LSB 363 
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