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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and Preschool 

2220 E College Ave Appleton, WI 54915 

920-734-9643   Fax: 920-882-8978     

www.goodsheplutheran.net 

Regular Office Hours: 

Monday—Wednesday 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Email: goodshep@gslchurch.net 

October 2020 Newsletter 

ALTAR FLOWERS: are given to the glory of God by Melissa Hanson 
 

BAPTISM: (12:00 PM) Beau Anders Johnson; Parents: Ethan Johnson and Alexandra Bergquist; Sponsors: Allyson Rye and Christopher Rye 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:  Prayers for Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison president of our LCMS Synod. Rev. Dwayne Lueck, president of our 
NWD, Rev. Jeff Smiles our Circuit Visitor for our district. Those affected by the wild fires and hurricane Sally. For our church members and staff 
as we navigate through this COVID-19. Healing Prayers: Edward Flynn. Members, friends and family who are ill and recovering from the Corona 
Virus. 
  

PRAYERS FOR OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILIES: Each week we will be lifting up our family members in prayers. Please take your bulletin 
news home so you can pray for the families during the week. We will be listing every family in the congregation up in prayer during the year. 

 Terry & Anne Tischauser 

 Lonnie & Candace Wolf 

 Paul & Ellen Biesterveld, Tyler, Reid 
 

The names we list are from what we have in our church records; if it is not listed correctly, please notify the church office so we can update our 
records. For prayer requests, please call or email the church office to be listed in the prayers.—Thank you. 
 

THEME FOR 2020: JESUS OUR SHEPHERD 
We will as the flock of the Shepherd, follow where He leads!  
  (1) We will be faithful in Worship: (2) We will be faithful in our receiving God’s Word at home and through the Church (3) We will be those who 

live without fear or want. (4) We will be those who lives bear witness to our faith in Jesus that the flock may grow and flourish. We will rejoice 
in our life together. This will all be possible, as we remember these familiar words from David in “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want.” Psalm 23:1 Jesus our Shepherd! This year and always! 

Book Club News 
 
Our September meeting was preempted by the wonderful presentation given by Johanna Garton, author of 
“Edge of the Map.”  Johanna talked about her connection to Christine Bostkoff, a world record female moun-
taineer, who was a member of Good Shepherd.  Christine's mother, Joyce Feld, is still a member and went 
through a difficult 8 months in the search and recovery of Christine.   Christine and her climbing partner were 
caught in an avalanche on a mountain peak in China. Johanna wrote of not only that fateful time, but how 
Christine's life was a remarkable tale that needed to be told. 
 Since we were not able to discuss the September book selection, “A Gentleman in Moscow” will be 
discussed at our October 12th book club meeting.  We will also be discussing, “Nine Perfect Strangers” by Li-
ane Moriarty.  We start promptly at 7pm and we'll socially distance so that everyone is comfortable in the 
Community Room.  Please feel free to join us! 
 Here are the next three books: 

October 12 
Book:   A Gentleman in Moscow     

Author:    Amor Towles 
October 12 

Book:  Nine Perfect Strangers 
Author:   Liane Moriarty 

November 9 
Book:     Edge of the Map 
Author:  Johanna Garton 



2 

          

 

 

     Finance Board 

Finance Update on the Government Loan (PPP) 

We received the PPP loan back on May 12, 2020, for $69,100 from the United States Small Business Administration, loan 

services provided by Fox Communities Credit Union. The government (SBA) said that those funds in order to be forgiven 

could only be used for salaries and utilities, that is what those funds were used to pay. 

 

The PPP is a loan from the government until such time the United States government tells us it is a grant. That time is not 

now. Fox Communities Credit Union advises that we wait for a clear path for loan forgiveness; this is expected to be 

forthcoming when the US Senate/House agrees to a deal; the timeline for this is not known. 

 

The PPP loan is not considered contributions because it would be misleading to claim a one-time government aid package as 

contributions, making year-over-year comparison meaningless. This loan is not reported in our monthly update to the 

congregation because they are not considered contributions. 

 

As of September 15, 2020, the total amount of the loan has been used as designated. 

 

What do we do:  

The Board of Finance is fiscally responsible for our church. The Board of Finance is committed to budgeting, monitoring, 

and controlling how church funds are handled. Good Shepherd has the necessary resources to fulfill its mission, vision, and 

strategy. The Finance Board is tasked with handling all aspects of Good Shepherd’s finances. A couple of the primary 

responsibilities are highlighted here: 

  

Financial Reporting: Systematic reporting helps the church see how it is performing financially. Weekly reports are generated 

to track financial contributions that are made, with a recap being provided in the following week’s bulletin (both for the 

previous week and on a year-to-date basis). Monthly reports are generated and reviewed to track contributions in relation to 

both budgeted expenses and actual expenses. Systematic reporting helps the church see how it is performing financially. 

  

Budget Preparation: The Finance Board supervises the preparation and control of the budget. Considerable time and effort is 

expended, preparing, and presenting the annual budget.  

  

*** YEAR TO DATE AUG 2020 FINANCIAL UPDATE *** 

  

YEAR TO DATE AUG 2020 General Fund Contribution Recap 

YTD 2020 general fund contributions were $420,604 

YTD 2020 actual expenses were $364,516 

Comparable YTD 2019 general fund contributions were $402,047 

YTD 2020 budget expenses were $484,309 

YTD 2020 general fund contributions were $63,704 LESS than the approved budget 

 

Thank you for your historical financial support of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Your ongoing financial support of the 

General Fund, Scrip program, and Thrivent Choice program allow the programs and missions of the church to be fulfilled. 

WEEKLY BUDGET INFORMATION 
General Fund: $17,905 

Designated Funds:  $263 
Weekly Budgeted Needs: $13,970 

We are over our budget this past week by: $3,935 

This budget information is accurate at the time of printing but may vary do to 
electronic deposits that come in during the week. 
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
Jesus Our Shepherd                                                                                
    This is the month for the Lutherans, right? We celebrate the Reformation because of God’s revelation to Martin Luther.  
God led him to Scripture which declares that we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Jesus alone!  We 
continue to celebrate that same doctrine upon which our salvation rests. 
     The Lord is my Shepherd says David in Psalm 23.  In so doing, Paul is declaring what Martin Luther knew and cherished 
about Jesus.  Jesus is the One who cares about Him more than anyone else. Jesus cares!  Jesus cares about his physical, 
emotional, and spiritual wellbeing.  With Jesus as his Shepherd, David lacked nothing. 
     What about you?  What has COVID taught you?  Do you still believe Jesus is your Shepherd? 
     If so, Jesus urges us to follow Him in ALL circumstances and situations.  This means trust He is there for you and is 
providing for all your needs.  This means walk by faith and not by sight.  In so doing, we are ready and able to face 
whatever happens without fear or doubt.  Jesus describes faith like this in Luke chapter 9 “And he said to all, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world 
and loses or forfeits himself? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed 
when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. But I tell you truly, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.” Are we taking up our cross when we are 
afraid?   
 

[The following is a partial, list of fears addressed by the Chapman University Survey of American Fears Wave 5 (2018), 
ranked by percent of Americans who reported being afraid or very afraid. For the complete list go to https://
www.chapman.edu/wilkinson/research-centers/babbie-center/_files/fear-2018/americas-top-fears-2018-ranked.pdf] 

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today, it appears to me, many would add Church to this list. I know many would add the Lord’s Supper to this list. I am 
afraid to attend Church.  I am afraid God will harm me in His Supper. I afraid because of this and that (you can fill in the 
blanks). I hope we all know this is the work of the devil. The devil wants nothing more than to separate God from His 
people.  He wants us to forget Jesus is our Shepherd and He provides.  Satan knows the best way to do this is for us to be 
in fear of going to Church and in fear of taking His Supper.  
     So, what is the remedy?   Return to the Lord! Return to His Word. Return to His Supper. Let God crush Satan and His 
message of fear to you as He crushed his head on cross and empty tomb. 1 Peter 2:23–25 

When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 
himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
   The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want another. David reminds us that Our Shepherd provides.  Afterall, who is greater 
than God, who can do what God can do? Who can save me but God alone?  
 
In Christ alone, 
Pastor Seabaugh 

Top Ten Fears of 2018 % Afraid or Very Afraid 

1. Corrupt government officials 73.6 

2. Pollution of oceans, rivers, and lakes 61.6 

3. Pollution of drinking water 60.7 

4. Not having enough money for the future 57 

5. People I love becoming seriously ill 56.5 

6. People I love dying 56.4 

7. Air pollution 55.1 

8. Extinction of plant and animal species 54.1 

9. Global warming and climate change 53.2 

10. High medical bills 52.9 
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        EDUCATION NEWS 
 

Good Shepherd’s Education Program is BACK!!! I could not be happier that we are beginning to 

have students in our classrooms. It has been 6 months since we have taught in the classroom. We 

have learned so much from this experience. I have mentioned this to leadership many times, but I 

am not a tech person. In fact, technology has been something that I have been nervous about in the past. 

Everything that we have done in these last 6 months are things that I did not know how to do before March. 

Everything from using a camera and videotaping the service, uploading and editing and posting videos, to 

hosting zoom meetings and conference calls. I think that there is so much that we can and have gained from 

this time that we can use in our future as a program.  

Our youth board has met and scheduled out meetings through the semester, as well as created some 

wonderful ideas for youth events that can still be safe and involve social distancing. In September we will be 

hosting a movie night at the church. Weather permitting, we will project it in the courtyard; otherwise we will 

space out in the gym or sanctuary. In October we are going to do a parking lot Packer Tailgate, so keep your 

eyes peeled for more information.  

Our Confirmation service went well, and it was awesome getting to see our Confirmands standing up and 

professing their faith and confirming what was stated at their Baptisms. On that note, confirmation classes have 

begun on Wednesdays for 2nd and 3rd year Confirmation students. We have spaced out the students in our 

rooms and are so glad to have them back. 1st year students have begun classes every other week on Sunday 

mornings as they blend in an overview of the Bible for Confirmation as well as topical Sunday school lessons to 

engage them differently.  

We will continue to try and provide videos for our YouTube page and educational resources that can be 

shared across different platforms. If you are looking for additional educational materials that you can use in 

your home, please let me know. As we said last year before this virus hit, we do not think we should have to 

take a break from Christian education. Therefore, we had a plan for continuing education throughout the 

summer. We hope that everyone can continue to be fulfilled with the scriptures and the lessons being provided 

by our wonderful teachers. I love you all and I will see you when I see you.  

 

David Stuckwisch 

Director of Christian Education 

 

Trunk or Treat Event 

 

The Board of Family Education has discussed our Trunk or Treat event for this year on Saturday, October 24 

from 12 noon-2 pm. Because of Covid 19 and the increase in positive cases, we have decided that we will 

follow the CDC guidelines for this event. Every one coming to the event will need to pre-register by October 

17. All candy must be wrapped or bagged if it contains a mixture of different candies. We will have the parking 

lot marked for proper social distancing and we ask that only an adult hand out the candy. There will be no food 

or games inside the church this year. If you wish to come to this year’s event, please pre-register with Allan 

Sidwell at 920-609-9602 or email him at a.sidwell@hotmail.com. We will contact you if this event is 

cancelled due to low pre-registrations. 
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Music News 

CHOIR START-UP:  Choir rehearsals will start on Wednesday, October 7 at 6:30 p.m.  Rehearsals are in the 

sanctuary.  We are able to socially distance as we have many pews available.  On Sundays, we will sing from the 

balcony for the time being.  

 

HANDBELLS START-UP:  Bell rehearsals are hoping to start on Tuesday, October 6 at 7:00 p.m.  Sharon Pe-

terson (director) is looking for a few more ringers for her group.   

 

Please contact Jacob or Sharon if you are interested in joining choir or bells. 
 

Jacob Erdman 

Email: jerdman@gslchurch.net 

Office Phone: 920-734-9643  Ext. 112 
 

Sharon Peterson 

Email: speterson10@new.rr.com 

 

2020 has been quite the ride.  In March, we had to cut our music groups short for the year just before Holy 

Week and Easter.  It’s been 6 months already and we are looking forward to the return of these music 

groups!  The Lord continues his work here at Good Shepherd and throughout His Kingdom.  I am excited to see 

where God takes us this next year.   

 

1     Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 

    Much we need Your tender care. 

In Your pleasant pastures feed us, 

    For our use Your fold prepare. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

    You have bought us; we are Yours. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

    You have bought us; we are Yours. 

 

  2     We are Yours; in love befriend us, 

    Be the guardian of our way; 

Keep Your flock, from sin defend us, 

    Seek us when we go astray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

    Hear us children when we pray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

    Hear us children when we pray. 

(LSB 711 vv. 1-2) 

 

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” is a wonderful hymn based on Psalm 23.  Jesus is our Good Shepherd and 

takes care of His flock.  He listens to us as we pray.  He knows when we go astray and seeks us out.  Just like in 

the Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7), he seeks out the lost and isn’t satisfied until all who hear believe in 

Jesus, our Savior and Shepherd.  Let us all continue in this mission: to share the Good News of Jesus, who lived, 

died on the cross, and rose victorious for us that we may have eternal life with Him.   

 

Jacob Erdman 

Director of Parish Music  
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                                                                              STEWARDSHIP 
Witnesses for Jesus 
 

God wants us to be devoted to telling others about His precious Son, Jesus, Who suffered and died and rose again so that 

we could have eternal life with Him.  We are called to be Christ's ambassadors.  The Great Commission that Jesus gave to 

His disciples is our commission as well. 
 

God "desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth" (1Timothy 2:4), and He gives us, His 

stewards, the privilege and responsibility to share that truth, the Gospel, with all people.  He uses us as His hands, feet, 

and mouth.  We are His instruments through which others hear and learn about Jesus and His love, grace, and mercy.  By 

word and actions, we are to acquaint those around us with wonders of God's love and redeeming power of His Son's 

death upon the Cross.  Through our prayers and financial support, we help to spread God's Word to all parts of the 

world. 
 

Let us be mindful that, as we live each day as stewards, we are "witnessing for Jesus." 
 

The Board of Stewardship donated $500 to the Family's Strong Tower Fund Campaign back in March to help further 

spread God's Word.  The thank-you that was received is attached below. 

 

 

 

Stewardship Thought: 
 

 

Control what you can. Pray 
about what you cannot. 
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Human Care News 

God has called us to help those in need, not only as thanks to Him but as a duty to show his love to others. We 

will highlight ways that your family can take action. Participating is a way we can witness to our faith and live our 

congregation's motto of ”Cared for by Christ, we care for all others”. This month we are focusing on hunger. 

Especially hunger in our community. Yes, even in the Fox Valley some people are struggling so much with 

finances, that they are finding it hard to feed their families nutritious meals. 1 in 7 people are facing hunger in 

Eastern Wisconsin. Hunger doesn’t discriminate. It knows no age or race.  

 

Fortunately we have agencies here that can effectively help those in need of food.  Through your efforts, Good 

Shepherd supports a number of these organizations. Food donations are given to St Joe's Food Pantry and the 

Salvation Army, where clients can request basic food items or to feed the residents at Pillars. Two meals a month 

are provided for the women in the COTS transitional housing program. We also provide gift cards to grocery 

stores for members and non-members who come to us requesting emergency assistance. Annually we participate 

in the CROP walk to raise funds for food for these agencies and more. During the “Souper Bowl of Caring” items 

are collected for distribution through Appleton High Schools. 

 

Here are some suggestions on how your family can focus on hunger and take action to alleviate this need. First of 

all, talk about it as a family and give thanks for what you have, maybe even share your favorite food or flavors 

with those in your household. Then : 

• CROP Walk. This year the walk will be virtual, but you family can still walk a mile together, and make a 

contribution, or just make a contribution to this cause. Will it be a percentage of your grocery bill, the cost 

of a restaurant dinner, a kid's Happy Meal, set the table for an extra person and contribute the cost of their 

dinner, have a meal of just rice or tortillas and set aside the difference in the cost of your family's meal, 

or ....? Contributions to the CROP Walk will be collected through the month of October. 

• Provide a meal, or part of a meal, for the women of COTS (contact  Yvonne Miller at  

• Bring a staple food item (there's a bin in the coatroom) 

• Volunteer for Feeding America . It is the leading hunger relief organization in the state. Tasks include such 

things as repacking bulk foods, sorting dry and/or frozen foods, labeling and random clerical tasks. You pick 

the time and day that works for you. You can sign up as an individual or a group at https://

feedingamericawi.org 

(They also have a Farm to Family drive-up mobile pantry distribution on Thursdays from 10 to noon at Fox 

Valley Technical College. It’s open to the public on a first-come, first served basis. You never leave your vehicle, 

just follow the posted signage.) 

 

 

TeleMatch increases social connections for older adults 

 

Many adults age 60 and older who live alone in their home are particularly vulnerable to social isolation during 

this pandemic. Feeling lonely and isolated can lead to chronic health conditions. St. Paul Elder Services and 

Volunteer Fox Cities are partners in TeleMatch, a program that pairs screened volunteers with older adults who 

live in their own home in Outagamie County and desire greater social connections. The goal is to assist older 

adults to remain healthy, safe and independent in their own home. When our vetted volunteers are matched with 

an older adult, they place a friendly phone call to them. Both can decide the frequency of the calls. Do you have 

a neighbor or family member who lives alone in their own home or apartment who may benefit from a friendly 

phone call? Contact Jan Sommerfeld at 920-832-9360.  
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 MISCELLANEOUS 
Buy Scrip Online – Did you know you can purchase scrip on line? Since we will not be selling at church the next few week, now is an opportuni-
ty to support your church by enrolling at Great Lakes Scrip Center on their website (https://shop.shopwithscrip.com). Please send an email to 
DarwinHanson@Centurytel.net or call him at (920) 740-2440 to get the code or assistance to enroll. Enrollment is required for Good Shepherd to 
get credit for your purchases. We look forward to helping you. You can reload existing cards or order new e-cards. You can pay using PrestoPay 
($0.15 charge per order) or a charge card (2.6% fee will be added to your order).  
 
Your hands - God's work: Good Shepherd has been providing two meals a month for the women in COTS transitional housing program, even 
throughout the Safer at Home mandate. It's a way to live our faith by assisting those in need. Now it's time for you to help. It's a 
great opportunity for families to intentionally serve together. We provide a main dish, a fruit or vegetable side or salad and a dessert for 20 peo-
ple. You can make your own favorite recipe or we can give you a suggestion. You can contribute the whole meal or just part of it. Please contact 
Yvonne Miller at 739-2935 or archylake@sbcglobal.net  to indicate your intentions. We are now looking for helpers for Oct., Nov. and Dec., just 
let Yvonne know which month you'd like to provide. 
 
New Member Information: Want to know more about Good Shepherd Lutheran Church? Call the Church office 920-734-9643, or email Pastor 
Timothy Seabaugh tseabaugh@gslchurch.net with any questions.  
New member classes will be held: September 30th, October 7th, 14th, and 21st from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. New member welcome is October 
25th at 10:30 a.m. service. Let us know if you need childcare. 
If you are Chair of a Board or head of a group that meets either at church or via Zoom, please review the Church Calendar and let the office 
know of any cancellations or changes to your events for the year so that the calendar can reflect that accordingly. Thank you! 
 
 

CALENDAR OF THE WEEK 
SEPTEMBER 27—OCTOBER 4, 2020 

CHURCH SERVICES WILL BE HELD INSIDE SUN. 8:00 A.M. AND 10:30 A.M. PLEASE KEEP AN EYE ON EMAILS, THE CHURCH WEBSITE & CHURCH CALENDAR FOR UPDATES. 
OUR 8 AM SERVICE WILL BE AVAILABLE ON YOUTUBE AT NOON ON SUNDAY. THANK YOU.  

 

 Sep. 27 

 CONSECRATION SUNDAY 
8:00 AM  Worship/Communion Service 
9:10 AM 1 yr Confirmation—RM 3 
9:15 AM Education Hour  
10:30 AM  Worship/Communion Service 
12:00 PM  Streaming Worship Service - YouTube and FB 
1:00 PM  Hmong Lutheran Church 
3:00 PM  Zion French-African Congregation- in CR 

  

Sep. 28   
 Pastor Tim Seabaugh's day off 
5:00 PM Men’s Basketball 
6:30 PM Ray & Debbie’s Sm. Grp. Bible Study 
  

Sep. 29          
9:30 AM  Staff Mtg./Devotions 
5:00 PM  TOPS - RM 5 
6:00 PM  Trustees 
 

Sep. 30 
9:00 AM  Kiwanis Mtg. - CR / Women’s Bibe Study—Rm 3 
5:00 PM 2nd Yr. Confirmation Rm 3 / 3rd Yr. Confirmation / Bible Study Rm 5 
6:00 PM New Member Class—CR 
 

Oct. 1  
7:30 PM LMF 
             

Oct. 2 David Stuckwisch's /Jacob Erdman day off  
 

Oct. 3 
2:00 PM  Zion French-African Worship Team Practice - CR  
 

Oct. 4  

 BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK 
8:00 AM  Worship/Communion Service 
9:10 AM 1 yr Confirmation—RM 3 
9:15 AM Education Hour  
10:30 AM  Worship/Communion Service 
12:00 PM  Streaming Worship Service - YouTube and FB 
1:00 PM  Hmong Lutheran Church 
3:00 PM  Zion French-African Congregation- in CR  

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267127148&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267913452&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267141473&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267897072&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=264828347&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=264787874&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57608797/event/266691653/2020-08-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57608797/event/266180993/2020-08-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57608797/event/266579463/2020-08-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57608797/event/260583775/2020-08-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57608797/event/266180993/2020-08-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57608797/event/267141421/2020-08-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57608797/event/264787869/2020-08-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267127148&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267913452&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267141473&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267897072&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=264828347&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=264787874&event_date=8%2F23%2F2020

