TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
I Believe in the Holy Spirit

August 23, 2020

Sun. 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 12 p.m. YouTube

AS WE GATHER
God’s people have gifts that are signs of His loving presence and demonstrations of His gracious power. In
a sermon preached in 1538, Martin Luther observed, “Whoever comes to faith can only say that the Holy
Spirit comes when and where and to whom He pleases at the time He pleases. He comes when and where
He pleases and also gives a person as many gifts as He pleases” (WLS § 2057). As people in whom the
Spirit dwells, we have the joy of discovering special gifts of God in one another and in ourselves as well.
May that mutual discovering and celebrating be truly God pleasing in every way!
PRE-SERVICE
HYMN

Sharon Peterson, Bassoon
ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME

LSB #761

Tune and text: Public domain

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (10:30) Ihla Sequoia Shelby Joan Hafeman; Parents: John Summers
and Amber Hafeman; Sponsor: Diane Simon
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Cantor:

O Lord, open my lips,

Cantor:

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;

† PSALMODY †
Cantor:

Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

VENITE

Canter:

LSB pg. 220

Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

† READINGS †
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 51:1–6
1
“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the rock from which you
were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who
bore you; for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him and multiply him. 3For the LORD
comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the
garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4“Give
attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set
my justice for a light to the peoples. 5My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my
arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait. 6Lift up your eyes to
the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out
like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my
righteousness will never be dismayed.” This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE
Romans 11:33—12:8
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and
how inscrutable his ways! 34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?”
35
“Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 36For from him and through him and to him
are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
2
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to
me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body
we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5so we, though many, are
one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6Having gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7if service, in our serving; the
one who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. This is the
Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
33

HOLY GOSPEL
Pastor:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 16:13–20

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18And
I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he strictly charged
the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
13

APOSTLES’ CREED
All:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen.

TE DEUM
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SERMON Humility

Romans 11:33-12:8
† CANTICLE †

OFFERING
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:
Lord, in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
CONFESSIONAL ADDRESS
Pastor:
Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, in
which He strengthens our faith by giving us His body to eat and His blood to drink. Therefore, it
is proper that we diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do, for this holy
Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled because of
their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for
righteousness.
But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from
which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy
on us. For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of
God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve.
So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy
living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do
and suffer is for your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.”
In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your
iniquities. I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins,
and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting
salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.”
Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and
promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life.
We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for
our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up
our cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as He has
loved us. For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread
and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one

bread made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because of
Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth.

People:
Pastor:

May the Almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit,
accomplish this in us.
Amen.
Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring Him for the sake of His
Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

CONFESSION OF SINS
People: O Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Pastor:
People:

God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s?
Yes.
Let it be done for you as you believe.

ABSOLUTION
Pastor: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Our Communion Practices *Men and women serving as Worship Assistants do so under the oversight of the Pastors.
If these are your beliefs:
I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, Satan and death.
I believe that Christ is really present in the sacrament and that with the bread and wine I receive His true Body and Blood.
I resolve to dedicate my life to my Lord and Savior in His Body, the Church, by regular worship and devoted
Christian service and living…..
please join us as we celebrate Holy Communion.

LORD’S PRAYER
All:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE

LSB #802

Text and tune: Public domain

THE GIFTS CHRIST FREELY GIVES

5

The gifts are in the feast,
Gifts far more than we see;
Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.
The body and the blood
Remove our ev’ry sin;
We leave His presence in
His peace, renewed again.

LSB #602

6

All glory to the One
Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!
Tune: Public domain eText: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005495

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
Let us pray. Grant, O Lord, that what we have received with our lips we keep with pure hearts,
and that through the gift imparted to us in this present life we hereafter receive life everlasting;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, forever and ever.
People
Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
Cantor:
Let us bless the Lord.
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BENEDICTION
LSB pg. 228
Pastor:
The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

CLOSING HYMN

MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS

LSB #575

Tune and text: Public domain
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