NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
GRADUATION FAITH STEPPING STONES
August 2, 2020

Sun. 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 12 p.m. YouTube

AS WE GATHER
Happiness and contentment are hard to find. Even with our abundance of possessions and opportunity,
our hearts remain restless for things new and different, for the promise of something better. Paul reminds
us that contentment does not come from having everything we desire, but with faith in the Lord, who is
gracious and merciful and supplies all our needs. Today, we hear the terrible news of John the Baptist’s
martyrdom and a crowd restless with hunger. In the midst of it all, Jesus shows forth grace to rest our
fears and satisfy us with all we need. We pray that we learn to trust in the Lord and to find contentment
and peace in His grace sufficient for all things.
HYMN

Shepherd of Tender Youth

LSB #864

Text and tune: Public domain
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† CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION †
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor:
People:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Pastor:
People:

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.

Pastor:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

People:

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Pastor:

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive
our prayer and praise, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

People:

† SERVICE OF THE WORD †
KYRIE

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor:

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You provide for all our needs of
body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for
all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 55:1–5
1
“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat
what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your
soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.
4
Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5Behold, you
shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, because
of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.” This is the Word of the
Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE
Romans 9:1–13
1
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit—
2
that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were
accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4They
are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the
worship, and the promises. 5To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is
the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 6But it is not as though the word of God has failed.
For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7and not all are children of Abraham because
they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8This means that it is not the
children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring.
9
For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will return and Sarah shall have a son.”
10
And not only so, but also when Rebecca had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac,
11
though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of
election might continue, not because of works but because of his call— 12she was told, “The older will
serve the younger.” 13As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
(Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL
Pastor:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 14:13–21

13

Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place
by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went
ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15Now when it was
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the
crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16But Jesus said, “They need not go
away; you give them something to eat.” 17They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.”
18
And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and
taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the
loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And they all ate and
were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 21And those who ate
were about five thousand men, besides women and children. This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
All:
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come.
Amen.
HYMN

Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death

LSB #697

Tune: Public domain Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005495

SERMON
OFFERING

Promised

Sermon Text: Romans 9:1-5(6-13)

GRADUATION FAITH STEPPING STONES (10:30 a.m.)
Pastor:

Today we celebrate those who are taking another step in their faith journey through Good
Shepherd’s Stepping Stones program. At this time, we invite all parents and graduates to line
up for the presentation of the quilts.

As parents and graduates are lining up
Pastor:

Many of the Good Shepherd members have been busy for several months helping to make
beautiful quilts to be gifts to our graduates. These quilts with their multiple pieces and colors
are beautiful symbols of how the Church is made up of many people having different skills and
talents to be used for God’s purposes. The quilts have been made by many different hands and
thus are an appropriate symbol to remind us of the arms of God that are constantly enfolding
us in His Love.

Pastor:

Parents and sponsors, in Christian love you presented your children for Holy Baptism. In their
Baptisms, you made sacred promises: “to faithfully bring them to the services of God’s house,
to teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Commandments, to place in their hands
the Holy Scriptures, and to provide for their instruction in the Christian faith.”
You have worked at fulfilling those promises. We as a congregation promise to support and
encourage you to continue in this covenant, daily lifting your child in prayer and seeing to it
that they are active members of the Church.

Pastor:

I now say to the graduates, You have grown tremendously since you were baptized and now
stand at another significant point in your life, graduating from high school. At this stepping
stone in your life, we want you to join your parents and this congregation in this covenant by:

Being an active Christian, hearing God’s Word, receiving the Lord’s Supper, proclaiming the Good News of
Jesus crucified and risen from the dead, and serving all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus.
Presentation of Quilts from Parents to Student with love and appreciation shared
OUR GRADUATING SENIORS: Haley Apple (deceased), Abraham Bauer, Caden De Bruin, Cassidy
Knops, Elena Knops, Landon Krause, Ryan Krizenesky, Paige Laurent, Kylee Miller, Drew Neveu, Avery
Pohlman, Reece Roberts, and Jordan Van Domelen
Pastor:

Young people, wherever you wander, no matter how dark the night, may the warmth of this
quilt, the love of your parents, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the fellowship of this church,
the power of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you now and forever. Go with
God’s blessing. Amen.

Pastor:

Let us honor the parents who have kept the promises made to God in Baptism over seventeen
years ago with our thanks and applause.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Lord in your mercy,
People: Hear our Prayer.
† SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT †
(Stand)
PREFACE
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown
to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and
will rise again to new life. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden
fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great
mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made
His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. We give You thanks for the redemption You
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat
and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation
that come to us in His body and blood. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught
us:
LORD’S PRAYER
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Our Communion Practices *Men and women serving as Worship Assistants do so under the oversight of the Pastors.
If these are your beliefs:
I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, Satan and death.
I believe that Christ is really present in the sacrament and that with the bread and wine I receive His true Body and Blood.
I resolve to dedicate my life to my Lord and Savior in His Body, the Church, by regular worship and devoted
Christian service and living…..
please join us as we celebrate Holy Communion.

PAX DOMINI
Pastor
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Seek Ye First

LSB #712

“Seek Ye First” words and music by Karen Lafferty © 1972 CCCM Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Used by permission.
CCLI License # 520675

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness

5

Jesus, source of lasting pleasure,
Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding,
Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You;
Love incarnate, I adore You;
Worthily let me receive You
And, so favored, never leave You.

6

Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker,
Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessèd food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.

LSB #636

7

Lord, by love and mercy driven,
You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bitter anguish,
To forego all joy and gladness
And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.

8

Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,
Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited,
Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure,
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me
As Your guest in heav’n receive me.
Tune and text: Public domain Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005495

NUNC DIMITTIS

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Pastor:
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, Almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

SENIOR VIDEO TRIBUTE (10:30 a.m.)
BENEDICAMUS
Pastor:
Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN

Preserve Your Word, O Savior

LSB #658

Tune: Public domain Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005495
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