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AUFWIEDERSEHEN! (Until I see you again)
When my wife, Linda, and I left our Vicarage church in Fremont, CA in 1978, our Youth Group
gave us a silver plate upon which were engraved the words of Genesis 31:49: “The Lord watch
between me and thee when we are absent one from the other.” They are the words of Laban to
Jacob as they were departing from each other. These words remind me now, as Linda and I are about
to embark upon retirement and leave for Missouri to be closer to our children and grandchildren,
that our hearts and prayers remain with all of you here at Good Shepherd even though we will not
be here with you.
With the churches we have served in Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, we came to know and to
love so many wonderful people like you. We have become part of their families, and they have
become part of ours. We have laughed together, cried together, but most of all – we worshiped
together, prayed together, and served our Lord together. What a wonderful journey this has been!
St. Paul began his epistle to the Philippians with these words: “I thank my God every time I
remember you in all my prayers for all of you.” Linda and I will be keeping all of you at Good
Shepherd in our prayers and hearts. We treasure the memories and the friendships we have
acquired, and we will never forget.
We will remember Good Shepherd as a church that “Cares for all others as we have been cared for
by Christ.” It is a ‘mission-minded’ church reaching in towards its members as well as out towards
others in the community and the world. It is a loving church and a caring church, a serving church,
and a Christ-centered Church. It has a wonderful staff and a hard-working laity. May our loving Lord
always preserve it, and may all of you find ways of serving Him with gladness (as we have learned
through the marvelous LWML!)
Stay in the Word, worship regularly; let God feed you on a regular basis with His Word and
Sacrament. Pray with each other as well as for each other. Share your faith with family, friends, and
others who do not know and enjoy the peace of knowing Christ and His love. Praise be to our God
who offers us His all ─ as well as the treasures of heaven obtained through faith in Christ.
So many of our church-friends from the past 40 years are already enjoying the pleasures of
heaven ̶─having gone on before us. Therefore we know we will see them again. If we do not get the
chance to see some of you again here on earth, we will look forward to our reunion in heaven. That is
why the Germans do not say “goodbye” instead; they say “Aufwiedersehen,” which means “Until I see
you again!”
God bless you, and remember: “GOD LOVES YOU, AND SO DO WE!”
In Christ,
Pastor and Linda Koeller
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It is Finished!
When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, "It is finished," and he bowed his head and gave up his

spirit.

John 19:30 ESV

The significance of getting the job done cannot be understated, as we should all be aware. I don’t care
whether it is a homework assignment, a fixer upper home project, or something pertaining to our work life,
finishing the job is always welcomed!
Finishing means:
We knew what had to be done, and we did it! We understand how chaotic life may be, all sorts of
distractions, so that even with the most critical jobs before us, it may take time to get it done, so
finishing it is all that sweeter!
We benefit from finishing the job. In every circumstance, we grow as a person. Our knowledge increases
as we learn about how to complete the task, and we learn about the task itself. I need to plan and
study, and my knowledge base grows in that particular area.
We don’t have to do it again! It is great to know that once that job is done satisfactorily, that is it! No
more, do we have to look into this area in the way that we once had too.
Jesus saying, “It is finished” checks all those boxes as well.
He knew what needed to be done, namely, bring salvation, which is the forgiveness of sins by His death
on the cross to the world.
The world grew through His teaching and preaching. The world benefited from His faithfulness and
grows in His work now completed. We mature as we receive the his work done for us through the
Word, and we share it with others.
One sacrifice was all that was needed. We don’t need anything else.
Pastor Koeller is saying it is finished to His life as a full-time parish pastor. We rejoice in His work here and
through his years of ministry.
He knew what needed to be done: to be faithful by preaching the Word of God and administering the
Sacraments. Despite the distractions that pulled him away from his job, Pastor Koeller remained
steadfast, and we rejoice that He completed his Call.
He knew the benefit of his faithfulness. Pastor Koeller has already received the benefit of God’s work in
His life, and knows His eternity; therefore, he grew in the Lord and knew how to share this message
faithfully with others.
He knew he could retire because the one message needed he shared. He doesn’t have to look back and
say there is more to do by him (as a full-time Called Pastor). Now, he has entrusted the ministry into
others as he himself had the ministry entrusted to him. However, that doesn’t mean as a retired
pastor he won’t continue to use his gifts to share the Gospel in his retired life! He will.
We should all rejoice when a job is done when it is finished! I celebrate with Pastor Koeller as he retires. We
have spent a lot of time together, and he will be missed by ALL the staff here at Good Shepherd.
Even though he will be gone, the work here will continue; teaching and reaching others through God’s Word
and love. Therefore as Pastor Koeller transitions into retirement let us keep in mind the words of St. Paul as
we partner in the great joy of sharing the Gospel! ESV 1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brothers,
be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord, your

labor is not in vain.
God bless,
Pastor Seabaugh
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Good Shepherd Financial Statement - 2019
Apr

YTD

Budget Needs

$ 59,271

Budget Needs

$ 237,084

Actual Receipts

$ 64,081

Actual Receipts

$ 220,580

Surplus (Deficit)

$ 4,810

Surplus (Deficit)

$ (16,504)

2019 Receipts

$ 64,081

2019 Receipts

$ 220,580

2018 Receipts

$ 58,870

2018 Receipts

$ 201,773

Difference

$ 5,211

Difference

$ 18,807

Synod Missions

$ 4,590

YTD Synod Missions

$ 16,324

Scrip

-

Thrivent Choice

$ 4,090

YTD Scrip
YTD Thrivent

$ 1,947
$ 10,262

********* YEAR TO DATE APRIL 2019 FINANCIAL UPDATE *********
YEAR TO DATE APRIL 2019 GENERAL FUND CONTRIBUTION RECAP

 YTD 2019 general fund contributions were $220,580
 Comparable YTD 2018 general fund contributions were $201,773
 YTD 2019 budget expenses were $237,084
 YTD 2019 general fund contributions were $16,504 LESS than the approved budget
THANK YOU

for your historical financial support of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Your ongoing

financial support of the General Fund, Scrip program, and Thrivent Choice program allows the
programs and missions of the church to be fulfilled.
OFFICE RENOVATION UPDATE

As of April 15, 2019 the office renovation project was completed, on time and on budget. As
approved at the Special Voter’s Meeting on January 20, 2019 fundraising efforts are to
continue until the full cost of the project has been repaid to the contingency account. The
expected project cost is $52,937.
As of April 30, 2019 a total of $39,933 has been received (75.4% of the total needed). Thank
you for your ongoing support of this project. Offering envelopes specific to the renovation
repayment can be found in the pews. An opportunity to buy ceiling tiles and floor squares/
carpeting are in the hallway display.
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Grandmas! (Grandpas too.)
Are you taking care of any
of your grands this
summer? Need some new
reading material? We have just the thing.
Newly arrived in our children's section are three new
bedtime stories. Dionne Kelm was a featured author at our
Fox Valley Library Association meeting last month. Good Shepherd hosted the
morning meeting where Dionne explained her writing process for her Grandma
Hearts collection. She has currently three titles: “Bedtime”, “Grandmas” and
“Beaches.” All have a books, brush and bed routine in order to get the little ones
wound down for bed.
They are already available and are waiting for you to check out. Moms and
Dads... you don't have to be a grandma to enjoy reading these. Let's hope many
of you take advantage of these and the many other books in our library.
Have a “grand” time reading.

In May, we had our meeting and discussion at
Good Company. A good time was had by all! We
are taking a break from our “scheduled” reading
in June, July and August. This gives us time to catch up on our favorite authors
or explore other book clubs (insert frown face).
We will meet in August on the second Monday of the month to select our
books for as much of the year as we have books. Our time is 7pm but the
location is yet to be determined. Stay posted to see where that will be.
We always welcome new people for any number of discussions you can
attend. Don't be shy. Join in the fun of discussing books, authors, movies,
weather, sports and life! To all who love books, keep
reading.
Have a sunny, restful summer.
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CHURCH PICNIC AND OUTDOOR SERVICE
will be on June 9th. Outdoor service begins at 9:30am, on the grassy area East of the
school building. The picnic will begin following the service in the gym. Bring your family
and enjoy the morning with us.
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TEN PRINCIPLES FOR STEWARDSHIP
1. Stewardship means the gift of yourself; it is an attitude.
2. Stewardship is the proof of the genuineness of our love.
3. Stewardship is proportionate to income.
4. Stewardship is self-sacrificing and is based on the self-sacrificing of Christ.
5. Stewardship takes people who are ready-"prepared -for stewardship.
6. Stewardship is a joint venture within the body of Christ.
7. Stewardship is honest and honorable among Christians and needs no "gimmicks".
8. Stewardship is a way of living and requires commitments.
9. Stewardship is a challenge to our faith in the promises of God.
10. Stewardship is our way of acknowledging and showing our faith in the Gospel.
The Board of Stewardship unanimously and joyfully have covered the cost of the repairs of the van for the French African congregation. Without the use of the van, many
members cannot get to their church services here at Good Shepherd. The Board also
will cover the cost of 4 laptop computers that will be used in a school in Thailand. The
monies came from Scrip funds designated for missions and from Cabin Fever funds for
missions. Truly we can celebrate. Praise the Lord!

Churches visited by members while away:
If you visit a church while away, please save a copy of the bulletin for me. Thank you. Pastor Koeller
♥Brillion Community Church, Brillion, WI
♥Redeemer Lutheran Church, Bartow, Fl
♥Immanuel Lutheran Church, Redondo Beach, FL
♥Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church and School, Kaukauna, WI
♥Trinity Lutheran Church, Howards Grove, WI
♥St. Luke Lutheran Church, Mesa, AZ
♥St. Paul Lutheran Church and School, Grafton, WI
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How We Got the Bible: Sixty-six books, more than
1,100 chapters, an astounding 30,000 verses, a mindboggling 700,000 words—it’s no wonder it’s the
world’s most fascinating book. See how it was all put
together in How We Got The Bible, featuring Dr. Paul L.
Maier, the newest Men’s Network Bible study
Join us beginning on July 14th for 5 Sunday's after 9:30
worship Time: 10:35/40 Place: Community Room Please RSVP your spot at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094EA5A82EA13-adult

OPEN ENROLLMENT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
PRESCHOOL
We are now enrolling for the 2019-20 school year and classes are filled on a first
come, first serve basis.
We will be offering the following class schedules:
(3 years of age and toilet trained by September 1)
3

& 4 Year Old Program
Monday and Wednesday
 3 & 4 Year Old Program
Monday, Wednesday and Friday

9:00 – 11:15 a.m.
9:00 – 11:15 a.m.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Congratulations Congratulations
Confirmands of
Graduates of 2019
2019
 Cali

Boreson



Brandon Biechler



Hailey Brick



Ethan Christofferson



Michael Czerwan



Anthony Diaz



Alexander Hanneman



Thomas Hintz



Grace Klemp



Amber Miller



Karissa Miller



Jeremy Nelson

 Rece



Drew Stocker

Graduating from: Appleton North High School



Ryan Theimer



Alyson Van Hammond



Brenna Witz



Matthew Woldt



Samantha Xiong

Graduating from: Appleton East High School
 Rachael

Bouvat

Graduating from: Appleton East High School
 Trevor

Brauburger

Graduating from: Fox Valley Tech
 Jenna

Ceranski

Graduating from: Kimberly High School
Kasten

 Jenna

Kopitske

Graduating from: Appleton North High School
 Nathan

Worth

Graduating from: Fox Valley Lutheran High
School
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