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“We Gather At the Cross”
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they
do.” (Luke 23:34)
Jesus was tortured and tormented by man until the very end of His days here upon earth.
Now as we reverently behold Him, we recall the many things He did during His beautiful
ministry. Remember how He received little children and so tenderly blessed them. How
they loved Him and came to Him. Remember how longingly the many sick people sought
Him out – how beautiful His face must have seemed to them. Imagine how welcomed He
was to the disciples when He came walking on the water and stilled the tempest. How
beautiful are His words of comfort to one who is dying. But as we see Him during the week
of His Passion, He is haggard, smeared with blood and sweat. He is tired. He is weary. He
has just gone through a grueling trial. And as He leaves the city of Jerusalem He is ready to
suffer the most shameful and hideous death any human being can endure.
He is the King of kings who reigns and rules the entire universe. But does He receive a
royal and ceremonious escort as He leaves? No! He leaves staggering under the weight of
a heavy cross to which He will be nailed and killed. Finally His human body can take it no
longer. Finally the cross becomes too heavy for Him. Finally the hill of Calvary becomes too
steep and He stumbles. Quickly He is whipped and beaten. Again He tries, moving slower
and slower. The cross over His shoulder pushing against the crown of thorns which pierce
His brow. Finally the bloody and eager greediness of the people can take it no longer. So
they force a man by the name of Simon to carry the cross for Him. The soldiers will not
carry the cross; they make a fellow Jew carry the load. At last they reach the top of
Calvary. Then the cross is laid flat on the ground and a sign is affixed to the tip: ‘Jesus of
Nazareth, the King of the Jews’. Then some 3-4 feet below the cross-bar a block of wood is
nailed to help support the full weight of His body so that the flesh in His hands will not tear
when He collapses. Then our Lord is placed on the cross, His arms stretched along the cross
-bar. His hands which once gave sight to blind Bartemeaus, which once blessed little
children are now cold and shivering. Rough iron spikes – resembling our present day
railroad spikes are carefully pointed to the center of His palms. Then comes the sledge. One
blow to drive the spike through His hands and several more to sink them into the wood. We
cannot feature the pain and agony which might have gone thru His body. Then a longer bolt
is driven thru His feet into the cross. Then the cross is raised to its full height and moved to
a hole which will support it. Then it is dropped, tearing and ripping the tendons and flesh in
His hands. Full of agony and sorrow He is hung there now to meet His death. A drink of
narcotic is offered Him, but He does not take it. He does not want His mind beclouded; He
does not want His mind to be foggy or His senses dimmed. He is now paying for the sins
which we so generously commit; He is now starting to die the death which we deserved to
die. Thus listen as He speaks in anguish: “Father forgive them, for they know not what they
do.” Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish?
It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish;
Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit,
This I do merit.
(vs 1 of “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” by Johann Heermann,
1630)
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Life
Life is all around us! Life that God has made that we can see, touch, smell,
and hear. This is life that we see as we surrounded by people and animals. Life
that we hear as creation moves to and fro. This is life that we smell, not really at
all this year, but in the spring as the flowers bloom and grow. Life that we touch as
we embrace all that is living around us!
All life comes from God, the maker of the heavens and earth! All life is
supported from God so that we lack nothing as we live. Life is pretty grand as it
comes from the hand of God.
Easter is about life. Life is what we celebrate at Easter.
The life that we celebrate in Easter is so meaningful because of death that
covers the world. Death was born when sin was committed. This death is upon all
people, since we are all children of Adam and Eve who first sinned. This is the
judgment that cannot be changed or removed by anything that we say, do, or
think, we are judged to death.
Death is twofold as a result of the birth of sin. There is physical death in that
we will all die; with one exception that Christ comes as judge first. The death of
the body is always a reminder of our fallen nature, and that this is not a life that
now corrupted by sin can or will endure. The second death is the death for those
who remain in sin. This death is where God says there is weeping and gnashing of
teeth. This death goes on forever in punishment for sin not removed due to
unbelief.
Life is what God desires and what God is all about. He is the Creator of all and
sustainer of all, and He sent Jesus, so that we can live in Him and with Him. Even
though sin was committed, and He judged it with death, God does not want sin to
have the final word, the eternal word. No, God wants life for all, and that is why
He acted for us, and for our deliverance from death.
The deliverance that was needed came when Jesus became man, took on the
life (flesh and blood) for you and me. A life that was necessary so that He could be
the perfect substitute necessary to assure that everything required by the law
would be fulfilled. Jesus then lived in obedience to His Father and out of love for
you and me. He did all that was needed including having the sin of the world and
their judgement place upon His shoulders on the cross. At the cross He suffered
and died to remove sin, and provide the life that God wants for us now and for
eternity.
This was accomplished as His resurrection declared. It declared all that was
required was done, perfectly meaning that death has been swallowed up in victory.
A victory that his received by God’s grace through faith. This is victory that gives
life with God now and forever. A victory received in our baptism, and celebrated as
we receive God’s Holy Word.
Easter is about life! The new life given by God through Jesus!
Christ is risen!
Pastor Seabaugh
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GOOD WORKS HONOR THE LORD
As people saved by God, we show our gratitude not only thanking and praising him
with our lips but in our actions and deeds. We demonstrate our thankfulness by
doing good works which He Himself prepared in advance for us to do. Through His
Word and Sacraments, God shares His will with us so that we know the good works
that He calls us to do. Through the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:2), God
not only tells us of His will, He also gives us the power to perform the tasks which
He has prepared in advance for us. For those who believe, God's "great might that
He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenly places" (Ephesians 1:19-20) is available to us.
Because God reveals His will and gives us His power, we can be instruments of
telling others the Good News, helping the poor and the needy, and sharing God's
love with all people. By His grace, we will lead lives that follow His will and do the
works that were prepared for us to do.
The Spring Voters' Meeting will be held April 28, 2019. There is still time to
consider how you can help in leadership at Good Shepherd. The offices that are
open are: President, Vice-President, Chairs of the Board of Family Education,
Board of Human Care, Board of Finance, Board of Outreach, and Financial
Secretary. It is not too late to prayerfully consider how you can help by
stepping forward with God to fill one of these positions.

Churches visited by members while away:
If you visit a church while away, please save a copy of the bulletin for me. Thank you. Pastor Koeller
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

Calvary Lutheran, Neillsville, WI
St. Peter’s Lutheran, Wausau, WI
Zion Lutheran, Granton, WI
Trinity Lutheran, Howards Grove, WI
St. Paul Lutheran, Amherst, WI
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Good Shepherd Financial Statement - 2019
Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

Feb
59,271
49,198

Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

YTD
118,542
96,152

Surplus (Deficit)

$

(10,073)

Surplus (Deficit)

$

(22,390)

2019 Receipts
2018 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

49,198
43,730
5,468

2019 Receipts
2018 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

96,152
86,668
9,484

Synod Missions
Scrip
Thrivent Choice

$
$
$

3,387
1,419

YTD Synod Missions
YTD Scrip
YTD Thrivent

$
$
$

6,973
3,667
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Sisters In Christ

DEAR SISTERS IN CHRIST,
How blessed are we who serve the Lord! With all the
busy-ness in our lives and families – including our church
family, we sometimes lose sight of the blessings that the
Lord provides. Your continued faithfulness in service is
an encouragement and a blessing to me personally, to
our congregation, to our community, and to the world.
Thank you!
“Let us not grow weary of well-doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we do not lose heart. So
then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith.” Galatians 6:9-10
April is going to be a glorious month – I can just feel it in my bones (or is that arthritis?). Spring
“springs” forth! We celebrate Christ’s resurrection! Won’t you join your sisters in
Christ and take part in the following activities:
LWML Coffee Fellowship on Sunday, April 7th between the worship services. No bake sale this
Spring, but just good fellowship over coffee and goodies. See the sign-up sheet in the coat room.
Come and share with us.
Watch for Easter cards in the entry way to be signed and sent to our shut-ins. Let them know that
we remember and care about them. Thank you to Karen Dejk for providing the cards.
Easter gift bags are being prepared for our shut-ins. See the sign-up sheet in the coat room for gift
ideas.
April 15th – not just “tax day”—but the monthly meeting day for LWML. Evening activities will
include assembly of Easter gift bags, kitchen shower for church kitchen, and a presentation by
Diane Simon with activities from recent AOL Leadership Retreat. Don’t miss the fun and fellowship!
Kitchen Shower? No, not the one in the storage room. LWML is having a shower for the church
kitchen. Things do wear out, you know. Some of kitchen “regulars” – Bonnie Ebbesen, Barb
Potaczek, Sherry Habeck and Adel Thiede – have inventoried the kitchen and have a list of
suggested items (see below). Scrip cards or cash can also be “showered” to provide additional and
larger items. Please bring items to the community room at church on Monday, April 15 th – there
simply is no place to put them before then due to renovation, Lent, etc. Many thanks. Now, here
is the list”
Folding kitchen stools -24” seat (30” is just too tall for most)
Acrylic rectangles to protect table tops from hot dishes
Someone to show us how to make large industrial can open work – Eric Schumacher, where are
you?
4” rectangular serving spatulas with wooden handles
Large flower sack dish towels
Sturdy short tongs (not plastic) for vegetable trays
Good and sturdy vegetable peelers
Scrip to WalMart, Target, Bed/Bath/and Beyond or other kitchen supply stores –Ace Hardware,
perhaps for the kitchen stools
If you have any questions, please talk to the kitchen “regulars” – Bonnie, Barb, Sherry and Adel –
whom I have now named the “Kitchen Committee”. Thank you, ladies.
DID YOU MISS THE 5 STONES PRESENTATION? Monday evening, March 18th, Debby Suchyta gave
an excellent presentation on the 5 Stones – Appleton organization. Based on the 5 smooth stones
David took to defeat the giant, Goliath, this local branch of a national organization works to prevent
human trafficking in our area. Yes! It does happen here! Milwaukee is #1 in human trafficking in
Wisconsin. Grand Chute is #2. The 5 Stones are: Education, Awareness, Collaboration,
Networking and Prevention. For more information, please talk with either Debby Suchyta or Ann
Cattau. And, IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!
Your sister in Christ,
Helen Johnson helenjohnsonnow@yahoo.com or 920-419-7088

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

April 2019

Page 6

Our annual Spring voters meeting is scheduled to be in April. One of the items on the agenda is the
election of officers. We would like to have a slate of candidates willing to serve the Lord and lead our
congregation to fulfill our mission and vision statements.
The positions that will be open on the ballot will be:
President
Vice President
Financial Secretary
Chair of board of Family Education
Human Care
Finance
Outreach
If you can serve in one of these positions please contact the Church office or Ken Wegener at 739- 3965
or kweg49@yahoo.com

Men’s Fellowship Easter breakfast (April 21st)
Come join the men’s fellowship group on April 21st for a pancake, sausage,
and egg breakfast. Breakfast will be served by the men starting at 6:45AM
following the early bird service up until 10:15AM just before the late
service. The cost is just a goodwill offering. Hope to see you there for
good food and good fellowship.
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Cabin Fever 2019 was a great success!
We would like to thank all the boards who donated to the board basket challenge,
to those who donated baskets and food for the event, our business donors for
their generous donations, and to everyone who helped throughout this year’s Cabin Fever. We thank everyone who came to event and supported our fundraising efforts for the office remodeling project. We are excited to announce that Cabin Fever raised $6730. From that amount $673 went to mission work and $6055 went
toward the office remodeling project. If you have pictures frames from the auction
and baskets you would like to donate, please return them to the church office for
next year’s event. Thank you to all the boards that participated in the Board Basket Challenge this year. We have a sheet in the coatroom with this year’s auction
results. First Place Award goes to the Board of Trustees with their baskets bringing
in $135 for Cabin Fever.

CALLING ALL QUILTERS! The Board of Education is looking for quilt donations for our graduating seniors. We have a group of 14 graduating
this year. We want to be able to give the seniors
a choice in quilts so if your quilt doesn't get
picked one year it very well will be picked the next. Plus with a large number of
graduating classes we have coming up, we appreciate getting extra quilts each
year. Whether you are new to quilting or a long time quilter we are looking for all
the help we can get. If you don't quilt but would like to help with monetary donations for materials needed that is greatly appreciated as well. If you have any
questions, please contact Jenny Hintz at jenny.hintz@sbcglobal.net or 920-9935560. We are asking for all quilts to be in by Sunday, May 19th. Thank you all in
advance for your help in keeping this great tradition going.
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"For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life
as a ransom for many.”
Mark 10:45

I'm sure each of you is wondering what this Scripture verse has to do with abortion or the 'right to life' debate? I write today to share with you that this Scripture
has everything to do with it!
When abortion was first legalized, a woman had up to the 12th week of pregnancy
to make the decision to abort her baby. Today, women have the right to a 'partial
birth' abortion. A 'partial birth' abortion means the full term baby is killed by the
attending Physician at the time the baby's head is fully presented or, if not born
head first, at the presentation of the baby's naval. This is the sad reality of how far
we've come to expand the procedure of abortion.
When you read this, what do you do? Do you silently shake your head and read
the rest of Pastor's newsletter? Do you read this particular column at all? Do you
ever read this newsletter but rather toss it in the garbage with other junk mail?

I want to call on you to act, to serve the Giver of Life and stay silent no more! Get
out of your comfort zone and step in to the 'Comforter's' zone and let your voice
be heard...by our silence, we've allowed a 12 week time constraint to become the
murder of a full term baby! A baby, if allowed to live, could be someone's child,
grandchild, niece or nephew with a PURPOSE for his/her life. Do something, say
something, share something....serve!
Mary Jo Taylor
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Our annual Spring voters meeting is scheduled to be April 28th. One of the items on the agenda is the election of
officers. We would like to have a slate of candidates willing to serve the Lord and lead our congregation to fulfill
our mission and vision statements.
The positions that will be open on the ballot will be:
President
Vice President
Chair of board of Family Education
Human Care
Finance
Outreach
Financial Secretary
If you can serve in one of these positions please contact the Church office or Ken Wegener at 739 3965 or
kweg49@yahoo.com

Midweek Lenten Services 2019
“What shall I do with Jesus?”
If the characters who played a part in the story of our Savior’s Passion could speak to us now,
what would they say? But this is not possible. They are gone from the earth these many
years. However, out of their recorded stories in the Bible – they still speak to us, clearly, forcefully, if we will but listen. This year during our Mid-week Lenten services on Wednesday nights,
we will listen to six monologues as they tell their stories to us. Come join us.
April 3
April 10
April 18
April 19
April 21
Him?”

6:30p
6:30p
6:30p
1:30p
6:30p
6:00a

Midweek 5
Simon of Cyrene – “Shall I Bear His Cross?”
Midweek 6
The Soldier – “Will I Recognize Him?”
Maundy Thursday
PASSION PLAY
Good Friday Service
Centurion – “Shall I Glorify Him?”
Good Friday Cantata Service
Easter Sun-Rise Service
Mary Magdalene – “Shall I Recognize

8/10:30a Easter Celebration Services
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Read John 20:1-18  Psalm 118:15-29
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “ I have seen the Lord” – and that He had said
these things to her. John 20:18

I Have Seen the Lord!

E

aster is an amazing day for many reasons. The third day after Jesus’ death, a woman is at His tomb in tears. The tomb is empty. He’s not there! Where is He? She
turns and asks a question through her tears of someone she judges to be the gardener:
“Where have you put Him?” And in one word “Mary,” it all becomes clear. She rushes to
hug Him but is held off and told instead to go and tell the others the good news that Jesus is risen from the dead!
It is good news for us too! Jesus, crucified for our salvation, is alive and victorious. When
we are weighed down by our sins and failures, we have reason to rejoice. Jesus lives,
and because He does, so shall we in forgiveness forever live with Him. This is the most
glorious day of the year. Jesus has paid for our failures, and we are free and able to be
with Him forever, both here and hereafter. Love Him! Trust Him! Rejoice in Him!
Risen and victorious Jesus, be our Savior forever! We shall live with You now as we live
by faith and after by our resurrection in glory with You! Amen.

(Taken of Portals of Prayer , April 21, 2019)
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