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When Will We Learn To Pick
Someone Up?
A jogger going through his paces on the trail
in the park saw off to the side a group of little
leaguers playing their football game under the
watchful eye of the coach and the parents that
gathered around. The little fellows with suits too big
were trying to play a game for adults.
The jogger heard above the rest of the noise a
voice that said: “Jerry, knock somebody down, knock
somebody down.” The jogger thought, poor fellows
playing adult games with adult rules and adult pain
and learning to “knock somebody down.”
Again he heard, “Jerry, knock somebody
down.” The jogger let a few tears roll down his
cheeks and wondered who was going to teach Jerry to
pick somebody up?
Television, society, and many other
influences in the world say: “Knock someone down,
knock someone down!” “Get ahead at all costs,” “eye
for an eye and tooth for a tooth”, “do unto others
before they can do it unto you,” are the messages that
in the world. Our children are growing up with the
idea that others are not important, that it is o.k. to
knock others down!
Our Lord gave us a great commission that
might be thought of as a commissioning, not to play a
game of knocking people down, but the game of life
where we learn to pick someone up. A commission
to make disciples, to recruit them, to sign them up, to
get them to be willing to play the game of a godly life,
and to get them to make disciples of others for the
Lord.
Our Lord came into the world to “seek and
to save the lost.” He came to take upon Himself the

punishment for our sins, and through His death and
resurrection give forgiveness of sins and life eternal to
all who would believe in Him. He wanted to pick us
up, dust us off and make us ready for life (both now
and for eternity). And our Lord is not selective. He
wants to pick us all up, to save us all, and to have us all
on His team.
On Pentecost God sent His Holy Spirit upon
His disciples and they spoke with new boldness and joy
of their faith in Jesus. What a difference the Holy
Spirit made in the lives of the disciples and what a
difference the Holy Spirit makes in our lives when we
let our hearts be open for the Holy Spirit to live in us
and work through us.
Acts 1:8 says: “But you shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria and to the end of the earth.” Through faith,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, we are new
creatures, with a new energy and a new willingness not
live for selves but to live for God and help others.
So how can we get this new energy? Where
can we get this Holy Spirit? You can’t buy them in a
store. You can’t get them off of the internet: Ebay or
Amazon. They come from the Lord through His
Word.
Have you been into the Bible lately? Do you
even know where your Bible is? In God’s Word
comes the knowledge of God, but also with that Word
comes the Lord Himself into our lives. Through that
Word comes the Holy Spirit which can change our
lives, bring us to faith, and work through us to bear the
fruits of God’s love and care.
What a joy it is to be able to reach out and to
help pick people up. God’s blessings on you this day,
and this day may the Lord work through you that you
may be a blessings unto others.
God’s blessings,
Pastor Koeller
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Give Thanks!
Happy Thanksgiving! Really, truly not just because it what
we say this time of year, but because it is true. We do have
a lot to be thankful for, but it is difficult for us often to be thankful people. It is difficult for us
because we are seemingly self-focused and since being thankful really takes the focus off of
ourselves unto another we struggle.
Scripture gives us wonderful passages that “give thanks!” These are just a couple examples:


ESV 1 Chronicles 16:8 Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known
his deeds among the peoples!



ESV Psalm 28:7 The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am
helped; my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him.



ESV 1 Corinthians 1:4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of
God that was given you in Christ Jesus,



ESV Ephesians 1:16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers,

I would submit to you that being Christian results in a continual thankful life. Who are we
without God? We are nothing.
Without God we don’t exist. Nothing exists. With God, we enjoy all the blessings that He
richly and daily provides including our food, clothing, home, family, daily work, and everything
we need to support this body and life. Everything has its origin in God. God imparts to us the
gifts and abilities to make the most of His God given earthly resources to have these things
become even more beneficial today like: advances in medicine, technology, and the like.
Without God, we die in sin. We die forever. With God, we enjoy all the blessings of the only
true God who is merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Through the gift of His
one and only Son, and through his shedding of His blood and innocent suffering and death, He
has redeemed me a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won from sin, death and the
power of the devil. Wow, in Jesus by grace through faith we are not our own, we are God’s
children.
ESV 1 Corinthians 1:4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of
God that was given you in Christ Jesus,
Happy Thanksgiving!
Pastor Seabaugh
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At a Special Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, September 30th, voters amended
Pastor Seabaugh’s Call from Associate/Youth Pastor to Senior Pastor. That
change will be effective July 1, 2019 when Pastor Koeller retires. The
congregation also approved the formation of a Call Committee and any subcommittees necessary to begin the process of filling the Associate Pastor
position at Good Shepherd. If you would like to serve on the Call Committee,
please submit your name for consideration to your Elder or Steve Calder.

There will be a fall Voters’ Meeting Sunday, November 4th after the 10:30
service in the Community Room along with the annual chili cook-off provided by
the youth. Please mark your calendar and plan to be a participant in this
important meeting. Brief reports from each of the boards will be provided, as well
as an update on the installation of our audiovisual system and your 2019 budget
will be presented for approval. This information will be available on our web site
www.goodsheplutheran.net or you can pick up printed copies beginning Sunday,
October 28th.

Churches visited by members while away:
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

St. Mark’s Lutheran, Wausau, WI
St. Luke Ev Lutheran Church, Chilton, WI
Bethlehem Lutheran, Altoona, WI
St. Paul Lutheran, Davenport, Iowa
Good Shepherd Lutheran, Verona, WI

If you visit a church while away, please save a copy of the bulletin for me.
Thank you. Pastor Koeller
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God is Good- even when life is not
As part of our mealtime prayers, my family occasionally says, “Give thanks to
the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever” (Psalm 136:1).
At one church my family attended, every worship service began with the
pastor saying, “God is good.” Then the worshipers replied “All the time.”
When people I love talk about healing, recovery, restored relationships,
and seeing God say yes to their prayers, they say, “God is good.”
I love when we give God the glory for the way he is working on this
earth. Still, a nagging voice makes me wonder if we really believe that he is
good- all the time. Maybe it’s the loss of a job or struggles in the church or
battles with temptation that make you silently question his goodness. At every
natural disaster, hurting hearts question, “If God is good, why did he let this
happen?” This year, we might be gathering around a Thanksgiving table with
breaking grieving hearts. That’s when we need the reminder that even when
the situation is not good, God still is.
Sometimes we proclaim, “God is good!” with confidence, believing he
will work good from hardship. Sometimes our voices shake, because we know
he is good but are struggling to see how. However we say it, faith trusts that
God will work all these hard things for the good of those who love him. For
your good.
Because he is good, and his love endures forever.
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Set in post-Civil War Texas, “News of the World”
tells the tale of an aging Army Captain assisting a ten
-year old girl get back to her “family.” When a band
of Kiowa raiders killed Johanna's parents and sister, Johanna, age 6, was taken and
raised among the tribe. Since she had no remembrance of her previous life, Johanna
feels ripped away from the only life she knows. Needless to say, it isn't an easy time for
Captain Jefferson Kidd and may not be worth the $50 gold piece to achieve his mission.
Paulette Jiles is the author of this exciting book that Book Club will be
discussing. Will you join us at 7pm in the Good Shepherd
library? It should be an interesting time for conversation
and a book to discuss. Come even if you haven't had a
chance to finish the book. See you there.

Things have moved! In order to free up space in our
ever expanding library, we moved the Primary Section C and the Preschool Section B over to the shelving next to the library desk. The
library is still in the same space in the Community Room but the books have all been
rearranged to absorb new items. We hope that you find the time to use it.
This month, the library work day will be on Saturday, November 10th. Anyone
can work 1 or 2 hours or the whole time between 9 and 2. Last month, there were no
takers on the coffee and free lunch, so the same goes for this month. If you work the
whole time, Diane will treat you to a Subway lunch and provide coffee for the morning.
There is still plenty to do!
If you can't make it for a Saturday work day, let Diane know you are interested in
helping with the library. Some work can be done whenever there is a free moment.
Keep watching for the book sale as well.
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Opportunities to live your faith by serving others
You are invited to a Mystery Dinner for the benefit of Loaves
and Fishes, a community organization that provides free meals
to the public 3 times a week. The event will be from 6 to 8 pm on
November 12th at 213 Wisconsin Ave in Appleton. Tickets are $15. Get yours by calling 205-6900. Good
Shepherd has provided an amazing kitchen-themed basket for the silent auction. You can have fun while
turning the tables on hunger!
You can help those hit by hurricanes and flooding
There are many people nationwide who experienced natural disasters in the last 3 months. Please
prayerfully consider contributing to relief efforts. Thrivent Financial has offered to match up to $1 million
in donations made to hurricane relief at thrivent.com through year’s end. Donations qualifying for
matching funds can be directed to LCMS Disaster Response by selecting “LCMS Disaster Response” on
the “Hurricanes Florence and Michael” page. Learn more by visiting thrivent.com/
disasterresponse.
Contributions for LCMS World Relief and Human Care disaster response efforts can be made online
at lcms.org/givenow/disaster, or by sending the text message LCMSHURRICANES to the
number 41444. Donate over the telephone by calling 888-930-4438.
If you'd like to help those in the southern part of Wisconsin, go to thrivent.com/disasterresponse..
Scroll to Wisconsin Flooding where you will find links to donate to two organizations that are assisting
with disaster recovery in WI.
Want to roll up your sleeves?
If you are interested in being part of a team that goes to an effected area to help rebuild, please contact
the Ebbesen' at bonnie.ebbesen@gmail.com. Ebbesens are investigating opportunities in Florida
and southern Wisconsin for service teams in 2019,
The Christmas Giving Tree will be up in the entryway at the end of November. Take an ornament and
bring the unwrapped gift back by December 10th. We can celebrate our Savior's birth by sharing our
blessings with those less fortunate. If your family is going through difficult times this holiday season, we'd
like to be able to help you. All requests for gifts are anonymous. Contact your elder or the church office
for referral to the Board of Human Care.

Thank you!!! Our CROP Walk for hunger total was over $500.00 this year Thanks to our
walkers! We had a beautiful fall day for walking, also those who pledged their support, including
Sunday School mission offerings. Thank you for supporting our local food pantries!
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ZONE 18 FALL RALLY –
October 6, 2018
Seven women from Good Shepherd attended the Rally at St. Paul’s
Lutheran in Manawa.

Zone 18 elected Sondra Reierson (St. Luke’s – Big Falls) as our delegate to the National Convention in Mobile, Alabama,
June 20-23, 2019.
North Wisconsin District is planning to provide bus transportation to the National Convention.
Deposit ($100) is due by December 1st. Program featured mission trips to Alaska, coordinated by Alaska Missions; another
opportunity is also provided by Lutheran Indian Ministries. New North West District President, Becky Haltaufderheid, reported:
$15,000 Mission Grant (2018-2020) to Orphan Grain Train has been paid. Linda Koeller, Mission Grants Director, resigned her
position in September; and Lynne Johnson will fulfill Linda’s term as the Mission Grants Director. LWML” Giving Tuesday”
will be on November 27, 2018. Offering toward the LWML Mission Goal will be matched (up to $20,000) on that day, thanks to
two anonymous donors. Registration and offering, totaling $388.76, from 34 participants, was collected and will be sent to North
Wisconsin District. Fellowship with sisters in Christ was great!
Spring Rally will be held March 30, 2019 at Shepherd of the Hills, Greenville.
LWML SUNDAY (10-14-18) WAS GREAT! Thank you to those who participated in the service, to those who baked, and to
those who supported the Bake Sale! Thank you all! Let’s do it again, next year!
LWML IN NOVEMBER: Our next meeting will be on Monday, November 19th. The afternoon group will meet in Room 3 at
1:00 p.m. The evening group will meet in the Community Room at 6:15 p.m. Michael Green, Executive Director of COTS will
be our guest speaker in the evening. As we all prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving with our families and friends, we will also be
reminded of others in our community who need can use our help to meet life’s basic needs. Please join us.
GOOD SHEPERD’S LWML “SISTERS IN CHRIST” will hold their Annual Christmas Gathering on Monday, December
17th at 6:00 p.m. The party and program will include an ingathering of Christmas gifts for the residents of area ResCare Group
Homes, the Secret Sister Reveal (with an opportunity to sign up for your very own Secret Sister for 2019), Christmas treats,
maybe a skit or a game, and a focus on Jesus, our reason for celebrating. All women are invited, encouraged and welcome to join
us for this special evening.
PLEASE CHECK THE LWML BULLETIN BOARD in the coat room! Information about upcoming events and sign-up
sheets are posted there. We can always use more help. Pick up a copy of The Quarterly, a mite box, or drop off used stamps –
all right there, at the end of the counter. Information regarding the Bus to Mobile, for the National Convention, June 20-23rd, can
be found on the purple clip board – remember the deadline for your deposit ($100) is Dec. 1st.
LWML CHRISTMAS COOKIE AND CANDY SALE – coming to your Community Room on Sunday, December 2nd. No
crafts this year, but some of the best homemade treats that you can find! Women who would like to help with the Sunday
morning sale and/or the fellowship hour, please sign up in the coat room – Look for the bright green poster with signup. Thanks!
A THANKSGIVING PRAYER for my sisters in Christ – Thank you, dear Lord, for the blessings you have shown through
these, my sisters in Christ. Continue to protect and provide each one with all that will bless their lives with your
steadfast love and faithfulness. May there be peace in each heart and home, now as we pause to reflect and give
thanks to you, and forever. In the precious name of Jesus, the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls. Amen
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Good Shepherd Financial Statement - 2018

Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

Sep
52,190
51,529

Surplus (Deficit)

$

(661)

2018 Receipts
2017 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

51,529
43,493
8,036

Synod Missions
Scrip
Thrivent Choice

$
$
$

3,440
250

Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

YTD
469,710
434,991

Surplus (Deficit)

$

(34,719)

2018 Receipts
2017 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

434,991
427,875
7,116

YTD Synod Missions
YTD Scrip
YTD Thrivent

$
$
$

31,322
2,010
11,554
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Dear Members of Good Shepherd,
The Board of Stewardship thanks you for completing
the Time and Talent and Treasure forms. The Time
and Talent form will be a great tool to use in moving
forward in 2019 and putting our time and talents and gifts to use to the glory of God. Let
each of us use our God given gifts and talents to further His kingdom on earth. The
Treasure form will help us utilize his blessings to us and be able to help others here at
Good Shepherd and our world. If you have not completed the forms, the silver box will
be at the back of the church for the remainder of the month.

A survey was handed out for you to complete regarding the process of commitment from
the Board of Stewardship. The board would like your input so we can improve on the
process. Your surveys can be placed in the silver box in the back of church or to the
church office in the mail slot. Your input will be greatly appreciated.

God Owns We Manage
As the legal owners of so many things, it is sometimes difficult for us to acknowledge
that God is the real and ultimate owner of everything. He is the owner; we are merely
managers or caretakers of God's property. King David wrote, “The earth is the Lord's,
and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1). God is
the landlord. We are his tenants. We possess, we occupy, we use, we manage----but we
don't own.
Scripture tells, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).
Out of nothing, God created life. The world and all who live in it are gifts from God. He
gives us the ability to produce wealth in order that we may sustain our lives
(Deuteronomy 8:18). He gives us strength, wisdom, knowledge, and eternal life through
His only Son.
God made man to “have dominion over.....all the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth” (Genesis 1:26). God puts us in charge of His kingdom, making us,
His stewards, responsible for all the gifts He has entrusted to us.
How can I be a better steward of God's creation?
The Board of Stewardship
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How To Survive Your Abortion Part 3
A Guide to Rebuilding Your Life
Forgive Yourself and Others
It is natural to feel angry and resentful toward yourself and others who had a part in your abortion decision. Many
women even feel outraged the moment anyone even mentions the words abortion, pro-life, unborn child, etc. But
you cannot heal emotionally while allowing these destructive feelings to exist.
Realize that these others participating in your decision to abort may be just as unsuspecting as yourself. Maybe
they didn't know the facts and the emotional trauma you will face when they recommended or forced you to abort.
Maybe they did know, but selfishly gave you bad advice. Either way, you must forgive them: your boyfriend or
husband, friends, clergy, parents, school counselors, and the abortion clinic personnel. You must also forgive
yourself. This will only be possible through divine intervention.
Look to God For Forgiveness and Healing
Many women say they feel unworthy of God's forgiveness, instead they feel God is judging them. But Jesus came
into this world to die a sacrificial death for everyone, no matter how bad the sin is. In God's eyes, sin is sin, none
is worse than another. And Christ died for each one of us, "for all have sinned".(Romans 3:23) Abortion is sin, and
must be confessed to God. But fear not because "He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness". (John 1:9) God is not angry. He is hurting with you. He loves you and feels your pain.
He knows what it feels like to give His Son over to death. You are the reason that Jesus gave His life, that He
suffered and died. Jesus demonstrates in a parable how He, like a shepherd, will leave the ninety-nine to seek out
the one that is lost. He is waiting for you with outstretched arms. God is able to forgive a multitude of sin. Don't let
our enemy, Satan, deceive you in thinking that you don't deserve God's love or forgiveness. God is love. God
created you to love you and make you His child. That's His desire.
Pray to your merciful Father in Heaven this prayer or a prayer similar:
Dear Father in Heaven, I come to You now, confessing my sins. Lord, seeking my own way and living by my own
rules has resulted in death and torment for my child and myself. Forgive me. I thank You that You were willing for
Your Son to die to redeem me. I accept His great sacrifice on my behalf Father, I lay at Your feet all my feelings of
guilt, grief, remorse and regret. Cleanse me and heal me by the blood of Your dear Son. To day is the first day of
my new life, a life I commit to You. Teach me to live according to Your will. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
Find a friend, fellow Christian or church that will further help you recover and grow spiritually closer to your Savior.
"... if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things become new." (2
Corinthians 5:17)
Mary Jo Taylor

Ladies ... the 2019 Women Rejoice! Retreat will be held Feb. 22-24 at The
Osthoff Resort in Elkhart Lake.
We are excited to welcome back Heather Ruesch as our guest speaker. Heather
is an energetic Christian singer, songwriter and speaker who combines her love of
music with her passion for sharing God's Word. Heather and her husband, Rev.
Matt Ruesch, served as missionaries in Puerto Rico for three years, and their
family is now back in the states.
Registration forms for the retreat will be available in November. We hope you can
join us for this faith-filled weekend of fun and reflection. Mark your calendars!
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