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 “Who’s Worse?”  
  

 “Do you think that these Galileans 
 were worse sinners?”   Luke 13:2 
 

Psychologists have learned something 
very interesting about the way people look 
at their own behavior in comparison to the 
way they judge the behavior of others.  If 
someone does something hurtful to us, 
we usually consider their behavior to be 
due to some problem with their character.  
“He’s always inconsiderate.”  “That’s the 
way she is!”   On the other hand, if we 
catch ourselves doing something hurtful, 
we tend to view our behavior as the result 
of some circumstance around us.  “I 
wasn’t thinking.”  “I was in a hurry.”  “I 
wasn’t feeling well.”    We try to make 
ourselves look good, or at least better 
than others. 
 

Jesus cannot be fooled. He knows the 
hearts and minds of all people. One day 
when some people were talking to Him 
about the cause of human suffering, 
wondering if some were more wicked or 
evil than others, and thus the reason for 
their suffering, Jesus answers back in 
such a way that there would be no double 
standard here.  In the words of the apostle 
Paul, “all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  If sin causes 
suffering, then we’re all in big trouble. We 
all better repent and seek God’s mercy. 

 

 If someone sins more, does that 
mean that they will suffer more here upon 
earth?  No.  But, a promise is given to all of 
us sinners:   “God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him, should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16).  Through faith, even though we may 
suffer here, we will never know the 
suffering that awaits those who die without 
Jesus.  
 

Thanks be to God, God’s mercy is 
offered to us new every day.   Yes, sin 
brought with it suffering and death into the 
world. But Jesus’ suffering and death 
brought us life.  As we live in a sinful world, 
calamity may come our way. But by our 
side is One who can bring us through. 
Someone who can give us the victory. And 
that one is Jesus.  
 

 Lord Jesus, by Your sacrifice for sin, 
purge us from all pride and make us 
witnesses of Your love and salvation.     
Amen. 
 
God’s blessings,   

Pastor Koeller 
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 Parents, Youth, and the Kitchen Sink                                                                                     
 

 
 Well, this will be my last newsletter which bears the title above.  I have enjoyed the 
opportunity to explore topics and subject matter that was relevant to our youth and their 
families. But, now is the time of transition, to explore new subject matters and topics which I 
hope will still have a far reaching impact on all of our members.  
      Transition is what has been taking place here at Good Shepherd. As of this writing, we 
have had two installations one in August and the second in September.  We have welcomed a 
Director of Parish Music and Director of Christian Education. For me, this means that my role 
as advisor to the youth program will now be handed over to our new DCE David Stuckwisch.   
      As I reflect on my role as Youth Pastor to the youth program, it shares the same nature as 
other programs with its roller coaster nature. Sometimes, the event planned is one you expect 
tremendous attendance and enthusiasm, and it doesn’t happen, while other time the reverse 
occurs! Thanks be to God for his gift of patience and encouragement throughout it all!  
      I have had the privilege of leading our youth and adults to 4 national youth gatherings. The 
first two were in Orlando, then San Antonio, and finally (my favorite place) New Orleans.  We 
began with 9 attending the first two, and we have grown to more than double that number.  I 
am encouraged we are keeping the number strong to Minneapolis. I rejoice because of the 
commitment of the youth and the parents, without them this would not occur. 
      I have also provided the leadership for our youth nights which transitioned under many 
names, from safe haven to now our youth lounge. This transition was to appeal to the youth 
and try to “attract” as many youths as possible. We transitioned for our length and times of our 
youth meetings over the years to be sensitive and understanding to the time commitment that 
can and will be given by the families.   
      I am most excited about our recent development of a youth board.  In the last two years, 
we have had youth serve in leadership positions and parents attending to add their support and 
encouragement. We have developed our mission, and goals for the youth and I believe 
provided a renewed sense of guidance and enthusiasm for what we are all about.  
       While I may not have the role of advisor anymore, I am thankful for what has been done 
and all who have helped me grow in this area, and I pray for their continued growth and 
enthusiasm. I will miss the direct connection with the youth, but I know I am always welcome to 
come around. Plus, my son is in sixth grade and my daughter in fourth so now I have the 
opportunity to serve in new ways like, as a chaperon, helper, and board member!   
        I look forward to my new responsibilities and challenges and joys that await in service to 
the Lord! 
  

Pastor Seabaugh 
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THE DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CALL 
COMMITTEE is excited to let everyone know that  
David Stuckwisch has accepted the call to become the 
Director of Christian Education at Good Shepherd. David 
and his family have arrived and he was introduced to the 

congregation in mid-September. please be sure to make David and his family feel welcome to 
his new home when you meet him. Thanks for all your support and prayers during the call 
committee process.  
  

The DCE Call Committee 
  

 I received my degree as a Director of Christian Education from the 

University of Concordia Texas. I ended up choosing a career that 

followed in both my mom and dad's footsteps. My father, Allen, has 

been a pastor for the past 31 years and my mother, De, in education for 

30 years. I met my wife, Makenzi, while attending Concordia Texas and 

after a year of marriage, we moved to Stuttgart, Arkansas where I had 

my internship and first call to St. John's Lutheran Church. After 5 years of 

marriage we had our beautiful baby girl, Joanna Austin, aka Jo, JoJo, or lovingly 

referred to as "slurpee" by her Aunts *her birthday is 7/11* and being a dad has been the 

greatest adventure thus far.  

As a family we enjoy watching sports (especially college football), playing board and 

card games, watching/quoting movies, and trying out different recipes in the kitchen. 

I'm always ready for a round of golf and our door is always open. 

David Stuckwisch  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Churches visited by members while away: 
♥ St. Mary Catholic Church, Appleton, WI 

♥ Trinity Lutheran, Kaukauna, WI 

♥ Village Lutheran, LaDue, MO 

♥ St. John Lutheran, Townsend, WI 

♥ Royal Redeemer Luth., Liberty Township, OH 

♥ Christ Lutheran, Augusta, MO 

 

If you visit a church while away, please save a copy of the bulletin for me. 
Thank you.  Pastor Koeller 
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Show Me  
 

 The original sin of Adam and Eve cost them 
everything, including being driven from the garden 

of Eden, where they had enjoyed personal interaction with God. After the fall, our 
relationship with God is more indirect. He speaks to us, but through the Bible, not 
audible speech. We speak to Him, but indirectly, leaving messages on his voice mail, 
as it were, through our prayers. We do not have the luxury of immediacy of speech 
and instant response; we do not have the luxury of sight of His face. We must live by 
faith until Jesus returns. 
 Living by faith to many religious people is a heavy, heavy burden. The 
desperately want something to see. They want to touch the divine. They want God to 
reveal himself fully and demonstrate his power before all so that, as they think, it 
won’t be so hard to believe. In short, they want signs from heaven: “’Teacher, we 
want to see a sign from you.’ He answered, ‘A wicked and adulterous 
generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a 
huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth’” ( Matthew 12:38-40). Let the powerful messafe of Jesus’ resurrection 
leave your heart content and satisfy your spirit until he returns for you in his glory. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Interested in helping with the library?  You are in luck!  On 

October 13th, we will work on projects for the library.  Part of the day will be 

spent weeding or removing outdated books.  These books will then be 

available for sale for a nominal fee.  Proceeds will go toward purchasing 

pockets, labels and ink for the library computer. 

 Also, during the day we will categorize donated books, enter them in the 

card catalog and process them for spine labels, pockets and stamps.  So much 

to be done!  Please join us on Saturday the 13th at 9am to 2pm.  Subs and 

coffee with be provided for lunch.   
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Book Club List for 2018-2019 

The Book Club has selected the following books 

for discussion. You are welcome to join us at 

anytime even if you have not read the book!  We meet at 7pm in the 

Community Room.  If you would like a ride to or from the church, please call 

750-1866.  Diane Simon can arrange for someone to pick you up or drop you 

off.  Happy All Hallows E'en! 

October 8 

Book:  We are All Completely Beside Ourselves 

Author:   Karen Joy Fowler 

November 12 

Book:     News of the World 

Author:  Paulette Jiles 

December 10 

Book:     Versions of Us 

Author:  Laura Barnett      

January 14 

Book:     My Abandonment 

Author:  Peter Rock 

February 11 

Book:  Good Luck With That   

Author: Kristen Higgins 

March 11 

Book:  The Other Einstein 

Author:  Marie Benedict 

 April 8 

Book: A Year of Wonders 

Author: Geraldine Brooks 

May 13 

Restaurant: Good Company Time: 6:30pm  Discussion Topic:  TBD 
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           Interfaith build  
is a new home construction on Story St in 
Appleton. Faith Lutheran will join us and 
various other churches to construct this home 
with the home-owners-to-be. We'll also 
provide lunch for volunteers. Our dates are 
September 11, October 6,9, and 18.  
 
Contact the Ebbesens at 836-2153 or 
bonnie.ebbesen@gmail.com for further 
information on how to be part of this caring 
endeavor. 

 
 
 
 

♥FALL RALLY – you are invited!  All 
women are invited to be part of the North 
Wisconsin District, Zone 18 Fall Rally on 
Saturday, October 6

th
 at St. Paul Lutheran 

Church in Manawa (carpooling available).  
Cost for the event is $6.00 – includes lunch.  
Registration and coffee start at 8:30 a.m.  
Program speaker, Brian Elmhorst, will tell us 
about St. Paul Lutheran’s mission trip to 
Alaska.  The Christian Growth topic will be 
“Over Whelmed” – a study of baptism.  Gifts 
from the Heart will be collected for the 
Manawa Food Pantry. This is a morning 
event, ending with lunch, that you don’t want 
to miss – spend the morning with your sisters 

in Christ and be renewed in your walk with 
Him. Carpooling from church at 7:45 a.m. 
♥MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  LWML 
SUNDAY is right around the corner!  We will 
celebrate on Sunday, October 14

th
 during 

both services.  We will also have a BAKE 
SALE and serve the Coffee Fellowship.  Fun 
for everyone, and funds for mission!  Check 
the LWML bulletin board for details and 
signup sheets.   
♥OCTOBER 15

TH
 – LWML will offer a 

special program featuring speakers from the 
Fox Valley NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness) at 6:15 p.m. in the Community Room.  
Everyone is invited to attend to learn how to 
prevent the stigma associated with mental 
illness and support NAMI’s mission of 
education, support, advocacy and outreach.   
♥BABY BOTTLE PROJECT UPDATE – 
Many thanks to everyone who participated in 
the Baby Bottle Project this spring.  Together 
we raised $1,760!!  That included over 106 
pounds of change!  Wow!  This money has 
been distributed as follows:   
$500 to Calumet County Bread of Life 
Assistance Program to help provide “Starter 
Kits” for newborns 
$500 to Bella Clinic in Oshkosh to support 
their pro-life program for pregnant women 
$380 to B.A.B.E.S., Inc, to help provide 
services for newborns through age 11 and 
their parents 
$380 to Harbor House (Appleton) to support 
their services to victims of domestic abuse 
♥LWML 38

th
 BIENNIAL NATIONAL 

CONVENTION will be held June 20 – June 
23, 2019, in Mobile, Alabama.  Our Zone 18 
will be sending a delegate, and all women are 
encouraged to attend.  For more information, 
check the website:  www.lwml.org, or talk with 
Diane Simon or Sarah Long-Radloff.  Watch 
for more information as the months count 
down! 
 

Sisters In Christ 

mailto:bonnie.ebbesen@gmail.com
http://www.lwml.org
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Cathy Adomavich Pastor Seabaugh 

Jan Ashbrenner Karen Dejk 

Carolyn Berg Gene Mason 

Joyce Beyer Debbie Koeller 

Joy Block Becky Lahti 

Phyllis Boldig Leann Johnson 

Linda Brick Becky Seabaugh 

Carol Hahn Marcia Thompson 

Tom Hahn  Pastor Koeller 

Tanya Johnson Lisa Lawrence 

Phyllis Jungers Arlene VandenBoogart 

Bruce Kirk Laurie Kumbier 

Sue Kirk Liz Podvin 

Jacqui Koeller Karen Kraft 

Linda Koeller Liz Stowell 

Ray Koeller Adel Thiede 

Sarah Long-Radloff Barb Ranger 

Marsha Mahan John Whalley 

Pat Piepenburg Pam VandeHei 

Barb Potaczek Sue Whalley 

Ron Ranger Bonnie Sielaff 

Diane Simon Bill VanEeckhout 

Nancy Smith Roger Stowell 

Good Shepherd Financial Statement - 2018 
     

 Aug   YTD 

Budget Needs  $      52,190  Budget Needs  $       417,520 

Actual Receipts  $      47,222  Actual Receipts  $       383,462 
     

Surplus (Deficit)  $      (4,968)  Surplus (Deficit)  $       (34,058) 
     

2018 Receipts  $      47,222  2018 Receipts  $       383,462 

2017 Receipts  $      46,169  2017 Receipts  $       384,382 

Difference  $        1,053   Difference  $            (920) 
     

Synod Missions  $        3,474  YTD Synod Missions  $         27,882 

Scrip  $        1,450  YTD Scrip  $          2,010 

Thrivent Choice  $             -  YTD Thrivent  $         11,304 
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How To Survive Your Abortion  Part 2 

A Guide to Rebuilding Your Life 
Don't Be Too Hard On Yourself 

 
One doctor has stated that ambivalence in early pregnancy is so universal as to be a symptom of pregnancy. You 

were called upon to make an important life decision at a time when your decision-making abilities were hampered by the 
hormonal changes going on in your body. 

Perhaps others around you were pressuring you to abort, or you felt you needed to keep the pregnancy a secret 
from parents, your church, school officials, or your boyfriend or husband and abortion was the only way to hide the fact 
you were sexually active. Perhaps you just felt that the baby would not fit into your "plans" and abortion was a "quick fix" 
offered by well-meaning friends or advisors. 

The "counselors" at the family planning or abortion facility probably didn't give you adequate or accurate information 
about your baby's development, abortion methods and risks — both physical and emotional so that you could make an 
informed and intelligent decision. Abortion providers are known to twist facts and words to keep women from choosing 
to let their babies live and thus lose their profits off your abortion. They told you your baby was "a clump of cells" or 
referred to her as "the product of conception". They never showed you the ultrasound of her jumping and doing somer 
saults inside your womb. They never offered you any other "choice", one that would have felt right to you. 
Mary Jo Taylor 
 

YOU’RE INVITED 
 

Please join me for an educational event Get important financial strategies from a membership organization of Christians 
that’s been helping members be wise with money and live generously for more than 100 years. 
 
Attend the Social Security: Timing Is Everything workshop 
As you approach retirement, now is the time to determine how you’ll support yourself. Find out how you can optimize 
Social Security and know how much you can expect to receive from other income sources. Please choose from one of 
the following events: 
 
EVENT DETAILS 

 Thursday, October 25, 2018, 10:00 a.m. 

 Fox Valley Lutheran High School 
 5300 N Meade Street, Appleton, WI 
 

RESERVE YOUR PLACE TODAY 
Please call Kristin Schumacher at 920-628-2890 or email kristin.schumacher@thrivent.com. 
 

These sessions are hosted by Thrivent Financial representative Chris Schumacher, ChFC®, FIC, CLTC®. 

Do Something for the Lord 
Jesus tells us that temporal and worldly things have no lasting 
value.  Because we are to be in the world but not of the world, we 
are warned not to store up treasures on earth.  No earthly treasures 
will give us long-term happiness.  When we accumulate more things 

on earth, we become more burdened with their upkeep and maintenance.  Material things become a 
distraction.  The things we own will either become worthless due to inflation, become obsolete, wear out, or be 
stolen.  Earthly treasures have limited value and purpose. 

In contrast, Jesus directs us to store up treasures in heaven that will last.  We store up treasures in heaven by 
helping and serving others, extending God's kingdom and living each day as a steward.  When God opens our 
hearts and minds, He changes our desires and enables us to store up treasures in heaven.  We store up 
treasures in heaven because we know, by God's grace, that our real home is with Him. 

You should have received your stewardship packet or will soon receive it in the mail.  As you fill out the Time & 
Talent Form and financial commitment form, prayerfully consider what you can do to advance God's kingdom on 
earth and here at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  The forms can be handed in at the Consecration services on 
Thursday, October 4th and Sunday October 7th, 2018 at the beginning of the service or at the end of the 
service.  The box for the forms will be at the entrance of the sanctuary.  Please read the directions carefully as 
there have been some changes made.  There will be extra forms available on the podium as you enter church.  If 
you wish to complete the forms on line, the instructions will explain how to do it.  Take time to prayerfully consider 
what you can do, and do Something for the Lord. 

 Thursday, October 25, 2018, 6:30 p.m. 

 Fox Valley Lutheran High School 
 5300 N Meade Street, Appleton, WI 
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