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walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil, for You are with
me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort
me” (Psalm 23:1,4).

“Nothing to Be Afraid Of”
“It is I; don’t be afraid” John 6:20

The disciples had all the reason in
the world to be frightened. They were in
the process of crossing the Sea of Galilee
when suddenly a storm arose, the wind
blew, and the waves tumbled. No wonder
they were afraid. To make matters worse,
they thought they saw someone walking
toward them on the water. They thought
it was a ghost. Now they were not just
afraid, they were probably terrified.
Then, suddenly, they heard the
comforting voice of Jesus: “It is I; don’t be
afraid.”
Many circumstances in our lives
cause us to be afraid: health problems,
money problems, natural disasters, wars,
and terrorism. For many the thought of
death and what follows is terrifying.

Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid.” He
conquered death when He died for us on
the cross. If we believe in Him, death is
the gateway to eternal life. No mater
what our current circumstances are, our
future is secure in the hands and care of
God. We can say with the psalmist, “The
Lord is my shepherd … Even thought I

The most frightening times in life
seen to come when we face our fears alone:
the person who walks alone at night; the
patient who awaits surgery with no one by
their side; the elderly who have no one to
visit them as they lay dying in the nursing
homes.
We can be there for each other. We
can encourage one another with our
presence so no one needs to feel alone. We
can also build each other up (because we
need to be reminded of this often, even
ourselves) with the reassurance that the
Lord is always with us. He will never leave
us nor forsake us. Nothing will ever
separate us from His love. Even death has
no power over Him. We have nothing to
be afraid of. God is with us.
Dear Lord, I trust in You. I know that
when I feel afraid I can turn to You for
comfort and strength. Amen.
In the comfort of God’s grace,

Pastor Koeller
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Parents, Youth and the Kitchen Sink
My wife and I have talked about the good and bad of allowances. I
am sure that for many of you this topic has come up before. In our staff
devotions, this subject came up, and was too good not to share with you! I
hope you are blessed by this devotion from Lutheran Hour ministries.

1 Chronicles 16:8 - Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon
His Name; make known His deeds among the peoples!

It was about 20 years ago that a mother came to my office for a visit.

Normally this lady was a caring, compassionate, loving, level -headed individual. That day things were different.
Her nose and eyes were red. I didn't have to ask her to explain what was upsetting her.
Before she sat down, she began: "Pastor, you know we've got five children, and we don't have a lot of money.
We can't give our kids all of the things some of the other parents give their youngsters, but we try to make up
for that by loving them very hard, and doing inexpensive things together as a family. That seems to have been
working with most of the crew, but lately our second youngest has been saying that his allowance isn't near as
much as that which his classmates get.
"You know, Pastor, we expect all our kids to help out around the house. If our home is going to run smoothly, it
can only happen if everybody does their share. For the first time in a long time, our son started to do his chores.
We thought things were getting better until he gave us a note."
She handed it to me and I read: "Dear Mom and Dad, I don't get the allowance that other children get. That's
not fair. But I do think I ought to get paid for the things I do. Here's the bill for last week. For making my bed
six days in a row: 25 cents a day. For taking out the garbage three times: 25 cents for each trip. For doing my
homework without having to be told: that's 20 cents per day. For putting my dishes in the sink: 10 cents."
The boys list went on. His final bill was $5, the allowance amount his friends were getting.
After I read it, she said, "Tell me, what should we do with this ungrateful little twerp who wants to trade in his
family for a business partnership?"
Let me ask what advice would you have given to that mother?
Let me tell you what we did. We wrote up two lists, two bills of our own. The first read: "For buying a home in
which you have a room, for giving you bed, sheets, and a pillow to sleep on: one dollar a day. The boy
eventually got billed for all the things you can't pay a mother to do, but which she does anyway.
That night, the boy found an envelope rather than a dinner plate where he normally sat. Inside the envelope
was the five dollars he said his parents owed him. Along with the fiver , there was the first bill from his parents.
Although the boy wasn't a financial wizard, he quickly grasped he wasn't going to be making a profit. That
truth was driven home by the first item on the list. It said, "Son, we are having your favorite dinner tonight.
Your cost is $7.30. As soon as we receive our money, we will get your food. If you need it, I do have change."
Shocked, surprised, saddened, and upset, the boy watched everyone else eat their dinner.
If you read through Scripture, you will find a fair number of people who think God should be pretty
appreciative of all the work they've done for him. Even Jesus' closest friends regularly argued about who was
going to be greatest in the kingdom.
Back then, or now, it is the wrong way to look at things.
The reality is the Lord has done everything for us. We are the ones who should be grateful for the Lord who
loved us when we were unlovable, who sent His Son to save us when we were helpless. It is He who deserves our
thanks and praise, He who continuously should be thanked.
Oh, about the second bill we gave the boy. It read: "Because we love you and you are part of the family, your
bill is reduced to $0," which my friends, is the same bill the Lord sends us.

God’s blessings!

Pastor Seabaugh
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THE DIRECTOR OF PARISH MUSIC CALL
COMMITTEE is excited to let everyone know that Jacob
Erdman has accepted the call to become the Director of
Parish Music at Good Shepherd. Jacob has arrived and
he was introduced to the congregation in mid-August.
please be sure to make Jacob feel welcome to his new home when you meet him. Jacob
wrote:
July 17, 2018
Dear Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
After much deliberation and prayerful consideration, I have accepted the Call to serve as Director of
Parish Music at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
I am very excited to begin this new chapter in my life. I am looking forward to working with everyone
and getting to know all of you. God has given me a passion for making music and using it in His
Kingdom. I am excited to share that passion with you.
Please pray for me as I prepare to move to Wisconsin and begin my music ministry at Good
Shepherd.

“Oh come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.” Psalm 95:1
In Christ,
Jacob Erdman

DCE CALL COMMITTEE is very pleased that David Stuckwisch and family have accepted
our call for the Good Shepherd DCE position as announced in August. David wrote:
Dear Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
My family and I would like to thank you for the incredible hospitality you showed us during our
visit this past weekend. We enjoyed being able to meet many of you in the congregation, and Joanna
was appreciative to all of her temporary babysitters.
While touring Good Shepherd, we were able to get a feel for many of the ministries taking place in
your church. Appleton, itself, seems to be a city that is rich with opportunity, and wonderfully
welcoming, even to folks with southern accents.
After prayerful consideration, the Lord has revealed to us that it is His will that we accept the call
to serve at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, in Appleton, Wisconsin. We thank you
again for being so welcoming and look forward to joining you all shortly. God’s Peace,
The Stuckwisch Family
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

David’s family includes his wife, Makenzi and 1 year old daughter, Joanna (JoJo). They are in
the process of searching for temporary housing—if you have a rental unit, or a 2nd house that
they could live in temporarily, please let Debbie know. In addition, Makenzi is a dental hygienist
and is searching to work in a dental office as a hygienist. Members of Good Shepherd can help
Makenzi with her job search by asking their dentist if they are searching for a hygienist. If you
learn of a job opportunity, please contact Debbie Koeller in the church office.
David will be starting w/ Good Shepherd September 16th. Please give them a warm welcome
to both Good Shepherd and to the community.
Thanks for all your support and prayers during the call committee process.
The DCE Call Committee

Orphan Grain Train In-Gathering took place from May 20th through August
12th. Donations of clothes, shoes, blankets and towels, etc. were collected in the
gym and 342 boxes and 4 sewing machines we collected to go to disaster relief
areas. A number of donations were also given to the French African
congregation. We wish to thank everyone for their generous donations for OGT
and disaster relief.
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Happy Back to School Time!!
The Book Club will be in full swing again
meeting every 2nd Monday. Our first
meeting will be September 10th. We have chosen Zora Neale Hurston's
book - “Their Eyes were Watching God.” This novel
was originally published in 1937. “The Color
Purple” author Alice Walker made it famous again in
an essay and this American novel had re-birth in
1972. This love story paints a picture of AfricanAmerican culture and heritage.
If you are interested in reading and discussing this book or others
join us at Good Shepherd in the Community Room Library at 7pm,
September 10th. Be watching future newsletters for the rest of our
selections.
Well we are back to school!
Need a book report? Good Shepherd
Library has plenty to offer for kids of all
ages. For older kids needing some research, there might even be some
reference books to peruse for your essay.
Whether you are still in school or just want to kick back with a book,
our library has much to offer. We hope that you take advantage of the
generous check out time of one month (or more if you ask).
Librarian Diane Simon wants to thank the generosity of all the recently
donated books. She hopes to find a date in October for a Working Bee
to get those many books catalogued. We will also need to weed some
older titles to make room. “Bee” watching for a date if you are
interested in helping in our October newsletter and bulletins.
Happy Reading, and good luck with the new school year.
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Sisters In Christ
Coming soon!
Opportunities to live our congregation's motto
of "Cared for by Christ, we care for all
others". Good Shepherd's 2018 focus on
local community outreach is through the
Habitat for Humanity organization. There are
a number of ways to participate in the
community in the coming months. Not all are
construction. Providing meal or treats can be
done at any age.
On-site opportunities start at age 14.
Rock the Block
is when community members come together
in a neighborhood to lift it up through
landscaping, park clean-ups, exterior home
repairs and more.The Fall Rock the Block
events are in Menasha's Friendship Park
neighborhood on September 15th and
Neenah's Washington Park neighborhood on
Sept 22nd. Work will finish by 2pm.
Interfaith build
is a new home construction on Story St in
Appleton. Faith Lutheran will join us and
various other churches to construct this home
with the home-owners-to-be. We'll also
provide lunch for volunteers. Our dates are
September 11, October 6,9, and 18.
Contact the Ebbesens at 836-2153 or
bonnie.ebbesen@gmail.com for further
information on how to be part of this caring
endeavor.

CONVENTION NEWS: Our local Good Shepherd
society of Lutheran Women Mission League (LWML)
was well represented at this summer’s North
Wisconsin District’s convention, held June 24-26 in
Stevens Point. Pastor and Linda Koeller were present,
together with your delegates Ruth Hasler and Helen
Johnson, alternate delegates Krista Nigbor and Adel
Thiede. Carolyn Berg, Sarah Long-Radloff, Debra and
Greg Suchyta were also present, representing Good
Shepherd, Heart-to-Heart Sisters, and M.O.S.T.
Ministries. Jan Struck was the convention’s keynote
speaker.
Nearly 400 individuals gathered for three days of
fellowship, worship, Bible studies, presentations,
displays, activities and amazing music. The time flew
by! In addition to vintage hats, gloves and outfits,
celebrating LWML’s 75th Anniversary, everyone
received a golden crown (cardboard, but still a
reminder of our heavenly home). What a dazzling
sight, twinkling brightly under the lights.
Three separate offerings were received at the
convention. The first was designated for the NWD
LWML mite goal and totaled $3,377.02. The second
offering was designated to support the mission work in
Kazakhstan by David and Rachel Baker and totaled
$3,080.52. The third offering was designated for
Peace Campus Center at the University of WisconsinStevens Point. An additional $4,253.84 was raised by
the Mission Walk!
Linda Koeller announced that the 2016-2018 NWD
Biennium Mission Grant $105,000 Goal was met and
exceeded by $7,000, and all mission grants were paid
in full. Linda also presented 23 proposed mission
grants for selection by the delegates. The following
grants were voted the top nine, and will receive the
amounts shown next to their names as we meet our
NWD 2018-2020 Biennium Mission Goal of $107,000.
Orphan Grain Train – Wis. Branch
$15,000
Concordia Theol. Sem. (Fort Wayne) Food Coop
$10,000
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District Professional Church Workers Financial Aid
Ashland Cares – Homeless Shelter
LCMS Mission Central – Current Need
Mission of Hope – Gwinn, Michigan
Operation Barnabas for Comfort Dog Congregations
“Wonderfully Made”- Resources for People of All Abilities
Derricks Family – Missionary Support (LBT) in Cameroon
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$25,000
$12,000
$10,000
$20,000
$ 2,500
$ 7,000 (Bethesda)
$ 5,500

DID YOU KNOW? You don’t have to “ join” LWML – that’s right! As a woman of Good Shepherd, you ARE
already a Lutheran Woman in Mission. Please feel free to participate as you are able in any or all of the activities
promoted by your local society here at Good Shepherd. Consider the following upcoming events and activities,
and come along with us as, together, we serve the Lord with gladness!
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Cathy Adomavich

Nancy Smith

Jan Ashbrenner

Liz Stowell

Carolyn Berg

Phyllis Boldig

Joyce Beyer

Barb Ranger

Joy Block

Pam VandeHei

Linda Brick

Adel Thiede

Karen Dejk

Marcia Thompson

Carol Hahn

Bruce Kirk

Tom Hahn

Phyllis Jungers

Leann Johnson

Bonnie Sielaff

Tanya Johnson

Ron Ranger

Sue Kirk

Roger Stowell

Debbie Koeller

Gene Mason

Jacqui Koeller

Barb Potaczek

Linda Koeller

Sue Whalley

Pastor Koeller

Becky Lahti

Ray Koeller

Pat Piepenburg

Karen Kraft

Becky Seabaugh

Lisa Lawrence

Liz Podvin

Bardean List

Diane Simon

Sarah Long-Radloff

Arlene VandenBoogart

Marsha Mahan

John Whalley

Pastor Seabaugh

Bill VanEeckhout

Good Shepherd Financial Statement - 2018

Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

Jul
52,190
46,850

Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

YTD
365,330
336,240

Surplus (Deficit)

$

(5,340)

Surplus (Deficit)

$

(29,090)

2018 Receipts
2017 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

46,850
51,246
(4,396)

2018 Receipts
2017 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

336,240
338,213
(1,973)

Synod Missions
Scrip
Thrivent Choice

$
$
$

3,454
50

YTD Synod Missions
YTD Scrip
YTD Thrivent

$
$
$

24,408
560
11,304
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OPEN ENROLLMENT
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
We are now enrolling for the 2018-19 school year
and classes are filled on a first come, first serve
basis.
We will be offering the following class schedules:
3 & 4 Year Old Program
(3 years of age and toilet trained by September 1)
Monday and Wednesday
9:00 – 11:15 a.m.
3 & 4 Year Old Program
(3 years of age and toilet trained by September 1)
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9:00 – 11:15 a.m.
For further information please contact Leann
Johnson, Director of Christian Education or Karla
Bauer, Preschool Director at (920) 734-9643.

Sunday School will begin on September 9th.
Children in the Nursery and Kindergarten classes
will meet in their classrooms. Please check the
whiteboard outside the coatroom for the location
of your child’s class. Students in grades 1-6 will
meet in the church. Youth (8th -12th) will meet in the
youth room. There are classes for every age level
beginning with parents and two year olds (child
must be two by September 1st.) Sunday School
starts at 9:15 and ends at 10:15. Please do not
bring your child to the classroom until 9:10.
Please be prompt in picking up your child. Many
staff attend the 10:30 worship service.
“Entry into Sunday School” parents are invited to
pick up the baptismal lamb for their children who
are beginning the Toddler Class on September 17th.
The lambs will be on a table in the hallway.
“First Bible” classes for third graders and their
parents will be held in Rm 13 in the basement from
9:15 –10:15 for two weeks beginning September
17th.
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A toddler class for children who will be two by
September 1st, is offered two times monthly.
Parents and children attend the class taught by
Karen Hanson. If you have not yet enrolled, please
contact the church office.
Thank you to those who have volunteered to
share God’s Word with children and adults.

SS Staff
Toddler Karen Hanson,
Preschool 1 Marianne Knops, Erin Kraft, Cassidy
Knops, Elena Knops
Preschool 2 Melissa Hanson, Matt Czerwan,
Kindergarten Audrey Hanson, Paige Laurent.
Tommy Hintz
Grades 1 &2 Laura Fahrbach, Charity Schlitz, Krista
Nigbor, Michelle Miller/Leah Salzmann, Cathy
Czerwan, Karissa Miller, Kylee Miller, Michael
Czerwan
Grades 3&4 Diane Simon, Allan and Joanne
Sidwell, Liz Stowell, Dan Hutter, Yvonne Scheffler,
Ryan Krizenesky, Amber Miller, Jordon Van Domelen
Grade 5&6
Mark Calabrese, Tammy Miller
Youth Sarah Brooker, Cindy Reinhold, Rob Worth,
Chris Worth
First Bible Sarah Long-Radloff
Office staff Jenny Hintz, Donna Engebos, Dawn
Gohlke, Debra Calabrese
Nursery Role Kathy Mason
Superintendent Elaine Krizenesky, Suzanne Laurent,
Melissa Hanson
Preschool Staff
Karla Bauer, director
Robin, teacher
Bible Study Leaders
Ann Cattau, Ed Kumbier
Ray and Debbie Koeller
Jodie and Ryan Neumeier
Carolyn Berg
Nancy Smith
Pastor Koeller
Pastor Seabaugh
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Sinners Like us
I have a friend—her name is Edith—who told me about the day she
decided to follow Jesus.
Edith cared nothing for religion. But one Sunday morning she walked into
a church near her apartment looking for something to satisfy her
discontented soul. The text that day was Luke 15:1–2, which the pastor
read from the King James Version: “Then drew near unto him all the
publicans and sinners for to hear him. And the Pharisees and scribes
murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.”
That’s what it said, but this is what Edith heard: “This man receives sinners
and Edith with them.” She sat straight up in her pew! Eventually she
realized her mistake, but the thought that Jesus welcomed sinners—and
that included Edith—stayed with her. That afternoon she decided to “draw
near” to Jesus and listen to Him. She began to read the Gospels, and soon
she decided to put her faith in Him and follow Him.
The religious folks of Jesus’s day were scandalized by the fact that He ate
and drank with sinful, awful people. Their rules prohibited them from
associating with such folk. Jesus paid no attention to their made-up rules.
He welcomed the down-and-out and gathered them to Him, no matter
how far gone they were.
It’s still true, you know: Jesus receives sinners and (your name).
Heavenly Father, we can’t thank You enough for the radical love of Your Son, who drew all
of us outcasts and moral failures to Him, and made the way for us to come to You in joy and
boldness.
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STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS TO PONDER
God deserves the best we can give. God deserves
our finest possessions, our most valuable time, our
talents, and our precious money.
You don't give for God's sake. You give for your
sake. The purpose of tithing is "so that you will
learn to respect the Lord your God
always. (Deuteronomy 14:23). How does tithing
teach you? Consider the simple act of writing a
check for the offering. First you enter the
date. Already you are reminded that you are a time
-bound creature and every possession you have will
rust or burn. Best to give it while you can.
Then you enter the name of the one to whom you
are giving the money. If the bank would cash it,
you'd write God. But they won't, so you write the
name of the church or group that has earned your
trust. Next comes the amount. Ahh, the moment of
truth. You're more than a person with a
checkbook. You're David, placing a stone in the
sling. You're Peter, one foot on the boat, one foot
on the lake. You're a little boy in a big crowd. A
picnic lunch is all the teacher needs, but it's all you
have. What will you do? Sling the Stone? Take
the Step? Give the Meal? Careful now, don't move
too quickly. You aren't just entering an
amount....you are making a confession. A
confession that God owns it all anyway.
And then the line in the lower left-hand corner on
which you write what the check is for. Hard to know
what to put. It's for the light bills and literature. A
little bit of outreach. A little bit of salary. Better yet,
it's partial payment for what the church has done to
help you raise your family...keep your own priorities
sorted out...tune you in to his ever-nearness. Or,
perhaps, best yet, it's for you. It's a moment for you
to clip yet another strand from the rope of earth so
that when he returns you won't be tied up. (From
"When God Whispers Your Name" by Max Lucado)
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How To Survive Your Abortion Part 1
A Guide to Rebuilding Your Life
You are hurting
Somewhere deep down inside your being you are
aching, or perhaps your abortion has left you emotionally distraught. Whatever pain you are experiencing, you are not alone. Millions of women are suffering as you are. This post abortion pain is referred to
as Post-Abortion Syndrome (PAS), and it is treatable,
there is hope.
Don't Allow Anyone To Trivialize or Dismiss Your
Grief
Your grief is a healthy sign that you are facing realities rather than burying them where they fester. Tears
are cathartic. The first step to being healed of emotional wounds is to admit that the wounds exist and to
acknowledge the cause of those wounds.
You have a right to grieve. You have lost a child.
Many women are surprised to find themselves grieving an aborted child because the abortion was —
more or less — a voluntary act. But this added dimension of guilt actually intensifies the grief. Society
tells aborted women that they have no right to grieve,
after all you were the one who made the decision, a
"choice" that is perfectly legal. This frequently leads
women to feel foolish or selfish about their grief. Yet
your grief is normal. When pregnancy occurs, all the
hormonal changes designed to change a woman into
a mother begin. The body machinery gears up to produce a child; the maternal mindset begins to establish. Any thwarting of this natural process (such as
abortion) upsets the body ecology and scars the psyche of the would- be mother. To FAIL to experience a
sense of loss, of emptiness, of grief is ABNORMAL.
Mary Jo Taylor
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