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“WILL THIS TRIP NEVER END?”
“[I have] a desire to depart and to be with
Christ; which is far better” (Phil. 1:23)
Have you made any long trips lately? Do
you remember the feeling after a long
strenuous trip how you just longed to get
back home again? My family and I took a trip
this summer which included 22 states and
more than 9100 miles in just over three
weeks. Believe me, home looked pretty good
when we finally pulled in the driveway.
Many people feel the same way about the
journey we call ‘life’. Sometimes that road
seems pretty long, strenuous, and never
ending. Sometimes the journey is filled with
fun trips and side adventures. Sometimes
breakdowns (illnesses and diseases) plague
the trip and one just longs to rest again - to
be back home again. Sometimes we wished
our trip would never end, and sometimes we
wished it would have ended yesterday. But
always the memories.
How has your journey been going? Are
you enjoying the trip? Are you just starting
out, or are you nearing the end of your
strength and just want to slow down or get
home? Wherever you are, I just want you to
remember, there is someone who walks with
you, who is always by your side, who always
loves you, who will always want nothing less
than to bless you and those who travel with
you so that you may make the journey safely
until you reach your final home - heaven.
That friend is Jesus!

As your traveling companion Jesus, first of
all, adopted you. He paid the price for your sins
on the cross so you can make the journey
towards heaven. As your traveling companion,
He travels with you: willing to forgive you when
you are sorry; willing to strengthen you when
you are weak; willing to guide you when you
ask; willing to listen to your every prayer;
willing to provide all that you need along the
way, as well as all you need to finish the trip.
The journey was not easy for St. Paul. He
suffered many hardships and pains for the
sake of the Gospel. But it did not discourage
him. He knew that it would be much easier just
to die and to be with the Lord, but he also
realized that to live was a gift from God, so that
he could have more time to share the message
of Jesus with those around him.
Wherever you are at in your journey, may
the peace of our Lord go with you. May He
bless you every day, so that every day may be
a blessing unto you, or for the Kingdom of God
through you. Praise be to God Who travels
with us to the very end of the age.
God’s blessings,
Pastor Koeller
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August, yes it is August already! August is a month that carries with it so much
for us doesn’t it? August has a bit of sadness to it as it marks for many the end of
summer freedom, as school will start or start soon. Subsequently for parents it is a
time to readjust their schedules in anticipation of this change, and to finish up any projects, travel one last time, and simply enjoy
what is left of this “free time.”
Since August, I believe is a time of transition, and therefore is rather significant, I thought it appropriate to understand the origin/
history of August. According to https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/months/august.html August was originally Sextilis, the sixth
month in the Roman calendar and consisted of 31 days. It became the eighth month with a length of 29 days around 700 BCE
when January and February were added to the year. Julius Caesar added two days to the month around 45 BCE. It was later
renamed to honor Augustus Caesar in 8 BCE.
There also is a Biblical perspective with August, since Augustus Caesar, as the Gospel of Luke records, “In those days a decree
went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of
Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. (Luke
2:1-7 ESV)
While, Augustus and Jesus share a timeline together, there are many important differences:
♥ Augustus was born in Italy in a town near Rome to a prosperous family of knights (equites, a kind of upper middle class). Jesus
was born in Bethlehem to a poor family, the son of a carpenter.
♥ Augustus’ lineage was largely traced through his adoptive uncle Julius, or rather the divine Julius as we’ve seen. Jesus’ lineage
was traced back to the Old Testament characters of Abraham and Israel’s King David (Matt. 1:1-17). Augustus real name was
Octavius Caesar and as already noted Augustus Caesar is a title.
♥ Jesus’ real name is Jesus meaning salvation. His title is Christ, meaning Anointed or Messiah (Matt. 1:16).
♥ Augustus declared his divinity through his uncle Julius. Jesus declared his divinity at age 12 when he said to his parents: “Why
were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49 ESV) Augustus’ was a young man
when he emerged from relative obscurity to begin his battle for ascendancy over the empire. Jesus was 30 when he emerged
from relative obscurity to establish his ministry (Lk. 3:23) Augustus was popular with the masses and most of the powerful but
still had rivals that he feared.
♥ Jesus was at times popular with the masses but the powerful hated him and the masses turned on him (Matt. 9:34; Lk. 23:1825). Augustus’ eliminated his enemies. Jesus taught people to love their enemies (Matt. 5:43-45). Augustus’ was famous for the
Pax Romana, a Roman peace which meant that Rome kept order in much of the western world. Jesus came to promote a
different kind of peace, a peace between God and rebellious man (Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:1-10). Augustus feared betrayal by rivals
and surrounded himself with a Praetorian Guard of approximately 5,000 men. Jesus knew that he would betrayed in order that
all would be fulfilled. He surrounded himself with 12 men called disciples, one of whom would betray him (Matt. 10:4)
♥ Augustus would obtain the Pax Romana through the strength of the legions. Jesus would bring about peace between God and
man through his death on the Cross for all who trusted in him (Jn. 3:16-21). Augustus could command 28 legions spread over
the vast Roman Empire. Jesus could instantaneously have more than twelve legions of angels at his disposal (Matt. 26:53-54)
but chose not to in order that Scripture is fulfilled. Augustus ruled over approximately 5,000, 000 Roman citizens (and millions
more non-citizens and slaves). Jesus rules in the hearts of the multitudes that have trusted him and Lord and Savior over the
centuries (Rev 7:9, Rev 19:6). Augustus ruled an empire through the strength of the legions.
♥ Jesus rules an empire through the hearts of his people (Matt. 5-7). Augustus’ empire stretched from the Sahara in Africa to the
edges of Parthia and Armenia in the east to the Rhine River in the north.
♥ Jesus’ empire is not limited to time and space (Col. 1:1-15).
♥ Augustus’ empire came to end in AD 476.
♥ Jesus’ kingdom will have no end (Phil. 2:6-11; Rev. 11:15)
♥ Augustus’ is still in the grave.
♥ Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father and the grave could not hold him (Heb. 1:3; 1 Cor. 15:20-28)
♥ Augustus has a month named for him and no one is offended.
(continue on page 3)
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Jesus has a greeting named for him, Merry Christmas, and many are offended.
I appreciate the research of https://broeder10.wordpress.com/2012/12/23/augustus-caesar-and-jesus/ to put this altogether. While,
this month’s article is much lengthier than most, I hope you found it interesting. August is here ready or not parents and youth; let us
rejoice that God is with us and that Jesus is the Ruler of all!
Happy August!
♥

God’s richest blessings!
Pastor Seabaugh

LET’S REBUILD GOD’S CHURCH
(Church Damage Donation): The Church in
Khun Chang Khian (a church Pastor Chia
Thao helped organize and build in Thailand)
was heavily damaged when a storm blew
down a large tree which literally cut the
church in half. It’s the only church in the
village and for miles around. (Est. cost to
repair damage is $2,000 with the work done
by the members). Tax deductible gifts may
be sent to:
Hmong International Mission
936 Hazel Street North
St. Paul, MN 55119 (Earmark: Church damage)

July 17, 2018
Dear Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,

After much deliberation and prayerful consideration, I have accepted the Call to serve as Director of
Parish Music at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
I am very excited to begin this new chapter in my life. I am looking forward to working with everyone
and getting to know all of you. God has given me a passion for making music and using it in His Kingdom. I
am excited to share that passion with you.
Please pray for me as I prepare to move to Wisconsin and begin my music ministry at Good Shepherd.
“Oh come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.” Psalm 95:1
In Christ,
Jacob Erdman
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Hello Fellow Book-lovers! Hope you are able to find
a tome or two to read while tanning or staying
inside an air-conditioned home. Book club will
officially begin again this month on Monday, August
13th. Maude Lehman has graciously offered to host our kick-off this year. We begin by
bringing the books or names of books and a summary of what it is about and why we
think the group would enjoy discussing. We will then vote for
the first one or more books right there so we can begin reading
before our September discussion. Diane Simon compiles the list
and the rest is done by cyber-vote.
If you have always wanted to join our group, this is the
best meeting to attend for the first time. As always, if you
happened to have read the book we are discussing for the month,
feel free to join us for that one time or as many as you like. Contact Diane at 720-8771
to get more details and directions to Maude's. Be sure to leave a message and call back
information if she is not home in the evening.

The summer has flown by! We still have four more
weeks of what has been a really great summer. Isn't
it great you can take a book anywhere? The beach,
the woods, the hotel, the... well, anywhere.
Have you used the Good Shepherd library this summer? So many good books to
choose from. There are many other great things to do in the summer, but when it is
just too hot outdoors, reading under a ceiling fan or next to an air conditioner can be a
refreshing way to escape without leaving the room! The Good Shepherd Library is
open to all ages! If your library is closed on Sunday, check a book out after church.
Have a great rest of your summer and stay cool!
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Sisters In Christ
Coming soon!
Opportunities to live our congregation's motto
of "Cared for by Christ, we care for all
others". Good Shepherd's 2018 focus on
local community outreach is through the
Habitat for Humanity organization. There are
a number of ways to participate in the
community in the coming months. Not all are
construction. Providing meal or treats can be
done at any age.
On-site opportunities start at age 14.
Rock the Block
is when community members come together
in a neighborhood to lift it up through
landscaping, park clean-ups, exterior home
repairs and more.The Fall Rock the Block
events are in Menasha's Friendship Park
neighborhood on September 15th and
Neenah's Washington Park neighborhood on
Sept 22nd. Work will finish by 2pm.
Interfaith build
is a new home construction on Story St in
Appleton. Faith Lutheran will join us and
various other churches to construct this home
with the home-owners-to-be. We'll also
provide lunch for volunteers. Our dates are
August 14, September 11, October 6,9, and
18.
Contact the Ebbesens at 836-2153 or
bonnie.ebbesen@gmail.com for further
information on how to be part of this caring
endeavor.

♥ MARK YOUR CALENDARS, GET SET AND GO!
There are many upcoming events and activities for
all women in the church. Take a look, pray about it,
and come fellowship with Lutheran Women in
Mission. You will be among your sisters in Christ;
you will be friends – some of whom you haven’t even
met yet!
♥ LADIES! Join us on Saturday, August 18th, at
Alleluia Lutheran Church in Greenleaf (just east of
Wrightstown). We are all invited by our Alleluia
Lutheran Sisters in Christ to their 3rd Annual
Breakfast & Coffee, with speakers. “Humor, Hugs
and Health” will be presented by Kathy Altergott, and
our own Sarah Long-Radloff will offer the morning’s
devotional. No registration required. The $5
admission charge includes coffee, a light breakfast, 3
raffle tickets and a delightful morning of fellowship
with your sisters in Christ.
♥ NWD LWML FALL RETREAT will be September
6th-8th, Thursday afternoon/evening through Saturday
noon, at Camp Luther. Rev. Matthew and Heather
Ruesch will share the message of their family’s
missionary experience in Puerto Rico. Kaye Wolff,
LWML Vice President of Special Focus Ministries,
will be the retreat’s guest speaker and Bible study
leader. Gifts of the Heart will be collected for Hope
Lodge in Marshfield. Items needed are posted on
the LWML Board in the coat room. Retreat
information and registration forms are in the purple
clipboard there. Registration deadline is August 25th.
♥ MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 Lutheran Women in
Mission will meet the third Monday in September at
6:00 p.m. in the Community Room. Please join us
for the “Each One Reach One” Potluck and Program
to launch the new program year for ALL women of
the church. More important than a dish to pass is
bringing a friend, family member, neighbor or
newcomer to this evening of fellowship, fun, and
inspiration. Need a ride – we can do that, too! Just
let us know (call the church office and leave a
message for your LWML leaders).
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Good Shepherd Financial Statement - 2018

Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

Jun
52,190
46,570

Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

YTD
313,140
289,390

Surplus (Deficit)

$

(5,620)

Surplus (Deficit)

$

(23,750)

2018 Receipts
2017 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

46,570
41,487
5,084

2018 Receipts
2017 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

289,390
286,967
2,423

Synod Missions
Scrip
Thrivent Choice

$
$
$

3,429
114

YTD Synod Missions
YTD Scrip
YTD Thrivent

$
$
$

20,954
560
11,254
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OPEN ENROLLMENT
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
We are now enrolling for the 2018-19 school year
and classes are filled on a first come, first serve
basis.
We will be offering the following class schedules:
3 & 4 Year Old Program
(3 years of age and toilet trained by September 1)
Monday and Wednesday
9:00 – 11:15 a.m.
3 & 4 Year Old Program
(3 years of age and toilet trained by September 1)
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9:00 – 11:15 a.m.
For further information please contact Leann
Johnson, Director of Christian Education or Karla
Bauer, Preschool Director at (920) 734-9643.

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
is pleased to announce that Robin Eckstein will be
joining our staff as our Preschool Teacher.
 My name is Robin Eckstein. I enjoy teaching

children especially three and four year olds. I am
currently pursuing a degree in Early Childhood
at Fox Valley Technical College. I have years of
experience in teaching. I have training not only
in early childhood but also in autism and special
needs. My passion is to help children learn and
find success. I especially love teaching children
about the Lord. I believe children learn best from
playing. Many activities in my classroom are
playing but the children are still learning as they
do the activity. I have an environment that is
engaging and fun. I want children to love to
learn.
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Sunday School Wish List
Washable markers
Sunday School will begin on September 9th.
If your child has not attended SS, please call the church
office or DCE Leann to register him/her.
A toddler class for children who will be two by September 1st, is offered two times monthly. Parents
and children attend the class taught by Karen Hanson.
If you have not yet enrolled, please contact DCE Leann,
ljohnson@gslchurch.net
♥

♥

Three year old children attend Sunday School by
themselves. Parents please enroll your child by
contacting DCE Leann. If your child attended the
Toddler class, he/she is already enrolled.

OTHER BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
♥
Ryan and Jodie’s Small Group Bible Study—
studying Ken Ham’s book The Lie Evolution. They
meet on Sunday evenings. Contact Ryan or Jodie if
you are interested.
♥ Ray and Debbie’s Small Group Bible Study –We will
be starting the book of Daniel Monday evenings in
September. If you are interested contact Ray or
Debbie Koeller.
♥ Women’s Bible Study—Wed. 9 a.m. starting the
Wednesday September 12th. 10-week study on
“Listening to God”.
♥ Wednesday evening at 5 p.m. Sept. 5th—Glory Day,
Living Your Promised Land Life Now. If you are interested please contact Carolyn Berg.
♥ 9:15 a.m. Sunday—A Longer Look at the Lessons.
Each Sunday we learn more about the lessons, the
Epistle, and the Gospel that we read on Sunday. If
you are interested just come and participate.
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&
Invite you to join us for a Night at the Ballpark
The Lutheran Men’s Fellowship is sponsoring a Night at the Ballpark
when the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers will be playing the Cedar Rapids
Kernels on Saturday, August 18 in a 6:35pm contest. The game will
include:


Festival Foods Fireworks after the game
 Kids Run the Bases after the game

Tickets will cost $10.00 and all seats will be in Section 111 (third
base side, just past the Rattlers dugout), rows H & I. Tailgating will
start at 5:00 in tailgating section 5 at the east end of the parking lot.
Brats, hot dogs and potato chips will be available for a free will
offering and a donation of a non-perishable food item. All proceeds
(canned food and offering) will be donated
to St. Joseph’s Food Pantry
A sign up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board in the sign up
area. You can also call Dan Lenz at 788-5096 to reserve tickets.
Payment must be made by August 1.
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We are blessed in the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod to be a body that is passionate
about the Great Commission from Matthew 28:19-20. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always,
to the end of the age.”
This month I wanted to highlight Lutheran Hour Ministries. You may remember and or
want to forget the snow storm we had in April. The storm was so severe that we had to cancel
Church. In Facebook and other media you were encouraged to use Lutheran Hour Ministries
service as your worship for the day. This is well known as the Lutheran Hour. We and other
LCMS congregations publish radio stations and times when this is offered for your further
growth in the Lord.
Lutheran Hour Ministries goes beyond the Lutheran Hour. They provide a wonderful
daily resource for devotions. As a matter of fact, our Church staff’s daily devotions primarily
comes from LHM. It is a great comfort and joy to have these devotions to be so portable and
timely for our day to day lives.
Lutheran Hour Ministries also provides wonderful video based Bible studies. Our
congregation has journeyed through the Book of Revelation, Martin Luther, Christmas, and
other topics which have fed and grown our understanding of God’s Word.
There is so much to explore and share when it comes to use https://www.lhm.org/ . I
want to encourage you to participate, share, and keep in your prayers this vital ministry of the
LCMS.
God’s blessings,
Pastor Seabaugh
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Just as branches of plants remain alive and
bear fruit when connected to the vine, our
stewardship exists because we are connected to Jesus. When we are connected to Jesus through spending time in His Word and
participating in the Sacraments, we will be
fruitful. When we abide in Jesus, we minister
to the needs of others as Jesus, the Vine, did
during His life on earth.
We cannot be fruitful stewards apart from
Christ. Like the apple, which stays red and
juicy for a long time after being picked appears to be as healthy as when it hung on the
tree, we, too, may look and act healthy, but,
apart from a true connection with Christ, we
will wrinkle up and rot as surely as an apple
in a bowl on a table. Some of us may try to
maintain an outward connection with Him by
attending church once in a while, but, even if
we are regular in our church attendance and
are actively involved in the work and mission
of the church, without faith linking us with the
Person of Christ, our business is fruitless. "Apart from Me", Christ said, "you can
do nothing" (John 15:5), nor are our works
even acceptable to God without faith in Him
(Hebrews 11:6; Isaiah 64:6).
Remember God does not go on vacation
without us, neither should we go on vacation
without God.
Thanks, Jan
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hank you for the wonderful celebration
last Sunday. You showered me with kind
words, hugs, gifts, and love. I am so grateful
and thankful. The support, caring, and encouragement you have given to me over the past
26 years has been astounding. I have so many
memories of time spent with children, youth,
and adults. I appreciated the freedom to try
almost anything: musicals, children’s activities,
choirs, Stepping Stones, new hymns… I have
been blessed abundantly in serving you and
our Lord these past years. I thank God for your
presence in my life. May the Lord continue to
bless you as you work to serve Him.
Peace and Joy!
Leann Johnson

D

ear Members of Good Shepherd,
How can I ever thank you for the wonderful ‘farewell’ given to me on June 28th and
July 2nd? I was overwhelmed and humbled by
the cards, gifts, hugs, tears, laughter, and wellwishes. It has been a pleasure being at Good
Shepherd for the past 26 years…first as an
accompanist for the choir and then leading the
TAPS group for the past 16 years. Yes, there
were times when the drive from Fond du Lac
seemed long (especially in the snow!) but as
soon as the worship team got together, and we
started making music all those miles were
worth it. I was blessed with a wonderful worship team. We had a lot of laughs and made
great music and memories.
(Continued on page 11)
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I hope our music brought you joy and enhanced your worship. Good Shepherd will
always be our ‘Appleton Church’.
Thanks again for your support of TAPS and
all the kind words. It is truly appreciated.
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ence of their Savior. Tell those who are worried
about the future that you are praying for them and
that God has good plans for them. And don’t forget
the simple fact that just listening to others and letting them know you care may be all they need. Listen to your Savior encouraging you in His Word
and you will be well prepared to encourage others.”

Musically yours,

Life Quotes from lutheransforlife.org

Deb Seidl

Submitted by Linda Koeller and Mary Jo Taylor

LIFE QUOTES...
“No man, great or small, is a self-made individual.
And no nation can make itself great. Nations and
individuals depend on both the grace of God and
His mysterious purposes in history. If any nation
wishes to become great, it must bend to protect the
least of its irreplaceable citizens, starting in the
womb.”
“When people consider euthanasia for those
experiencing illness or decline with aging, God’s
Word is clear again through King David in Psalm
139:16, ‘All the days ordained for me were written
in your book before one of them came to be.’”
“Please join us in praying for those who make, administer, and judge our laws that they may reflect
the truth, love, and life of our Lord Jesus Christ in
their policies and actions until the Savior returns to
bring our redemption and resurrection to fulfillment in new creation and everlasting kingdom.”
“Arguments from some about when life begins,
which inexcusably focus on eliminating the rights
of the baby in the womb, are a perfect opportunity
to speak the truth in love. We need to do this because this is not an abstract issue. It is a matter of
life and death.”
“When we see post abortive women and men…
vulnerable, helpless, destined perhaps to their own
destruction—we are compelled to speak and defend and help because it is the Christ thing to do. As
Christ, we get down in the ditch with them. We offer healing that can only come from the objective
and complete forgiveness in Christ. We lift them up
and walk beside them.”
“Whom can you encourage today? Think of the
lonely hearts that need encouragement of the pres-

Churches visited by members
while away:
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

Peace Lutheran
St. John’s Lutheran, West Bend, WI
St. John Lutheran, Marion Springs, MI
Shepherd of the Prairie, Huntley, IL
Peace Lutheran, Eau Claire, WI

If you visit a church while away, please save
a copy of the bulletin for me.
Thank you. Pastor Koeller
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