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“I WAS FOOLED!”
Not so long ago something happened to me someone fooled me! Not only did they fool me, but I still
have a hard time believing that what they told me was the
truth! I’ll explain in a minute.
Have you ever been fooled? I mean in the sense
that you came to believe one thing - someone comes along
and tells you the truth - and you refuse to believe the truth
because you have believed the falsehood for so long that
you can’t let go of it, or don’t want to let go of it?
While driving home I was listening to WPFF, one of
our local Christian Radio stations, and Dr. Jack Cuozzo was
being interviewed concerning his research and book
“Buried Alive”. Dr. Cuozzo, an orthodontist, pointed out
how he examined the skulls and teeth of Neanderthal Man
skeletons and explained how he reached a much different
conclusion than what is being taught in our science books
in our schools. He said that the public is being deceived or fooled - into believing that these skulls are the ape-like
ancestors of man, whereas in reality they tell us just the
opposite! They tell us that man has not changed much at
all since the earliest known fossils of mankind, and his
research explains how the evidence backs up what he says.
But, he goes on to say that most people have been taught
for so long that Neanderthal Man was an ape-like creature
that they refuse to believe anything else - even when
confronted with the evidence!
Many people are being fooled every day when it
comes to spiritual matters. The world would love to have

us believe that there are many different ways to get to
heaven, that there are times that God doesn’t care about us,
that it really doesn’t matter what we believe, as long as we
are “good”.
How are we to know the truth? How can we know
that we can trust God and His Word as it comes to us in the
Bible? It is comforting to know that with all the technology of
today, with all the different ways and different people who
have tried to prove something, anything, wrong in the Bible,
still the Bible stands strong and sure. God’s Word is truth,
and it can be trusted! Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 3:16, “All
Scripture is given by the inspiration of God.”
God does not lie to us: He does love us; He did send
His Son Jesus to die for us; He is watching over us and
caring for us everyday; He does want nothing less than that
we should believe and be saved; and He has prepared a place
for us in heaven whereby we may live with Him forever.
Those who believe anything less will someday be confronted
with these truths.
I told you I was fooled this past week. My family was
invited over to the home of some friends. I was asked how I
enjoyed the apple crisp, and after eating it I had to admit that
it tasted pretty good. It was then that I was told that it
wasn’t apple at all, but zucchini! But, I said: “it smells like
apple, it looks like apple, and it tastes like apple!” Too bad! It
was zucchini! No matter what the world tells you, even if it
sounds pretty good, if it conflicts with God’s Word, be
assured that God’s Word is the real truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth! Praise be to God!
God bless!
Pastor Koeller
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Parents, Youth, and the Kitchen Sink
In the desire to get information in a particular area, from a particular group, a survey can be a great way to
ascertain the best information. In the March edition of the Reporter, the official newspaper of the LCMS, the front
page entitled, “Relationships, Not Programs” caught my attention.
In order to simplify the results, the survey took a look back at the confirmation classes of 2004-2006 and then
looked to see where they are at today Their ages being roughly around ages 23-27. Like a lot of surveys, there
wasn’t 100% participation, but I believe that we can still understand a lot from what was returned.
*Current Church attendance:
18% are still regularly attending the church confirmed in;
10% moved away but still LCMS;
3% attending different LCMS church near where they were confirmed;
15% occasionally attend their home church;
11% attend different denomination;
11% no longer attend; and
30% are of unknown status regarding worship practice
The numbers equate to roughly 1-in-3 confirmands still attend an LCMS church which coincides with survey
based on millennials raised in the LCMS.
What influenced those who remained LCMS?
 Having adults on staff who work with youth (whether paid or volunteer);
 having a Lutheran school;
 having the same pastor for a long time, and
 Involving young people in church leadership.
It was also noted from the research that larger, suburban congregations seem to retain youth at higher rates than
rural and small-town churches, but rural and small-town churches are more likely to remain connected with their
young people in that they know where the youth are.
Confirmation and beyond has been and will continue to be an important topic in the life of the Church. The
Church has to continue to address and work on ways to teach the Lutheran faith while working with the every
changing dynamic of the world around us, especially in the traditional family unit!
The survey results will continue to be looked at over the summer. I would appreciate your feedback using your
own history and see if there is a correlation with your life and what the survey revealed!

He is risen!
Pastor Seabaugh

*Websource: relationships, Not Programs’: Youth Ministry Shares ... (n.d.). Retrieved from https://
blogs.lcms.org/2018/relationships-not-programs-youth-ministry-shares-res
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WE’LL BE PACKING UP for the North
Wisconsin District Convention, June 24-26, in
Stevens Point. Delegates from the Good
Shepherd LWML society are Ruth Hasler and
Helen Johnson. Several others from the
congregation will also be present to bring back
the story of what your “mighty mites” are doing
in Wisconsin and around the world. Delegates
will bring offerings on your behalf and also
deliver the hygiene kit items that you have donated. Thank you so much for your prayers and
support.

Sisters In Christ

INTERESTED IN A SUMMER MISSION TRIP? Our District LWML is hosting a mission trip
to two different ministries in Michigan, July 16-19. While in Michigan the team will help MOST
Ministries in Ann Arbor process eyeglasses to be used in clinics around the world, and also
assist Gifts for All God’s Children in Detroit with summer Bible Camp and organizing school
supplies for distribution. Deadline for registration is June 16. If interested, please pick up the
information and registration sheet in the coat room – look for the purple clipboard
AND THERE WILL BE MORE PACKING TO BE DONE... Remember the Orphan Grain
Train is coming! As you clean out closets and watch your kids grow right out of their clothes,
please remember to bring these items to church. They will be distributed both in the United
States and around the world.
Just think – if you can’t travel this summer, your clothes can!

MOST MINISTRIES OPPORTUNITY FOR “SENDERS” – On June 29th Cindy Reinhold will be
leaving for Belize on a Clean Water mission trip. In addition to prayers needed for the team’s
preparation, WASHCLOTHS for hygiene kits would be a blessing. The washcloths can be left
in the church office labeled “MOST Ministries”. Thank you for your continued prayers and
support.
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The Good Shepherd Book Club will not be meeting this month or
next. We take the summer to catch up on our favorite authors or to
find some new ones we like. We also read what may make the next
Book Club list.
If you are an avid reader and would like to suggest a book or two for our Book Club, don't hesitate to contact one
or more of us and share the wealth! You can contact me, Diane Simon, at
920-720-8771 with your suggestions. You can also contact me if you would like to
be part of the Book Club starting with selections in August and meetings in
September.
I, personally, would like to thank Maude Lehman, Kathy Hill, Kathy Maronek, Lisa
Davis, Becky Lahti and Jean Vanderheiden for all their suggestions, leadership and
treats! We have been together for a few years now and I am glad that everybody is
an even more voracious reader than I am. I would also like to thank members of the past that got things started
or joined us for awhile but may have moved on to other groups. And I know that out there, there are more of
you brave enough to join our lively group!
For all you readers out there, have a great summer and God bless!
Hurray! It is summer! Time to get outdoors, mow the lawn, weed
your gardens and flower beds, build a rock wall, haul away some
brush or trash and the list goes on, and on. After a tiring day in the
sun, it is nice to unwind with a cool drink (lemonade) and a good book.
Good Shepherd library is very forgiving when it comes to due dates. It is never too late to return a book
even if it is overdue. We will take gently used books if they are appropriate for church use. When you are gone all
summer or vacationing, remembering to get your books back to the library can be challenging.
Take a look at our library and check out a few books you've meant to read. Four weeks is a ball park
number for how long to have a book out (you can take a book to a game to read between innings ha!ha!); just let
the librarian know you would like it longer by writing the approximate date you will have it back to the library on
the card along with your name.
We hope you find time to enjoy your summer. Have a great summer and as always, happy reading!
Diane Simon, Librarian
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Congratulations and God’s Blessings to the Class of 2018

Many thanks to Jenny Hintz for coordinating the making of
quilts for the Graduation Stepping Stone, to those who gave of
their time and talent to make the beautiful quilts, to chef,
Darlene Pluger and to the parents of Juniors for providing the
food for the brunch, and to Jacqui Koeller and Debbie Koeller
for creating the power point presentation.
The Board of Family Education invites you to be part of a
rummage sale at Good Shepherd. A 10’x10’ space can be
reserved for $10. Tables can be obtained for $2.00. The sale will
be on June 15th from 9:00-5:00 and June 16th from 8:00-12:00.
If you wish to reserve a space please contact DCE Leann at 7349643 or ljohnson@gslchurch.net
If you haven’t registered for Shipwrecked , this
year’s VBS, please do so. Registration forms
can be found on the table in the hallway. Everyone, regardless
of age, is invited to be part of this exciting adventure beginning
on June 10th after the picnic and then evenings , June 11 – 14
(6:00- 7:30) . You do not need to be present for every day.
http://goodsheplutheran.360unite.com/home

Collin Bartel
Cathleen Curtin
Benjamin Davis
Kaitlynn Habeck
Katelyn Heindel
Braden Hutter
Stephanie Kumbier
Gwen Laurent
Taylor Lawrence
Katelyn Mauel
Payton Mueske
Shane Nelson
Elizabeth Olson
Izac Robenhorst
Maxwell Schiltz
Mariah Schmidt
Ryan Stocker
Allison Van Domelen
Olivia Vanden Heuvel
Carter Weyenberg

OPEN ENROLLMENT
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
We are now enrolling for the 2018-19 school year and classes are filled on a first come, first serve basis.
We will be offering the following class schedules:
3 & 4 Year Old Program
(3 years of age and toilet trained by September 1)
Monday and Wednesday
9:00 – 11:15 a.m.
3 & 4 Year Old Program
(3 years of age and toilet trained by September 1)
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9:00 – 11:15 a.m.
For further information please contact Leann Johnson, Director of Christian Education
or Karla Bauer, Preschool Director at (920) 734-9643.
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
We are a Lutheran based preschool seeking an experienced Part-time (2 or possibly
3 mornings a week) lead teacher in our 3 & 4 year old room for the 2018/19 school
year. Individuals must have a minimum of a preschool credential from The Registry
& 2 plus years teaching in a licensed preschool or childcare facility. If you have a genuine love for
children, are enthusiastic and passionate about teaching Christ's love, we encourage you to apply. Please
email a cover letter and resume to ljohnson@gslchurch.net. Wage based on experience and education.
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Go and Bear Fruit
Just as branches of plants remain alive and bear fruit when
connected to the vine, our stewardship exists because we
are connected to Jesus. When we are connected to Jesus through spending time in His Word and
participating in the Sacraments, we will be fruitful. When we abide in Jesus, we minister to the
needs of others as Jesus, the Vine, did during His life on earth.
We cannot be fruitful stewards apart from Christ. Like the apple, which stays red and juicy for a
long time after being picked, appears to be as healthy as when it hung on the tree, we, too, may look
and act healthy, but, apart from a true connection with Christ, we will wrinkle up and rot as surely
as an apple in a bowl on a table. Some of us may try to maintain an outward connection with Him by
attending church once in a while, but,even if we are regular in our church attendance and are
actively involved in the work and mission of the church, without faith linking us with the Person of
Christ, our busyness is fruitless. “Apart from Me” Christ said, “you can do nothing.” (John 15:5), nor
are our works even acceptable to God without faith in Him.
Is your life bearing fruit? How can you tell?

Good Shepherd Financial Statement - 2018

Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

Apr
52,190
58,870

Surplus (Deficit)

$

6,680

2018 Receipts
2017 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

58,870
61,500
(2,630)

Synod Missions
Scrip Earnings
Thrivent Choice

$
$
$

3,629
0
4,129

Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

YTD
208,760
201,773

Surplus (Deficit)

$

(6,987)

2018 Receipts
2017 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

201,773
202,728
(955)

YTD Synod Missions
YTD Scrip Earnings
YTD Thrivent Choice

$
$
$

14,056
560
11,043
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Ray Koeller

Jan Ashbrenner

Pastor Koeller

Carolyn Berg

Liz Stowell

Joyce Beyer

Linda Brick

Joy Block

Sue Whalley

Phyllis Boldig

Bruce Kirk

Karen Dejk

Barb Ranger

Carol Hahn

Arlene VandenBoogart

Tom Hahn

Becky Lahti

Leann Johnson

Marcia Thompson

Tanya Johnson

John Whalley

Phyllis Jungers

Barb Potaczek

Sue Kirk

Marsha Mahan

Debbie Koeller

Roger Stowell

Jacqui Koeller

Bonnie Sielaff

Linda Koeller

Diane Simon

Karen Kraft

Pastor Seabaugh

Lisa Lawrence

Pat Piepenburg

Bardean List

Pam VandeHei

Sarah Long-Radloff

Bill VanEeckhout

Gene Mason

Nancy Smith

Liz Podvin

Becky Seabaugh

Ron Ranger

Adel Thiede
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LIFE MOMENT
....this past April, I celebrated the 40th birthday of my precious
daughter 'Sarah'. That would have been her earthly age had I
chose differently and allowed her to live. Yes, she's my
daughter Sarah and my children's sister. You see, I really
don't know if Sarah would have been a little girl or little boy
but I needed her to live as part of my family so I chose 'Sarah',
which means Princess. I shared Sarah with my children, they
know they have a sister, who lives in Heaven with her Heavenly
Father. My daughter, JJ, refers to Sarah as her 'soul' sister.
When they were old enough to be told, I shared the truth of
Sarah's death with them and they forgave me and loved Sarah
and me more than ever before. What a blessing my children,
including Sarah, are. I still have my moments of sadness, to be
sure, I feel a mother's pain at not ever knowing what joy my
precious one would have given to this world. But I can imagine
she would be just like her brothers and sister...

So part of my healing is speaking of Sarah and making her a
part of our family. The other part of my healing is 'living' a life
of advocacy for life! In the news recently, we came to know
baby Alfie in England and his parents struggle to have him
moved to a hospital in Italy. The parents wish was rejected by
the courts and baby Alfie died.
This doesn't just happen in England, it happens here as well.
Terri Schiavo in Florida. Because she was on life support, just
like Alfie, a court made the decision that her life wasn't worth
living and she was removed from that support and died. I don't
believe any of this would happen if abortion was illegal.
Because we don't value life in the womb, we don't value a life
needing a feeding tube or ventilator...so through Twitter I
bring awareness to our taxes going to Planned Parenthood
without our permission, to lives like Alfie and Terri's, to those
who support the right to life and those who don't.

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

Am I on a political mission? I don't believe so. I believe, we each
have a voice to bring awareness to others, to start a dialogue and
discussion and perhaps, through the Holy Spirit, the hearts and
minds of those against the right to life might be touched and
An excerpt from my journal “Guatemala Eyeglass Mission Trip
changed. Miracles happen every day!
2015”:
Churches visited by members while away:
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

Blessed Savior Lutheran, Florissant, MO
St. Peder’s Ev Lutheran, Minneapolis, MN
Providence Church, United Methodist
Bethlehem Lutheran Church & Preschool, Wales, WI
First Congregational UCC, Appleton, WI
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Second day in El Maguey. Arrived by 8:30 am and we had the eye
clinic ready to go within an hour after a short message from
Felix, the church president. I was able to train in a new area
today-testing reading levels. What an incredible blessing, being
more interactive and personal with these wonderful people. Lots
of smiles and gentle touches all around.

After lunch, which included delicious “breadfruit”, I moved to the
“nurse’s station” for the afternoon. I used a flashlight to check
If you visit a church while away, please save a copy of the bulletin for
for cataracts, infections and pteregium. Our interpreter, Anna,
me.
was very patient with the people. She asked them several
Thank you. Pastor Koeller
questions about their vision, health issues, and possible
treatment from area doctors. They loved to talk, and she politely
listened, smiled, and told me their responses as I filled out the
medical forms.
The highlight of the afternoon was my last patient. Jose was a
LIPPIZAN HORSE SHOW/BUS TRIP
middle-aged man with a wonderful smile. He said that he had
Faith Senior Ministry is sponsoring a motor coach trip on
asked for Jesus to enter his heart 25 years ago. He then pointed
Wednesday, June 27th, to Old Mill Creek, IL for a performance of to his chest and said that the light inside him was the light of
the Tempel Lippizan European horses. We’ll stop at the Jelly Belly Christ!!
♥

factory for their train ride and a Dutch treat lunch. Our return
trip will include dinner at the Fox & Hounds Restaurant, Hubertus,
plus a stop at Holy Hill Shrine & Monastery if time allows. Cost is
$80 per person, checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church and
given to Laurie Schmeling (882-5070) or placed in the senior
mail box, no later than Tuesday, June 5th.
OLD MILL CREEK, ILLINOIS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27, 2018
7:30 AM
LEAVE FAITH CHURCH – SOUTH PARKING LOT LAMERS MOTOR
COACH
10:00 – 11:45 AM JELLY BELLY FACTORY, PLEASANT PRAIRIE, WI
25 MIN. TRAIN RIDE THROUGH FACTORY DUTCH TREAT LUNCH
1:00 – 2:30 PM LIPPIZAN HORSE SHOW
4:30 PM
INCLUDED DINNER AT FOX AND HOUNDS RESTAURANT
HUBERTUS, WI
IF TIME ALLOWS: AFTER DINNER VISIT TO NEARBY HOLY HILL SHRINE AND
MONASTERY
COST: $80 PER PERSON. CHECKS PAYABLE TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH.
PLEASE PAY LAURIE SCHMELING (882-5070) OR PLACE IN SENIOR MAIL
BOX IN THE OFFICE. FINAL DATE TO SIGN UP AND PAY: TUESDAY, JUNE
5TH
SPONSORED BY FAITH SENIOR MINISTRY

Wow, I thought that MOST Team #1536 were the missionaries
sharing God’s love (and light) with the people of Guatemala. And
yet this sweet man was sharing God’s message and filling my
heart! This shows us that no matter where we are, we can share
the Gospel with those around us. And we can do it in such simple
ways, just as Jose had done.
Cindy Reinhold
Dear Jesus, You are the light of the world. Fill us with your light
(your love) so that we can share this light with others, both near
and far. Amen.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

June 2018

Page 9

&
Invite you to join us for a Night at the Ballpark
The Lutheran Men’s Fellowship is sponsoring a Night at the Ballpark
when the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers will be playing the Cedar Rapids
Kernels on Saturday, August 18 in a 6:35pm contest. The game will
include:


Festival Foods Fireworks after the game
 Kids Run the Bases after the game

Tickets will cost $10.00 and all seats will be in Section 111 (third
base side, just past the Rattlers dugout), rows H & I. Tailgating will
start at 5:00 in tailgating section 5 at the east end of the parking lot.
Brats, hot dogs and potato chips will be available for a free will
offering and a donation of a non-perishable food item. All proceeds
(canned food and offering) will be donated
to St. Joseph’s Food Pantry
A sign up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board in the sign up
area. You can also call Dan Lenz at 788-5096 to reserve tickets.
Payment must be made by August 1.
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