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LET ME GO! 

   A young woman who lay dying sought to 

comfort her father, who was overcome with grief. 

“Dad,” she said, “don’t be broken up. If I had 

received an offer of marriage from someone who 

was all you could desire for me, and whose station 

in life was far superior to mine, but who wanted 

to take me to live in a remote part of the world, 

don’t you think you could have born the 

separation, knowing all the advantages it would 

bring me? But I am now being promoted to a 

situation incomparably beyond anything that 

could have happened to me in this world. Then 

why this reluctance to let me go? Our next 

meeting will be in far more wonderful  

circumstances, joyful,  and everlasting.”  When the 

Christian thus regards death, he mourns not for 

the one who has passed to heaven’s joy, but only 

for his own sense of loss. If he could only consider 

the other’s joy, he might suffer far less acutely.                 

(author unknown) 

 

UPDATE:   What is our strategy to fulfil our 

Mission and Vision?  

 

A)  The Worship Ad Hoc Committee’s Worship 

Survey. The Board of Elders have contracted 

with Northern Sound and Video out of Green 

Bay to install new audio/video for the church. 

A special meeting was called for Sunday, 

March 25
th
 following the 10:30 a.m. worship 

service to answer questions and present 

information to anyone interested from the 

congregation. Proceeds from Cabin Fever 

2018 will go towards this new sound system. 

If additional monies are needed after Cabin 

Fever, a special fund-raising will take  place to 

make up the difference. 

B) A Steering Committee was formed to consider 

guidance for future staffing as staff changes 

during the next few years. They took a look at  

1-3-5 year plans. Leann Johnson will be retiring 

summer (2018). Their report and 

recommendation came through the Church 

Council to the congregation at a Special Voter’s 

Meeting which was held on Sunday, March 4
th
, 

after the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  It was 

voted to go ahead with their recommendations.  

Two committees will be set up:  

1) Call Committee for a new Director of 

Christian Education; and  

2) A Call Committee/Contract Committee 

to hire a Director of Music.  

C)  Will we need a Capital Campaign to raise funds 

to pay for repairs and improvements already 

needed, for replacing our sound system in the 

church, for future staffing needs? 

D)  Ours is a ministry of care and love as we share 

Christ and grow in Him. People need Christ 

first, but they also need to feel wanted, cared 

for, and important. Share your smiles with each 

other. Pray for one another.  Invite others to 

get involved. Love one another. And then we 

can fulfil our mission of teaching and reaching 

others through God’s Word and Love. 

 

 



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  April 2018 Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 

Parents, Youth and the Kitchen Sink   

                                                                                        

Christ is risen! This is great news! The Devil has 

been crushed! However, he still prowls, he still 

hopes to tempt us, as the catechism says in the 

6
th
 petition to the Lord’s Prayer, “We pray in 

this petition that God would guard and keep 

us, so that the devil, the world and our flesh 

may not deceive us or lead us into false belief, 

despair and other great and shameful sins; and 

though we are tempted by them, we pray that 

we may overcome and win the victory. 

 We celebrate, but we also have to be on 

guard.  This month I decided to share with 

you Lutheran Hour’s devotion from January 

31, 2018 as a reflection and ways to be 

offensive against these attacks. https://

www.lhm.org/dailydevotions/default.asp?

date=20180131 

 

But even if you should suffer for 

righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. 

Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but 

in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 

holy, always being prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it 

with gentleness and respect. 1 Peter 3:14-15   

 

In our text above, the apostle Peter says 

each of us needs to gently and respectfully 

share why we believe what we do. It's 

good advice, and more than one authority 

is offering up suggestions on how we may 

go about preparing our children to be 

defenders of their faith. 

 
 
 

1. Begin now. The first rule is don't wait 

to educate your child until his faith has 

been challenged. Anticipate the 

questions which are coming and explain 

at a level they can understand. For 

example, how do we know there is a 

God? Answer: with all its gears and 

such, watches aren't found in nature. 

Watches have to have a maker. The 

universe is far more complex that any 

watch. It, too, needs a Maker. 

2. Deal with the questions which everyone 

asks sooner or later? You know, "Why 

do bad things happen to good people?" 

"If God loves us, why do people die?" 

3. Don't just teach the children what to 

believe; teach them why we believe it. 

And teach them how to gently and 

respectfully debate with others. Don't 

let them get steamrollered. 

4. Listen to their doubts. Jesus never put 

anyone down for their doubts and 

questions. On the contrary, He 

answered all such folks. You do the 

same. 

 

I'm not saying this will make every child 

immune from the clutches of the old, evil 

foe. It won't.. But it does give some 

weapons which can be used against evil. 

Let’s continue to work together, so that we 

may grow in the strength of the Lord and 

in His victory won for us! 

 

Happy Easter! 

Pastor Seabaugh

https://www.lhm.org/dailydevotions/default.asp?date=20180131
https://www.lhm.org/dailydevotions/default.asp?date=20180131
https://www.lhm.org/dailydevotions/default.asp?date=20180131
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LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION CELEBRATE:   

CHRIST IS RISEN!  ALLELUIA!   

HE IS RISEN INDEED!   

 

Easter brings such incredibly good news!  May your 

Easter season be filled with joy as we celebrate the 

Good News together! 

 

 

 

APRIL NEWS: 

We will meet on Monday, April 16
th
 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 3 and again at 6:15 p.m. in the 

Community Room.  Our mission projects will include preparation of May Baskets and completing 

previous projects as needed.  Plans for the Spring Rally (Zone 18) on Sat. April 7
th
 at Zion Lutheran - 

Fremont and the North Wisconsin District Convention, June 24-26 in Stevens Point, will be discussed.  

Also the slate of officers for 2018-2019 will be presented.  Your presence helps to build the future of 

our local LWML.  
 

BAKE SALE will be on Sunday, April 22
nd

, after each worship service.  We will also serve the Fellowship 

Hour on that Sunday.  Check the sign-up sheet in the coat room; help where you can.  Thank you! 
 

WATCH FOR A FUN NEW “Baby Bottle” project for Mothers’ Day this year – everyone can participate! 

Would you stop to pick up a quarter you saw on the ground?  What if it was a dime?  Or a nickel?  How 

about a penny?  Sometimes “loose change” just doesn’t seem worth the bother.   
 

What if our “change” could make a change in someone’s life?  What if our pennies could help a young 

parent with the basic needs for their child? 

In May, the LWML (Lutheran Women in Mission) of our congregation will sponsor a project that will 

give our members the opportunity to help families in our community in a FUN way!!  Look for details in 

next month’s newsletter and in the weekly bulletins. 
 

Remember….your change can make a change!! 

 
 

CABIN FEVER DAY 2018 - MARCH 18 
  

A big Thank You goes out to the Cabin Fever Committee, Joanne 

Sidwell, Jenny Hintz, Sharon Dumke and Allan Sidwell. Without the 

combined efforts of the Cabin Fever committee, this event could not 

have been possible! 

♥ A Thank you also goes out everyone who had helped out behind the scenes... 

♥ Sharon Dumke for coordinating the meal and preparing the meal;  

♥ Thank you to Allan Sidwell for handling publicity and all the odds and ends! 

♥ Thank you to Jenny Hintz for getting donations from new businesses and for the decorations and decorating 

the gym on Saturday. 

♥ Thanks also to everyone who worked, putting all the gifts in the baskets and wrapping them and typing basket 

contents!  Great Job!  

♥ Thanks to everyone who helped set up on Saturday morning – you are a great crew! 

♥ Thanks to those who helped at the registration table. 

♥ Thank you to the auctioneers.  Rest your voices for another year. 

♥ Thanks to all who helped on Sunday by donating food, serving food, helping show 

the baskets at the auction, for staying and helping to clean up.  

Sisters In Christ 
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Anyone familiar with coming of age stories would find some 

similarities between our April book and a tome or two you 

have already read.  Whispers of Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry 

Finn, Stand By Me, To Kill a Mockingbird and even Fried 

Green Tomatoes show up in “Ordinary Grace” by William 

Kent Krueger.   

 Set in New Bremen, Minnesota, Frank and his stuttering brother Jake go on adventures typical 

of pre-teen boys.  This particularly hot summer is different however.  A kid 

they know has got himself killed by a train.  An overheard conversation has 

Frank and Jake looking for clues on the tracks and trestle not far from home.  

An encounter with a homeless person, gets them in trouble with their Pastor 

Dad and notoriety amongst their friends. 

 More mystery surrounds the boys that summer and their tale keeps 

you guessing until the bitter end.  If you happen to read this novel or just 

want to find out the end, join us April 9
th
 at 7pm in the Community Room.   

 

The semi-annual Fox Valley Church Library Association meeting 

will be held at Faith Lutheran in Appleton on April 21. Anyone 

wishing to attend must contact Diane Simon by April 10th. You 

can email disimon33@yahoo.com or call 720-8771.   

 At the meeting, ideas for updating and marketing 

libraries are discussed. Our speaker this year is a former nurse who has written a series of novels. 

Included in the activities of the day is a book exchange table. If there are books that our library has 

duplicates or no longer has room for, we can exchange them for another libraries “weeds.” If there are 

books left over, most will go to the Appleton Branch of American Association of University Women's 

Used book sale.   

 This sale has been held annually for 81 years. Although held in the fall, the books are stored 

until then.  The proceeds go toward scholarships.  What does this mean for you? If you wish to 

downsize your library consider donating those books to Good Shepherd library. If books are duplicates 

or not used for our library, another church might be able to use them.  If not, future students may be 

recipients of the proceeds from your books. If you wish to take advantage of this opportunity or you 

have any other questions, do not hesitate to contact Diane.   

 

All past and present TAPS team singers, youth/adult choir 

members, and Joyful Noise/Ringers & Singers members are 

invited to join Deb Seidl and Leann Johnson for a 

mass choir singing  an arrangement of “Jesus Loves 

Me” on May 6th at both services. Rehearsal will be 

at 6:30 p.m. on April 25
th
. 

    

♥ Finally and most importantly....Thanks to everyone who donated gifts, baskets, services to the 

auction so we could raise funds for our church.  We could not do it without you. 

♥ Mostly thanks to all of you who were so generous with your bids. 

♥ Thank you to everyone who helped make this year a successful one. When we work together as a 

congregation and with the help of our Lord...there is no telling on what we can accomplish.  
 

We raised $5,155.15 for the Sound and Video for the Sanctuary. 
 

Don’t forget to fill out the Cabin Fever Survey  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BD9V9VP 

mailto:disimon33@yahoo.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BD9V9VP
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VBS is for everyone. Parents and 

children attend the sessions together 

along with adoptive “grand parents 

or aunts and uncles.” Please invite 

your friends and neighbors to join you in 

attending  SHIPWRECKED  June 10-14. 
 

 

Parent Bible Study: Come join Pastor Seabaugh for 

4 weeks as we look at Apostle Paul’s Word for 

families beginning April 8
th
. We will join the 

Sunday school in the Church for opening after 

8:00 a.m. and then meet in room 5 around 9:20 

a.m. or so. Please sign up using the sign up genius 

link (by pasting in your browser at 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/904094EA5A82EA13

-parent or via email at tseabaugh@gslchurch.net. 

Sign up by April 1
st
, and attend as much as you 

can!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We started out the month of March with a unit 

about the ocean.  The kids really enjoyed learning 

about and making different types of ocean 

creatures.  

We started the next week talking about 

pets.  Heckrodt Wetland Reserve presented 

Froggy Fun and brought frogs for us to see.  Later 

in the week we had another visitor in our class 

room this time it was a leprechaun.  We ended 

the month of March focusing on what Holy Week 

is all about and how it leads us to the celebration 

of Easter. 

 

Wishing all of you a Blessed Easter! 

OPEN ENROLLMENT 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL 

 

We are now enrolling for the 2018-19 school year and classes are filled on a first come, first serve basis. 

We will be offering the following class schedules: 

 3 & 4 Year Old Program 

(3 years of age and toilet trained by September 1) 

Monday and Wednesday 9:00 – 11:15 a.m. 

3 & 4 Year Old Program 

(3 years of age and toilet trained by September 1) 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday   9:00 – 11:15 a.m. 

For further information please contact Leann Johnson, Director of Christian Education or Karla Bauer, 

Preschool Director at (920) 734-9643. 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL 

We are a Lutheran based preschool seeking an experienced Part-time (2 or 

possibly 3 mornings a week) lead teacher in our 3 & 4 year old room for the 

2018/19 school year.  Individuals must have a minimum of a preschool 

credential from The Registry & 2 plus years teaching in a licensed preschool or 

childcare facility. If you have a genuine love for children, are 

enthusiastic and passionate about teaching Christ's love, we 

encourage you to apply.  Please email a cover letter and resume 

to ljohnson@glschurch.net. Wage based on experience and 

education.  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094EA5A82EA13-parent
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094EA5A82EA13-parent
mailto:tseabaugh@gslchurch.net
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SHHHH! YOU’RE INVITED 
 
 
 
Jane Cousins is retiring this year after serving 24 years as a teach-
er and paraprofessional with Good Shepherd Preschool. We 
would like to honor her service at Family Fun Night on April 24th 
at 6:15.  
You as a former parent, student, or staff member are invited to 
join the celebration. Randy Peterson will provide the entertain-
ment at 6:30. We will have a basket for cards if you wish to bring 
one. If you are unable to attend and wish to send a card, please 
send it to:  
 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschool 
Attn: Leann Johnson 
2220 E College Avenue 
Appleton, WI 54915 
This is a surprise! 
We hope to see you that evening! 
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CALLING ALL QUILTERS! The Board of Education is looking for quilt donations for our graduating seniors. We 

have a group of 17 graduating this year. We want to be able to give the seniors a choice in quilts so if your quilt 

doesn't get picked one year it very well will be picked the next. Plus with a large number of graduating classes we 

have coming up, we appreciate getting extra quilts each year. Whether you are new to quilting or a long time 

quilter we are looking for all the help we can get. If you don't quilt but would like to help with monetary 

donations for materials needed that is greatly appreciated as well. If you have any questions, please contact Jenny 

Hintz at jenny.hintz@sbcglobal.net or 920-993-5560. We are asking for all quilts to be in by Sunday, May 20th. 

Thank you all in advance for your help in keeping this great tradition going. 

 
Stewardship has to do with how we manage our time, talent, 

resources — basically our entire lives. It’s a beautiful concept when 

properly understood. Here are the basics of good stewardship: 

God is the source of all creation, including our lives. God is the 

primary owner of all that exists. 

We are blessed by being given the task of managing well all that we have influence over: our lives, our abilities, 

our minds and bodies, our time, our part of the earth, our finances, our children, our church buildings, our 

automobiles, etc. 

Although we can make decisions regarding each of the above, ultimately we are responsible to God. Sooner or 

later, we must give an account of our management of God’s creation and of God’s gifts. 

When we properly use the talents, resources and property that God allows us to manage, we find great joy. 

Think of planting a garden which soon overflows with colorful flowers, wonderful vegetables and flavorful herbs, 

etc. God gave us the plot of ground, God gave us the seed, God gave us the wisdom and strength to bring forth 

such beauty, such good things to see or eat, or smell. Yet we did the work, with God’s help, to make it a reality. 

Like Adam we tilled it and kept it. But God gave the increase. God’s provisions and our labor brought the garden 

to its fulfillment. 

Good stewardship enables us to do something positive and wonderful with the money God has allowed us to 

have. What feels better than knowing one has managed money well? Our bank account, our checkbook and our 

portfolio tell the story. When money is handled well, we have enough for ourselves and are still able to give to 

God’s work. 

That is the beauty of stewardship. 

 

 

Good Shepherd Financial Statement - 2018 
 

 Feb   YTD 

Budget Needs  $      52,190  Budget Needs  $       104,380 

Actual Receipts  $      43,730  Actual Receipts  $         86,668 
     

Surplus (Deficit)  $      (8,460)  Surplus (Deficit)  $       (17,712) 
     

2018 Receipts  $      43,730  2018 Receipts  $         86,668 

2017 Receipts  $      44,831  2017 Receipts  $         91,196 

Difference  $      (1,101)   Difference  $         (4,528) 
     

Synod Missions  $        3,474   YTD Synod Missions  $          6,953 
Scrip Earnings  $           560   YTD Scrip Earnings  $             560 

Thrivent Choice  $           814  YTD Thrivent Choice  $             814 

mailto:jenny.hintz@sbcglobal.net
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Annual Youth Flower Sale 

  It's that time of year.  Time to start thinking 

Spring.  Our youth will again be selling beautiful 

flowers from Memorial Florist, April 1-22.  All 

proceeds will benefit those attending the 2019 

National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis.  

Students will be selling individually and order 

forms will also be available in the hallway 

throughout the sale for anyone interested.  

Delivery  is scheduled just in time for Mother's 

Day.  Orders can be picked up in the gym after 

2pm on Thursday, May 10th and during church 

office hours and service times through the 13th  

Please contact Michelle Miller, 

kmmiller4@yahoo.com or 920-450-3186, with 

any questions.  Thank you for your continued 

support of our youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST:  Come join the men’s 

fellowship group on April 1
st
 for a pancake, 

sausage, ham, egg, fruit and dessert breakfast. 

Breakfast will be served by the men starting at 

6:45 a.m. following the early bird service up until 

10:15 a.m. just before the late service. The cost is 

just a goodwill offering. Hope to see you there for 

good food and good fellowship 

 

 

   

 
 
 

 

LIFE CORNER FOR APRIL 
 

Taken from Life Date (quarterly journal for 

Lutherans for Life): 
 

“Sometimes the unassailable sanctity of life goes 

unseen (John 20:25). Sometimes age, 

appearances, inabilities, or errors seem to conceal 

it. We do not need productivity, popularity, 

prosperity, or prettiness to prove a person’s 

worth. By becoming incarnate from conception 

to crucifixion, Jesus proclaims every one of us 

precious. By resurrection and forgiveness, Jesus 

pronounces even the least of these priceless 

(20:29). “ “’Who will roll away the stone for 

us?’ (Mark 16:3). Does abortion solve surprise 

pregnancies or only add death to sin? Does 

assisted suicide settle incurable conditions or only 

pile guilt upon grief? Death offers no answers but 

only deepens despair with darkness. CHRIST is 

risen for just such situations! Jesus brings life and 

salvation, hope and joy, peace and purpose. His 

dying and rising rolls back the stone, revealing a 

forgiving Father and gracious Savior in this with 

us! Lord, Jesus Christ, work out Your resurrection 

within and among us. “ 
 

Submitted by Linda Koeller and Mary Jo Taylor 
 

Follow Lutherans for Life on social media: 

www.facebook.com/LutheransForLife 

If you are in a crisis situation, you will find hope at 

Word of Hope: 888-217-8679  

&  info@word-of-hope.org 
 

Churches visited by members while away: 

St. John’s, West Bend, WI 

Mountain View Lutheran, Apache Junction, AZ 

Congregational UCC, Neenah/Menasha, WI 

Peace Lutheran, Antigo, WI 

Bethel Lutheran, St. John Lutheran, Townsend, WI 

Faith Lutheran Church, Appleton, WI 
 

If you visit a church while away, please save a 

copy of the bulletin for me.  

Pastor Koeller 

    

mailto:kmmiller4@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/LutheransForLife
mailto:info@word-of-hope.org
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Dear Good Shepherd 

Congregation, 

On behalf of Appleton East 

staff and students, I would 

like to thank you for your 

generosity and kindness. 

Our students and families in need will undoubtedly 

benefit from your donation of macaroni and 

cheese cups. Thank you so much for thinking of us. 

We truly appreciate it!   
 

Stephanie Marta, School Social Worker 
 

Our true power source  

The story is told of someone who plugged a power 

strip into itself and then couldn’t understand why the 

system wouldn’t turn on! We get a kick out of such 

tales, yet how often do we try to “power” our own 

lives? We frequently think we need to be the source 

of our own strength, joy, peace, energy and wisdom. 
 

Jesus doesn’t teach us to find life within ourselves — 

or in any human being or earthly circumstance, 

object or philosophy. Rather, calling himself the good 

shepherd, Jesus says, “I have come that [my sheep] 

may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). 

 

We don’t access that abundant life by “plugging into” 

ourselves. Instead, Jesus invites us to plug into his 

power — and joy, peace, hope, truth — through 

prayer and Scripture, worship and service, fellowship 

with other Christians and the beauty of God’s world.  

 
 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL—SPRING ELECTION: This is the 

time of the year that we are looking for people to 

serve on the church council. Our elections will be 

held at our Spring Voter’s meeting on April 15th at 

11:30 a.m. The positions open for election are as 

follows: Chair of the Bd. of Elders; Chair of the Bd. 

of Stewardship; Chair of the Bd. of Trustees; 

Secretary; Treasurer; Financial Secretary. If you would 

be willing to serve in any of these positions please 

contact Ken Wegener, Vice President at 739-3965 or 

the church office at 734-9643. 

Cathy Adomavich Pastor Seabaugh 

Jan Ashbrenner Karen Dejk 

Carolyn Berg Marcia Thompson 

Joyce Beyer Diane Simon 

Joy Block Bardean List 

Phyllis Boldig Linda Brick 

Carol Hahn Liz Podvin 

Tom Hahn Becky Seabaugh 

Leann Johnson Karen Kraft 

Tanya Johnson John Whalley 

Phyllis Jungers Sue Whalley 

Bruce Kirk Becky Lahti 

Sue Kirk Roger Stowell 

Debbie Koeller Nancy Smith 

Jacqui Koeller Adel Thiede 

Linda Koeller Pam VandeHei 

Pastor Koeller Pat Piepenburg 

Ray Koeller Bill VanEeckhout 

Lisa Lawrence Liz Stowell 

Sarah Long-Radloff Arlene VandenBoogart 

Marsha Mahan Bonnie Sielaff 

Gene Mason Ron Ranger 

Barb Potaczek Barb Ranger 
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