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I WAS GLAD:

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go
to the house of the Lord.” (Psalm 122:1)

What a joy it is to worship here at Good
Shepherd; to mingle with the brothers and sisters
in Christ as we worship together, pray together,
and serve our Lord together. The CHURCH is the
body of Christ, where we come to be forgiven of
our sins, to be strengthened by the Holy Spirit
through Word and Sacrament, and to be equipped
to be witnesses for Christ. We are always seeking
better ways to serve our Lord and members, and
below is a short list of some of the things
happening at this time:
Our strategy to better fulfil our Mission and Vision
here at Good Shepherd:
A) The Worship Ad Hoc Committee’s Worship
Survey. The Board of Elders is working
through the results to implement changes or
improvements
B) A Steering Committee was formed to consider
guidance for future staffing as staff changes
during the next few years. They are looking at
1-3-5 year plans. Their findings and
recommendations will be shared during a
special Voter’s Meeting on Sunday, March 4th
at 11:30 a.m.
C) A Calling Committee(s) will be selected to
deal with staff changes.
D) The Stewardship Board is working on ways to
encourage more members to be involved in
the church.
E) Will we need a Capital Campaign to raise
funds to pay for repairs and improvements
already needed, for replacing our sound
system in the church, for future staffing needs?

G) But one of the most important aspects of any
church, ours included, is the ministry, care and
love we show to each other every day. People
need Christ first, but they also need to feel
wanted, cared for, and important. Share your
smiles with each other. Pray for one another.
Invite others to get involved. Love one another
Supporting our ministries: (Coming up in the next
months) may we support them, encourage them,
and pray for them.
1) Cabin Fever: Cabin Fever is our only annual
fund raiser for the church. It is scheduled for
Sunday, March 18th. Lunch begins at noon.
Money collected from the auction will be used
towards the Sound System in church. We pray
for a great turn-out, great participation, and
generous hearts.
2) Passion Play: Our Passion Play is scheduled for
Maundy Thursday, March 29th. Please consider
attending and encouraging others to attend.
Over the last 13 years we have enlisted many
different members of the congregation to help
with the cast (over 150 and counting). Our
attendance as they present the Passion of our
Lord is a moving experience for them and our
attendance is important if we want this
presentation to continue.
3) Church Picnic and Outdoor Service: is
scheduled for Sunday, June 10th. What a
wonderful way to get the whole congregation
together for fellowship, worship and food.
Each of us can do our part to encourage it,
attend it, and help it be a great event for our
church.
God’s richest blessings to you all.
Pastor Koeller
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Parents, Youth and the Everything Else
Stop! Slow down! Who are we talking to
when we say those words? Our immediate
answer is the youth. The youth are always on
the move, always going and going, and yet
parents can’t really escape examination either
can they? Truth be told, the active nature of
the youth is a result of the willingness and/or
desire of the parent to make it happen. And,
so we go and go and go and then it happens,
the parents and youth finally say, we are too
busy, we are always gone, and it needs to
stop!
Good, this time of the Church year is the
time to stop! It is time to slow down! It’s not
about stopping to smell the roses, per say, but
it is about Lent, the season of penitence. It is
time that we truly and honestly come before
God understanding, and readily admitting our
sin and then pondering the great cost that was
needed to be paid for our sin, the cost which
was the Jesus suffering and death on the cross.
As we reflect on our fast paced life we
notice how easily sin has been committed.
We are in constant schedule and movement
mode, but how much of our time is spent
with God? Do we pencil in Church first, and
then work around it as we go and go
everywhere else? Do we set aside time for
Biblical reflection and study or are we on the
go so much that we can’t find the time for
that? And how about general contentment,
doesn’t that suffer when we are chasing and
chasing after whatever keeps us on the go?
Here is some encouragement that is all that
more important during Lent. Let’s all practice
silence, mediation. As the hymn #440, “Jesus,
I will ponder now” expresses.
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Jesus, I will ponder now
On Your holy passion;
With Your Spirit me endow
For such meditation.
Grant that I in love and faith
May the image cherish
Of Your suff’ring, pain, and death
That I may not perish.
Let us take the time for personal reflection
and prayer or spend time in family devotions.
There are many wonderful resources, whether
it is Portals of Prayer,
https://www.lhm.org/lent/; or
even using the website/application
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans.
It is wonderful and important for all of us
to slow down and stop. Take the time this
Lent and really every day, and every season of
the Church year to celebrate just how far,
wide, and deep the love that God has for you,
your family, and all people!
Lenten Blessings,
Pastor Seabaugh
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We still have Bible study at 11:00 am, and
worship service at 12:00 pm. I tried to bring
my two boys and their family members to
Church to listen to God’s Word. Please help
me to pray for them. In our Bible class, I am
using “Feed My Lambs”, by Dr. Matthew C.
Harrison. It is short lesson and hopefully we
will learn something from it.
I am still a medical driver and driving pretty
much every day. You can get tired if you sit
too long in the car. I think I am still doing
okay for now. Chue is still working in an
oriental store in Green Bay. She is complaining
standing too long all day and every day. She is
thinking of getting a new job. After all, we
want to have a place to live, food on the
table, and we are not retired yet.
The Hmong ministry conference is coming
up in June 22-14, 2018. It has taken place
every year for close to 20 years. Thank God
we can keep it this long! I got elected to be
the chair this year and everything seems falling
down just on me. And I am new to this, also.
Very busy but I have to make myself feel
good. If anyone want information about the
HMC 2018 call me at (920) 819-3540 or email
me at chiathao57@gmail.com.
I am not sure everyone knows HIM? It is
Hmong international mission. And Thailand
mission is a part of it. I involved with Thailand
mission since I got ordained and installed to
Good Shepherd. In the past since 2006- 2013,
I made a trip yearly to see the Hmong villages
mostly north of Thailand. And from those
trips I got the chance to baptize many Hmong
people in Thailand. Now, we have two
Hmong pastors and many members that are in
the LCMS. We also built two small churches
for them. We are still training some pastors
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and leaders and these people are from
Vietnam, Laos, and Thailand. Thing is
growing. I am thinking to go back doing this
mission work for the next 5 or 6 years before
I will be retired. If anyone interested going
with me let me know?
Thank you all very much for all your doing
for me and the Fox Cities Hmong Lutheran
Ministry.
Your partner in Christ,
Pastor Chia Thao

SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING!!
MARCH 4TH
COUNCIL INVITES ALL ELIGIBLE MEMBERS TO A
SPECIAL VOTER’S MEETING: A special Voters’
Meeting will be held on Sunday, March 4, 2018
immediately after the second service. The purpose
of this meeting is to introduce and review the
recommendations of the Steering Committees
work on our 1-5-year strategic plan, specifically
covering our immediate staffing needs due to the
upcoming retirement of Leann Johnson and Deb
Seidl. The Council seeks your approval for the
creation of call committees and to present the
proposed changes the staffing needs will have
upon the current 2018 budget. To review the plan
prior to the meeting, you can pick up a copy in
the church office. Please plan to attend!
Steve Calder / Council President
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Our book this month is “A Life of Bright Ideas,” by Sandra
Kring. This is a sequel to “A Book of Bright Ideas.”
Sometimes an author doesn't intend to write more about
her characters, but when the demand from her fans gets
great, you can help it. Sandra Kring fills in some gaps in time between
two best friends having to say good-bye to each other in their childhood
and hello again in their adulthood. Button (Evy) has been lost since her
mother died. She can't hold a conversation with her depressed father and
her energetic brother is just too immature. Her Aunt Verdella and Uncle
Rudy try to pick up the pieces but are aging quickly. In waltzes Winnalee
who has matured, but in a totally different way. While Button is reserved
and doesn't know how to talk to boys, Winnalee has been to
Woodstock, smokes pot and does things with boys that Button wouldn't dream of. Losing
those you love is not easy. And when childhood friends return, things can be awkward and
pleasant at the same time. We do not recommend this book for immature audiences due to
language and content. Again, we prefer to read God-pleasing novels. However, because this
book was set in Wisconsin it made its way onto our list. We hope to “be in the world, and not
of it.” If you have questions about Book Club or our books don't hesitate to contact Diane
Simon 720-8771.

Our library has a nice selection on the Bible in Section 11. There are multiple translations of the
Bible. There are many bible study selections with more on the way. We hope you take
advantage of this as a small group leader or when you just want to see how the original
Hebrew and Greek may have been interpreted. During Lent, our Inspirational section 3 may
hold something to prepare your soul for the season. If you have never checked out anything
from our library, just fill out the name and address slip along with putting your name on the
cards from the books. You have four weeks to keep the book, with multiple renewals,
provided you let the librarian, Diane Simon, know you still have the book. When you return
the book, simply put it in the marked bin and the librarian will shelve it for you. Don't forget
there are plenty of selections for kids book reports too! From Senior High to Young Readers
we have something for everyone. Every eye needs a break from the digital readout once in a
while. Why not turn a page?
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The Sunday School children
in the PK/K classes will sing
during the 10:30 service on
March 11th. Grades One
through Six will sing at the
8:00 service on March 18th,
VBS is for everyone. Parents and children attend
the sessions together along with adoptive “grand
parents or aunts and uncles.”
Please invite your friends and
neighbors to join you in
attending “ Shipwrecked”
June 10 after the 9:30 service
and June 11-14 from 6:00 7:30 p.m. Watch the bulletin
news or Sunday school messages for ways to help
provide assistance.
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February started with our class thinking of love
as we prepared our classroom for Valentine’s Day.
Besides the love bugs and hearts we made, we
also talked about the love of our Savior. Our Valentine’s unit ended with a celebration and Valentine exchange.
Upon returning from a long weekend, we
learned about numbers. The children practiced
number identification and counting skills.
We ended the month of February talking about
Nursery Rhymes. We also had a presentation
from the YMCA Nature Kids that taught us all
about chipmunks.
Finally, the teachers had the opportunity to
meet with parents on February 5 for Parent
Teacher Conferences. Information was shared
about all of the things that the children have been
learning and doing.

Think Spring!
OPEN ENROLLMENT
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
We are now enrolling for the 2018-19 school year and classes are filled on a first come, first serve basis.
We will be offering the following class schedules:
3 & 4 Year Old Program
(3 years of age and toilet trained by September 1)
Monday and Wednesday
9:00 – 11:15 a.m.
3 & 4 Year Old Program
(3 years of age and toilet trained by September 1)
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9:00 – 11:15 a.m.
For further information please contact Leann Johnson, Director of Christian Education or Karla Bauer,
Preschool Director at (920) 734-9643.
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experiences at Solomon’s Porch in Guatemala. A
representative from M.O.S.T. Ministries will also
be speaking this evening. Please come and
support these missionaries in our midst; learn how
you can help.

Sisters In Christ

THANK YOU! Our first Super Mission Saturday
was a wonderful and joyous celebration! Many
hands and hearts made the event possible.
Together with a generous Heart-to-Heart offering
of nonperishable food items, paper supplies, and
personal hygiene products, an additional $1,100
was raised for mission and distributed to the
missions represented at the event. THANK YOU!
Now, think Africa. Think mission to and from
Africa. Think and pray – and prepare for Africa
2018! Free tickets and passports will be available.
See you there!

MONDAY, MARCH 19th is the next gathering for
Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML). We will
meet at 1:00 p.m. in Room 3 and also at 6:15
p.m. in the Community Room. The afternoon
group will be working on Easter greeting for our
shut-ins. The evening group will have speakers
from the M.O.S.T. Ministry team. Come and
hear about Cindy Reinhold’s upcoming trip in
June. Meet Good Shepherd’s new member,
Debby Suchyta, M.O.S.T. Director.
EASTER IS EARLY! No joke! Easter is on April 1st
this year. Our Spring Bake Sale will be on
Sunday, April 22nd. (Yes, I know the LWML
booklet says “April 2nd” – that was a typoL). Plan
ahead and let’s shower our congregation with
Spring goodies!

MARK YOU CALENDARS! Make it a date. Bring
your spouse, your friend, your neighbor.
Saturday, March 10th, the Lutheran Men’s
Fellowship is hosting their annual dinner – see
details in newsletter and bulletin news – and
everyone is invited. Guest speakers this year will
be Fred and Bonnie Ebbesen, sharing their recent

Good Shepherd Financial Statement - 2018

Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

Jan
52,190
42,938

Budget Needs
Actual Receipts

$
$

YTD
52,190
42,938

*Surplus (Deficit)

$

(9,252)

*Surplus (Deficit)

$

(9,252)

2018 Receipts
2017 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

42,938
46,365
(3,427)

2018 Receipts
2017 Receipts
Difference

$
$
$

42,938
46,365
(3,427)

Synod Missions

$

3,479

YTD Synod Missions

$

3,479
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LIFE CORNER for March

Help for the Homeless – We are collecting
hygiene and cleaning items for local agencies
through the Family Radio Network’s annual
“Homeless” hygiene drive, Feb 18 through
March 11th. Please place your items in the
box located in the narthex by March 11th.
Most urgently needed items are cleaning
supplies, laundry soap, garbage bags, dental
and hair care, diapers, paper products and
feminine care. Your donation will remain in
the community. Note: Food Share, formerly
Food Stamps does not cover the cost of nonfood items such as soap and diapers. THANK
YOU for living our motto “Cared for, by
Christ, we care for all others.”
Daffodil Sunday is March 18th. Orders needed
to be left in the church office by Feb. 25th.
Those people being honored/remembered
will be listed in the bulletin on Daffodil
Sunday.

From “Life Thoughts” and “Life
Quotes” (Lutherans for Life website)
“Whose life matters most? Every human being
down to the teeniest and feeblest since God
made sure to incarnate Himself as embryo in
Mary’s womb and then became completely
helpless in crucified execution. How much do
they matter? So much that Jesus redeemed them
each and all, with His lifeblood as the price. Lord
Jesus, bring forth Your name from our lips so
that it draws all people to you. Amen.”
“You can stand for life today, even if you have
had an abortion. When you bring any sin into
the light, Jesus disarms the enemy. The devil can
no longer hold that sin over you. Christ is your
righteousness, and you stand in Him. God’s
Word declares it so.”
Most of us know someone who has chosen to
have an abortion.
My cousin chose to share her touching, postabortion story and thoughts; though she knows
she is a forgiven child of God:
“I’ve often believed I’ve lived 2 lives: a life I
‘learned’ with, and a life I’ve ‘lived’ with after
that. My ‘learning’ stopped on October 17,
1977, when I took the life of my unborn child.
The life I ‘lived’ with after that was filled with
deep sadness, overwhelming pain and worse,
silence…..I sought forgiveness I knew I could
never have because I could not forgive myself. In
the joy and wonder of having my 3 precious
children, my experience was tempered with
sadness and guilt with every kick, the sound of
my child’s heartbeat, and the love I felt when
first looking upon my newborn’s face.”
As Christian Lutherans, our message to those who
have had an abortion is, “You have a
Savior who provides objective
forgiveness and a robe of
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

righteousness.” The forgiveness, whether one
forgives oneself or whether one feels forgiven,
was paid for by Jesus on His cross. You are pure
in the eyes of God. Our message should always
be, “Your life matters, and your Jesus died for
that sin, too!”
Submitted by Linda Koeller and Mary Jo Taylor
(Call Word of Hope 1-888-217-8679—
confidential post-abortion healing ministry)

Churches visited by members while away:

Cathy Adomavich

Bardean List

Jan Ashbrenner

Gene Mason

Carolyn Berg

Leann Johnson

Joyce Beyer

Barb Ranger

Joy Block

Bonnie Sielaff

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Wausau, WI
Christ Ev. Lutheran, Gillett, WI
Blessed Savior Lutheran Church, New Berlin, WI
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Moline, IL
Westminster Abby, UK
St. Paul’s Cathedral, UK

Phyllis Boldig

Sue Kirk

Linda Brick

Liz Stowell

Karen Dejk

Sue Whalley

Carol Hahn

Nancy Smith

Tom Hahn

Bill VanEeckhout

If you visit a church while away, please save a
copy of the bulletin for me.
Thank you. Pastor Koeller

Tanya Johnson

Pat Piepenburg

Phyllis Jungers

Pastor Koeller

Bruce Kirk

Liz Podvin

Debbie Koeller

Arlene VandenBoogart

Jacqui Koeller

Pam VandeHei

Linda Koeller

Diane Simon

Ray Koeller

Barb Potaczek

Karen Kraft

Marcia Thompson

Becky Lahti

Roger Stowell

Lisa Lawrence

John Whalley

Sarah Long-Radloff

Becky Seabaugh

Marsha Mahan

Adel Thiede

Ron Ranger

Pastor Seabaugh

RETIRE WISELY: Join Chris Schumacher, ChFC,
FIC, CLTC for an hour presentation brought to
you by Thrivent Financial on Retiring
Wisely….Will you have enough to retire? Will
your retirement income last? Are your assets
protected? Please RSVP to reserve your spot.
Contact Kristin Schumacher at 920-628-2890 or
email kristin.schumacher@thrivent.com
Event Details:
Where: Fox Valley Lutheran High School, Rm 2511
5300 N. Meade Street, Appleton
When: Tuesday, March 27, 2018
10 – 11 a.m. or 6-7 p.m.
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Cabin Fever is Sunday, March 18, 2018.
Registration begins at 9am, Lunch is at 12 noon,
and Silent and Live auctions start at 1pm. The
theme for this year is Searching for Hidden
Treasures. The money we raise is going to Mission
work and toward improving the sound system in
the church. There are sign- up boards in the hallway
for volunteering help on various committees,
donating food, and to pre-register for the event.
We are also accepting scrip to go toward basket
items or food. Please indicate whether your
donation is for basket items or food and we will
take care of the rest. The deadline for accepting
scrip, baskets, and donation items is March 15,
2018. We hope to see you there.

MISSION DINNER
LMF is proud to announce a Mission Dinner for
March 10th. Event will be held at Good Shepherd
Church in Community Room. Event will start at
5:30PM and Food will be available at 6PM.
Presentations will start at 7PM. Presenters are the
Ebbeson’s and M.O.S.T. Ministries. Cost is $10.00
per Adult and $30.00 per Family.
We invite all members and friends of Good
Shepherd to come and enjoy a night about mission
work for Good Shepherd Church.
Another Event for this month will be the Passion
Play performed by members of Good Shepherd
Church. This event is performed on Thursday Night
Service before Easter Sunday. All are welcome.
EASTER BREAKFAST
Also we will have On April 1st Easter Breakfast
served in Gym Starting at 8am and continuing till
11:30 am. Good Will offering will greatly
appreciated. LMF will provide food and servers for

this event.
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It is time to get your ducks in a row.
Do you have a Power of Attorney?
Do you have a Directive for Health Care?
Do you have a Will?

Give it some thought. What happens if
you become incapacitated or are no longer here
tomorrow? These documents become extremely
important. Do something for your family!
We have reached the end of our contract
with Gift Planning Services this month. This is a
report on what our congregation has
accomplished so far. Twenty-nine families have
participated in the planning process. Eleven
families have completed all documents needed
for gifts to the ministry. The current total is
$3,942,706, 80% of which is designated for
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
There are seven families with their documents at
attorney. The remainder have not proceeded
with any paper work. God is blessing Good
Shepherd Church's future. Say prayers of thanks
and praise for our blessings.
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The Seven T’s of Christian Stewardship
guidelines for Christian Stewards

“Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of
the child of God, and God’s family the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”
It’s more than “time, talent and treasure!” Being God’s steward in all of life involves seven “T’s.”
Please give your prayerful attention to each of these biblical realities for life with God.
TIME:

It’s a gift from God! ... each second, minute, hour, day! ... How we use them reflects our stewardship of God’s gift of life! See Psalm 31:15; Ecclesiastes 3 and 8;
Esther 4:14.

TALENT:

It’s a gift from God. Everyone has some! God gives talent in great variety! Read
Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12. Discovering, developing and deploying those
talents is a matter of our stewardship . . . individually and collectively!

TREASURE:

Money is a gift from God. God owns it. God lets us earn and use it! Christians
are God’s stewards! We are managers. We did not make our own brain! ... and
we’ve never seen a moving van pulled behind a hearse! It all goes back to God!
See Luke 12:13–21; Matt. 25:14–46; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Corinthians 8–9.

TESTIMONY: It’s a privilege to share the love Christ has given us! We are “stewards” of the
Gospel and we have HIS story to tell! Stewards “testify” about HIS life-giving
forgiveness, peace and hope! See John 10; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:15; Rom. 1:16–17.

TOUCH:

The amazing truth is: GOD works thru people with His grace . . . and as God’s
stewards (instruments, agents, managers), Jesus’ followers touch the lives of others with HIS compassion, care and love. Relationships matter! Consider Luke 15;
Matt. 25:31–45; Matt. 19:13–15.

TISSUE:

Being the steward, a caretaker of ones body is a matter of Christian stewardship.
See 1 Cor. 3:16 and 6:19 about being God’s “temple!” ... being an organ or
blood donor, giving of one’s God-given body parts for the benefit of another of
God’s children is being a steward.

TRASH:

The care of God’s creation, GOD’S earth, is a matter of stewardship (Genesis 1–
2; Ps. 24:1–2; etc.) and what and how we discard things reflects on our awareness of GOD’S ownership and our management as stewards!
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