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“Have An Average Day!”
“This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.”
Ps. 118:24
Happy New Year everyone! God’s blessings!!!
Have an average day!” Not many people say that, do they? We usually say, “Have

a good day,” or “Have a great day,” whether we mean it or not.
What is an average day? In an average day, over 10 million cows are milked, 500
million cups of coffee are consumed, 3 million people attend the movies, 9,077
babies are born, 28 mail carriers are bitten by dogs, and 55,046 people celebrate
their 65 birthday.
What many people are not aware of, is how each average day is also a day blessed
by our Lord, without fail. As God’s people, we do not have to wait for a “good
day” or a “great day” to have and know the power of God’s Spirit and blessing. He
comes to us every day, even on just average days.
God’s presence each day remakes each day, average days too, into a special day for
us, a day to experience God’s love and forgiveness. Each day offers opportunities for
us to share God’s love and forgiveness with family, friends, and others around us.
Every day we can help others see how special their days can be when they spend
them with the Lord. Every day the Lord’s love is steadfast around us, His ears are
attentive to our prayers, His eyes are watching over us to protect us and guide us, His
hands are open, to bless and keep us in His presence and salvation.
As the Psalmist says in Ps. 145: 2-3: “Every day will I bless thee, and I will praise thy name
for ever and ever. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and His greatness is
unsearchable.”
th

Have an average day!
Dear Lord, teach us to number our days and see each one as a unique gift from You.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
God’s blessings,
Pastor Koeller
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Parents, Youth and the Kitchen Sink

January is the month when we talk about time. Now, I
know that most youth are perceived as those who do not care about time, or who have too
much time on their hands. Well, maybe there is some truth to this, but the fact of the matter is
that we are all subject to time. When we know that time is passing by quickly for us, it is also
doing the same for them. They are quickly moved from 1st to 8th grade and then into high
school and beyond, and they like us can’t believe how quickly everything has happened.
Songs are great when it comes to the topic of time. Luke Bryan in 2016 wrote the song
“FAST” and here is an excerpt,
“Sixty seconds now feels more like thirty
Tick-tock, won't stop, around it goes
Sand through the glass sure falls in a hurry
And all you keep trying to do is slow it down, soak it in
Keep trying to make the good times last as long as you can
But you can't, yeah, man
It goes too fast
It just goes too fast
Way too fast.”
Or
The hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” which states:
“Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies on the op’ning day.”
January is a time then when ALL (parents and youth) look back, look now, and look ahead.
Although life moves so fast and time keeps ticking, we have a great assurance along this
journey! Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
These Words are the great reminder that what we have been taught, the Bible, always
remains true for us even in the midst of the uncertainties that time can bring. Jesus died and
rose for you! You are saved by grace through faith in Him. Heaven is your home! This blessed
Gospel is the support and encouragement we need in this “fast” journey.
Parents, youth, all of us are one in the same: subject to time, but even more importantly as
Christians, we are all one in the same: In Christ, our ever present Savior and Friend!

Happy New Year!
Pastor Seabaugh
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Happy New Year! Everyone!

O

ur book this month is “Dog On It” by Spencer Quinn. This book is part of the Chet and
Bernie mystery series.
Did you ever wonder what your pet was thinking? Or if they really did care if you were there
or not? You will find this book hilarious and entertaining. Chet the Jet is Bernie's beloved dog
who accompanies him on his stakeouts and investigations. Chet is a police dog academy fail
out with a beloved personality that explains life with Bernie from a dog's point of view. Bernie
has no idea that Chet has already solved the case. Chet has no way to relay how he got
himself in a mess that could have gotten his doggie self killed. Bernie is tracking down a girl
whose mother is convinced is in trouble but even the police believe is a run-away. If you read
one book this year, make it this fun one and join us for discussion Monday nights in the
Community Room at 7pm. Treats provided!

T

hank you to everyone who donated books this past
year to the Good Shepherd Library. Your donations
save money for the education programs and others can
enjoy the books you generously give. It is appreciated
that you think of the members of the Church, Preschool and Sunday School.
One new series to look forward to seeing on the shelves is the Yada Yada Prayer Group series.
There are seven books and all come highly recommended. Please be patient while we work
to get all your books cataloged, carded and shelved.
Keep in mind we already have lots of books to peruse and borrow. If you are looking for a
specific book, the computer's card catalog is there to help! Generally, the books will be
shelved alphabetically by author in each separate numbered section. If you have further
questions, ask your friendly librarian, Diane Simon.
Have a great New Year and read a book!
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Dear Fellow Christians,

G

reetings in the name of our risen Lord and
Savior, Jesus!

Thank you for your financial commitment that
you made for 2018. Your commitment will further
God’s work at Good Shepherd. The generosity of
so many people supports our ministries for
children and youth, the elderly, the sick, the shutins, our staff, and our facilities, along with
outreach and missions.
The stewardship emphasis, “Do Something for
the Lord”, helped us understand that through
God’s love He calls us to be His disciples who seek
to honor and serve Him with our time, talents,
and treasures. God uses and works through us,
and it is an honor to accomplish His work for
which we give Him praise and thanks. The Holy
Spirit, working through God’s Holy Word,
transforms us to be people who do His will.
Through faith, we know all of our gifts are from
God, the motivation to serve, and to give is from
Him, the cause to support is His, and the promise
to bless the gifts and the givers is His.
We will keep you and the entire congregation
informed on the work of our ministries
throughout the year so you can see your
contributions in action. We pray for your ongoing
involvement, also, in the ministry and mission of
Good Shepherd.
Thank you again for sharing your blessings and
being a partner in this journey of faith. May
God’s blessings be with you as you faithfully
manage all that He has entrusted to you.
In His love,

The Board of Stewardship
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Board of Family Education
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
The Board of Family Education is
sponsoring a BINGO night on
Friday, January 12, 2018.
We will be serving pizza starting at
5:30 p.m. Popcorn and beverage
will be available also. There will be a
free will offering for the food and
drink. BINGO starts at 6:00 p.m.

T

he Board of Family Education invites all
members of the congregation to join with us
as we celebrate all who have been baptized at
Good Shepherd throughout the past year on
Sunday, January 7th. Help us to welcome the
newest members of our faith community and
share in fellowship and food. Food and beverages
will be provided. We hope to see you there!

B

y the time you are reading this, Christmas will
have come and hopefully you will have had
several days filled with fun, family and friends.
The month of December was full of excitement for
the preschoolers as we made decorations for our
classroom, practiced for our program and
dreamed of what would be under the Christmas
tree this year.
The first week back after Thanksgiving break we
focused on the Magic of Christmas. We made
ornaments for our classroom tree, talked about
Christmas Trees and Christmas stockings.
After the magic, the Miracle of Christmas was our
unit. We talked about the Christmas star, angels
and the “Reason for the Season,” the birth of our
Savior, Jesus Christ.
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4 Education News)

Our last days in preschool were spent making gifts
for our parents, practicing for our program and
planning for our Trim the Tree Party which was
held on December 13. The children were
adorable and we have no doubt that they brought
a smile to not only the parents but our Savior as
well.
Classes ended following the Trim the Tree Party
and resume on January 3, 2018.
Wishing everyone a Happy New Year!

We are a Lutheran based preschool seeking an
experienced Part-time (2 or possibly 3 mornings a
week) lead teacher in our 3 & 4 year old room for
the 2018/19 school year. Individuals must have a
minimum of a preschool credential from The
Registry & 2 plus years teaching in a licensed
preschool or childcare facility. If you have a
genuine love for children, are enthusiastic and
passionate about teaching Christ's love, we
encourage you to apply. Please email a cover
letter and resume to ljohnson@glschurch.net.
Wage based on experience and education.
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G

ood Shepherd’s Organization Steering Committee is
moving closer to finalizing its recommendations. We
continue to work with the North Wisconsin District resolving
questions and getting information on processes that Good
Shepherd will need to implement approved
recommendations. As part of our recommendations we will include a roadmap for implementation and
potential budget implications. We are also recommending that implementation/call committee (s) be in
place as soon as approval is given to move ahead. Approval by the Board of Elders could be in early
February. It is important that we give any future call committees time as the call process can take many
months. As stated previously, more specific information cannot be shared until the recommendations
are finalized and approved. As always if you have any questions, please contact Tracy Beggs, Dave
Brensike, Mark Calabrese, Anne Gruett or Becky Pohlman.

W

e still need some people to help on several
committees for Cabin Fever. We have included an
insert with the January newsletter listing the committees and
a brief description of the duties involved with that committee.
 We will be accepting items for the gift baskets for Cabin Fever this month. Please bring these items
to the church office. If you have questions about your donations, please contact Joanne Sidwell at
(920) 850-2291 or email her at jmaesidwell@att.net.
Thank You for supporting Cabin Fever.
Business Donation Committee: 3 to 4 people to do mailings to local businesses, do follow up calls
to businesses that received a letter and help pick up the donations if needed, and send thank you
letters to the businesses that donated. Child Care: Plan activities for children, serve the meal and
snacks, find volunteers to help on Cabin Fever day set up Community room and clean up. Raffle
Committee: 1 to 2 people to find raffle items, sell tickets at all services for the weeks prior to the
auction as well as on day of event. Entertainment Committee: Assist in planning the entertainment
during the auction to include games and audience participation.
If you can volunteer to help on any of these committees, please contact Joanne Sidwell at (920)8502291 or email her at jmaesidwell@att.net.


J

oyful Noise, a group for children in grades two
through six who enjoy music: singing or
ringing hand chimes, will begin on Jan. 7th.
We meet in the church from 9:15-10:15. Please email
Leann if your child is interested
ljohnson@gslchurch.net
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THANK YOU!
Your generous support of the LWML Christmas
Cookie and Craft Sale is greatly appreciated. These
funds are used to support missions in our community
and around the world. Together, we are able to
make a difference! And thank you for the gifts for
Rescare (formerly Bethesda
Homes) residents this Christmas!
Residents of four Appleton
group homes had wonderful surprises at Christmas – thanks to you!

Sisters In Christ

JANUARY
is typically a cold and snowy month. For the past couple of years, we
have had to cancel the January LWML meeting due to weather. However, hope springs
eternal, and we are going to plan a meeting on Monday, January 15th (1:00 p.m. and
6:15 p.m.) anyway! This is when we will distribute the Cookie Craft Sales receipts, and
put the finishing touches on SUPER MISSION SATURDAY on February 3rd. Hope to see
many of you there.
SUPER MISSION SATURDAY – February 3, 2018 – 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. – right here at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church! Our congregation’s LWML, together with our LMF, will host local
and district congregations for a “Heart to Heart” event featuring home-grown mission
endeavors at Good Shepherd! In addition to the French African congregation (International
Lutheran Church of Zion) and Fox Cities Hmong Lutheran Church which meet regularly at Good
Shepherd, we will also showcase mission activities of our own members who work through
M.O.S.T. Ministries, Habitat for Humanity (local & international), COTS, Hope without Borders,
and medical missions.
This will be a family activity intended to encourage mission activity here and abroad. The day
will begin with registration and a coffee/tea fellowship in the Community Room (8:30 – 9:15
a.m.), followed by a worship service featuring special music, multi-language scripture lessons and
a mission message. A freewill offering will be collected to support missions.
We will have displays from each mission group, set up in the gymnasium, where we can all learn
more about the multi-culture mission efforts available and supported by Good Shepherd
Lutheran. Each mission group will have an opportunity to briefly explain their mission.
The event will close with an ethnic potluck lunch, giving us another opportunity for fellowship
and to try African, Hmong, Central and North American dishes. There are likely to be some
German and Norwegian items, as well.
As a “Heart to Heart” program, we will collect “gifts in kind”, such as non-perishable food
items, paper products, health & hygiene products to be given to the International Lutheran
Church of Zion and the Fox Cities Hmong Lutheran Church.
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INSPIRED INVOLVEMENT THROUGH
VOLUNTEERING
Good Shepherd continues to be blessed with many
wonderful volunteers who give unselfishly of their time
and talents each year. Each year seems to add new
challenges and opportunities for our members to step
forward and help out and 2017 was no exception. A
huge “Thank You” to everyone who stepped forward
this past year.
The list of areas where volunteers were greatly
appreciated is long. Some of those areas include:
 education, bible studies, confirmation and
confirmation retreats,
 leadership for youth activities, young adults,
 LWML and Lutheran Hour Ministries,
 Lutheran Men’s Fellowship,
 Fox Cities Hmong Lutheran Church, including
administrative and event support, Hmong
taskforce,
 church leadership, various Board and committee
involvements,
 assisting with worship and TAPS (elders, worship
and communion assistants, ushers, Altar Guild,
acolytes, processional people, readers, musicians),
 weekly folders of Bulletins and Newsletters,
 Mission involvement/projects and trips,
 donating food, other items and time toward the
Eastwood Home, COTS, and St. Joseph’s, etc.,
 funeral and other event meals (coordinating,
preparing and serving),
 All our board chair and council members,
 prayer chains, prayer partners
 adult study task force, confirmation task force,
 ad hoc committees,
 adult club, book club,
 nursery,
 Pre-school and Sunday School leaders and teachers,
small group leaders & attendees,
 Sunday School leadership team,
 finances and offerings,
 Trustees and all they do and do and do……,
 keeping our facility and grounds safe, clean and upto-date,
 cabin fever,
 Spaghetti dinner,
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Habitat for Humanity,
adult choir, bell choir, Joyful Noise, SS choirs,
soloists, accompanists, special music, children’s
service
Passion Play,
church decorating,
church library,
assisting others to and from church,
New member classes and activities,
donations of office, kitchen, Preschool, Sunday
School, and church supplies,
donations to our library,
technology (computer, Internet, video and audio)
support,
facilitating workshops, presentations and meetings,
coordinating and hosting events and meals,
electrical, plumbing, HVAC and other specialized
facility related work,
Crop Walk,
Christmas and Easter donations, plants,
Advent and Lenten meals,
facilitating Sunday fellowship hour through
preparation, donation and serving,
banner-making,
stewardship,
outreach calling/visits
baptisms, weddings and funerals,
pot lucks, candy and bake sales,
bulletins, newsletters and other mailings,
office assistance,
weekly altar flowers,
human care projects,
quilt making, prayer shawls, baptismal napkins/
blankets
evangelism.

Every year Good Shepherd members contribute nearly
21,000 volunteer hours in support of Good Shepherd’s
mission and vision. What a blessing each and every
one of you are. Member involvement continues to
blossom and, as that involvement blooms, Good
Shepherd becomes a beautiful bouquet of active
volunteers. The ministries of Good Shepherd would
not exist without the tremendous number of volunteers
who have become a trademark of our being. May
God continue to bless each and every one of you as
you have truly blessed Good Shepherd.
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Churches visited by members while away:

THANK YOU FROM THE MILITARY
We have been getting emails from our members in
the military who were sent care packages. Here is one
email that we have received.
Hey Everyone,
I can't thank you guys enough for thinking of me and
sending me all of these goodies! It is always fun to get
mail from back home. The snacks are awesome! The
wet wipes are going to come in handy as well! I am just
incredibly thankful! This deployment has been going by
pretty fast. I'm very anxious to get back home though.
It's not easy being away over the holidays. But receiving care packages like this make it a lot easier. Again, I
want to sincerely thank you all for keeping me in your
thoughts and prayers and for these awesome treats.
God Bless and Merry Christmas!
Ross Pflum

Life Line Screening
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of communitybased preventive health screenings, is pleased to offer a
preventive health event at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church on 1/19/2018. Five screenings will be offered
that scan for potential health problems related to:
blocked arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured
aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a
strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or
irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke risk;
and a bone density screening, for men and women,
used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a
Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and
osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to
complete. There are three ways to register for this
event and to receive a $10 discount off any package
priced above $129, please call toll-free 1-888-653-6441
or visit http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or
text the word circle to 797979

St. Luke Lutheran Church, Mesa, AZ
St. John’s Lutheran Church, West Bend, WI
Christ Lutheran Church, Yuma, AZ
Risen Savior Lutheran Church, Chandler, AZ
Sun Lakes Lutheran Church, Phoenix, AZ
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Altoona, WI

If you visit a church while away, please save a copy of
the bulletin for me. Thank you. Pastor Koeller

ANNUAL SUPER BOWL OF
CARING: Collection goes to
support St. Joe’s Food Pantry:
Preschool—Seniors will be
collecting can goods. We will
be collecting can goods
beginning Thursday/Sunday of
January 7th through February 4th. There will be 3
designated groups: Preschool―2nd; 3rd―6th;
and 7th―12th. You are asked to place your can
good(s) in any or all of the designated collecting
areas. On February 4th the collection total will be
shared, as well as the winning group. Let’s make
the most of this opportunity to help those in
need!

Come to Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church’s Annual
Spaghetti Dinner
January 28th, 2018
Good Shepherd Gym
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Cost:

$20/family
$7/adult
$5/ages 5-12
Under 4 are free

Take out will be available the day of the
dinner. Tickets can be purchased after the
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services starting January
21st.
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Ladies: Join us for a weekend of
renewing your faith, having fun,
making new friends and
reconnecting with "old" friends.
The Women Rejoice! Retreat will
be held March 2-4, 2018 at the
Osthoff Resort in Elkhart Lake.
Change is inevitable, but our
relationship with God lasts for an eternity! The
theme for the retreat is “Daughters of the King: A
Relationship that Will Never Change.”
Erin Stoffel from Appleton is our guest speaker.
Erin experienced the loss of her husband and
daughter in May 2015, and she was also critically
injured at the same time. In spite of the personal
challenges facing Erin, her faith has remained
strong. Her message is one of hope, forgiveness,
and placing complete trust in God. She is
delightful, and we are excited to have Erin join us!
Registration is due Thursday, Jan. 18, and
registration forms are available both online at
womenrejoice.org or on the counter near the
front entrance. Scholarships are available for those
who need financial assistance. If you have
questions about the retreat, please ask! Contact
Bev Lenz at 788-5096 or Bonnie Sielaff at
687-5026.
Today the Magi gaze in
deep wonder at what they
see: heaven on earth, earth
in heaven, humanity in
God, God in humanity, one
whom the whole universe
cannot contain now enclosed in a tiny body. As
they look ... their symbolic gifts bear witness:
incense for God, gold for a king, myrrh for one
who is to die.
—Peter Chrysologus (5th century)
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Come back to Christmas
When January comes along, we can continue that
sense of comfort and warmth that comes at
Christmas by returning to the Christmas story,
which gives us two great promises: God understands you, and God can redeem you.
I encourage people to make it a point to reread
the Christmas story every month, and allow
Christmas to be Christmas every month. We need
to keep coming back to it.
—Max Lucado, Publishers Weekly interview
A new you
The object of a New Year is not that we should
have a new year. It is that we should have a new
soul and a new nose; new feet, a new backbone,
new ears, and new eyes. Unless a particular man
made New Year resolutions, he would make no
resolutions. Unless a man starts afresh about
things, he will certainly do nothing effective.
—G.K. Chesterton
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