
Preaching for Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, NV       
Pastor Scott Trevithick 
Date:  November 13, 2022, Yr. C Stewardship focus—veering from Lectionary Readings 
Text:  Genesis 45:1-5, Matthew 22:34-40 
Title: You Get to be Pastor for a Day!  
Focus:  A pastor may get to see events or hear stories that others within the 
congregation may not. These are the stories I’d want you to hear that celebrate the 
calling we have to live as a beloved community to demonstrate God’s love, grace, and 
welcome. Stewardship is about more than dollars, budgets, and pledge cards; the core 
of stewardship is love. Stewardship includes living in grateful response to God within 
this community of faith.  
 

First Reading: Genesis 45:1-5 (Joseph offers forgiveness to his brothers)  
1Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he 
cried out, ‘Send everyone away from me.’ So no one stayed with him when Joseph 
made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, 
and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph. Is 
my father still alive?’ But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at 
his presence. 

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come closer to me.’ And they came closer. He said, 
‘I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or 
angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to 
preserve life.  

Comments: The Joseph novella in Genesis, chapters 37-50, provides a beautiful case 
study in modeling generosity. Joseph is mistreated by his brothers and sold into slavery. 
He rises to become Pharaoh’s vizier. His brothers come to Egypt in the midst of a 
famine and Joseph shares generously with his brothers, giving them not just food but 
forgiveness. This story reminds us that we have received so much from God: food for 
our bodies and forgiveness to heal our spirits and our lives. Therefore, we are called to 
respond generously, just as Joseph responds generously to his brothers in their time of 
need.  

Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:34-40 
34 When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36‘Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ 37He said to him, ‘ “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 38This 
is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.’ 

Comments: Seeing stewardship through this passage helps us place stewardship 
within the framework of sharing and communicating the love of God for the world. 
Stewardship is a tool to express and demonstrate this love.  



2 

 

Mayor for a Day/Pastor for a Day 

 Have you heard about cities sponsoring a contest to allow someone to be 
“Mayor for a Day?” 

 Here’s how it typically works: A city sponsors essay contests with school 
children. Kids are invited to submit an essay in which they describe what the city would 
be like if they were mayor. Kids get to express what they like about living there. They 
could include what the community may be lacking or what could be better. They 
describe their hopes and dreams for the city. They get to creatively imagine how their 
city could be better and what actions they would take if they were mayor.  

The winners may get their essays published, receive a scholarship or prize, and 
shadow the present mayor for a day. 

• How would you like to be “Pastor for a Day?” 

 Well, today is your day! The twist on the idea, besides swapping Pastor for 
Mayor, is that I’d like to give you a glimpse of the people, encounters, and stories I get 
to see as pastor that you may not get to see.  

If a kid writing an essay about being “Mayor for a Day” gets to describe what they 
like and their hopes and dreams, then I want to give you an inside view of some of what 
a pastor may see as the church congregation lives out its ministry and as particular 
individuals interact with me as pastor and with Good Shepherd as a community.  

These personal stories demonstrate the best of what we’re called to do and be 
as a congregation. They are signs of us as a community of faith living out what I believe 
is our identity and mission. I invited a few different people to tell their story about how 
Good Shepherd has touched their lives and they graciously responded by telling that 
story.   

Craig: “If I were to move away, the church is what I’d miss.”  

 Craig is a person who has been a member of Good Shepherd for a while but has 
become more active recently. Following a disruptive and painful change in his life, he 
recognized he wanted to reconnect with his faith and with Good Shepherd.  

 Here’s his story:  Insert video  

“Earlier this year I had a major life change. In an instant, I was totally alone.” 

• “This was totally unexpected. All my dreams were gone. I didn’t feel like I had 
purpose. I didn’t understand what I was going to do.”  

• “Going to church gave me new life through fellowship. I found a lot of people 
were in the same position I was. They were very encouraging and helpful. I didn’t 
know that.” 

o “I was kind of amazed that these people were concerned about me.” 

o “Going to GS really has helped me heal. It’s given me focus and hope.” 

Craig described that sense of being alone and how he found fellowship and 
support from Good Shepherd folks. Later in our conversation, he talked about looking 
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forward to his future, which could include moving to where a son lives, and what he’d 
miss about Reno. 

• Insert video segment  

• “One of the things [if I move]: I’ve already been looking for a church.”  

• “A church is better with you and me in it.” 

• “I’ll regret not being here at this church. Of all the churches I’ve been in, this is a 
really good one.” 

 

Tim and Diane: “That’s why we’re here. . .”  

 Tim and Diane moved to Reno during COVID due to a new job. The restrictions 
of that time made it hard to get connected. More recently, they decided they wanted to 
find a church home and came to Good Shepherd.  

Here’s how they describe creating a list of churches they wanted to visit and their 
first impression of Good Shepherd: 

Insert video segment  

• Tim: “Diane was reading the mission statements. . . She put a heart by this 
church name [Good Shepherd]. So, I said, ‘we’re going to start there.’ We didn’t 
need to go anywhere else.” 

• They highlight a sense of peace. . .  

• Diane: “Weren’t you taught, ever since you were little, that God loves everyone? 
And then you go to other churches and you find out that’s not really how they live 
it out. But this [at Good Shepherd] feels like it does as the mission statement 
says: Everybody is welcome. Everybody. That’s the beautiful thing that we love.” 

I recall the first Sunday they were here and talking with them in the Welcome 
Space. They gestured to the quilt banner on the wall with a portion of our Welcome 
Statement on it and said, “That’s why we’re here. . .”  

As we were talking, another newcomer to Good Shepherd came up to the three 
of us and shared his story of brokenness and how he discovered Good Shepherd as an 
unexpected place of welcome. 

Insert segment  

• Diane: “Then we got talking with him. . . You all have made him feel so 
welcome.”  

• Diane, touched by Rob’s story, asked if she could give him a hug.  

• Tim said to Diane: “When you asked him if you could hug him, that moved me. 
You were embodying what this church represents.” 

• They (this other new worshiper and Diane/Tim) are each looking for something—
some encounter with God that would affirm who they are as a beloved child of 
God. They connected with each other as well. They found Good Shepherd to be 
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a place where they were welcomed and where those connections or relationships 
are nurtured.  

Reflecting on these Stories 

 How would you express your hopes and dreams if you were “Pastor for a 
Day?” What do you think typifies our identity and our mission or our calling as a 
congregation? How do you see yourself participating in that mission or purpose?  

The Place of Stewardship 

 In a recent article on Christian stewardship within a congregational setting, two 
church leaders describe the usual pattern about what happens around stewardship: 

Many churches host a Stewardship Sunday every year. Usually in the fall, 
Stewardship Sunday typically includes elements like  

• testimonials during worship from church members who tithe,  

• one brave sermon on money based on a Scripture that includes the phrase 
“gave her last mite,” “cheerful giver” or “rich young ruler” and  

• an afternoon all-church meeting about the budget. 

While nothing about Stewardship Sundays is inherently bad, the catch is 
that they may lead to a limited understanding about stewardship  

If were you to attend a “stewardship” service, you’d likely leave with the 
impression that stewardship is mostly the same as fundraising and describes an 
event or campaign that happens once a year, involves giving envelopes and a 
pledge drive and is designed for the purpose of asking congregants to help offset 
church expenses. 

That’s problematic because the core of stewardship isn’t money. It’s love. 
Stewardship isn’t an event or campaign. It’s a spiritual practice. 

Of course, stewarding financial resources is part of stewardship. But to practice 
Christian stewardship and be moved by it is to consider how we shepherd our 
whole lives – through word and habit, and with God and each other – to be 
expressions of gospel love in the world. Christ’s gospel calls for an alternative way 
of being in the world that places love at the center.1 

 In some ways, we follow those patterns and expectations about how we talk 
about stewardship and in some ways, we extend beyond them. The central point of 
these two leaders as they help us grow in our understanding of stewardship is that 
stewardship is about love. It’s about recognizing the love of God and responding with 
our whole lives as an expression of that love. It is, as the gospel reading from Matthew 
suggests, about love being the primary thing that motivates us.  

 
1 Farley Lord and Christian Peele, “The Core of Stewardship is Love,” published in The Presbyterian 

Outlook. Feb. 11, 2019, and updated online August 31, 2022. https://pres-outlook.org/2019/02/the-core-
of-stewardship-is-love/ 
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 These stories—Craig’s and Tim and Diane’s—are a part of what I get to see as 
pastor and what I want to show you as “Pastor for a Day”. They are expressions of how 
people have come to discover the love of God, particularly as they experience the grace 
and love of God in the welcome of Good Shepherd, and how they in turn respond to that 
love. While we may not see them as such, they are stewardship stories in that they 
have to do with how we recognize the love of God and respond in faith to it.  

Stewardship is . . . 

• Stewardship is about love. It is about relationships. It is about grace and 
gratitude. It is about connecting with God and others.  It is creating the beloved 
community.  

• Stewardship is reflected in the way we live out the Good Shepherd Welcome 
Statement. 

Stewardship is not (just). . .  

• Not just budgets and dollars and a phrase you sometimes hear: “keeping the 
lights on,” however important those are.  

• But stewardship does include those things: Budgets, dollars, conversations and 
stories, letters, invitations, pledge cards, opportunities to respond.  

Living out Stewardship at Good Shepherd 

Stewardship is about more than budgets and pledge cards, but that is a part of 
our expression of gratitude, so let me comment on a few things about the nuts and bolts 
of our orientation to stewardship at Good Shepherd.  

Impacting Giving 

Members have different circumstances 

Good Shepherd is made up of folks of differing ages, family size, and economic 
circumstances. We have folks who live in modest settings and struggle to meet monthly 
expenses and who worry about basic necessities. We have folks who live in million-
dollar homes and have opportunity for travel and leisure. There is no one specific 
instruction about giving that will fit for everyone and their circumstance.  

Because circumstances vary, a gift that may be a stretch to some is not 
significant to another. A gift of a particular amount that is generous for some may be 
comparatively modest for another.  

Proportional Giving  

As a community of faith which is grateful to God, we encourage proportional 
giving as an expression of that gratitude. Proportional giving is looking at one’s income 
and making a commitment, whether that is expressed in a pledge card or not, to give a 
certain percentage of one’s income.  

Proportional giving recognizes (as those two church leaders wrote) that 
stewardship isn’t an event or a campaign. It’s a spiritual practice. It’s an act which 
exercises your faith muscle and which enriches you as a giver in response to God. As a 
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giver establishes a certain goal or benchmark in terms of a percentage, then taking a 
step up in subsequent periods represents growing in faith.  

Here's how one giver, now a pastor herself, describes what she’s learned and 
how she grew in her practice of stewardship: 

My stewardship journey started with a pastor who told me “No.” And, full 
confession, [though I was a part of the Church from birth], it wasn’t in high school 
– or even college. It happened when I was in seminary and [on the path to] the 
ministry of Word and Sacrament. . . . The [particular] church where I was now a 
member was also the church where I was interning. When I became a part of the 
congregation, one of the pastors handed me a pledge card. I handed it back. “I 
don’t pledge. I’m just a student. I don’t have much money.” It was a response 
spoken without much (if any) thought or prayer. 

“No,” he told me. “God needs you to give. You need to give. You need to pledge 
a gift to this congregation of which you are now a member.” 

He didn’t give me an amount or a timeline, but neither did he let me off the hook. 
He followed up with me until the pledge card was returned, filled in. I pledged $50 
that year, but my stewardship journey had begun. It was the very first time 
anyone had challenged me to think faithfully about God’s generosity and the 
importance of giving.2 

Stewardship is . . .  

Stewardship is not primarily about dollars, budgets, and pledge cards—but it 
does include them. Stewardship is about giving thanks to God as one recognizes God’s 
love and grace in one’s life and by wisely using the gifts God has given—gifts of time, 
energy, relationships, dollars, and a whole lot more.  

We give thanks to God that at Good Shepherd we are a part of a community of 
faith that invites people (in the words of our Welcome Statement) to “Come and See,” 
and promises that by the gift of God’s Spirit among us, “this is a place where lives are 
made new.”  

I hope that by being “Pastor for a Day,” you have seen that Good Shepherd folks 
seek to be good stewards and respond to the love of God for the world.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 
2 Anna Pinckney Straight, “The Stewardship Journey,” published in Stewardship Ministry News by the 
Presbyterian Foundation, April 13, 2021. https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/the-stewardship-
journey-may-2021-lectionary-preview/ 


