
Preaching for Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, NV         
Pastor Scott Trevithick 
Date: October 16, 2022  While I will be reading from the Lectionary, I am preparing a 
more thematic sermon to address our anniversary celebration and historical and present 
mission. We will also include the song “God is Here” ELW #526, for which two additional 
verses have been written for Good Shepherd by member Beverly Hennen.  
Text: Luke 18:1-8 The Persistent Widow and the Unjust Judge 
Title: Why Are You Here?   
Focus: Good Shepherd’s first worship service and formal chartering occurred so quickly. 

What was it about Good Shepherd’s mission and ministry that was compelling then and 

what drives us now as we celebrate 75 years? In ways we might not always understand, 

we trust and act that “God is Here!” We are called to create a place where God’s love 

and grace are known, particularly by the newcomer or outsider.  

Gospel Reading: Luke 18:1-8 
1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 
respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 
‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to 
himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this 
widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by 
continually coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will 
not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay 
long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  

Mission Statement Engager: A mission statement should be unique enough to be 

memorable and short enough to remember. A mission statement sums up the core of 
who your company or organization is and why it exists. 

I’m going to give you the mission statement of a particular company or 
organization and you tell me what company it’s from. 

Patagonia: “Build the best product, cause no unnecessary harm, use business to 
inspire and implement solutions to the environmental crisis.” 

Nike: “Bring inspiration and innovation to every athlete in the world.* 

*If you have a body, you are an athlete.” 

Nordstrom: “To give customers the most compelling shopping experience possible.” 

TED: “Spread ideas.”1 

Tesla: “To accelerate the world’s transition to sustainable energy.” 

 
1 TED is a nonprofit devoted to spreading ideas, usually in the form of short, powerful talks (18 minutes or less). 
TED began in 1984 as a conference where Technology, Entertainment and Design converged. Ted.com 
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Amazon: “We strive to offer our customers the lowest possible prices, the best 
available selection, and the utmost convenience.”  

What’s the unique mission of Good Shepherd? 

Good Shepherd History  

Picture of Pr. Jim Oslund (Pastor from 1947-1952)  

Founding and First Worship Service: What became Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd began when Pastor Jim Oslund arrived in May of 1947 to begin a new 
mission church. The first worship service was held June 15. That’s so quickly after 
his arrival!  

Picture of Pr. Jim Oslund and choir (Likely taken in Masonic Temple, which was 
downtown and where they met for worship until December 1952.) 

Picture of Chartering Service: The church was chartered Dec. 7, 1947 with 87 
charter members.  

Picture of Groundbreaking: A building fund campaign was initiated in 1949 and the 
property for the church was purchased thereafter for $20,000 from a Dr. Meng in 1950 
or 1951.2 Groundbreaking for the church building was held September 16, 1951. Nine-
year-old Larry Struve, still active in our congregation today, is in this picture, standing 
beside his dad.   

Both of these events—first worship and chartering—happened so quickly.  

Picture of new building, c. 1952. 

Picture of new sanctuary, c.1952. Note that the space for worship leaders and the 
choir was not in an elevated chancel area, but in the same space as the pews, which 
would have made the space for seating for worshipers fairly small. The LCGS history 
book notes that the sanctuary was expanded to the rear during Pr. Jack Ericson’s 
tenure (1974-1984).3 

First Worship Service in New Sanctuary: December 5, 1952, with 275 baptized 
members on the membership role.4 That’s amazing growth as well.  

Picture of first three pastors from a previous reunion:  

• Pr. Jim Oslund (1947-1952) 

• Pr. Vern Kotter (1953-1965) 

• Pr. Faye Miller and his wife Betty Miller (1966-1972). Betty is a Good Shepherd 
member, as is their daughter, Stephanie Schoen. We think this photo was taken 
at a reunion/anniversary celebration at either 20 years in 1967 or 25 years in 
1972, during Pr. Miller’s tenure. I think the clothing and hair styles look more like 
1972. 

 
2 LCGS history book, p. 15. 
3 LCGS history book, p. 41 
4 LCGS history book, p. 16. 
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Here are the milestones we highlighted: 

• Pastor Jim Oslund arrived in Reno in May 1947. On June 15, the first worship 
service was held. 

• On December 7, 1947, the church was formally chartered with 87 charter 
members. 

• On December 5, 1952 the first worship service was held in the new sanctuary. 
That’s just 5 years after chartering.  

How do you account for how quickly the church was formed and grew? 

Post-War Boom Years in American Culture 

Part of the answer is attributed to what was going on in the broader culture: The 
growth of those early years was a part of a social forces unlike any other time in 
American history. It was a distinct time in world history. It was a time of growth and 
building in every way imaginable. Service men were returning from war. Highways and 
suburbs were being built.  

“At midcentury, Americans streamed back to church in unprecedented numbers. 
The baby boom (those born between 1946 and 1965) had begun, and parents of 
the first baby boomers moved into the suburbs and filled the pews, establishing 
church and family as the twin pillars of security and respectability. Religious 
membership, church funding, institutional building, and traditional faith and 
practice all increased in the 1950s. At midcentury, things looked very good for 
Christian America.” 5 

Good Shepherd and Military Servicemen: Many who had served in WWII or 
served in the Korean War joined Good Shepherd. Larry Struve remembered many 
servicemen and called them “pillars of the church.” Nearby Stead Air Base brought 
many servicemen to Reno.6 

Everything was growing. . . The Church (capital “C”) and Good Shepherd as a 
particular congregation were undoubtedly impacted by those broad cultural supports 
which benefited churches and other community institutions during these years that were 
unlike any other period in modern American and world history.  

What was compelling or “What made Good Shepherd ‘Special?’” 

 But there was still something unique about Good Shepherd that was compelling. 
Here are a couple of stories reflective of that identity and mission: (First-hand stories 
from the Good Shepherd 50th Anniversary history book published in 2006.)  

Charter member Rachel Struve (Larry’s mother) remembers going to the home of 
O.R. and Shelia Vestbie to talk to them about the church and invite them to come. She 
didn’t expect them to come to worship services because she knew there were other 
churches closer to their home, so she was surprised when they did come.  

 
5 Joanne Beckman, Duke University, National Humanities Center, “Religion in Post-World War 2 America. 
http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/tserve/twenty/tkeyinfo/trelww2.htm 
6 LCGS 2006 history book, p.  
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Sheryll Whitney, their daughter, knew they started attending GS in the early 
1950s because she remembers going to the Masonic Temple, which is where the 
congregation worshiped before the new building was completed in 1952. She explained 
that her father was Lutheran, but when they visited the only other Lutheran Church [St. 
Luke’s] sometime in the 1940s, “the minister turned them away because he didn’t know 
them.” She recalled that her dad was furious and they never went back.7 Even then, 
Good Shepherd practiced open Communion and welcomed those who were 
turned away by other churches. 

 Esthermae Haines (who was an early soloist and choir director for Good 
Shepherd and who died January 13, 2021) recalled: “[Reno] was a divorce capital. 
We did pick up a lot of members in the early years who had come to Reno for divorces. 
We also picked up a lot of people from the casinos because we accepted them, 
whereas a lot of other churches did not. Pappy Smith, the owner of Harold’s Club, used 
to come every Sunday. [I remember] a lady who said this was the first church that would 
accept her, and we welcomed her.”8  

 I re-told the story a few weeks ago of how Good Shepherd got its name, as told 
my Larry Struve. Here’s a snippet:  

“As best I can understand, Jim Oslund and a few leading members then 
suggested that with such a motley crew comprising the initial congregation the 
name "Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd" sounded good, because it 
brought to mind the image of a merciful Jesus Christ who was in search of lost 
souls, many of whom comprised that early group.  I have never heard that any 
other name was considered.  And, it began the tradition of Good Shepherd being 
an inclusive, welcoming congregation, open to everyone who walked through its 
doors.  That has been my memory from the very beginning.”   

These stories reinforce Larry’s characterization. 

What Is the Mission of the Church?  

 Let’s resume the conversation we were having about mission statements. . .  

A contemporary catechism, which means a teaching tool about the basics of Christian 
faith in a question-and-answer format poses the question. . .  

Question 63. What is the mission of the church? 9 

The mission of the church is to bear witness to God's love for the world in Jesus 
Christ.  

Question 64. What forms does this mission take?  

. . . The church is faithful to its mission when it extends mercy and forgiveness to 
the needy in ways that point finally to him. For in the end it is always by Christ's 
mercy that the needs of the needy are met. 

 
7 History of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 2006, p. 9.  
8 Good Shepherd history, P. 17. 
9 Presbyterian Study Catechism: Full Version Approved by the 210th General Assembly (1998) of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  
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Question 65. Who are the needy?  

The hungry need bread, the homeless need a roof, the oppressed need justice, 
and the lonely need fellowship. At the same time — on another and deeper level 
— the hopeless need hope, sinners need forgiveness, and the world needs the 
gospel. On this level no one is excluded, and all the needy are one. Our mission 
as the church is to bring hope to a desperate world by declaring God's undying 
love — as one beggar tells another where to find bread. 

Origin of this phrase “one beggar telling another where to find food” 

 There are differing attributions about the person who first expressed this phrase 
“”as one beggar tells another where to find bread.” Multiple sources attribute a variation 
of the phrase to Martin Luther:  

On his death bed, Martin Luther is said to have scribbled on a piece of paper, 
“Wir sind bettler. Das ist wahr.” “We are all beggars. This is true.” He also once 
said, “We are all mere beggars showing other beggars where to find bread.” 10 

I’m intrigued by this description of our mission, which is like “one beggar 
telling another where to find bread.”  

 I saw this lived out or enacted just 2 weeks ago: When I was talking on Oct. 2 
with first-time worshipers. They told me a bit of their story and gestured to the new 
quilt in the Welcome Space with a portion of our Welcome Statement.  

 “That’s why we’re here. We read that on your website.”  

 As we were talking, another newcomer joined the conversation. He had heard us 
talking about their first-time impressions and offered his own: “I’ve been here 4 times. I 
talked with Bob and Vicki and Pastor Scott and they all welcomed me.” He told us 
something about his past that he feared would cause people to turn him away, and he 
had been anxious about that, but he found that not to be the case here.  

 Sharon’s story: Long-time member Sharon Morse gave me permission to 
mention her by name.  

She told me what when she came west to Reno in 2010, she was a bit of a 
broken vessel. She attributes the recovery or healing she has experienced “in no small 
part to the people and pastors I have encountered here at Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd. Home means Nevada, Love means Good Shepherd.  And the folks at Good 
Shepherd are fulfilling their mission a thousand-fold.” 

I told her that as I read her, a line from our Welcome Statement came back to 
mind to describe the wholeness you have encountered here: This is a place where 
lives are made new. Come and see! 

 
10 From a website for a group called Bread for Beggars. https://www.breadforbeggars.com/1748-2/ 
Other attributions: Posted Oct. 28, 2017. https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/top-ten-quotes-hunger-

poverty-counting-500th-4-5/ Karen Bables, posted June 3, 2013. 

https://livingasapprentices.com/2013/06/03/the-wisdom-of-brennan-manning/ 

 

https://www.breadforbeggars.com/1748-2/
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/top-ten-quotes-hunger-poverty-counting-500th-4-5/
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/top-ten-quotes-hunger-poverty-counting-500th-4-5/
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What’s our Mission? Or Why are You Here? What’s Your Mission as a 
Part of Good Shepherd?  

A mission statement should be concise, clear, and compelling.  

The Old Testament and Gospel readings today show people with a clear 
sense of mission: In the gospel text, the persistent widow wants justice. In the OT text, 
Jacob wrestles with this divine figure and will not let go until he receives a blessing.  

Can you say what it is that drives you? A business consultant working with 
companies to help them craft their mission statement writes,  

“One of the most powerful activities we do with clients is help their team 
members write their own personal mission statement. We then have them 
connect that statement to what the company does.”11 

You’re a part of Good Shepherd. We’ve inherited this role as stewards of this 
message of God’s grace and love welcoming all from the saints who have preceded us.  

Our opening him joyfully declares that God is Here!  This is a place where God is 
encountered! Hymnwriter Fred Pratt Green grounds these words in daily Christian living. 
He encouraged Christians to practice what they preach.  How would you describe your 
experience of encountering God in this place?  

Member Beverly Hennen, who wrote the 2 additional verses we sang, included  

“Reaching, caring, teaching, sharing,” which has been an past expression of Good 
Shepherd’s mission.  

• How will you continue to share this message or mission?  

• How will you express what we aim to do at Good Shepherd and your part in that?  

A Couple of Questions to Prompt your Reflection:  

• What is a prominent memory you have of going to church (any church) for the 
first time, perhaps as a child or youth? What sticks out to you? 

• What prompted you to come for the first time to Good Shepherd? What prompted 
you to come back?  

• Have you ever been in a social setting or workplace setting in which you 
commented about being a part of a church and someone asked you, perhaps 
with some surprise, why you were active there or what it was all about? 

• What were your first impressions of Good Shepherd? 

We celebrate that God is Here! and that Good Shepherd has good news to 
share of the wideness of God’s grace and God’s welcome in Jesus.  

 
11 Gabrielle Bosche, The 7 Best And 5 Worst Mission Statements Of America's Top Brands.” Posted Jan. 
2, 2019. https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/7-best-5-worst-mission-statements-americas-top-brands-
bosch%C3%A9 


