
Preaching for Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, NV         
Pastor Scott Trevithick 
Date: October 9, 2022, Year C 18th Sunday after Pentecost  
Text: Luke 17:11-19 Jesus Heals 10 Lepers. One thanks him & he is made well 
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Focus: Gratitude is the distinction between being made clean and made well. 

While Jesus cleanses all ten, one is “made well.” He gives thanks, and Jesus says this 

act of faith has made him well. Having an attitude of thanks or grace or gratitude is also 

our choice and our initiative, and it has power. Expressing thanks is a gift both to the 

one who hears it and the one who expresses it.  

Gospel Reading: Luke 17:11-19 

11On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their 
distance, 13they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14When he saw 
them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they 
were made clean. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 
praising God with a loud voice. 16He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. 
And he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other 
nine, where are they? 18Was none of them found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?” 19Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith 
has made you well.”  

What’s Happening in this Story? 

• Ten people with leprosy approached Jesus, remaining at a distance, which is 

what the law and social custom direct them to do. 

• They called out to him, “Jesus, master, have mercy on us!” 

• Jesus saw them (Luke often directly says how Jesus saw people in need.)  

• He directed them to go show themselves to the priest. Again, this was in keeping 

with the law. Their skin condition made them ritually unclean and to be declared 

clean and able to rejoin their community, they need a priest to declare it so. 

• As they went on their way, they were made clean (v. 14). 

• One returned, praising God (v. 15), and thanking Jesus (v. 16), assuming a 

posture of worship. 

• This one was made whole or made well (v. 19) 

Ten people with leprosy approached Jesus and asked for mercy. All ten were 

“made clean” (v. 14) and one was “made well” (v. 19). I have two primary questions: 
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1. What is the difference between those two conditions? What is being “made 

clean” and being “made well?”  

2. And how do you account for all ten being “made clean” and just the one being 

“made well?”  

Looking Closer at the Story 

“Leprosy”  

 Leprosy,  as the term is used in the Bible, is not the same as the modern-day 

diagnosis of Leprosy or Hansen’s Disease. It was a catch-all term used to refer to a 

variety of skin conditions. There might be a footnote in your Bible indicating this.1 

 There were explicit rules for the role that priests had in determining/diagnosing 

what they called leprosy (See Leviticus 13). The priests’ role was to determine if the 

person was to be declared ritually unclean. This is why Jesus directs them to go show 

themselves to the priests. They had to get confirmation and approval to re-enter the 

community.  

 Individuals had responsibility to follow other rules. That is why, for instance, they 

“keep their distance” when they approach Jesus (v. 12) and ask for mercy (v. 13).  

 This “keeping of distance” hints at some of the related impacts of having leprosy: 

some sense of personal shame; geographic, social, and religious isolation; and 

separation from family and community. Leprosy made them ritually unclean, which 

meant that they could not participate in the Temple services and rituals at the center of 

their faith. And not able to practice their faith, these men stood on the outside of their 

community as well, likely feeling alone, abandoned, and desperate. 

Jesus Showing Mercy  

 Jesus directs them to “Go and show yourselves to the priest” (v. 14). Again, this 

instruction was in keeping with the laws from Leviticus. They are doing as the Law 

directed as well as what Jesus specifically tells them.  

 The healing is described very simply: “As they went, they were made clean” (v. 

14b).  

The One Responds 

 Pay close attention to the verbs (action words) in this next part: “One of them, 

when he saw that he was healed . . . 

• Turned back 

 
1 For instance, in various references in Leviticus 13, my Bible has a footnote for something translated as  
leprous disease: “A term for several skin diseases; precious meaning uncertain.”  
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• [Began] praising God 

• Prostrated himself (or “fell down at his feet”) at Jesus’ feet (a posture of prayer or 

worship) 

• Thanked him  

o The verb form in Greek is a participle, which in English would be an -ing 

ending. In this case, it could be translated “giving thanks to him” or 

“thanking him”.  

o It suggests ongoing rather than one-time action or his character or state of 

being, like “the thanking man fell on his face at Jesus’ feet.” 

o The point is that this is a more significant action than a one-time “Thanks.” 

Luke as narrator notes, “and he was a Samaritan,” (v. 16), which adds to the 

sense of the surprise of this story, at least for the original hearers. “Wait a minute: The 

one who came back, praised God, and worshiped and thanked Jesus was a Samaritan? 

How can that be?”  A first-century Jew would not normally look to a Samaritan as an 

example.  

Just as in what we call the Parable of the Good Samaritan, also told in Luke, the 

one who is a model for faithful response to Jesus is an outsider, a foreigner (v. 18), the 

one who was least expected.  

How Does Jesus Respond? 

What tone do you hear in Jesus’ voice when he asks, “Were not ten made clean? 

But the other nine, where are they? 18Was none of them found to return and give praise 

to God except this foreigner?”  

• Is it irritation? 

• Anger? 

• Curiosity? 

• Wonder? Which is maybe a response more about the Samaritan than about the 

others.  

• Something else? 

 This is one of those questions in which you look to the text for indicators or clues, 

but there is not enough information to know for sure and so people have different ideas 

about that.  

• We will come back to this. . .  
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Let’s talk about the questions we posed at the beginning: All ten were “made 

clean” (v. 14) and one was “made well” (v. 19).  

1. What is the difference between those two conditions? What is being “made 

clean” and being “made well.”  

2. And how do you account for all ten being “made clean” and just the one being 

“made well?”  

What Jesus says is, “Your faith has made you well”  

That is how it reads in the NRSV which we read. The Greek word is from the 

verb σῴζω, transliterated sózó, pronounced sode'-zo.   

It can also be translated save, heal, preserve, rescue.  

Pastor–author Eugene Peterson translates this as, “your faith has healed and 

saved you” in The Message. It has the sense of being made whole, which is like the 

concept of shalom or what we express when we greet one another with the peace of 

Christ.  

All ten were “made clean” and this one, by turning back, offering worship and 

thanks as an expression of faith, has been “made well” or made whole.  

Expressing Thanks 

 All of them asked for mercy and were made clean. One of them expressed 

thanks and was “made well” or made whole, saved.  

 Jesus is talking about noticing that one has been healed or experienced some 

measure of goodness or grace in one’s life and then pausing and turning back and 

expressing thanks.  

• Do you think we do a good job of that ourselves, or do we just keep on going on 

without noticing, without pausing, without offering thanks? 

As you think about that, I want to show you a video clip. It is called “The Steps 

to Success,” created by a group called SoulPancake2, which creates content to 

stimulate open-hearted dialogue. In the video, they ask people to think about who has 

invested themselves in their success and if they have paused to say, “Thank you.” 

 
2 https://participant.com/soulpancake Founded in 2008 by Rainn Wilson, Devon Gundry, Shabnam 
Mogharabi and Golriz Lucina, SoulPancake was created to encourage open-hearted dialogue 
about what it means to be human. The clip is 3:41 in length. 

 

 

https://participant.com/soulpancake
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• View the video: YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOm_6Ylz8yc 

What did you notice? 

• People did not seem to be hesitant to write a letter, but then the chalkboard 

screen announced, “Then we put them on the spot.”  

• And some seemed hesitant about calling. . . 

o Two of the women were cautious and said, “Okay. . .” in a tentative voice. 

o The young man in grey suit began his call: “It’s gonna be weird a little bit. . 

. Don’t curse, okay?” 

• The responses of those who received the calls: 

o The one talking with the woman in the red dress: “Oh, my gosh!” 

• Young man in grey suit: “I know this is not something that I usually say, but just 

wanted to call and tell you that.” 

• At the end, responses indicated that both the caller and the recipient were glad to 

have been prompted to take the time and opportunity to call: 

o Woman in white top: “Thanks, Dad. I really appreciate that. It means a lot.” 

as she wipes away a tear.  

o Others told each other they loved them.  

o Woman in red dress: “Thank you for allowing me to have this kind of 

experience.” 

Reflecting on the Video and Scripture 

 In Jesus’ story, all ten were “made clean” and only one was “made well” or made 

whole or was healed and saved. This is the one who noticed the grace or goodness in 

his life and paused and turned around and praised and thanked Jesus.  

 They all asked Jesus for mercy and were made clean.  

 The Samaritan, the unlikely one, took the next step and returned to thank Jesus. 

We could express what happened in different ways, but one way is that gratitude is the 

distinction between being made clean and made well.  

While Jesus cleanses all ten, one is “made well.” He gives thanks, and Jesus 

says this act of faith has made him well or made him whole.  

Before watching the video, I asked you “What tone do you hear in Jesus’ voice 

when he asks, ‘Were not ten made clean? . . . the other nine, where are they?’”  
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As I said, there’s not enough indication in the text for us to say for sure, but I 

don’t think it’s anger. They were, after all, going off to the priests, just as Jesus had 

directed them.  

If I were to answer, I might say it’s disappointment.  

Disappointment that the others had not discovered the joy that comes from the 

wholeness or richness that Jesus offers and that this Samaritan had discovered. 

That Greek word that we talked about--sode'-zo? That verb that means to save, 

heal, preserve, rescue. It’s the save root from which we get Jesus as savior or the one 

who saves. Jesus wants all of them—wants all of us--to be saved or made whole in this 

way. Jesus wants all of us to be made whole or made well.  

It’s the same joy that we saw on the faces of those who emerged from the phone 

booth in the video. Hesitant at first, they came out wiping away a tear or after having 

joyfully said and heard in return, “I love you.”  

Expressing thanks turned out to be a gift to the one who hears it as well as the 

one who expresses it.  

Take the Next Step 

 Do you want that kind of joy or wholeness yourself? Last week, I told you about 

Don Berns who was like Lois or Eunice to me in setting an example of faith. This week 

on the video, we see the joy of those who were prompted first to write a letter and then 

to make a phone call to say thank to someone who has been a part of their success.  

 The unexpected gift for you could come from not just taking a moment to think of 

someone who has invested in you, but also picking up the phone to call them and thank 

them.  

 Thanks be to God for this gift of being made well or made whole.  

 

 


