
Preaching for Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, NV       
Pastor Scott Trevithick 
Date: October 2, 2022, Yr. C 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Text:  2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Title:  Thanks be to God for Lois and Eunice 
Focus:  In the opening of this letter, the writer gives thanks for the grandmother and 
mother of Timothy to whom he writes. We all have those who have mentored, 
encouraged, and nurtured us in faith. Thanks be to God for those who have modeled 
faith in a way which encourages us to live boldly and likewise create a home for faith for 
others.  
 

Epistle Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life 
that is in Christ Jesus, 2To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from 
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with 
a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my 
prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled 
with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother 
Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 

6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the 
laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit 
of power and of love and of self-discipline. 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony 
about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying 
on the power of God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to 
our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in 
Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed through the 
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I 
know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until 
that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you 
have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good 
treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

Describing “Genre” with Confirmation Students 
• Do you know this term genre that my high school English teacher Mrs. Vessey 

taught me?  
Genre came up last Sunday when Dale Ressler, our Faith Formation Team 

chairperson, and I met with 7th grade students in our Confirmation program. We had 
pizza lunch together and started with what I call “Quiz Questions,” which are low key 
sharing questions to stimulate conversation and help people get to know one another.  
 Chris picked one that asked, “What movies do you like to watch?” 

• He talked about the Indiana Jones movies with Harrison Ford, and we all agreed 
those were fun movies to watch. 

• Then he said he likes Marvel movies based on comic book heroes and heroines. 
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• Hearing his choices, I said in summary, “You like action movies.” 
 Later, we got talking about the Bible and Dale had us write 2 responses to this 
open-ended sentence: “The Bible is. . .” 

• “. . . sometimes difficult to understand.”  

• “. . . a book of stories about Jesus.”   

• “. . . stories of God’s love” 

• “. . . a book of stories about God,” wrote Chris.  
 
Chris explained what he remembered from being 

in Miss Becky’s Kids’ Community class: He said the 
Bible is made up of 2 segments, the Old and New 
Testaments. He remembered the poster in Becky’s room 
with books on a bookshelf with the name of each book 
of the Bible written on the spine of each book. The 
poster looks something like this image [shown above].  

We got to talking about whether the Bible is one 
book (it is!) or many books (it’s that, too!) That’s when I mentioned the term genre and 
asked them if they’d learned that word in English class. Going back to our conversation 
about movies, I explained that when Chris said he liked action movies, that’s a type or a 
category or a genre of movie. You know that an action movie differs from other types or 
genres. Each has certain characteristics that typify that genre of movie. Knowing those 
characteristics, you know a bit about what to expect from an action movie as distinct 
from science fiction or fantasy or a documentary or comedy or whatever.  

If I were to begin a story with “Once upon a time. . .” you would likely be able to 
identify that story type or genre as a fairy tale. Sometimes in a sermon with you all, I 
say, “Back when I was a boy. . .” and you would know to expect a personal memory or 
reflection.  

An Epistle as a Genre 
 In the same way, the Bible has different genres or types of writing in it. Identifying 
the genre helps us anticipate some of the content and know what to expect—in just the 
same way that we know that an action movie is going to differ from a romantic comedy.  
This is relevant as we come to today’s featured text because I’ve chosen the epistle 
reading on which to focus the sermon.  
 An epistle is a letter—a certain genre in the Bible as well as general 
communication. As we read these opening verses from the beginning of the letter, there 
are a number of features that are common to epistles or which help us identify it as a 
letter: 

• Author: The letter is attributed to the Apostle Paul (v. 1)1 

• Recipient: It’s addressed to Timothy, for whom Paul was a mentor, but it’s also 
more broadly sent to the community of which he is a part.  

• Greetings: There are usual greetings in v. 2 
o “Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord.”  

 
1 Though attributed to Paul in the body of the letter, details within the letter which do not cohere with 
known information in Acts indicate it was more likely written by someone else assuming Paul’s voice. 
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o Forms of greeting: direct address: “I” and “you.” 

• Thanksgiving v. 3 
o 3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 

ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and 
day. 

These are all common features in an epistle or New Testament letter. Beyond 
that general format or structure, there are particular features or specific content here 
that are distinct to this particular letter: 

• The tone is quite personal and warm:  
o Affection: “. . . my beloved child” (v. 2) Paul uses a term of identification 

and family affection for Timothy. 
o Devotion: I pray for you night and day (v. 3) 
o Yearning: I long to see you, which will fill me with joy (v. 4). 

• Mentor-protégé relationship: From the content and tone of the letter as well as 
other references to Timothy by Paul (in other letters), we see Paul in the role of a 
trusted mentor to Timothy. Paul trusts him as a faithful leader in the church and 
he continues to guide, encourage, and advise him.  
 
In addition to the general instruction and encouragement in this passage, there is 

also a specific action which underscores this: Paul refers to a “laying on of my hands,” 
(v. 6) which is a symbolic gesture which demonstrates the conferring of leadership or 
authority. 

That act of conferring leadership or authority carries additional weight with the 
recognition that Paul is nearing his death. He is naturally more reflective about his own 
call and leadership. In the second part of today’s passage (vv. 8-14), he refers to the 
suffering which he has endured as a “herald, apostle, and teacher (v. 11), and urges 
Timothy, as he continues to grow in his own leadership, to likewise be faithful and 
“guard the treasure” that is entrusted to him, knowing that the Holy Spirit is living in him” 
(vv. 13-14). 
 

Recognizing Lois and Eunice 
 As Paul writes to Timothy in this warm, personal, and direct way, he’s of course 
highlighting the relationship that the two of them share. He also refers to the trust or 
faith they each have with the triune God as leaders who are called by God (v. 9), who 
receive grace through Jesus (v. 9), and who are strengthened by the Spirit (v. 14).  

Paul recognizes and gives thanks for other relationships of faith as well. He gives 
thanks for his own ancestors in faith (v. 3), and then specifically recognizes the gift of 
faith in Timothy that was first modeled for him by his grandmother Lois and mother 
Eunice (v. 5).  

• 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother 
Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 

 
Paul commends Timothy for his “sincere faith,” a faith which was modeled by and 

remains rooted in his grandmother Lois and mother Eunice. They not only provided an 
example for him, but that heritage also continues to shape his identity and his sense of 
his call as a leader in the church. When Paul talks about the suffering which he has 
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experienced and which he indicates to Timothy is a part of what it he, too, should 
expect, I think he’s telling him here as he remembers Lois and Eunice, that that heritage 
will give him strength and encourage him. That heritage shapes who he is—his sense of 
identity—and when he encounters difficult times, he can be encouraged by them or by 
his heritage and persevere.  

Paul urges Timothy, drawing strength from the example and heritage of faith of 
Lois and Eunice, “to rekindle the gift of God that is within you” and to live out that faith in 
a bold way. God has given us a spirit of power and love and self-discipline (2 Timothy 
1:6-7). 

Who are “Lois and Eunice” for you? 
 Like Paul gives thanks for his heritage or gives thanks for Lois and Eunice and 
how they nurtured Timothy in faith, we each have people who have set an example for 
us and nurtured us in faith.  

Don Berns is Like Lois and Eunice  

 This is Don Berns on the right with his wife Karen 
and their son Jason. Don was my youth pastor when I was 
growing up at La Cañada Presbyterian Church. (This 
picture was taken around 2002.)  

Don invested himself in us, in high school youth—
now grown adults who have had their lives immeasurably 
altered because of him. How did he invest himself? 

• In leading regular ministries of the church like Bible studies, worship, and youth 
group 

• In leading special events [like the Ski Utah trip, Summer Mission trip, All Church 
Camp] 

• Knowing youth, spending time with them, listening, caring, praying. . . 

• Developing a team of leaders of adults and seminary interns who, in turn, had 
their own ministries with high school youth 

I was in high school when I initially felt called to ordained ministry within the 
church. During those formative years, he helped me discern my call to ministry in the 
church and encouraged me to explore leadership opportunities that would help me 
understand and focus that sense of call.  

Don was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease when I was in high school and he 
was just 37 years old. That’s exceptionally young for a Parkinson’s diagnosis. I admired, 
loved, and respected Don before Parkinson’s Disease so deeply altered his life, and my 
appreciation for his courage and quiet, strong faith only increased in the years to follow. 

Reunion opportunity to tell Don directly how much he meant to me 

I visited my hometown La Cañada to attend a high school reunion in 2013. At the 
time, Karen and Don were living in nearby Pasadena at Monte Vista Grove and I made 
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an appointment to see them. I’m sure Don was clouded somewhat by Parkinson’s, but 
Don was still Don, and I had the chance to tell him how much he meant to me.  

• Don't miss an opportunity to tell someone you love them and describe what 
impact they have had on you 

Who have been like Lois and Eunice for you?  

I told you about my appreciation, love and respect for Don so that it might prompt 
your own memory of someone who has been an example of faith for you. Who are like 
Lois and Eunice for you? Who have nurtured and encouraged you in such a way that 
you have drawn strength from those who have lived with a “spirit of power and love and 
self-discipline?” 

Those examples of faith shape and encourage us not just as individuals, but as a 
corporate faith community. Our collective identity is also shaped by the saints who 
have preceded us in this particular place. As we have celebrated our 75th anniversary 
as a congregation over the course of this year, we have had occasion to tell stories of 
the members, staff, and pastors who have shaped our identity as a community over the 
years.  

I want to re-tell a story I’ve told before of what’s been told to me by Larry Struve, 
our member with the longest history at Good Shepherd. It’s an important story to tell and 
retell because, like recognizing people in our lives like Lois and Eunice, it’s a story that 
reminds us of our identity—who we are as a congregation—and it urges us to live up to 
that example of faith.  

History of the name “Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd”   

May 7, 2019 

As told by Larry Struve, whose mother Rachel was a charter member and who was a 
young boy at the time of the church’s founding.  

Good morning, Pr. Scott: 

The question of the origin of the name of "Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd" has 
been asked at various times in the past--at the 50th anniversary celebration in 1997 and 
those occasions where people have tried to write a history of this 
congregation.  Unfortunately, there is no clear answer, and I've gotten the impression 
over the years that people in the early days did not give much thought to the 
name.  When the charter members of LCGS gathered in 1947 to begin this church, 
founding pastor Jim Oslund asked them what they wanted to be called.  He got a lot of 
blank stares, and so they asked him for examples of some names.  There was already a 
Missouri Synod Church in town, St. Luke’s, so they didn't want a fancy name like that, 
implying there were a lot of saintly people in the founding group.  Many of the charter 
members had come from somewhere else--i.e. the Midwest, California, and from other 
church denominations, including Catholics where in town for a divorce.  Some didn't 
even consider themselves Christians, having studied Buddhism and other religious 
traditions.  As best I can understand, Jim Oslund and a few leading members then 
suggested that with such a motley crew comprising the initial congregation the name 
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"Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd" sounded good, because it brought to mind the 
image of a merciful Jesus Christ who was in search of lost souls, many of whom 
comprised that early group.  I have never heard that any other name was 
considered.  And, it began the tradition of Good Shepherd being an inclusive, 
welcoming congregation, open to everyone who walked through its doors.  That has 
been my memory from the very beginning.  I wish it were a more interesting story than 
that, but I don't think you'll find another explanation for how the name got started.  It was 
an idea that popped into the heads of the charter members, and they thought it sounded 
good.   

Peace.  Larry 

 

Living with the Name Good Shepherd  

 That name and the example of those who lived it out continue to encourage us to 
live boldly in the same way: Just two weeks ago, I was sitting in the lobby of the church 
office with a young couple, who with their pre-school-aged son have been worshiping 
with us over the last 6 or 8 weeks. Their son was in the Kids’ Community class for his 
age group and mom and dad were hanging out in the lobby.  

 I asked them when they were in worship, was their son sometimes with Caregiver 
Esmeray in the nursery, or did they sit at the coloring table, or what. They said they’d 
visited the nursery, but that mostly he sat with them. They talked about using the “Little 
Lutheran” worship bags. I reassured them that it was great that he was with them in 
worship and I hoped that their experience with others sitting around them had been 
positive, when he would get a little squirmy as kids do. They told me that they had a brief 
conversation with a grandparent type, who reassured them that their son was just fine 
and that he was where he needed to be. I was pleased to hear this, and said so, and 
mom replied, “That’s why we’re here,” meaning that the welcome that they have 
encountered here was not what they had found in other churches they had visited.  

Thanks be to God for Lois and Eunice 

So, we give thanks to God for those who have been like Lois and Eunice to us. 
They may be a parent or grandparent by blood or by God’s gift and our choice. Either 
way, we give thanks to God for their impact on us as individuals and for the way their 
example of faith creates a sense of identity and strengthens us to live into our own call. 
Thanks be to God for those who have been like Lois and Eunice to us.  

 

 


