
Preaching for Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, NV       
Pastor Scott Trevithick 
Date: September 25, 2022, Yr. C 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Text: Luke 16: 19-31 The Rich Man and Lazarus  
Title:  Caution!  
Focus: The readings from Amos and Luke both warn of the traps or snares presented 
by the power of greed to become self-absorbed and overlook our neighbor. How shall 
we hear and respond? 

First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
1aAlas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount 
Samaria, the notables of the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel 
resorts! 4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and eat 
lambs from the flock, and calves from the stall; 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the 
harp, and like David improvise on instruments of music; 6who drink wine from bowls, 
and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of 
Joseph! 7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of the 
loungers shall pass away.  

Gospel Reading: Luke 16:19-31 

19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even 
the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by 
the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, 
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus 
by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to 
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these 
flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received 
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, 
and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been 
fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one 
can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my 
father’s house— 28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not 
also come into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the 
prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone 
goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the 
dead.’”  
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Schoolhouse Rock and “Interjections!”1 
 
I’m just a bill, I’m only a bill and I’m sitting here on Capitol Hill.  

• I'm just a bill. 

Yes, I'm only a bill. 

And I'm sitting here on Capitol Hill. 

Well, it's a long, long journey 

To the capital city. 

It's a long, long wait 

While I'm sitting in committee, 

But I know I'll be a law some day 

At least I hope and pray that I will 

But today I am still just a bill. 

 

Conjunction Junction, what’s your function? Hooking up words and phrases and 

clauses. . .  

• Conjunction Junction, what's your function? 

Hooking up words and phrases and clauses. 

Conjunction Junction, how's that function?  

I got three favorite cars That get most of my job 

done. 

Conjunction Junction, what's their function? 

I got "and", "but", and "or", They'll get you pretty far. 

 

Do you remember Schoolhouse Rock? 

 Schoolhouse Rock was a collection of animated songs and videos that aired on 
Saturday mornings between cartoons. They first aired from 1973-1981 (an 8 year 
period), then came back in the 1990s, and now are available on YouTube, so different 
generations know and remember the jingles.  

The concept came about when a jazz musician (Bob Dorough) was 
approached in 1971 by a New York advertising executive who was concerned that 
his sons could not multiply. He asked him to set the multiplication tables to music.  
So, this musician ended up writing “Three’s a Magic Number” and other well-known 
videos. He also voiced many of them.2 They taught kids about civics, English, and 
math.  

 
1 Lyrics and images from Schoolhouse Rock 
2 Kevin Bohn, “’I’m just a bill:’ Schoolhouse Rock, 40 years later, sill teaches generations.” Posted at 
CNN, January 15, 2013.  
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“I’m Just a Bill” featured a talking “bill” that explained to a boy how he could 
only become a law by passing both houses of Congress and then going to the 
White House hoping the president would sign him. 

“Conjunction Junction” used train cars named “and,” “but” and “or” that 
illustrated how a conjunction connected words, phrases, and clauses. 

Interjections show excitement or emotion.  

• Interjections 
Show excitement, 
Or emotion. . .  

• So when you're happy 
Or sad 
Or frightened 
Or mad 
Or excited 
Or glad 
An interjection starts a sentence right! 

“Interjections” explained how exclamations like “Hooray!,” Wow!,” or “Rats!” 
start a sentence right when you’re expressing excitement or strong emotions. An 
interjection is what we’ve got here as we begin the Old Testament reading from Amos. 
Alas. It’s actually repeated—verse 1 and then again in verse 4.  

“Alas!” is not really a regular part of our speech, though the intent is likely clear. 
Like “Wow!” or “Rats!,” it gets your attention. It’s an expression of regret or concern or 
unhappiness. It’s an exclamation which, in this case, functions as a warning.  

• “Look out! You’ll cause yourself trouble if you get enamored with your wealth and 
lose touch with others.” 

Amos, Prophet in the 8th Century BCE, and Jesus in Luke 

 Amos is a prophet in the 8th century BCE who warns his audience about the lure 
or appeal of wealth and the dangers of greed. Luke describes Jesus telling a story 
about the cluelessness or indifference of this Rich Man. He doesn’t even notice 
Lazarus, even though Lazarus sits, day after day right outside his gates.  

What do you think about the way in which we in our time and culture view money 
and wealth? How do we view those who are rich and poor and how do we respond to 
them? 

• What kind of grip do the “love of money”3 and greed have on us?  

• Are we as clueless as the Rich Man was about Lazarus? 

• What would you say is the relevance of this warning about money and 
greed within our culture? 

 
3 An illusion to the day’s designated epistle reading from 1 Timothy 6:6-19, especially v. 10. 
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While you think about that, here’s another piece to consider: A person in an 
online forum recently posed a question:4 (Incidentally, I didn’t go searching for this; it 
came up in my general news feed.) 

• "Poor people, what's the most comically out-of-touch 'advice' you've been 
given by someone wealthier?"  

Here are some of the responses: 

• "A mom said to my mom, who's a single mother with three kids: 'You should just 
stop working if you are so stressed about it.'" 

• “'[You should just] move to a cheaper state.'  

o They say it as if it’s [as easy as] changing deodorant brands." 

• "'If you think gas is too expensive, just buy an electric car.'  

o If I'm unable to pay $50 for a tank of gas, I'm certainly not going to be able 
to buy a new car, whether it's electric or not." 

• "'Just put it on a credit card.'  

o A friend told me [this] after I told her I couldn't afford to fly to Mexico with 
her for spring break. I told her I'd still have to pay it off and she looked at 
me with the most confused look on her face." 

If these examples are representative of the gap between rich and poor and the 
cluelessness or state of being out of touch that results, then I’d say the warning from 
Amos and the story from Jesus in Luke are universal warnings that cross easily from 
their time and culture to our own. We’re not that much different.  

Is that persuasive enough? If not, if the Rich Man in Jesus’ story seems too 
self-absorbed or too callous to be real, then how would we assess the gap between 
those who are like the Rich Man and Lazarus of our day? How broad is that gap? How 
clueless are we or with what level of (dis-)regard do we treat those who are poor?  

About 10 days ago, politicians in Florida and Texas loaded up a bunch of 
immigrants and shipped them to Martha’s Vineyard and to the doorstep of Vice 
President Kamala Harris. Through deception, they are taking those who have already 
experienced trauma and desperation and who have been displaced by violence or 
unrest in their home countries and are subjecting them to additional disorientation and 
trauma. Their behavior shows they value trying to make a political point more than 
caring for people in need and treating them with basic human dignity. Their behavior 
showed they viewed this as more of a game with points to be awarded rather than 

 
4 Ryan Schocket: Non-Rich People Are Sharing Out-Of-Touch Advice That Rich People Need To Just 
Stop Giving.” Posted September 17, 2022 at BuzzFeed.  
https://www.buzzfeed.com/ryanschocket2/out-of-touch-advice-from-rich-people 
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taking on social and economic challenges, and working together to create proposals 
and solve problems and secure a brighter future for all.5 

What’s the “Claim of the Text?” 

 So what difference does this all make? How shall we live differently as a 
result of grappling with this text? In whom or what do we place our trust? What’s 
the good news? 

 The Lectionary provides a thematic unity across the readings about the lure of 
wealth and the danger of greed. There is so much in these readings that merits our 
continued reflection. They are challenging readings for us to hear. Amos addresses 
those who  

• lie on beds of ivory 

• lounge on their couches 

• eat lambs from the flock, and  

• calves from the stall;  

• 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp 

• [and] drink wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils 

He sees that in their luxury and leisure, they have ignored or overlooked those 
who suffer. The reference to “The ruin of Joseph is not exactly clear, but, like the Rich 
Man in Luke, the description shows them to be self-absorbed and isolated from those 
around them. 

Our Self-Perception  

We may not perceive ourselves to be wealthy. Among us in our community, we 
do vary in our particular economic circumstances.  

While there are variations in economic circumstance among us in our particular 
church community and across the region in which we live, in the larger world economy, 
we are all rich. Most of us drive in personal cars. We don’t have to struggle for fresh 
drinking water. To varying degrees, we have access to education and to some level of 
medical care. Like those in the description in Amos, most of us have time for leisure. 
We travel. We have a long life expectancy.   

  

 
5 “On Wednesday, September 14th, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis chartered a plane to drop off 50 
Venezuelan refugees in Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts. This flight arrived with no notice to local 
officials or communities. Thursday morning, on the heels of DeSantis’s actions, Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott chartered two buses of asylum seekers to arrive at the gate of Vice President Kamala Harris’ 
residence.” From Church World Service: “CWS Decries DeSantis and Abbott’s Stunts as Immoral and 
Harmful to Asylum Seekers.” Press release September 15, 2022.  
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Stewardship of all of Life 

 What’s the Good News? The Good News is the invitation to us to order our lives 
around money and wealth in a particular way. The additional reading for the day from 1 
Timothy urges us [do not]  

“. . . set [your] hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God 

who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.   

. . .do good, be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share . . . 

(1 Timothy 6:17-18). 

 God invites us to look at life as stewards. The resources available to us are to be 
viewed not as our own to control and hoard, but as gifts with which we are entrusted to 
share and use wisely.  

 We’ve talked about the lure or snare of wealth or greed—but wealth as a 
resource is also a gift, able to be used for good.  

 When we talked about our culture and its similarities or differences to Amos in 
the 8th century BCE or to Jesus’ time in Luke in the first century, we observed that we 
humans are pretty alike across the centuries in our relationship with money. 

 Our culture rewards acquisition. By the rules and incentives of our culture, it’s a 
way of keeping score and determining, to some degree, who is the best or the smartest 
or even the most noble.  

 Our culture rewards consumption and equates consumption with worth. 
Endless advertisements teach us that buying and using is the way to happiness and 
that we’re “worth it.” We are bombarded with messages that attach worth to 
consumption.  

 In contrast, the grace of God invites us into a relationship of stewardship. We are 
invited into stewardship, but the warnings are also present because wealth and greed 
are alluring and sneaky.  

• We have the interjection “Alas!” from Amos which alerts and cautions us. 

• We have the words of warning from 1 Timothy, which call greed a “temptation” or 
“trap,” that can “plunge people into ruin and destruction” and  

• From Jesus in Luke, we have the example of how clueless and callous we can 
be when the pursuit of wealth consumes us.  

 We’re invited to place our trust in God and view resources as gifts entrusted to us 
to be wisely used, but the warnings are there because the allure and the threat are 
constant as well.  

 As we recognize both the threat or danger as well as the blessing and 
opportunity of being a steward, let’s end with positive examples, one big and global, and 
one feasible and local, both signs of hope that can make a difference: 
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• Patagonia founder Yvon Chouinard and his family are giving away their 
ownership in the company he started some 50 years ago. They design, create, 
and sell outdoor adventure clothing and gear.  

• The company’s non-voting stock, worth close to $3 billion, will be owned by a 
collective that will direct profits to fight climate change. The company expects to 
contribute about $100 million a year.6 

• Our “God’s Work. Our Hands” projects from 2 weeks ago: In Shepherd Hall, 
we gathered to create “Blessing Bags” with peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, 
chips, an apple, a bottle of water, and hand-written notes. Different people took 
the Blessing Bags to pass out at local parks and other places where people 
gather. 

We assembled personal hygiene kits to be distributed by the Eddy House in 
their work with unhoused teens and young adults. 

These are direct projects—by definition, they are “hands-on” projects that help 
people to see each other while also treating another person with dignity.   

Let us properly order and value the resources and relationships with which we 
have been blessed and wisely use the gifts God has given.  

 

 

 
6 Lora Kolodny. “Patagonia founder just donated the entire company, worth $3 billion, to fight climate 
change.” Published at CNBC on Wednesday, September 14, 2022. 
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/09/14/patagonia-founder-donates-entire-company-to-fight-climate-
change.html 

 


