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Pastor Scott Trevithick 
Date: August 28, 2022, Yr. C 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Text:  Luke 14:1, 7-14  
Title:  Seeing God in the Unexpected  
Focus:  Where do we expect to see God or encounter God? Jesus suggests we may 
see and experience God in unexpected places and unexpected people. God repeatedly 
lifts up the lowly or outsider; this is how or through whom God chooses to work.  
Looking for God in the unexpected will reshape the way we see things and how we 
respond to others.  
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 14:1, 7-14 

1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to 

eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at 
the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by 
your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this 
person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10But 
when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the 
presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12He said also to the one 
who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends 
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, 
and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  

 

What if God Was One of Us? 

 In 1995, American singer Joan Osborne sang a song called “One of Us.” Do you 
remember it? Here’s the refrain: 

What if God was one of us? 
Just a slob like one of us 
Just a stranger on the bus 
Tryin' to make his way home? 

 It became a hit single from her debut album. It peaked at number four on the 
US Billboard Hot 100 and earned three Grammy nominations. "One of Us" was also a 
hit around the world, topping the charts in Australia, Belgium, Canada, and Sweden, 
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reaching number six on the UK Singles Chart, and becoming a top-20 hit in at least 12 
other countries.1  

The musical genre is hard to classify in that it doesn’t neatly fit a particular style. 
The song is (or she as an artist) is folksy, bluesy, rock, and pop. . . but it’s definitely not 
a straight-up popular Christian contemporary song. And she’s not identified as a 
Christian artist.  

 To me, that adds the song’s appeal and is a part of what I’m trying to say about 
keeping an eye out for God in unexpected places. Some Church people were a bit 
cranky when the song came out and gained such popularity. Some were cranky 
because they thought it was sacrilegious or disrespectful in some way. I’m inclined to 
think otherwise—that it has a fresh, imaginative way of pondering about God or who 
God is or how God is active in the world.  

And if some would say that it’s scandalous that God would artistically be 
described as “a slob like one of us” or “a stranger on the bus,” then I’d counter and say 
isn’t that the whole point of the incarnation? That, in the mystery of God, God chose to 
become fully human and experience all of human life as Jesus.  

 Here’s how that mystery or wonder of the incarnation is described in Philippians: 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a 

slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 

form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 

death— even death on a cross. (Phil. 2:5-8). 

  Here’s what she herself said about the song’s appeal. Her description touches on 
both its musical or artistic appeal as well as its lyrical expression—how it reflects human 
pondering about God:2 

“It had this catchy melody in the guitar and the lyrics were asking you a question 
the way a little kid tugs on your sleeve to ask a very basic question, like the time 
my daughter asked me, ‘Mommy, when did time begin?’ People felt like they 
weren’t being preached to; they were being asked a question and allowed to 
come up with their own answer. It was a way to talk about spirituality without a 
loaded agenda.”  

• The song invites us to reflect on how we see God active in the world or in whom 
we see God active.  

• “Where might we encounter God?”  

  

 
1 Wikipedia entry, “One of Us.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_of_Us_(Joan_Osborne_song) 
2 Geoffrey Himes, “Joan Osborne: The Wonder that Follow the Hit,” posted at Paste Magazine on Sept. 
17, 2020. https://www.pastemagazine.com/music/joan-osborne/joan-osborne-the-wonder-that-follows-the-
hit/ 
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Jesus Watching on the Sabbath 

 As the gospel text from today opens, Jesus has accepted an invitation to a meal 
at the house of a leader of the Pharisees. One of the key details is that it is the Sabbath.  

 Describing the setting, Luke the narrator tells us, “They were watching him 
closely” (Luke 14:1).  

 Why were they watching him so closely? 

Without explicitly saying exactly why, Luke provides enough context for us to get 
it:  

• In the passage from Luke 13 you all read last week with Pr. Kate Freeman, Jesus 
got in trouble with the religious rule keepers because he healed a woman on the 
Sabbath when she had been bent over for 18 years (Luke 13:10-17) 

• Today’s designated Lectionary reading has a gap in it: in verse 1 we get the 
setting and then the text skips to verses 7-14. The omitted portion (Luke 14:2-6) 
continues the conversation about healing on the Sabbath.  

So, the context to this reading today is two episodes with conflict over what’s 
permissible on the Sabbath. People sense the tension or conflict building and they are 
watching him closely because they want to see what will happen next. Is Jesus going to 
break the rules about the Sabbath again? Are the temple leaders going to call him out?  

But there’s a shift in who’s watching whom: While they are watching Jesus 
closely, he is in turn watching their behavior. He’s watching how they interact with each 
other. He observes the way they follow the social customs about honor and position.  

• Jesus notices people jockeying for positions of honor—trying to seat themselves 
closer to the host or honored guest.  

He tells them a brief parable about a wedding banquet as a response to that 
observation (v. 7). 

 

vv. 8-11 The parable and its meaning: It would be better to start at a lower position 
and be asked to move up rather than experience shame in having to move down.  

I imagine that his first-century audience hearing this could have nodded their 
heads, seeing the practical wisdom in this advice. They lived in a culture oriented by 
honor and shame in which there was a place for everyone and everyone was in his or 
her place.  

So when Jesus comes along and first gives advice about not overreaching 
yourself in terms of your social status, they could see the wisdom or the benefit of that. 
They could follow the logic: “ 

• “Who would want to embarrass themselves by creating a situation in which the 
host would ask you to move to a lower place on the seating chart?” 

But Jesus continues, shifting from the parable and what the audience may have 
seen as its practical wisdom—and turned to advise his host. 
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Here’s where the message shifts from something that his audience could 
recognize and appreciate to something that had to have sounded completely wacky, 
nutty cuckoo.  

• Jesus goes on to advise his host – his host- in a time and place where respect 
for your host is everything! –  

• He basically tells him, “Don’t invite just so that invitation can be reciprocated but 
invite those who cannot repay you.” 

• Invite the undesirables of the world 

• And now Jesus’ advice suddenly seems a bit crazy or, worse, offensive.3  

In a world where the exchange of mutual obligations was not just expected but 
actually common sense, who in their right mind would squander their status and 
privilege on those who can offer nothing in return? It’s absurd, foolish, even ludicrous. 

• Which is probably how you know it’s of God. 

Jesus, who humbled himself. . .  

 This is where Joan Osborne’s song One of Us comes back in for me. . .  

 Because in her fresh and quirky way, her song is getting us to think about how 
God works in the world and how or in whom we may see God at work.  

What if God was one of us? 
Just a slob like one of us 
Just a stranger on the bus 

• God chose to enter the human condition as a needy, dependent infant. 

• God chose to work through unwed teenage Mary and carpenter Joseph.  

• Jesus chose fishermen and tax collectors and regular folks among his closest 
followers. They were all flawed.  

• Hasn’t God ironically done the surprising and unexpected all along? 

So, God’s upside-down, topsy-turvy way runs contrary or counter to the 
norms or values of the first century and of our own.  

 Whether it’s in his instruction in this passage or as a summary of his whole 
approach, Jesus presents an entirely different way of being, a new and different way of 
relating to each other or caring for one another without regard for that other person’s 
status as commonly defined or without expectation of repayment or reciprocation.  

Joan Osborne’s song is appealing to me because she seems to be proposing the 
same thing—that God is present in those from whom you might least expect it.  

• Can we see people with the eyes that God might see them? 

 
3 See David Lose, Luke 14:7-14 from Daily Bread, posted October 29, 2013, at In the Meantime 
https://www.davidlose.net/2013/10/luke-14-7-14/ 
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• Can we see that God might be in them or working in them? 

Expectations and Surprises 

I read a delightful story about 2 weeks ago about expectations and surprises that 
seems to fit what we’ve been saying about how God works. 

Pastor Zeena Regis has been a hospice chaplain for about 10 years. She writes 
that about once a week when she introduces herself to patients and their families she 
hears them say, “But you don’t look like a chaplain.”4 

 She explains to her readers, who don’t have the ability to see her as her patients 
do when she steps into their room:  

• I am relatively young 

• I am a Black woman 

• I stand just 4 feet, 11 inches 

 

“In one particularly vivid interaction, a stunned patient uttered, ‘When I heard a 
chaplain was coming, they didn’t tell me she’d look like Rudy Huxtable!’” 

And here’s what she concludes, in a way that brings insight and life to our 
passage: 

I learned very early on in my ministry not to take offense to these exclamations. 
Most hospice admissions are emotionally fraught, after a long journey of 
diagnostic tests, debilitating illness, medical treatments and constant caregiving. I 
observed that I didn’t need a quick retort. I simply needed to smile and to be the 
chaplain that I was called to be for them. I was there to create a holy space, free 
of judgment and full of permission to discover and to heal in this final phase of life. 

The longer I served in the role, the more I saw that not looking like a chaplain is a 
gift and an invitation for others to see God in unexpected places. I am humbled 
that the last hand that many of my patients held at the end of their life was mine, a 
Black woman’s. In those moments, it didn’t matter what I looked like, it just 
mattered that I was there, that I was a vessel for God’s love and care. 

Thanks be to God for the joy and pleasure of surprises. Thanks be to God for the 
grace that is present in and through the way that God works in others. There is grace in 
unexpected places—in the gift of human interactions when we are willing to be surprised. 
May we be open to see God at work in surprising ways.  

 

 

 
4 Zeena Regis, “Claiming Space,” Posted August 5, 2022 in Presbyterian Outlook. https://pres-
outlook.org/2022/08/claiming-space/ 


