
Preaching for Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, NV         
Pastor Scott Trevithick 
Date: July 3, 2022 Year C  4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Text: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 Jesus Sends Out 70 
Title: Offering Peace (in the Kingdom of God) 

Focus: Jesus send out disciples to offer peace as a sign of the kingdom/reign of God.  

Gospel Reading: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

10After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 
every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, “The harvest 
is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into 
the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the 
road.  6And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; 
but if not, it will return to you. 7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever 
they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to 
house. 8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before 
you; 9cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near 
to you.’ 10But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its 
streets and say, 11‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in 
protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ 16“Whoever 
listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects 
me rejects the one who sent me.” 

17The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to 
us!” 18He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19See, 
I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the 
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”  

 

Commissioning Disciples 

 In today’s gospel passage, Jesus sends out 70 disciples who are commissioned 
to go ahead of him to towns and places he himself expects to visit later. (Or perhaps 
there are 72 disciples. There is a variation in ancient texts that most Bibles would have 
a footnote to explain.) 

 The passage is from the opening verses of chapter 10 of Luke and follows the 
reading which you all read last week with Pastor Kate Freeman from the end of chapter 
9. One of the clues about this connection, besides simply the proximity of the two 
passages, is the opening here in chapter 10,  

• “After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in 
pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go” (Luke 10:1). 
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o “After this” connects chapter 10 to chapter 9.  The narrative clues reinforce 
our next observation—that in both passages Jesus is commissioning and 
sending disciples.   

o “The Lord appointed 70 others” ties this back to similar actions in chapter 
9: (“Others” reminds readers of those who were similarly appointed 
before.) 

▪ “Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and 
authority over all demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them 
out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal” (Luke 9:1-2). 

▪ “52And he sent messengers ahead of him . . .” (Luke 9:52). 

• In chapter 8, Jesus is himself bringing good news of God’s kingdom. The 12 
disciples as well as other primary supporters were with him. This group included 
several women, some mentioned by name: 

o Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and 
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with 
him, 2as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and 
infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone 
out, 3and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and 
many others, who provided for them out of their resources (Luke 8:1-3). 

o Both men and women were a part of his mission and were entrusted to 
support and share in that mission. 

The description of what Jesus has done in chapter 8 and 9 form a background to 
what Jesus is doing here in chapter 10 to continue to commission disciples.  

Are the Instructions Confusing? 

 There are a whole lot of specific instruction in this passage related to what these 
disciples shall do when they go out. Do you find so much instruction confusing?  

• “He said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, ask 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest”  

o There is some sense of urgency: Does this indicate a crisis? Put in a more 
positive way, is it a challenge or opportunity to which Jesus things they are 
well-prepared? 

• “Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of 
wolves” (10:3).  

o Yikes! That’s a bit ominous! But are they words of warning or should they 
inspire confidence that one is ready for a challenge or is it something else 
altogether? 

• “Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road.”  

o This instruction makes a bit more sense as a reflection of the hospitality 
that they should expect in the homes that they will visit and the partnership 
which they are seeking.  
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• Still, though, there are parts that are confusing: “Greet no one on the road?” 
Does that suggest they shall be single-minded in their focus and not distracted, 
or something else? That would be in keeping with Jesus’ own orientation—in 
chapter 9, Jesus is described as having “set his face to Jerusalem,” which is a 
statement of his determination. (See Luke 9:51, 53) 

So… what is Jesus saying? What does he mean? How might his instructions to 
his followers in the first century inform the lives of those of us living in the twenty-first? 

 When I first read the passage, one of the questions I asked myself was  

• There is a lot of instruction—is something primary?   

In responding to that question—in terms of identifying a focus, I recognized that 
Jesus gave instruction about what they shall do when they actually get to a house and 
have that encounter with others: 

• 5Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’  

“First say this” is a clue to me that emphasizes that this is most important. The 
message that I most want people to hear is the extending of peace. 

 Peace. Offering peace. Extending peace. Peace is a desire for wholeness, for 
wellness in body and soul. Peace in relationships.  

 How does that sound to you?  

Like a welcome offer, I would guess, because over these last few months, I 
would expect that most of us are feeling burdened rather than at peace. In so many 
settings in our lives, we are not at peace.  

• We have seen that everyday places are not places of peace, but division and 
violence: Far too many of our streets, stores, schools, and places of worship 
have been dangerous or even deadly.1  

o Recent violence with schools, churches, and grocery stores have been 
everyday settings in which people were killed. 

• January 6 hearings remind us of US political division and attempt to use 
violence to overturn election results. The January 6 actions are a threat to 
democracy itself—the ability of people to have self-determination about 
leadership and governance.  

• Distress over recent Supreme Court rulings, both for what they mean for the 
present and for anxiety over additional erosion of control over basic decisions 
affecting our lives.  

We have a longing for peace—we want to feel, and we would seek for all our 
neighbors to feel or experience peace and safety in our lives.  

 
1 See comments by Cory Driver in his Lectionary Blog.  
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 In this passage, the offering of peace or the extending of peace is connected to 
God’s reign or God’s kingdom. Jesus talks about how people might respond to this offer 
of peace: 

When they would say, “Peace to this house,” and if a peaceful person was there, 
some of the disciples’ peace would rest on that person. If there wasn’t a peaceful 
person in the house, the disciples’ peace would return to them. Either way, the disciple 
was to stay in that house as long as she or he stayed in the town. 

 When we talk about trying to determine what’s most important in a passage, 
repetition is one of the clues we look for. Jesus tells these disciples who will be sent out 
that when they offer or extend peace, and then see how people would respond, the next 
part of their message will be to say to them. . . ‘The kingdom of God has come near to 
you.’  

 They won’t all be receptive to this:  

10But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its 
streets and say, 11‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off 
in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’  

God’s reign (or “the kingdom of God”) is arriving in this world or coming about 
through Jesus’ ministry and, ultimately, in his death, resurrection, and exaltation 

 What are places of peace or how might people and places reflect the reign 
of God or what God intends in this world?  

 That has to do with the receptivity of a place to hearing this message of peace 
and the coming of the kingdom of God in Jesus.  

 Jesus instructed these the disciples how they could gauge the receptivity of the 
town as a whole.  

• If the disciples and their message were received, they should heal the sick and 
announce the good news that the kingdom of God was near.  

• If they weren’t received, the disciples should publicly wipe the dust of that town 
from their feet and proclaim the bad news (for that town, anyway) that the 
kingdom of God was near. Jesus sent his disciples ahead of him to identify cities 
of peace that welcomed strangers as blessings and were curious about—rather 
than threatened by—the kingdom of God. 

The Gospel message of the offering of peace and the nearness of the kingdom of 
God in the coming of Jesus is still true. What are we, as the body of Christ, doing to 
offer or extend peace as a reflection of the kingdom of God?  
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Charlie Meredith with Senegalese flag  

 This passage has to do with Jesus commissioning and sending out 
disciples to offer peace and share the good news that with the 
coming of Jesus, the Kingdom of God has drawn near.  

 As we talk about commissioning and sending out, it seems fitting to 
tell you that Charlie Meredith, a 20-something young adult from our 
congregation, will be going to the west African country of Senegal in 
September to work with a partner church there through an ELCA 
program called Young Adults in Global Mission. 

 Charlie is the son of Lori Meredith. Lori is the sister of Irene Heinemeier, which 
makes Charlie the nephew of Irene and former pastor Jim Heinemeier.  

 The design of the Young Adult in Global Mission typifies some of the 
instructions given in the passage, such as the emphasis on partnership and working 
together.  

From the YAGM website:2  

A year of service through the Young Adults in Global Mission program invites 
young adults to become the hands and feet of Jesus in the world, providing 
critical support to ministries and projects in communities of need. It also invites 
volunteers into a journey of self-reflection, providing space to consider their 
sense of identity, God’s work in the world, and their place within it all. 

Young adults serve in the spirit of accompaniment, walking alongside global 
companions in a manner that practices mutuality, interdependence and solidarity. 
Areas of service include, but are not limited to, health and development, 
congregational ministry, human rights, education, homelessness, addiction 
recovery, women’s issues and children and youth. All site placements provide 
opportunities for young adults to confront issues of wealth and poverty, racial 
privilege, economic disparity and globalization, all through the lens of faith. 

Partners (In Senegal) 

The ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program is hosted by the Lutheran 
Church of Senegal (LCS) and Senegalese Lutheran Development Services 
(SLDS). The Lutheran church is about 50 years old and encompasses many new 
and more established congregations taking shape throughout the country. In 
addition, LCS is engaged in local language education, community development 
and interfaith relationships. Young adults serving with the Lutheran Church are 
primarily placed alongside Lutheran ministry leaders and programs. 

Senegalese Lutheran Development Services cover a wide breadth of 
development work currently taking place in the country. SLDS primarily works in 
three areas: primary health care, education and community development. Young 

 
2 https://www.elca.org/our-work/global-mission/young-adults-in-global-mission 
Also focus on Senegal: https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Mission/Young-Adults-in-Global-
Mission/Senegal 

https://www.elca.org/our-work/global-mission/young-adults-in-global-mission
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adults serving with SLDS will be living and working with both Christian and 
Muslim colleagues and families. 

Each young adult will also be connected with a local congregation of the 
Lutheran Church in Senegal. Young adults are encouraged to participate in the 
life of the congregation and the church, which may include teaching English, 
participating in youth camps, and learning about Bible translation and literacy 
work. 

Because Senegal is largely Sufi Muslim, young adult volunteers will also be 
immersed in interfaith relationships and work and live alongside Muslims daily. 
Volunteers will learn what it means to be a religious minority and how community 
faith leaders in Senegal are working together to serve those who are 
marginalized. 

Good Shepherd support:  

The total cost for his service year is $15,000 and YAGM encourages its 
participants/volunteers to fund-raise $5000 to help off-set this program costs.  

The Endowment Granting Team has given Charlie a $1000 grant towards these 
program costs.  We’d like to help Charlie raise an additional $1,000-$4,000 from 
within our congregation.    

During Charlie’s time in Senegal, he will be blogging about his experience and he 
intends to share it with his LCGS family.  He asks that we provide prayer and spiritual 
support during this time.   

 As we think about God’s call to us, sometimes there are particular things to which 
we might be commissioned. Jesus commissioned these 70 to bring a message of peace 
as a sign of God’s kingdom. We commission young adults like Charlie and, even as we 
gather for worship, we are strengthened by our worship, nurtured and fed at this table, 
and then sent out into the world that we might display God’s love for the world.  

 

 

 

 


