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John 13:31-35 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. 
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as 
I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

Who went out?  

• I gave away the answer to the question I want to ask you.  

Today’s gospel passage begins “31When he had gone out. . .” 

If you were writing an essay, and you wrote a sentence like that with a pronoun 

hanging out there all by itself, an English teacher like Mrs. Vessey would take a red pen 

and circle that “he” and would write in the margin, “Reference?” 

That proofreader’s or English Teacher’s comment would mean, “Who is ‘he’? To 

whom does that ‘he’ refer?”  

“To whom does he refer?” Well, as I said, I’ve sort of given away the answer to 

that question in the sermon title, What Happened When Judas Left the Room? 

Our designated Lectionary passage begins in the middle of a story—that’s why 

we have this pronoun he without an immediate reference. Though I’ve given away the 

answer to the question, we can also discover it by backing up in chapter 13 so we get 

more of the story. It is Judas who had gone out. Judas was the one leaving the room.  

• Do you know why Judas left?  

Jesus was gathered around the table in John’s account of Jesus’ last supper with 

the disciples. He knew who was going to betray him (v. 11) and at the meal, he said to 

the disciples that the one who would betray him was the one to whom he would give the 

piece of bread dipped in the bowl (v. 26). 

Judas was the one who received that bread. Then Judas left the room after 

Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to do.” (v. 27).  

Judas Left the Room—What Happened Next? 
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 So, let’s summarize the context and then clarify what’s happening in our 

passage:  

• Jesus knows who is going to betray him—it’s Judas. 

• Jesus tells him something like, “Go do what you gotta do.” 

• Judas left the room—he “went out.” 

What happened next?  

• Jesus starts talking about mission—about the important things that were going 

to happen next. He talked about how God is going to be glorified (How God is 

going to be revealed or made known might be another way of thinking of this). 

God is going to be glorified in what happens next (vv. 31-32). 

• Jesus speaks to them with tenderness and affection, calling them “Little 

children,” a term of familial affection.  He expresses concern for them because 

he knows he’s going to die (v. 33) 

• He then talks about love. He instructs them to love one another in the way that 

he has loved them. Everyone will know that they belong to him if they 

demonstrate love for one another (vv. 34-35). 

I just want to point out how crazy and radical this is:  

• Jesus knows who is going to betray him. 

• Judas leaves to get ready to go do that. 

• Jesus talks about God being revealed in all of this and Jesus with affection to 

them all about demonstrating love for one another. 

Have you been Disrespected, Disregarded, Had Your Trust Broken?  

• Have you ever been lied to? 

• Disregarded or disrespected? 

• Betrayed? 

• Have you had people say one thing to you, such as being sweet to you, and then 

gone and talked about you to others in a blaming or harmful way? 

• Have you had your trust broken?  

Of course you have. I have. I expect that you have also learned that we can be 

hurt the most by the people who know us the best. There is an inherent vulnerability 

when you get to know someone and of course that trust or your self-disclosure or 

vulnerability means that people who know us the best or to whom we are the closest 

also have the ability to harm us the most.  

When people have mistreated me—and clearly not anything as harmful as an act 

of betrayal that contributed to my death—I know that I wasn’t ready to talk about love. I 

wasn’t ready to speak with terms of affection to others who had their own part in 

harming me.  
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Jesus’ Pattern in John 13 of Knowing and Responding 

 There is this remarkable pattern in John chapter 13. Gospel writer John talks 

about all the things that Jesus knew and then how he responded to that knowledge. 

Here are some of the things Jesus knew and how he responded: 

• He knows that his hour has come to depart from this world and go to his Father 

(John 13:1a).  

o How does he respond? “Having loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end” (13:1b).  

• He knows that the Father has given all things into his hands, and that he has 

come from God and is going to God (13:3).  

o How does he respond? He gets up from the table and takes on the role of 

a slave, washing his disciples’ dusty, dirty feet. 

• Jesus also knows who is about to betray him (John 13:11), and he is very 

troubled by this knowledge (13:21).  

o How does he respond? He announces to the others that this betrayal is 

about to happen, and then proceeds to feed Judas, who will betray him:  

“So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of 

Simon Iscariot” (13:26). Judas then leaves to do his dirty work, and the 

narrator adds, “and it was night” (13:30). 

 That’s the action in chapter 13 that provides the context for today’s part of the 

story. That’s where we get the context for that hanging pronoun he: “When he (Judas) 

had gone out, Jesus said… ”  

 

 Think back to what we said a moment ago about times when we have been 

wronged, harmed, disrespected, betrayed. 

 The one who has harmed you has just left the room. Now is your time to let 

loose. Now is your time to get it off your chest. Now is your time to vent and get it all 

out: 

• “Can you believe that jerk?” 

• “After all I’ve done for him!” 

• “Time and time again I’ve reached out to him, stuck my neck out for him, and 

what does he do? He turns on me when I most need him!” 

 

Reflecting on your own experience or your own tendencies, if you were thinking 

of what Jesus might do next, you might expect a speech about how evil Judas is and 

how awful the consequences will be for Jesus.  

But Jesus instead focuses on his mission and preparing his disciples for what is 

to come. He speaks of being glorified and of glorifying God (John 13:31-32).  
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He speaks to them in tender words, calling them “little children,” and trying to 

gently inform them that he will be with them only a little longer, and that where he is 

going, they cannot come (13:33). 

 

What Next?  

 This conversation continues after today’s designated Lectionary text, with Peter 

asking, “Lord, where are you going?” and Jesus responding, “Where I am going you 

cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward” (John 13:36). Peter responds, 

“Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you” (13:37), to which Jesus 

responds by predicting Peter’s denial of him (13:38). 

 So, another thing that Jesus knows is that Peter, one of his closest companions, 

will deny him. Yet what he says to them all are not words of blame for their past and 

future failures. Instead, he tries to prepare them for what is to come and, in the next 

section of the story in the coming chapters, promises them that although he will no 

longer be physically present with them, they will not be abandoned. He promises them 

the coming of God’s Spirit, whom he calls the Paraclete or the Advocate, who will teach 

and advise and comfort them. 

Summary—Jesus Knows and Responds 

• Jesus knows that Peter is going to deny that he knows him. Jesus responds by 

washing Peter’s feet.  

• Jesus knows Judas is going to betray him. Jesus responds by serving him 

dinner.  

• All of these disciples who will desert him and scatter in fear, and he will wash 

their feet, welcome them to the table, and serve them.  

How Does Jesus Ask Us to Respond? 

 We’ve talked already about how we might respond to the harm that’s done to us 

when we’ve been betrayed: 

• “What a jerk! Can you believe what he did to me?!” 

We are keenly aware of the difference between how Jesus has responded to 

personal harm and how we’ve responded or would be likely to respond. 

 And yet a part of this story is not just what Jesus does or how Jesus responds, 

but what he instructs and calls his followers to do, too: 

• 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another.  
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• This mirrors what Jesus has said earlier after washing their feet:  

o 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also 

should do as I have done to you. (John 13:14-15). 

• And there is another parallel to this in chapter 15:  

o 12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends (John 15:12-13).  

One more verse about love from the gospel of John? What would you say is the 

best-known verse in all of John, perhaps in all of scripture?  

• ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life (John 3:16).  

o The declaration of God’s love for the world and the demonstration of that 

in Jesus.  

What does it mean to “love one another?” Jesus demonstrates it. 

Loving one another encompasses the mundane; it means serving one another, 

even in the most menial tasks. On the other hand, this love encompasses heroic acts of 

great risk; it extends even to the point of giving one’s life for another. 

The love of which Jesus speaks, then, and which Jesus demonstrates in his life and 

death, is a love which extends from the mundane to the heroic and encompasses every 

kind of self-giving act in between. Jesus tells his disciples that it is by this kind of love 

that everyone will know that they are his disciples (John 13:35). 

Here in chapter 13, Jesus demonstrates his love for the same disciples who will fail him 

miserably.  

• Jesus washes and feeds Judas who will betray him,  

• He welcomes and serves Peter who will deny him 

• He does the same for all the rest who will fail to stand by him in his hour of 

greatest distress.  

The love that Jesus demonstrates is certainly not based on the merit of the 

recipients, and Jesus commands his disciples to love others in the same way. 
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We disciples of Jesus have continually fallen far short in our love for one another. As I 

thought about our shortcomings, I thought of the words of the Martin Luther’s A Might 

Fortress: 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing. 

Were not the right One on our side, the One of God’s own choosing. 

You ask who this may be? Christ Jesus it is he.  

 How shall people know that we belong to Jesus or follow him?  

• It’s not by theological correctness or precision 

• It’s not by moral purity 

• It’s not by impressive knowledge 

• It is by loving acts of service and sacrifice that point to the love of God for the 

world which is made known in Jesus.  

 


