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Title: Under God’s Wing 
Focus: God in Jesus desires to gather us under God’s wing, even when we wander.  

From Sanctified Art: God is our refuge. There is nothing that can separate you from 
God, or could keep God from gathering you in, protecting you fiercely. Jesus’ lament for 
Jerusalem is surprising given how he is treated by Jerusalem. And yet, no matter how 
much we try to separate ourselves from God, God will run to protect us. God’s love for 
us is fuller than we can imagine. 
 

Luke 13:31-35 

31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for 
Herod wants to kill you.” 32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am 
casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I 
finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because 
it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I 
desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you were not willing! 35See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see 
me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord.’”  

God is like. . .  

 Do you have a favorite TV game show?  

 I was visiting church member Dorothy this past week and we got talking about 
her favorite game shows. 

• She likes America Says. In that game, two teams compete against each other to 
guess the most popular answers to fill-in-the-blank questions. They’re trying to 
guess what other people have said.  

• We agreed that Jeopardy has the toughest questions. (Or I guess that’s the 
toughest answers.)  

• We talked about Wheel of Fortune. That’s the word puzzle game that’s like the 
game Hangman. Each round has a category and a word puzzle, with a blank for 
each letter and punctuation as needed. The word puzzle is a common phrase. 
Players guess consonants or “buy” vowels which they hope are a part of the 
phrase.  

o They keep guessing if the letter they guessed is in the puzzle.  
o They lose their turn if it’s not.  
o When enough letters have been revealed that they think they know the 

whole phrase, then they can attempt to solve the puzzle and win the cash 
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and prizes they’ve accumulated from spinning the wheel before each time 
they guess a letter.  

As we were talking about Wheel of Fortune, I told her that some recent 
contestants had a tough time solving what seemed to be a pretty easy puzzle based on 
how many letters were revealed.  See if you can get it:  

ANOTHER FEATHER  _N  YO_R  _AP (Displayed on the worship screen.) 

  ANOTHER FEATHER IN YOUR CAP 

• The first contestant to try to solve the puzzle said ANOTHER FEATHER IN 
YOUR HAT. 

• The next contestant guessed the letter “G.” 

• The next contestant hit BANKRUPT when spinning the wheel. 

• It was back to the first contestant, who guessed ANOTHER FEATHER IN YOUR 
LAP. 

Finally, one of them got it.  

YES! It’s ANOTHER FEATHER IN YOUR CAP! 

 Let’s try some more:   

• The Lord is my  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . I shall not want (Psalm 23:1)  
   S h e p h e r d 

• The Lord is my  _  _ _ _ and my salvation. (Psalm 62 and others)  
      R o c k 

• From today’s Psalm reading: “My _ _ _ _ _ and my fortress; my God, in whom I 
trust” (Psalm 91:2).    L i g h t  

• Jesus said, “I am the _ _ _ _ _  of life” (John 6:35, 48). 
  B r e a d 

• From today’s gospel text: God is like a _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _  
        M o t h e r    h e n. 

What is God Like? Images of God 

 What is God like? How shall we describe God? What picture do you have in your 
head when you think of God? Or maybe it’s not a visual picture—maybe it’s a quality 
like trustworthy or dependable or loving.  

 These Wheel of Fortune-like puzzles I just showed you are of course drawn from 
scripture with images or pictures or descriptive words for God.  

 That last one, “God is like a mother hen” is from today’s gospel reading.  

Jesus “Set his face” to go to Jerusalem 

 On Transfiguration Sunday, just two weeks ago (and 4 chapters ago in Luke), I 
talked about how confusing that event—the Transfiguration--was and is. I pointed out 
how puzzling it was even for those like Peter who witnessed it firsthand.  
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 One of the things that helped us understand that event and that particular 
passage was understanding the context. One of the things that establishes that context 
is this summary statement which came later in chapter 9 which describes that Jesus is 
on this path that will lead to his death:  

• 51When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to 

go to Jerusalem.  
• “Set his face” is an expression which means he was determined. He is on a path 

or a mission and nothing will deter him.  
 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus is farther down that path. He is closer—both in 
geographic distance and in time, to the end of his life.  

He is so close, in fact, that the passage opens with the Pharisees coming to warn 
Jesus,  

• “Hey, you should get out of here—Herod wants you dead!”  

(Colloquial phrasing of Luke 13:31) 

 Jesus basically says,  

• “That may be, but I’ve got a job to do—right now I’m healing people and I’m 
not going to be dissuaded from finishing the rest of the job” (v. 32) 

• As we said before, “Jesus has set his face to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51). He is 
determined and nothing is going to stop him.  

Jesus the Mother Hen 

And in describing his determination, Jesus uses this wonderful image as a self-
description to give us a picture of how far he’s willing to go for our sake. Back to the 
puzzles—Jesus says, “I am like a mother hen.”  

• 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem . . . How often have I desired to gather your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 
were not willing! 

Is that a bit startling for you to hear? I wonder if I were to ask you for your own 
“Top Ten” list of images or pictures or names for Jesus if this one would make the list.  

I wonder if people even know or remember that this is in scripture.  

In Tuesday’s Bible study we were talking about other images for Jesus. One 
person recalled when Jesus says, “I am the bread of life.” That image for Jesus is 
memorable in part because in Lectionary Year B there are five consecutive Sundays 
with readings from the sixth chapter of John that mention the bread of life. (Most 
preachers would say that’s bit much!)   
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I would guess that mother hen is not the first image that comes to mind when you 
think about Jesus. One of the things that strikes me is that this is Jesus’ self-
description—he says it about himself.  

How do you hear this? Let’s linger with that image for a while. . .  

• Do you hear Jesus as the frustrated, yet loving, parent? 
o Do you hear his longing, his yearning: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, I have 

wanted to gather you close and protect you. . . and yet you were not 
willing.” 

I hear this as a parent: wanting what’s best for a child—of whatever age they 
happen to be. You see the choices they make. You see that those choices aren’t always 
the best—or at least they’re not the choices you would make—and yet you’re trying to 
find that right balance between holding too tightly and letting them run completely free.  

And so, you wonder like a mother hen:  

• Do they see the dangers that are out there? 

• Are they paying attention? Do they see the risks and assess them accurately? 

• Are they so stubborn wanting to find their own way that they seem to care about 
little else?  

• What happens if they make a mistake? And yet, if they don’t make mistakes, how 
will they learn and grow?  
 

And I got thinking about a mother hen and her chicks and their behavior:  

I asked myself if chicks imprint upon their mother, like I know baby ducklings do. 
It turns out they do. Imprinting is a critical early stage of development when baby 
chicks and ducklings and goslings form attachments and develop a concept of their own 
identity. They are born with a pre-programmed drive to imprint onto their mother.1  

The mother hen and the rooster will do their best to protect them from predators 
like birds of prey, raccoons, and snakes. The hen will also teach them how to forage for 
food and find things like bugs and fresh plant shoots. 
 So, I wonder, how far can chicks roam and still be under the protective gaze of 
the mother hen? How to close do they have to be for the mother hen to be able protect 
them? 

• I wonder: How far do we wander from Jesus? 

• I wonder: How carefully are we paying attention to the dangers and risks out 
there? 

• I wonder: How stubborn are we to assert our own way? 

• I wonder: What happens when we don’t make the best choices? 

 
1 See “Who’s Your Mama? The Science of Imprinting,” posted November 16, 2012. 
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/my-life-as-a-turkey-whos-your-mama-the-science-of-imprinting/7367/ 
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• We will make mistakes—I wonder: Will we learn from them? 
 

There’s a lot to think about with this image of Jesus as the Mother Hen, don’t you 
think?  

What’s the Good News? 

Remember that this passage opens with Jesus being warned that Herod wants to 
kill him. But Jesus has “set his face to Jerusalem.” He is determined; he will not be 
dissuaded. He has a job to do, and he’s determined to do it.  

The mother hen’s job is . . . slowly here. . .  

• To guard 

• To fiercely protect 

• To help them grow (And give them enough room to do so) 
 
What’s the good news? Jesus himself says, “I am like a mother hen.”  

• I am longing for you. I am yearning to guide and protect you.  

• I am ready and I am persistent. 

• Even when you are “unwilling,” I will seek to protect you. I am willing to offer 
myself for you.  

Here’s the good news:  

• No matter how far we roam or where we wander, Jesus doesn’t stop yearning for 
us, wanting to guard and protect us. 

What is God like or what is Jesus like? If we were asked that on a quiz show 
like America Says or asked to solve a puzzle with that as the phrase, it might not be the 
first answer we think of, but thanks be to God that Jesus is like a Mother Hen.   

 


