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Pastor Scott Trevithick 
Date:  February 20, 2022, Yr. C, 7th Sunday after Epiphany 
Text: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
Title: When Things are Broken . . .  
Focus: What do we do when things are broken? What do we do when relationships are 
broken, when we’ve been harmed, when we’ve hurt others, and when bitterness and 
estrangement continue? This story from Genesis about Joseph and his brothers offers 
some guidance and hope.  

First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 4Then Joseph said to his 
brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, 
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with 
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years 
in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve 
for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you 
who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 
‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do 
not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and 
your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that 
you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to 
come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to 
poverty.’ 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his 
brothers talked with him.  

Painful Family Stories 

 What are some memories from your school-aged years? What do you remember 
about your family from that time?  

I remember riding my blue Schwinn Stingray to Oak Grove Elementary School. I 
remember playing games after school in our backyard with my brothers and sisters and 
friends from our neighborhood. I remember my mom ringing a large handbell that we 
had, signaling us that it was time to come in, do our chores, and get ready for dinner. At 
different times, I had chores of watering plants, taking out the trash, and caring for our 
pets. We all helped with dinner or by doing the dishes afterwards.  

 I’d say my memories are mostly positive, but there were hard things, too. 
My mom died from breast cancer when I was 6. My dad got remarried. My second 
mom—her spouse had also died of cancer. It was not long after my first mother’s death 
that we were now a new blended family with two parents and six kids, three from each 
parent. We were growing up in the 1970s, and so my mom’s way of describing our 
family situation was that we were like the Brady Bunch. That, of course, is a reference 
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to the long-running TV series in which Mike and Carol Brady each had 3 kids when they 
got married. Their family story was re-told each time in the opening song that introduced 
each episode.  

Here's the story of a lovely lady1 
Who was bringing up three very lovely girls. 
All of them had hair of gold, like their mother, 
The youngest one in curls. 
 
Here's the story, of a man named Brady, 
Who was busy with three boys of his own, 
They were four men, living all together, 
Yet they were all alone.  
 
Till the one day when the lady met this fellow 
And they knew it was much more than a hunch, 
That this group must somehow form a family. 
That's the way we all became the Brady Bunch. 
 
The Brady Bunch, 
The Brady Bunch, 
That's the way we became the Brady Bunch. 

 
 However similar we were in family size and structure to the Brady Bunch, we 
were of course different in others. Life’s problems don’t get neatly solved like a 30-
minute TV show. I don’t think I need to elaborate—you can imagine that a blended 
family that had 6 children who had all experienced the death of a parent at a young age 
and two adults who had experienced with their spouse the tumultuous ups and downs of 
the progression of cancer from diagnosis to treatment to continued surgeries to death 
might have some hard times. And that was just one element of the challenges. There 
was also coming together as a new blended family with adapting to new roles and 
expectations and relationships and discovering where one fit in.  
 You likely have some positive memories from childhood and your family. I 
wouldn’t be surprised to hear there is some pain, too, in your family story. 

• Did you ever struggle to get along with your brothers and sisters? 

• Did you ever fight with them? 

• Did you experience jealousy among each other as brothers and sisters?  

• Did you ever hear something like, “Why can’t you be more like your sister? Why 
can’t you be more like your brother?” 

• Maybe whatever jealousy you experienced didn’t start with one another as 
siblings. It could be that jealousy was in part a response to parental favoritism.  

Families are a great blessing, and they can also be a place of significant 
brokenness and pain.   

 
1 source: https://www.lyricsondemand.com/tvthemes/thebradybunchlyrics.html 

https://www.lyricsondemand.com/tvthemes/thebradybunchlyrics.html
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Family Stories in Genesis 

 Today’s Old Testament reading from Genesis is also a family story. It’s one 
portion of the larger story of Joseph and his brothers told across Genesis from chapter 
37-50.  

Tell some of the back story of Joseph and his brothers. 

 As you think back to your own family story and some painful memories return to 
the surface, it may be comforting to know that there was pain in Joseph’s family story, 
too. I would expect the division and the pain that they knew exceeds whatever we have 
experienced.  

• There was tension and jealousy in his family even before he was born—the 
jealousy wasn’t just among the brothers.   

• Parental Favoritism: You could say that the jealousy started with their father 
Jacob. He definitely had favorites (among his wives, for instance) and this pattern 
continued when Joseph came along and grew up.  

o Earlier in Genesis, it straight up says,  

3Now [their father Jacob] loved Joseph more than any other of his 
children, because he was the son of his old age (Gen. 37:3).  

 You may recall that this favoritism was evident in tangible ways: his father, for 
instance  . . . made him a long robe with sleeves (Gen. 37:3). This is Joseph with “the 
amazing technicolor dreamcoat.”  

• Resentment: You can imagine what his brothers thought about that—they 
resented him.  

4“When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, 
they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him” (Gen 37:4). 

• Arrogance and self-centeredness: And Joseph didn’t do himself or his brothers 
any favors to try to foster better relationships among them: Instead of 
acknowledging their father’s favor and maybe trying to smooth things out or 
toning down his own attitude, he seemed to take some pleasure in it. He seemed 
to rub their noses in it.  

o He had these fanciful dreams in which he saw himself as the authority or 
the decision-maker. Instead of keeping his dreams to himself, he told them 
to his brothers, which you could understand would make them even more 
mad.  

He had dreams in which he saw objects bowing down to another object—
first sheaves of wheat in a field and then the sun, moon, and stars in the sky. He 
interpreted these as people, including his father and brothers, bowing down to 
him.  

o From Genesis 37: 5Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 
brothers, they hated him even more. 6He said to them, “Listen to this 
dream that I dreamed. 7There we were, binding sheaves in the field. 
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Suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright; then your sheaves gathered 
around it, and bowed down to my sheaf.”  
8His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Are you 
indeed to have dominion over us?” So they hated him even more 
because of his dreams and his words.  

o 9He had another dream, and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have 
had another dream: the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing 
down to me.”  

o 10But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked 
him, and said to him, “What kind of dream is this that you have had? Shall 
we indeed come, I and your mother and your brothers, and bow to the 
ground before you?” 11So his brothers were jealous of him . . .”  

 
One time his brothers were away watching over their father’s flocks. Jacob sent 

Joseph to them to see how they were doing: “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers 
and with the flock; and bring word back to me” (Gen. 37:14). 
 

As he discovered where they were and approached them, they saw him while he 
was still at a distance. Their anger and resentment had reached such a point that 
they wanted to kill him.  

At least one brother, Reuben, thought better of it. He suggested that the brothers 
simply throw Joseph in a well. He would then come back later to save him (37:21-22). 
He seemed to want to do the right thing but was too afraid of his brothers to suggest it 
outright.  Reuben went away thinking that he had saved Joseph 

Meanwhile, another brother, Judah, suggested that the brothers should sell 
Joseph into slavery. His chilling argument for slavery instead of outright murder was 
because Joseph was their brother, their own flesh (37:26-27). Judah spoke up, 
suggesting a less terrible—but still blatantly evil—path, and his brothers listened to him. 

When Reuben returned later to pull Joseph out of the pit, he was horrified to find 
that his brothers had acted in his absence (37:29). 

By this time, Joseph had been sold as a slave. This is how he ended up in Egypt, 
where he was sold to a man name Potiphar, who was the captain for Pharoah’s guard.  

Instead of killing him, they sold him into slavery. . .  

There was one additional deception: They had to offer an explanation to their 
father. They took Joseph’s coat or robe, smeared goat’s blood on it, and led him to 
believe that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal.  (Gen 37:31-35) 

When they presented the blood-stained robe to their father, they said, 

• “This we have found; see now whether it is your son’s robe or not.”   

They referred to Joseph as “your son” rather than by name or by acknowledging 
him as their brother.  

 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=511499692
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Joseph in Egypt 

 Joseph continued to experience ups and downs in Egypt. He was imprisoned 
after being falsely accused. He gained favor when the wardens put him in charge of the 
prisoners. After he correctly interpreting the dreams of a baker and a cupbearer he was 
released from prison to the palace. His wisdom interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams and his 
wisdom or gift for administration made Egypt the place where others from throughout 
the region went for help as the famine continue.  

Joseph and His Brothers in Egypt 

 He was now trusted by the Pharoah and basically put in charge of everything, 
which included managing the resources he had stockpiled during this famine. Now in a 
second year of drought, his brothers came to Egypt seeking help.  

 When they pleaded with Joseph for help, they did not know it was their brother. 
He did not initially reveal himself to them.  

 That leads us to today’s story in which Joseph finds it too hard to contain his 
emotions. He asks others in the chamber to excuse themselves so he can meet directly 
with his brothers.  

 Knowing that they had resented him and sold him into slavery, he now stood in 
power before them. He could do as he pleased, and no one would likely question him. It 
is a pivotal moment in the story and his brothers clearly feel the tension. Joseph made 
himself known to them and then asked if their father is still alive. 

 They can’t even answer him. In the NRSV which we read today, the English text 
says they were dismayed at his presence. That’s one way to translate the Hebrew verb, 
but it’s also terrified.  They knew what they had done and they knew Joseph had the 
power to snuff them out.  

Reconciliation and God’s Power 

• Joseph’s brothers plotted to kill him 

• They ended up selling him into slavery. 

• The pain brought about by their evil intent continued when they broke their 
father’s heart by deceiving him into thinking that Joseph was dead.  

Can you imagine relationships any more broken than that? 

 If our story and the story of Joseph and his brothers include brokenness and 
pain, how is it that they get turned around? In a world much in need of healing and 
reconciliation, what makes the difference? How are they reconciled? 

 What encouragement might we draw from the story of Joseph and his brothers 
for our own lives?  

Hope: I think this is a story of hope. Whatever pain and brokenness and estrangement 
you have experienced, may this story bring you hope. This story of pain and brokenness 
of Joseph and his brothers is included in Scripture and the story of their reconciliation is 
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included, too. May it be a sign of hope that even in the worst of circumstances, 
reconciliation is possible.  

Joseph acknowledged the wrongdoing. He named it to his brothers. His naming 
the wrongdoing lets them know that he sees it, acknowledges it, and that it’s not okay. 
It’s wrong.  

Joseph directs his brothers to come near. . . He tells them again that he is their 
brother, and he reassures them not to be distressed or angry. . . because you sold me 
into Egypt. (Gen 45:4,5). 

Reconciliation includes truth-telling and acknowledging the truth, even when it’s 
painful. Joseph acknowledged the truth about the past and by telling them that the 
famine had 5 more years, he told them the truth about what they present and what they 
could expect in the future, too. 

 Truth-telling is hard and too often people want to skip that part. “There can be no 
healing, no moving forward until the wounds of the past and their effect on the present 
and future are openly, honestly, and truthfully addressed.”2 

Joseph had power how did he use it? He takes his own role in reconciliation. 
From his position of power, he arranges for his father to come to Egypt, he offers gifts to 
his brothers and their families, and he provides a place for them to live. Reconciliation 
includes action and not just words.  

He acknowledges that they intended him harm, but makes a powerful affirmation: 
What you intended for evil, God turned in to the good.  

• Three times in this passage, he refers to God’s power to bring good out of the 
harm that his brothers intended. “You sold me here; . . . God sent me before you 
to preserve life.” (Gen. 45:5, 7, 8) 

At the end of Genesis, Joseph repeats this affirmation about God’s power to 
overcome human evil. Their father Jacob has died, and his death renews the anxiety of 
the brothers, who fear that now that their father has died, Joseph will have no restraint 
on him and will have them killed.  

19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself 
will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking 
kindly to them (Gen. 50).  

 May this story comfort us and give us hope. When we are stuck in our pain and 
brokenness and when we are estranged from others, may we have hope that 
reconciliation is possible, that we can acknowledge the pain and tell the truth and do our 
part, and that God has power to bring good out of what humans have intended for evil. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
2 Pastor Alphonetta Wines in a commentary on this passage at Working Preacher, February 24, 2019. 
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/seventh-sunday-after-
epiphany-3/commentary-on-genesis-453-11-15 


