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Focus: This story with Jesus experiencing the crowd pressing in on him and the 

disciples being tired and frustrated may help us when we are likewise pressed in on. 

Simon Peter both acknowledges his weariness and frustration and also his willingness 

to trust Jesus for the next step.  

 

Gospel Reading: Luke 5:1-11 

1Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2he saw two boats there at the shore of the 
lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3He got into one 
of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the 
shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4When he had finished 
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a 
catch.” 5Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught 
nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6When they had done this, they 
caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7So they signaled their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, 
so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9For he and all who were with 
him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10and so also were James 
and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, 
“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 11When they had brought 
their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

What Sticks Out for You?  

 As we come to today’s gospel reading from Luke. . .  

• “What do you notice?” 

• “What sticks out to you?” 

• “Do you see any repeated words or themes?” 

These are some of the questions I may pose when reading the Bible together 
with a group, such as the Tuesday Bible study I lead. An open-ended, observation-
oriented question like this often gets the discussion flowing and leads to insights. 

There are benefits to studying in a group: 

• What one person notices or what sticks out to them may not have occurred to 
me. 
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• A question another person may have related to the text or stemming from the 
text may not have occurred to me.  

Another thing that can happen is that when reading a familiar text, we may have 
an insight about that text that never struck us before. Something may pop out to us that 
has never occurred to us before.  

When we talk about context when reading the Bible, we may mean that in many 
different ways.  

• There is the historical context of the setting of the story.  

• There’s the literary context, which is something we talked about last week when 
we noted that what Paul was saying about love in 1 Corinthians 13 is impacted 
by what he was saying about working together to overcome division in chapter 12 
and throughout the book. That led us to the insight, for example, that Paul is 
talking about love as an action which is a powerful force to overcome that 
division, rather than being limited as a passive feeling of fondness for another.  

There’s also the context of our own lives, which is that our perspective or 
what’s going on for us at a particular time affects how we read scripture or what sticks 
out to us.  

I think our own context may be a factor in what sticks out to us in reading this 
passage this day. At least I know it does for me.  

The Setting of the Text 

Jesus is at the Lake of Gennesaret (also called the Sea of Galilee) and the 
crowd was pressing in on him (v. 1).  

• “The crowd was pressing in on him.” 

• Is that something that sticks out to you or resonates for you? 

• What is “pressing in on you?” 

Maybe you are in a particular time or season of your life in which you feel things 
pressing in on you. Maybe it is balancing work and home life. You’re raising young 
children while working and maybe now working from home or children are “schooling 
from home” from time to time. Maybe that’s pressing in on you. 

Maybe your family life is not characterized by young children at home, but being 
sandwiched by caring for your growing young adult children on the one side and 
aging parents on the other.  

Maybe what’s pressing in on you is the constancy of responsibilities as a 
caregiver.  

Maybe you are a worker like a teacher who is contemplating early retirement 
because others haven’t prioritized your health. 

Maybe you are a health care professional with long shifts and unrelenting 
need. 
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Or maybe this is a time for all of us as we live through and constantly adapt to 
the COVID pandemic that we feel things pressing in on us. We have endured 
isolation and restrictions in some form for so long and we’ve experienced losses of 
gatherings and special events. Now we long for—what is it that we long for? Maybe we 
feel so tossed around that it is hard to say. If we recognize things are forever different 
from before, maybe we at least long for some measure of predictability rather than 
uncertainty.  

• The crowd was pressing in on Jesus. 

They wanted something. They were interested in what Jesus had to say—in his 
teaching; they were pressing in on him to hear the Word of God (v. 1). Drawing a hint 
from last chapter, chapter 4 of Luke, maybe they wanted to see him perform the kinds of 
miracles they had heard about from Capernaum. He healed a man in the synagogue at 
Capernaum: “And a report about him began to reach every place in the region” (Luke 
4:37. See also 4:23). 

Jesus Created Some Space 

 Back to the observation questions: What do you see next? 

• Jesus got into one of the two boats that was along the shore and asked Simon 
Peter to help him put out a little way from the shore. 

• Jesus created some space. 

• With whatever is pressing in on you, is there a way to create some space? 

What would that be? What would that look like? How might you do that—create 
some space? 

• Does some task—if that’s what’s pressing in on you—does it have to be done 
right now? 

• Is there a rest or break you can take? Is there way to interject Sabbath rest in 
there, even if just for a little while? 

Jesus pushed out a little bit from shore, created some space, sat down and 
taught the crowds, and then finished speaking.  

 Check out the next interaction: While Jesus had been teaching, Simon Peter 
and some other fishermen are nearby washing their nets. When Jesus finished, he 
called to Simon Peter to go out into the deep water and let down his nets for a catch.  

Did you hear what Simon Peter said?  

• “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing” (v. 5). 

• We already tried that and it didn’t work.  

• Jesus, I am tired. I have been doing this all night long.  

• I am a fisherman—I know what I’m doing. My livelihood depends on this. 
Besides, aren’t you a carpenter?  

• I am a little bit cranky. I just want to go home have something to eat and get 
some sleep. 
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I can imagine Peter saying something like that. And I appreciate that honesty. I’m 
glad that Peter can tell it like it is. Over and over in Scripture, I see that people are 
honest in that way and they don’t get scolded for it. I appreciate that honesty. 

But here’s the next thing that gets me: After expressing his honest frustration 
and fatigue, he also says 

• “Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets” (v. 5).  

So, back-to-back are these two expressions from Simon Peter: He is tired and 
frustrated and yet he also is willing to trust enough to do as Jesus says. 

So, what do you hear in this story? Is there a voice that is helpful to you? That 
maybe back-to-back in the same way as Simon Peter did, it is okay to express our 
weariness or frustration or fatigue. And also trust Jesus enough to listen for the next 
step. 

So, they went out “into the deep water.” That’s an interesting phrase, don’t you 
think, suggesting that there’s a place or a resource that might surprise even seasoned 
fishermen. They went out into the deep water and dropped their nets and were 
overwhelmed by the catch.  

• “They caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break” (v. 6). 

• There were so many fish that were overflowing the nets that it was too big for 
them to haul in. 
 

So, what did they do next?   

• 7So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And 
they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.  
 
They called for their partners.  

• In whatever may be pressing in on you or overwhelming you such that the nets 
are about to break, is there a way that you can signal your partners to come and 
help you shoulder the load?  

 

There is a lot to think about in this passage.  

Are you feeling weary? Pressed in on?  

The good news for me in this passage that I see in Simon Peter is that we can 
both express that weariness and are also invited to trust Jesus to listen for that next 
step.  

And thanks be to God for unexpected places of grace and abundance in the 
deep waters.  

And ask for help from your partners.  


