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Focus: What is revealed about Jesus in this story about the Wedding at Cana? What 

does this passage suggest about how Jesus would intend us to live? How would this 

theme of abundance, grace, and joy in this text and in the Gospel of John be lived out? 

 

Gospel Reading John 2:1-11 

1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine 
gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His 
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing there were six 
stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty 
gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the 
brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they 
took it. 9When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward 
called the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then 
the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine 
until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 
glory; and his disciples believed in him.  

Around the Dinner Table 

 Have you heard something like this in your childhood?  

• “You want to be a member of the Clean Plate Club, don’t you?” 

• “You need to finish your dinner because there are starving children in. . . (Insert 
whatever country or continent your parents used here)”  

• When I was older, Grandma and Grandpa T liked to take us out to eat for 
breakfast. Grandpa T would say, “Order what you eat and eat what you order.” 

o What that meant was “Order whatever you like, but be sure it’s what you 
want and be sure you eat it all.” 

• “It’s important to ‘Save for a rainy day.’” 
o Meaning: to reserve something, especially money, for use in a time of 

unforeseen difficulty, trouble, or need.   

• In another conversation I had this week, a church member talked about how his 
father demonstrated the benefit of self-discipline to him and nurtured the same 
habits in him. He said,  

o “My dad taught me ‘To live below my means,” which means of course, 
making choices to live within one’s current income, rather than one’s 
aspirations.  
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• One person in our Tuesday Bible study said that her parents described 
themselves, proudly, as “Tighter than bark on a tree” to describe how thrifty or 
frugal they were with their spending habits.  

What messages you received since your earliest childhood memories or what 
habits have been ingrained in you from family example and personal reinforcement?  

Ingrained Examples of Frugality 

I’ll tell you about some of mine.  

I have told you all some “Grandma T” stories recently. As I was growing up, we 
called my dad’s parents Grandma and Grandpa T for our family name Trevithick.  

Summary: Grandma and Grandpa T, who raised and provided for my dad 
and an extended family during the Great Depression and the War Years, modeled 
for me the value of living frugally. It is a habit that is deeply ingrained in me.  

They were both born in South Dakota. Grandpa T was born in a town called 
Egan in Moody County, SD. He was raised out of town on their family farm. In 1910, the 
year of his birth, the town population was 516. In 2020, it was about 275. Moody County 
population was 8700 in 1910 and about 6300 in 2020. Then and now, it is a small, 
sparsely populated area. 

Grandma T called herself a “City Girl,” but that’s defined in South Dakota terms. I 
think that primarily meant she lived in town rather than on a farm. Her town of Chester 
had a recent population of 260. Chester and Egan Are about 20 miles from each other.  

I think I’ve told you the story of how they, in December of 1937 loaded up a beat-
up pickup truck and a car with all of their stuff and my 3-year-old dad and Grandma T’s 
father Webster Latin Bergstresser and made the trek west to eventually settle in Long 
Beach, CA.  

They relocated for what I’m sure were common reasons in the mid-1930s—to 
seek better economic opportunities for themselves in the midst of the Depression. 
Grandma T graduated from what I think was called Teachers College and she worked in 
childcare and education. Having grown up on a farm and having an aptitude for fixing 
things, Grandpa T worked a variety of jobs over his lifetime. He worked on a crew 
installing piers along coastal California during the war years. He worked as a mechanic 
at San Pedro Motors, which I think was a GM dealership. In the post-war years, he 
owned a couple taxi cabs and hired drivers to work with him around the growing 
suburbs. He finished his working years working in buildings and grounds for the Long 
Beach school district.  

As I grew up, say when I was in high school and John and I went to visit, 
sometimes their saving, spending, and using habits were puzzling to me. Grandma T 
would save and reuse everything. Even after something seemed to have used up its 
purpose, Grandma T continued to save it, waiting to see if she could think of some other 
way it could be repurposed and be helpful to her. It was puzzling to me because I 
couldn’t see what purpose an item had. John and I would often help her clean up clutter 
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and organize things and sometimes she just seemed to have too much stuff in her small 
space. It took me a long time as I matured to piece together the family stories of 
her growing up in South Dakota in modest settings and then raising a family in 
the Depression and continuing into the austerity of the war years to understand 
her habits were long ingrained ones and were a product of her determination to 
make the best of so many challenging factors. She learned what you had to do to 
raise a family and care for the extended family that were also trying to get by.  

Her example and her habits shaped mine, too.  

Messages from our Church Heritage 

 We receive messages or are provided examples of saving, spending, using, and 
giving from our Church heritage as well as our family heritage.  

• Presbyterian Book of Order definition about “shun ostentation” about 
stewardship. 

The Presbyterian Book of Order is kind of like a congregation’s Constitution in 
the Lutheran Church. There’s a section in it called “The Foundations of Presbyterian 
Polity” which describes the theological and Biblical principles and values by which we 
intend to operate and make faithful decisions. There’s a line about stewardship which 
says that one of the “great themes of the Reformed tradition” with which we identify is 

“A faithful stewardship that shuns ostentation and seeks proper use of the gifts 
of God’s creation”1 

“Shun ostentation” What does that mean? It’s a bit of an old-fashioned term. 

• Shun would be to avoid or reject or turn away from  

• Ostentation would be an excessive or showy display, perhaps to attract attention 

One Presbyterian pastor and national leader wrote about this from a personal 
standpoint to try to describe how this inclination has affected her:  

Past PCUSA Co-Moderator Jan Edmiston in a blog post “Shunning Ostentation 
and How Calvinism Has Screwed with Me.” Posted Oct. 16, 2018.2 

We Presbyterians are taught to shun ostentation.   

We Presbyterians – and definitely we Edmistons (That’s her family name) – are 
not like [A prosperity gospel TV preacher] – or any other tradition that believes 
that displaying great wealth equals displaying one’s blessedness and therefore 
inspires others to aspire.   

(She writes, “I can feel my parents shudder in their graves as I type this.”) 

 
1 Presbyterian Book of Order, F-2.05 in the section on “The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity” 
2 https://achurchforstarvingartists.blog/2018/10/16/shunning-ostentation-how-calvinism-has-screwed-with-
me/ 
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Lutheran Parallels to this Tendency: 

Isn’t there a Lutheran parallel to this—maybe imbedded in the culture of sensible 
Midwesterners who don’t draw attention to themselves or who aren’t too “proud?”  

I’m delving into Lutheran church culture through this book called Growing Up 
Lutheran by authors and humorists Janet Letnes Martin and Suzann Johnson Nelson. 
They are both self-described midwestern, farm-raised Lutheran girls who “married good 
Scandinavian Lutheran boys from rural areas.” They were baptized Lutheran; went to 
Sunday School and Lutheran Bible Camps, attended Luther League and Luther League 
Conventions, and went to Lutheran colleges. They make the cast that “We are both 
experts on the topic of growing up Lutheran.”3  

 They say you can spot a “Conventional Lutheran” by all kinds of characteristics. 
One of which is “thinking that ‘Moderation in all things’ is a Bible verse” (p. 222).  
They are trying to convey that good Lutherans tend to operate by this ‘Moderation in all 
things” motto. It’s a reflection of unspoken values that seem to characterize Lutherans.  

“All things in moderation” would suggest that the key is not doing, having, or 
consuming too much of a certain thing.  

Joy, Grace, and Abundance in this Passage and in the Gospel of John 

 Just to be clear, I don’t think these characteristics—of “shunning ostentation” or 
living within one’s means or operating with moderation are bad things.  

 But in today’s text, Jesus provides an example that offers a counterbalance to 
such views and challenges those of us who are more structured and orderly--maybe 
even veering into rigid--to expand our perspective. Maybe there’s a way for me to better 
balance this structure and discipline with which I’ve been oriented to live with what 
Jesus displays in this story. . .  

The Wedding at Cana 

 Jesus is at this wedding in Cana. Weddings in the first century may have lasted a 
week. To run out of wine at a first century wedding would have been not just 
embarrassing, but disastrous. Wine was associated with blessing, joy, goodness, and 
more. To run out of wine would have felt like a curse, like you’d run out of blessing. At 
this wedding, this host is in jeopardy of appearing inhospitable.  

 Jesus’ mother (Interestingly, here and elsewhere in John’s gospel, she’s not 
called by name, but described in relationship to Jesus) comes to him with some urgency 
to inform him that the host is running out of wine. 

 Jesus says this is not his concern—he seems a bit irritated, but his mother is not 
distracted or dissuaded by this, but simply tells the servant to do as Jesus instructs. 
Without drawing attention to her reasoning, she knows that there is something that he 
can do.  

 
3 From the preface to their book. Caragana Press, Hastings, MN, 1997.  
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 What happens next? Crazy abundance and crazy-good quality.  

• Six water jars, each 20-30 gallons are filled to the brim. That’s somewhere 
between 120-180 gallons—a crazy huge amount of wine. 

• When the wine is taken to the chief steward, who does not know where it has 
come from, he is startled, declaring it to be of the finest quality.  

o “Usually, people bring out the cheap stuff when the guests are too drunk 
to notice, but you all have saved the best for now.”  

 What is Gospel Writer John Revealing about Jesus? 

This is Jesus’ first public act in the gospel of John. We tend to place greater 
importance on the first thing in a story or a sequence of stories. The first thing sets the 
tone for what is to follow. They give us a hint or a preview of what is most important to 
the author or storyteller.  

The gospels each begin with an introduction, an encounter with John the Baptist, 
and a calling of the first disciples. Then, each of the four gospels tells a different aspect 
or story of the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  

Each of the four gospels starts with some kind of introduction, an encounter with 
John the Baptist, and then some form of a calling of the first disciples. And then each 
marks the move to Jesus’ ministry by describing a particular event. 

• In Mark, Jesus casts out an unclean spirit. He heals the man.  

• In Matthew, Jesus teaches in the Sermon on the Mount. He comes across like 
he is Moses on the mountaintop.  

• In Luke, Jesus preaches in the temple and proclaims that he is the one who will 
heal and feed and release the captives and bring good news to the poor.  

Here in the gospel of John, Jesus goes to a wedding. The story or the gospel 
does not begin like any of the others. There’s no healing or preaching or teaching. It’s 
just a wedding. Why would John start the story off like that?  It’s a move that invites our 
imagination:  

• I wonder why John did that—what’s he trying to say about who Jesus is?  

• What does he want to reveal about Jesus?  

There’s something of a clue earlier in John. There’s a line from John’s prologue, 
the introduction to this story about Jesus:  

• 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace (John 1:16). 

Not just Grace, but “grace upon grace.” Like the word grace isn’t even big 
enough to convey what I mean. I’m going to have to say, “Grace upon grace,” like it’s so 
big and wide it’s like a party with 180 gallons of the very best wine overflowing the huge 
jars.  
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Here’s another funny thing about the word grace in the gospel of John: After 
being used 4 times in the opening chapter, it’s not used again in the rest of the book.4 
Grace is not mentioned, but it functions as a theme word over the course of the book—
the writer seems to be saying, “I’m going to talk about it here at the beginning, and then 
over the rest of the book, I’m not going to use the word grace, but I’m going to show you 
or reveal it to you. I’m going to demonstrate it: This is what Jesus is like.    

Invited to Self-Reflection 

 I think those personal and family traits that seem to be a part of my Trevithick 
side of the family are deeply ingrained in me. I think I’m always going to be guided by 
them. Frugal, thrifty, waste not-want not, shun ostentation or everything in moderation, 
whatever you may call it.  

 There was another influence in my family heritage that provided me another 
model. I remember when I was in college my Grandpa Moes, my mother’s father, more 
than once gave me a gift for my birthday. A card with a check in it with his hand-written 
instructions on the card to “Spend it frivolously.” 

 Most college-aged young adults probably wouldn’t have a hard time doing that. 
Most probably wouldn’t need to be so instructed. But I think he knew something about 
me and my habits, that even with his instructions, I’d have a hard time doing that—just 
letting loose with that (letting loose as much as $100 may go) and having fun—just to 
have fun. 

 I think that’s what Jesus is inviting us to do, too. To celebrate God’s grace and 
abundance that overflows like 180 gallons of the finest wine.  

 Maybe there are some of us that don’t have any difficultly with that kind of 
invitation. Maybe some of us need a bit more structure and orderliness. And maybe 
some need to hear what gospel writer John is revealing about Jesus: 

Here is “grace upon grace.” Come and see! I want you to taste and see that the 
Lord is good. I want you welcome that kind of grace and abundance. I want you 
to live with that kind of joy.  

 May we welcome and respond to that kind of invitation.  

 

 

4 The 4 times are bunched up in just 4 verses: “14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 

have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” (John 1:14-17). 

 


