
Preaching for Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd        Scott Trevithick 
Date: November 7, 2021, Year B All Saints Sunday 
Text: John 11:32-44 
Title: God with Us 
Focus: God accompanies us in all seasons of life, even bearing sorrow and weeping 

with us, as upon the death of Lazarus. In the song Borning Cry, hymn writer John 

Ylvisaker assumes the perspective of God and says, “I was there. . .” at all of your life’s 

milestones. Today we remember those beloved saints who have died as well as 

celebrate God’s presence in baptism.  

 

Gospel Reading: John 11:32-44 

32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take 
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is 
a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so 
that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.”  

 

Today is All Saints Sunday 

Each year on the first Sunday in November we mark All Saints Day. All Saints 

Day has its origins in the 4th century when the Church began marking the anniversary 

date of the death of those who had died for their faith, those who had been “martyred.” 

As there were more and more people whom the church wanted to honor and there was 

a desire to honor or “venerate” all who had died, a common day was established to 

remember all the faithful.  

The meaning of All Saints has expanded from the early centuries; it’s not just 

saints who have been martyred for their faith. All Saints Day is a day to remember 

those, both living and those who have died, who have been “saints,” those who have 
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been faithful followers of Jesus--famous or perhaps known only to us. We give glory to 

God for the ordinary, holy lives of believers in every age.  

On All Saints Day we remember and give thanks for those saints who have 

nurtured us in faith, who have died in this last year, or whose life and death continue to 

impact us, whether it’s been a year or many more since they have died. We will 

particularly recall those 11 members of Good Shepherd who have died in the last 12 

months.  

• We remember 

• We give thanks 

• We grieve 

Baptism, too, on the Same Day—Does that Fit? 

Today at the 11 a.m. service, we will baptize Logan (age 10) and Ella (age 7), 

who are the children of James and Dana Grigg.  

I wonder if it strikes you as odd that we would mark All Saints Day and celebrate 

Baptism on the same day. Does that seem odd? As though we are grieving one event 

or circumstance—the loss of those whom we love—while also celebrating God’s grace 

and love and new beginning in baptism?  

As it happened, celebrating a baptism this day wasn’t by intentional design, but 

by family request. It was a date that worked out well for the Grigg family. However odd it 

may initially sound or however the date was established, I can’t think of anything more 

fitting.  

God is Present with Us 

Celebrating these baptisms on the same day as All Saints’ remembrance and 

grieving is in part a remarkable theological statement about God’s presence with us in 

all of life’s milestones and stages. It echoes the affirmation embedded in the gospel 

text—that Jesus weeps with those who weep and grieves with those who grieve.  

Martha, Mary, Lazarus, and Jesus—Jesus weeps 

The story of Mary and Martha and Lazarus actually begins at the beginning of 

chapter 11. These three are siblings who live in a town called Bethany. When Jesus is 

in a neighboring town, Mary and Martha send word to Jesus that Lazarus is sick: “He 

whom you love is ill” (John 11:3). 

When Jesus is talking with the disciples about Mary and Martha‘s message, he 

tells them that he will stay where he is for two more days because this event—or what’s 



3 

 

going to happen next—is intended for God’s glory (11:4-5). He knows what he’s going 

to do or what will happen. This will glorify God and demonstrate Jesus as God’s Son. 

 

We affirm by faith that Jesus is “fully human” and also “fully God” or “fully divine.” 

This passage provides a glimpse of Jesus displaying both those natures. We see the 

power of God working in Jesus who raises Lazarus from the dead. We also see the 

deep identification of Jesus with human loss and grief as he weeps at the death of his 

friend.  

It is striking to me that “Jesus weeps” or “began to weep,” as it is translated here 

in the NRSV, even when he knew that he had the power to raise Lazarus from the dead. 

The text says (twice) that Jesus was “greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved” 

(11:33, 38). Jesus, moved by the death of his friend Lazarus, experiences the depth of 

human emotions and responses as the Incarnate God. How remarkable is it that the 

divine presence in Jesus would be moved by human grief and would begin to weep?! 

So, on this day on which we remember and give thanks for and grieve the loss of 

those whom we have loved as saints at Good Shepherd and in our individual lives, let 

us also rejoice that God is present with us in Jesus and shares in both our grief and 

walks with us through all of life‘s milestones. 

Borning Cry 

 Borning Cry, the hymn/folk song we sang earlier today also underscores God’s 

presence with us in all of life’s milestones.  

The author and composer is John Ylvisaker ih-l-v-ih-s-ah-k-eh-r  Ylvi-saker. 

He was born into a family of Lutheran pastors and leaders:  

• His grandfather Johannes (1845-1917), for whom he was named, was a long-

time New Testament professor at Luther Seminary. 

• His father Carl Berthold Ylvisaker (1896-1945) was a religion professor at 

Concordia College and the chair of that department. 

• His mother was the campus librarian.  

• His uncle Wilhelm was a pastor and later the 5th President of Luther College, 

where he himself had been a student. He was president for 14 years.1 

He composed Borning Cry in 1985 while he was working for the ALC, the 

American Lutheran Church, which was one of the predecessor bodies that joined to 

 
1 Luther College archives. https://www.luther.edu/archives/research/reference/lc-history/presidents/j-
wilhelm-ylvisaker/ 
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form the ELCA in 1988. He was a prolific songwriter, with at least 1000 songs to his 

credit. He created Borning Cry for a series on baptism they called “Reflections.” 

The song takes a unique perspective, not singing to God or about God, but 

addressing humanity from God’s point of view. The spirit of “Borning Cry” is one of a 

God who loved us from the beginning of time and continues to love us throughout the 

seasons of our life. 

Like the gospel text which displays both Jesus’ divine and human natures, the 

text of Borning Cry represents both God’s creative power and majesty or that God 

transcends time, and also affirms the intimacy of God’s steady presence.  

Baptismal Promises  

 Baptism affirms God’s presence and grace in our lives and our response to that 

grace. As we said last week in talking about grace, God is the one who takes the 

initiative or the action in reaching out to us in grace and then we respond.  

 In the baptismal order, both parents and the gathered congregation make 

promises to reflect their response to God and to recognize their responsibility to the 

newly baptized to nurture them in faith: 

• Parents: Do you promise to help Logan and Ella grow in the Christian faith and 

life? 

• Congregation: People of God, do you promise to support Logan and Ella and 

pray for them in their new life in Christ? 

o We promise to help nurture them in this community of faith in the same 

way we give thanks for those saints who have touched our lives.  

Today’s scripture reading declares “Jesus wept” and Borning Cry sings, “I was 

there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old.  

Thanks be to God for God’s steadfast love in all the seasons of life.  

 

 


