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Text:  Mark 10:46-52 

Title:  Seeing Bartimaeus 
Focus: Many people spoke sternly to Bartimaeus, a beggar without status or power. 
Though Bartimaeus was blind, he ironically sees Jesus more clearly than others do. 
How often do we “speak sternly” to others, viewing them as an interruption or nuisance, 
and overlooking that they may be the ones who point us to what God is doing or to the 
Kingdom of God?  
 

Mark 10:46-52 

46They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he 
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out 
even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call 
him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is 
calling you.” 50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus 
said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My 
teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” 
Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.  

 

Speaking Sternly 

Sometimes there’s a word or phrase that sticks out to you in a passage and kind 

of works on you. It pokes at you and gets you to ponder what that means or how to 

make sense of it. 

When you heard the gospel passage from Mark today, did something stick out to 

you? There could be a number of things. . .   

 The phrase that stuck out to me in that way was how many in the crowd “sternly 

ordered [Bartimaeus] to be quiet.” (Mark 10:48).  

• Bartimaeus is a blind beggar who was sitting by the roadside. 

• He was economically dependent; there was no means for him to be self-

sustaining in their economic system.  

• That he was sitting along the roadside indicates he was socially isolated as well. 

He’s out on the road; he’s on the margins. He’s not in the center of town.  

• As Jesus and the disciples were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus heard that it was 

Jesus and called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
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• That’s when many in the crowd sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out 

even more loudly.  

One of the reasons that phrase—“sternly ordered”--stuck out to me is that it 

sounds so much like an encounter others had with Jesus which we read about just 3 

weeks ago on October 3 which is also in chapter 10 of Mark. (Mark 10:13-14):  

13People were bringing little children to [Jesus] in order that he might 

touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them.  

In today’s story, the verb is translated sternly ordered and in the story with the 

children it’s translated spoke sternly. The Greek verb is the same in both places.  

Original Word: ἐπιτιμάω; epitimaó (ep-ee-tee-mah'-o) 

It’s also translated as rebuked, and sometimes warned.  

In both cases, those who sternly ordered or who spoke sternly inserted 

themselves into the situation. No one asked them for input or what they thought. Before 

either the children and those who were with them or Bartimaeus reached Jesus, those 

who spoke sternly intercepted them and redirected them.  

In both cases, they took action to restrict access to Jesus.  

Why? The text doesn’t directly say—but why do you think that is? Why do you 

think they spoke sternly? That’s another reason why this phrase sticks out to me—I 

wonder why they did it (Why they sternly ordered.) 

They may have thought they were protecting Jesus. Maybe they thought they 

were helping him by screening out nuisances or interruptions from what was most 

important. There isn’t a specific explanation offered why, but there are commonalities to 

the stories that provide clues, including Jesus’ own response and comments.  

In both cases, Jesus responds decisively. When he sees that the disciples spoke 

sternly and prevented the children from coming to him by those who to those with them,  

“[He] was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do 

not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 

belongs.  (v. 14)  

• Indignant is a strong response, don’t you think? Indignation is righteous 

anger or it is feeling or showing anger or annoyance at what is perceived 

as unfair treatment. It’s a person saying or showing, “This is wrong.” You 

are indignant because it’s not right; it’s unjust.  
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47When [Bartimaeus] heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out 

and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  

48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, 

‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’  

Jesus stops: 

• 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.”  

• And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is 

calling you.”  

Why did they restrict access to Jesus? 

 I see these two sections in Mark chapter 10 --first with the children coming to 

Jesus for a blessing and then Bartimaeus asking for mercy—as parallels to each other. 

Mark doesn’t place them immediately back-to-back, but they’re near each other in 

chapter 10. They have striking similarities as stories, and one helps us understand the 

other.  

• Both groups approaching Jesus (the children and Bartimaeus) were people that 

others overlooked. They were people that others didn’t notice, others didn’t 

notice or see them.  

• They were low status. Social rules said that you didn’t have to pay attention to 

children or to blind beggars at the side of the road.  

So, depending on what set of social “rules” or norms you were using, it made 

sense that first the disciples and then others in the crowd stepped in to stop the children 

and then Bartimaeus from bugging Jesus.  

New “Rules” in the Kingdom of God 

Except that Jesus is operating under and has instituted a whole different set of 

“rules” in the Kingdom of God. He’s taught the disciples something different, saying to 

them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their 

rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so 

among you. . .” That is also from Mark 10 (10:42-43a), and was a part of the 

Lectionary passage designated for last Sunday. 

When the disciples “spoke sternly” to those who brought the children to Jesus, he 

further explained: “It is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs” (Mark 10:14). 

  The disciples and then some in the crowd were saying by their actions,  
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• These people don’t matter. They’re on the outside. We don’t have to account for 

them. We don’t have to include them. It’s no big deal; we just send them on their 

way.  

• Jesus became indignant and Jesus stopped and called out to Bartimaeus. Jesus 

is saying “You’ve got it all wrong! That’s backwards from the way we do things in 

the Kingdom of God. They are the whole reason why I came. It is to the 

overlooked and unseen that I came.” 

Jesus says of those on the margins or those who are overlooked . . . “It is to such 

as these that the kingdom of God belongs” (Mark 10:14). If we’re overlooking them, if 

we’re speaking sternly to them because we think we know what’s best or because we 

have some idea that we’re paternalistically protecting Jesus, then we’re missing the 

mark. Jesus came for the overlooked and the vulnerable and the powerless and the 

ones without status whether you’re talking about first-century rules or 21st century social 

rules.  

The themes and stories within chapter 10, and really, across boarder sections of 

Mark, are parallel or repetitive because the disciples are slow to “get it.” Even those 

following Jesus most closely are having a hard time orienting themselves to what Jesus 

is doing or will do and the “rules” by which he is operating as Messiah and how he 

wants his followers to operate.  

The disciples are slow to get it, but I think we have the same orientation or same 

ingrained habits that the disciples do. Jesus is saying that the Kingdom of God or what 

God is doing in the world includes and is even most active around overlooked people, 

people on the outside, people on the margins.  

 The disciples and many in the crowd are speaking sternly  to children and blind 

beggar Bartimaeus. They want to shush them or send them away. But Jesus says, “Pay 

attention!” or “Let them come to me!” because these are the one who “get it.” These are 

the ones who get what God is doing in the world.  

• Who are we overlooking? Who are we missing? Who is it that we are not seeing? 

Who are we mistakenly ignoring while we think that we have it all figured out, 

when in actuality we’re ignoring the ones who can point us most closely to what 

God is doing?  

Seeing Bartimaeus 

There’s some irony to point out in this passage. Bartimaeus is introduced as a 

blind beggar, the one who can’t see.  
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And yet, in another way, the blind man was the one who saw Jesus most clearly, 

calling him, “Son of David,” which is affirmation of faith which places Jesus in the line of 

King David.  

And the sermon title, “Seeing Bartimaeus” is a bit of a play on words itself. The 

title is meant to refer to how Bartimaeus sees Jesus as the rightful king and also 

prompts us to ask if we are able to see him—see Bartimaeus--and others like him. 

Do we overlook others around us, viewing them as a nuisance or an interruption 

from our “real work” or, maybe more importantly, from the work or mission of Jesus and 

the way in which we share in that work in the Kingdom of God?  

Jesus says of the children, “It is to such as these that the Kingdom of God 

belongs” and let’s think about the place or role of Bartimaeus as well:  

 

• He was transformed; he was “made well.”  (v. 52). Transformed by this encounter 

with Jesus, he moved from being a blind beggar sitting on the roadside to 

following Jesus on the way. 

Mark’s gospel is concerned with following Jesus. Discipleship is about following. 

Remember the rich man who approached Jesus? (A story which is also in Mark chapter 

10) When Jesus invited him to follow, “he went away grieving, for he had many 

possessions (Mark 10:22).  

When Bartimaeus encountered Jesus, he actually “sprang up” and threw off his 

cloak, perhaps the only thing of value he had, and continued to approach Jesus. After 

healing Bartimaeus, Jesus told him, “Go,” (v. 52), but what Bartimaeus did was follow 

Jesus “on the way” (v. 52). 

The one who was blind, who was overlooked or whom no one could “see,” he 

followed as a disciple. He was transformed from one who was alongside the road to one 

following on the way.  

Maybe those whom we are overlooking are the very ones to whom the kingdom 

belongs. Maybe the ones who can’t see or whom we can’t see are the ones who are 

following Jesus with the most courage. Maybe these are the very ones who can point us 

to what God is doing in the world. 

 

 


