
Preaching for Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd     Pastor Scott Trevithick 
Date:  July 25,2021, Yr. B “Christmas in July” 
Text:  John 1:1-18 
Title: The Presence of God 
Focus: John describes the amazing intimacy into which we are invited in the mystery of 
the incarnation. Can we also embody that grace for others?  
 

John 1:1-18: The Word Became Flesh  

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world.  

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

15(John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after 
me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) 16From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart,* who has made him known. 

 

What’s Startling? 

 We have been planning this “Christmas in July” service for many weeks. We’ve 
been announcing it to you all for the last 2 or 3 weeks. I knew it was coming. . . But on 
Friday afternoon when I came into the sanctuary, it was still startling to move from the 
welcome space into the sanctuary and see these great blue banners and the poinsettias 
and Christmas trees around the altar. It was startling. 

Vicki Rye and Deanna Gaunt had been working in here to prepare the space for 
worship. I of course knew about this service, and I knew about our preparation for the 
space, but seeing it all was still startling. 

javascript:void(0);


2 

 

 What was your impression when you first came into the space? If you are 
worshiping from home and maybe you heard and maybe you didn’t hear about our 
Christmas in July service, what was your impression when you heard the carols or saw 
the banners or the Christmas trees? 

And what about these scripture texts? For instance, when you heard the 
Christmas story told by the children through their video what did you think? Is hearing 
that story just as startling? Do we hear these familiar stories and texts, but hear them in 
a fresh way because were unaccustomed to hearing them during the heat of July? 

The children’s story is largely drawn from the Gospel of Luke where we learn of 
the decree of Cesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. Where we learn of 
Mary and Joseph trekking with others to Bethlehem, “because [Joseph] was descended 
from the house and family of David” (Luke 2:4).  

 What we heard from the children and likely have in our heads of the Christmas 
story or what we hear Linus telling on the stage for the Christmas pageant told by the 
Charles Schultz Peanuts gang is from the Gospel of Luke. And then we hear a bit of 
Matthew as in the children’s video of the visit of the Wiseman. It’s actually a bit later 
when Jesus is a young child when the wise men reach Jesus, but it’s a part of the story 
of the coming of Jesus and the impact on people. 

And gospel writer John has his own way of telling the story.  In John there is no 
visit of the angel Gabriel to Mary. There is no trekking to Bethlehem. There is no visit of 
the wisemen. John has his own way of describing the coming of Jesus, and it is startling 
too.  

John doesn’t tell the whole genealogical history of Jesus like Matthew does, but 
John does establish who Jesus is. This one whom John refers to as the Word was in 
the beginning with God and was God. 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God (John 1:1-2). 

This one who was a part of creation and who was with God and who was and is 
God is now coming into the world. This one became flesh and lived among us (v. 14).  

Let’s use the startling impact of hearing the Scriptures help us with John reflect 
on the big meaning of Christmas and what it means for Jesus to come into this world. 

“The Word Became Flesh” –what does that mean? 

• What does it mean and what does it mean to you that God chose to enter 
our world in Jesus? Is that a story you could tell? 
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Yesterday there were about 30 of us from Good Shepherd who marched in the 
Reno pride parade. We were one of just 4 churches or faith communities from the Reno 
Sparks area who participated in the parade.1 

What does the Christmas story mean for our participation in the pride parade and 
the love of God for the world? What does the incarnation mean for people who find that 
their identity doesn’t quite fit the traditional understanding? 

One of the participants in our Tuesday Bible study made an observation about 
the text that I think addresses that. The word that stuck out to him in the text was the 
word all in verse 4, 7, and 12.  

• “What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people.” (vv. 3b-4) 

• “7[John] came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him” (v. 7).  

• “12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God. . .” (v. 12) 

He noted the repetition and said this good word of the incarnation is for all; this 
good word is for all people. 

Our church welcome statement, which we read last week and which we seek to 
live out declares, “Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel 
unwelcome by the church.”  

With John, let’s think about what the coming of Jesus means for us and for this 
world. 

In a moment, I’d like to show you a video clip. . .  

The presented in this clip is the Reverend Dr. Rodger Nishioka, He is presently a 
pastor at a large church in Prairie Village, Kansas. His early career was focused on 
youth and young adult ministry at both a local and national level, and then he became a 
professor of Christian education at Columbia Theological Seminary near Atlanta. His 
role in that place was to thoughtfully prepare seminarians for service as ordained 
pastors in the church. In a video clip, recorded while he was on the Columbia faculty, he 
tells the story of one of his students in a CPE program (Clinical pastoral education.) This 
student is working as a chaplain at Grady Memorial Hospital in Atlanta. Dr. Nishioka 
tells her story. . .  

Show video segment 1. Insert clip from 20:21 – 21:492  

 
1 First Congregational, Temple Sinai, Unitarian Universalist, and Good Shepherd, according to 
https://northernnevadapride.org/parade 
2 The Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka—21st Century Reformation, a presentation to the Montreat Community. 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-mo4rtZdKk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-mo4rtZdKk
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He tells the story of this CPE student at Grady Memorial in Atlanta. On her 3rd 
day she walks into a room and introduces herself to a couple in their 80s. . . The 
gentleman replies “This has been my wife of 66 years. And last week she stopped 
recognizing me. If you can help me understand how God is in the midst of this and how 
I’m supposed to wake up in the morning after she dies and goes to heaven when I 
haven’t spent one night away from her in 66 years, if you can help me understand that, 
chaplain, then you can stay. If you can’t, then I’d prefer you just move on.”  

• Stop at 21:49 and pause to talk about the situation.  
o What would you do? 
o What would you say? 

What does it mean that Jesus has come into the world?  

Show video segment 2 from 21:49 to 23:21 

I think the story Rodger/Dr. Nishioka tells is not just about this young chaplain or 
about this older couple. . . 

This story is about . . . The Word became flesh and lived among us (v. 14). The 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us. The Word became flesh and stayed with us. 
The Word who was with God and who was God became like one of us to fully identify 
with what it means to be human. This is good news for all God’s people.  

In the second clip, Rodger Nishioka says his own impulse may have been to 
search for some word of scripture and in an exaggerated manner he says how stupid 
that would’ve been. 

There  of course is a time for pointing out a word of scripture, but the hyperbole 
of his response shows that she had the gifts to recognize that wasn’t the thing that was 
needed. It was to simply be with his family and to recognize the pain that they were 
experiencing. And in doing so in her personal presence she embodied the presence of 
God in that moment. 

The word became flesh and lived among us. 

This is Good News for us. This is Good News for all of us. This is Good News for 
the whole world.  

Can we ourselves, like the chaplain in the story, embody this Good News 
ourselves? Can we, in our presence with those who are hurting and estranged (which is 
all of us at least some of the time), can we embody the presence of a loving God who 
chose to come into the world.  

This is startling Good News any time of the year. Thanks be to God.  

 

 


