Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form
First Sunday in Advent (Ad Te Levavi)
3 December 2023

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Gracious Lord, awaken Your saints from sleep and idleness as we enter another Church Year. Encourage the
preachers of Your Word and all who hear, for salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. Give
boldness and faithfulness to Matthew, our Synod president; Brian, our district president; John, our circuit
visitor; and all pastors in Christ. Renew the faith and quicken the love of all Christians to cast off the works of
darkness, put on Jesus Christ and live as children of the eternal day. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord of love, visit our homes and defend us from the temptation to walk in the works of darkness. Clothe us
with the armor of light. Preserve the single in holiness, and lead husbands and wives to love one another and
raise their children in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, behold our nation and its leaders and protect our armed forces, taking them under Your care and
blessing. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Visit us in Your compassion, O Lord. Deliver the sick from their infirmity, the troubled from their afflictions,
the grieving from their sorrow and the dying from their fear. May all who cry to You receive grace according to

Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, You declared that the days were coming when You would accomplish our salvation, and in Your time
You caused Your Son, the righteous Branch, to spring up for David. By Your grace, keep us joined as branches
to Christ, that we might bear fruit until the day He returns in glory; for He lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



