
                                                                                                                                                                                                              

GOOD FRIDAY 

Service of Darkness  

April 15, 2022 

Introduction To The Passion 

Tonight, we remember that first Good Friday, and the suffering 

of our Lord’s Passion and Death.  We recall how, as the sun was 

climbing towards high noon that morning, the soldiers fastened Him to 

the cross with great nails.  At mid-day, darkness came over all the 

earth.  At three o”clock, He gave up His Spirit. 

Then Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus begged for His 

lifeless body from Pontius Pilate.  They took it down from the cross, laid 

it in the tomb, and soldiers were placed to guard it!  “O Sorrow dread, 

God’s Son is dead!” 

 
 

Hymn:                 Go To Dark Gethsemane                       LSB 436 

 

Passion Reading #1 – Matthew 26:47-50 

 While He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived.  

With him was a large crowd, armed with swords and clubs, sent from 

the chief priests and the elders of the people.  Now the betrayer had 

arranged a signal with them: ‘The one I kiss is the man.  Arrest Him!’  

Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, ‘Greetings Rabbi!’  Jesus replied, 

‘Friend, do what you came for.’  Judas kissed Him.  The men stepped 

forward, seized Jesus, and arrested Him.” 

 

God did not spare His only Son, but gave Him up for us all! 

 

Passion Meaning # 1 – Abandoned By Man 

‘Judas, do you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?’  The tragic 

events of that night begin ironically with a kiss.  Judas was one of the 

twelve, and in his twisted mind He may have believed Jesus would use 

His power and free Himself. 

 So for 30 pieces of silver, the price of a slave, Jesus was sold to 

His captors.  “Why did it have to be a ‘Friend” who chose to betray 

the Lord?  And why did he use a kiss to show them?  That’s not what a 

kiss  
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О     Darkness has descended upon the people of God. 

О     Those who loved Him are in mourning. 

О     Those who received life and hope from Him, are overcome with  

       grief. 

О     The angels, who announced His birth, are absent. 

О     Those who proclaimed His arrival are now silent because of His  

       departure. 

 

О     Darkness has descended upon the people of God. 

О     The Lord of Life, no longer has life in Him. 

О     The Light of the world has entered the darkness of death. 

О     May God have mercy upon us. 

 

О     Darkness has descended upon the people of God. 

О     The darkness of death and the darkness of the tomb. 

 

 
Following the “closing of the Book”, which symbolized the sealing of the tomb, 

worshipers are asked to leave the church in silence.  The Savior of the world 

has died, and we mourn His death. 
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The soldiers pierced His side, and out came blood and water! 

 
 

Entombed 
 

Hymn:                 Were You There                       LSB 456  

 
(The Christ Candle will not be extinguished and represents the Living Hope in our Savior) 

 

Passion Reading #8 – Luke 23:50-53 

 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the 

Council, a good and upright man, who had not consented to their 

decision and action.  He came from the Judean town of Arimathea 

and he was waiting for the kingdom of God.  Going to Pilate, he 

asked for Jesus’ body.  Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth, 

and placed it n a tomb cut in the rock, a tomb in which no one had 

yet been laid.  A huge stone was rolled in front of the tomb. 

 

Passion Meaning #8 – Abandoned To The Grave 

 O sorrow dread!  God’s Son is dead!  But by His expiation, 

of all our guilt!  Upon the cross!  He won for us salvation!  O ground of 

faith!  Laid low in death!  Sweet lips now silent sleeping!  Surely all 

those! Who live must mourn!  This death with bitter weeping! 

 

 

 

The Closing of the Stone 

 
О       Darkness has descended upon the people of God, The One sent  

        to deliver salvations is dead. 

О     His beaten and bloodied body has been taken down from the  

       cross. 

О     He was wrapped, not in swaddling clothes, but in burial clothes. 

О     The spices He received were not gifts, but fragrances for the  

       dead. 

О     There were no kings to worship him, for the king had died. 
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is for.  Only a ‘friend’ can betray a friend, a stranger has nothing to 

gain.  And only a ‘friend’ comes close enough, to ever cause this 

much pain!” 

 

Greater love has no one than this, that He lay down His life for His 

friends! 
(The First Candle is extinguished) 

 

 

On Trial For Innocence 
 

Hymn:     Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed                   LSB 437, v.1-3 

 

Passion Reading #2 – Matthew 26:59-68 

 The chief priests, and the whole Sanhedrin, were looking for 

false evidence against Jesus, so that they could put Him to death.  

Although many false witnesses came forward, they did not find any 

evidence.  Finally, two came forward and declared, ‘This fellow said, ‘I 

am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’ 

 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, ‘Are you not 

going to answer?  What is this testimony that these men are bringing 

against you?  But Jesus remained silent.  The high priest said to Him, ‘I 

charge you under oath, by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, 

the Son of God?’  ‘Yes!  It is as you say,’ Jesus replied.  ‘But I say to all 

of you, in the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right 

hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.’ 

 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘He has spoken 

blasphemy!  Why do we need any more witnesses?  Look!  Now you 

have heard the blasphemy.  What do you think?  ‘Crucify Him!’ they 

all answered.  Then they spit in His face and struck Him with their fists.  

Others slapped Him and said, ‘Prophesy to us Christ.  Who hit you?’ 

He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before his 

shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth.  He was cut off from the 

land of the living.  For the transgressions of my people, He was 

stricken! 
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Passion Meaning #2 – Abandoned By His Church 

 Then His Church – His own chosen people – rejected Him.  

Caiaphas, the High Priest rose and tearing his garments, cried out “This 

man has blasphemed God!’  His own church – the children of Israel – 

accused Him and demanded His crucifixion! 

 Can you feel the heart-break?  He had redeemed them, 

and made them His people.  He had nourished, blessed, corrected, 

and rescued them from countless enemies.  Into Israel’s keeping He 

had placed all of the promises of the coming Messiah.  Now that the 

Messiah has arrived, His own people cry out, “This man has 

blasphemed God.  Crucify Him!” 

 

He came to His own, but His own received Him not! 

 
(The Second candle is extinguished) 

 

 

The Trial Continues 

 
Hymn:        Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed              LSB 437, v. 4-5 

 

Passion Reading #3 – Luke 23:4-11 

 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, 

‘I find no basis for a charge against this man.’  But they insisted, ‘He 

stirs up people all over Judea by His teaching.  He started in Galilee, 

and has come all the way here.’  Upon hearing this, Pilate asked if the 

man was a Galilean. 

 When he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, 

he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.  When 

Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he 

had wanted to see Him.  From what he heard about Jesus, he hoped 

to see Him perform some miracle.  He plied Him with many questions, 

but Jesus gave Him no answer. 

 The chief priests and the teachers of the Law were 

standing there, vehemently accusing Him.  Then Herod and his soldiers 

ridiculed and mocked Him.  Dressing Him in an elegant robe, they sent 

Him back to Pilate!” 
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Passion Reading #6 – Matthew 27:45-46 

 From the sixth hour, until the ninth hour, darkness 

came over all the land.  About the ninth hour Jesus 

cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi! Eloi! Lama 

Sabachthani?’, which means, ’My God, My God, why 

have you forsaken Me?’ 

 

Passion Meaning #6 – Abandoned By God 

 Only once has it happened in the entire history of  

humanity.  Only once has God willingly forsaken a man, and 

that man was Christ!  Try as you might, you will never be 

able to understand what it means to be forsaken by God, 

unless you go to hell yourself; because unlike Christ on 

Good Friday’s cross, the Lord will be with you always, even 

to the end of the age! 

 That’s why the cry from the cross is so agonizing!  

When Christ was abandoned on that cross by His own 

Father, He was experiencing and suffering hell for us! 

 

Whence come Thy sorrows, whence this mortal anguish?  It is 

my sins, for which You, Lord, must languish!  Yea, all the 

wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit.  This I do merit! 

 
(The Sixth Candle is extinguished) 

 

 

The Death 
 

Hymn:  When I Survey The Wonderous Cross  LSB 425 

 

Passion Reading #7 – Luke 23:46 

 Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into Your 

hands I comment My Spirit.’  After He had said this, He 

breathed His last. 

 

Passion Meaning #7 – Abandoned to Death 

 After He had cried out, the little Lord Jesus laid down His 

sweet head and died. 
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He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the 

world did not recognize Him! 

 
(The Fourth Candle is extinguished) 

 
 

The Way Of Sorrows 
 

Hymn                      Glory Be To Jesus                        LSB 433 

 

Passion Reading #5 – Luke 23:26-27, 32-33 

 As they led Jesus away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who 

was on his way in from the country.  They put the cross on him, and 

made him carry it behind Jesus.  A large number of people followed 

Jesus, including women who mourned and wailed for Him.  Two other 

men, both criminals, were also led out with Him to be executed.  

When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified Him, 

along with the criminals, one on His right, the other on His left. 

 

They asked, ‘Grant that we may sit at your right, and at your left, in 

your kingdom.’  ‘You don’t know what you’re asking’ Jesus said, ‘Can 

you drink the cup I am about to drink?’ 

 

Passion Meaning #5 – Abandoned To The Cross 

And why did it have to be a heavy cross, Christ was made to bear?  

And why did they nail His hands and feet, His love would have held 

Him there?  It was a cross, for on a cross, a thief was supposed to pay!  

And Jesus had come into the world, to steal every heart away! 

 
(The Fifth Candle is extinguished) 

 

 

Abandoned By God 
 

 

Hymn  Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted           LSB 451 
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Lament like a Virgin, O my people!  Howl, O shepherds, in ashes and 

sackcloth.  For the great and terrible day of the Lord has arrived! 

 

Passion Meaning #3 – Abandoned by His Nation 

 Herod would have none of Jesus, Herod was himself a 

Jew.  He was also the legal head of God’s chosen people before 

Caesar.  But Herod also mocked Him and sent Him back to Pilate.  

Although Jesus had never sinned, He is now an outlaw to His own 

people, a man without a country.  Imagine the loneliness and pain 

that Jesus felt that night, as He had no place on earth to call home! 

 

Arise, O Jerusalem, put off your garments of joy, and put dust on your 

head.  For in thee, has been slain the Savior of Israel! 

 
(The Third Candle is extinguished) 

 
 

To Death With the Innocent 
 

“He Became a Lamb”                                                  Choir    

 

Passion Reading #4 – Luke 23:20-24 

 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again.  But 

they kept shouting ‘Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!’  For the third time he 

spoke to them, ‘Why?  What crime has He committed?  I find in Him no 

grounds for the death penalty.  Therefore, I will have Him punished 

and then release Him.’  But with loud shouts they demanded that He 

be crucified, and their shouts prevailed! 

 

Passion Meaning #4 – Abandoned By The World 

 Pilate washed his hands of Jesus.  He knew Him to be innocent, 

but Pilate’s fading popularity demanded that he deliver Jesus to be 

crucified, Pilate stands in for The World! 

 The last human straw to which Jesus could cling, the final 

‘friend’ to whom He could turn.  His last chance for appeal, and it was 

gone! Now only the way of Sorrows lies before Jesus – the wailing 

women, the taunting crowds, the bitter wine, the thorns, the nails, now 

only the cross! 
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