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Thanksgiving Eve Service
Grace Lutheran Church
         Wednesday, November 25
                      at 7:00 PM




         Long Range Planning Committee
    Our Long Range Planning Committee has been meeting regularly.  On Sunday, November 14th, chairman Randy Froehlich will give an update following the church service.  For more information, join us at the November Voter’s meeting on November 14th.  Watch for a congregational survey that will be sent out later in November.  






Dear Family of Grace,
	November is always seen as a time of thanksgiving.  We gather together as a Church with the sights, sounds, and smells of fall, thankful that Tammy arranges a wonderful display for us on the altar for Thanksgiving Eve.  Whether it’s a cool crisp morning, the sound of leaves crunching under foot, or the smell of wood burning in the fireplace I simply enjoy the time of fall and the harvest celebrations.  I’m not sure I would do well in the southern hemisphere where this time of year they are celebrating Spring.  Something about approaching thanksgiving and Christmas in the Spring and summer just doesn’t fit with all the traditions I have grown up with.
	We all likely have traditions that we love, and which seem to make the holidays just a little bit sweeter and the loss of some traditions can also be a bitter pill to swallow.  Memories of going to Gramma’s, getting stuffed more than the turkey from all the food, and my dad and uncles napping on the floor during the football games still bring a smile to my face.  Those days may never come again, but they have shaped much of who I am.  And so, I give thanks.
	When we gather this year, it will be with my sister and her family along with all my children.  Taking note of this wonderful blessing, Stacey and I have become much more intent about making sure our children recognize how precious our time together is as we seek to create special memories for tomorrow in the moments of today.  And so, I give thanks.
	No one really knows what the future will hold.  In a flash and in a moment things can change.  I continually hope and pray that God will watch over my children and their children.  All the while trusting that God will grant me the wisdom and knowledge to prepare them and guide them so that they may find peace and joy in the love of their Lord no matter what the future may bring.  And so, I give thanks.
	As we approach this season of thanksgiving I pray you will take note of what has happened in your past.  There are sure to be positive and negative memories.  Both can shape us, but by the grace of God we have been freed from our past sins, faults, and failures.  We have been given a new life in Christ that is ours right now at this very moment.  We, as His saints are not controlled by the past but by the power of His Holy Spirit and through the power of the resurrection we live out that new life through which we are graced with the opportunity to bear godly fruit not only in our lives now but which will also bear fruit in the future of those who will come after us.  And so, let us give thanks.

For God is good!
Pastor Keith
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 
			   		Attention all  Ladies - 
	                                              Our next Bunco at Grace will be on Thursday, November 11th at 6:30pm.  Just bring a snacking food and $2.  Please invite your friends or neighbors and come for an evening of fun with your sisters in Christ.     
U  U  U  U  U  U  U  U  U  U    

LOOK BACK
10/4/20    Worship 97		$10,361.00	Debt. Red.       		$2,659.00                           
		SS   	20			$       28.00      	Sunday Sch     	$   117.50     
10/11/20	Worship  75 		$  2,252.00	ECC                  	$2,250.00          
		SS	31			$       20.00      Bldg. Use                 $   200.00
10/18/20  Worship 	109		$  7,266.00     	Children’s Min.    	$   924.50
    	        	SS	35			$       38.50    	Periodicals         	$     20.00  
10/25/20  Worship 	128  		$  5,496.19      Long Shot Retreat   $1,048.00    
        SS	48			$       31.00      Piano&Organ Cover $   620.00  
								Kathy Yule Auction  $2,799.50	
 (
FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
As 
of 
 
August
 
3
1
, 20
21                                                  As of September 31, 2021
Figures are updated the second week of the month. 
Total Income:      $
306,556.00           Total Income:     $345,495.54
Total Expense:    $
279,237.00           Total Expense:   $314,077.39
Net Variance:       
$   27,319.00          Net Variance:      $  31,418.15
It is good that we should regularly reflect on the goodness of God and prayerfully consider our tithes and offerings to the Lord.   Please take time to consider and pray about how you use His gifts that you may joyfully give your tithes and offerings to the glory of God.     
)                                                                 Flowers                    $    20.00					                                         Confirmation Retrea$  150.00
								Landscaping		$    80.00

	    			
	    				   			    	                            
       
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS
If you would like for Tammy to print you a special large print bulletin for Sunday mornings, please call the office and let her know.  This is not a problem at all.  I will be glad to do it.  


     


Upcoming Fall
Worship Times & Dates

	
November 14 – Voter’s meeting at 10:30am with brunch served by the youth
November 24 – Thanksgiving Eve Service 
at 7:00pm
December 1 – Advent service at 7:00pm
December 8 – Advent service at 7:00pm
December 9 – 6:00pm Rehearsal for Bethlehem Village
December 10 & 11 – Bethlehem Village 
Friday 6 – 8:30pm
Saturday 5 – 8:30pm
December 15 – Advent service at 7:00pm
December 24 – Christmas Eve Candlelight at 6:00pm
December 25 – No Christmas Day service





We will decorate the Chrismon and Angel Trees on Sunday, November 28 following Sunday School.  We need a strong man to bring the tree down and put it up for the ladies to be able to decorate it.  We will also be putting up the other inside decorations at that time.  Anyone that can help are welcome to come!!!!  

Texas Church Extension Fund
Chuck and Carolynn Mueller are our CEF representatives and if you have any questions for them, please contact them at 361-564-2068. 
November 2021 Rates:

    

         On Sunday, November 7th, we will take a moment during the service to remember all those transferred to the church triumphant over the past year.   
David Weaver			Terry Tucker
                                               Joy Hempel 	                         Tristan Griffin			                                     Bob Ahrens		               Kathy Yule	
                                               Ed Gingrich                           Isdell Birnbaum
U   U   U   U   U   U   U   U   U
K.I.D.S. STAMPS AVAILABLE
Tracky Stamps are available every Sunday in the Sunday School hallway.  These stamps are sold through Church Extension Fund.  They are available in 25 cents and $1 stamps.  This is a great way for your child to save and also helps churches in the Texas District. It is also a great opportunity for grandparents to start or add to a savings account for their grandchildren.  See Chuck or Carolynn Mueller if you have any questions.   

			Young at Heart Group
	The Young at Heart Group will resume meeting in November.  We will meet at 1:00pm on Tuesday, November 9th.   Please invite others to come and enjoy an afternoon of dominoes, cards, etc.  If you have any questions call Linda Moore or Molly Summerlin.

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
	Our 2021-2022 year has been planned.  Please join us for our varied activities that range from fun shopping, cleaning kitchen & nursery, lunches out, preparing baskets for shut ins, and having our annual garage sale.   We donate all monies raised back to purchase items needed for the church.  In October, we had a shopping day out in Goliad and on November 18th, we will meet at the church to clean the kitchen.  We have purchased new piano and organ covers for the church.  Hopefully they will be in soon.  We have also ordered a second computer for the media room to help with our live streaming.  This group is a small group that gets together once a month.  All women of the congregation are welcome to join us and bring a friend!    
w   w   w   w   w   w   w   w 






IN OUR PRAYERS:
PRAYER LIST FOR OCTOBER 26, 2021
1.  Protection for our troops overseas.
2.  Thanks to God for all His many blessings. 
3.  Peace, understanding and comfort for the family of Ben DeRose as he was called home after a fatal accident at the age of 21, friends of Beckers.   
4.  Continued healing, strength, and comfort for Cole Ohrt.      
5.  Pray for continued healing and strength for Mac and Alice McKenzie.    
6.  Healing for Suzanne Griffin after surgery for gallbladder and continued fight against cancer.      
7.  Continued prayer for healing and strength for August Hempel.         e is hHe 
8. Prayers for our congregation as we consider the future steps in our Early Childhood Center program.    
9.   Healing for all covid patients and that God would make this virus go away.                
10.  Continued healing and strength for Sheila Branson as she battles her cancer.   
11.  God’s blessings on Jen Hatton and Matt Harper on their marriage and a lifetime of happiness, friends of Beckers.   
12.  Continued healing for Sam Truax after his second surgery on his fingers due to an accident, pray for infection to be healed and that he will cooperate with his doctors so the healing can take place.        
13.  Pray for the 17 missionaries that were kidnapped in Haiti.   
14.  Pray that God would heal our nation from the pandemic as well as from the hostility, distrust, and divisiveness that has infected our people.  Pray for our government and healing for our country.   
15. Pray for troubled teens for protection and guidance. 
16.  Pray for our nation. 
17.  Pray for all the immigrants and border patrol.  
18.  God’s blessings on Jeremy Duncan, grandson of Francine Gonzalez, who was confirmed on last Sunday.  
19.  Prayers for peace and comfort for the family of Carrie Heldt Myers as she went to her heavenly home last Sunday unexpectantly, friend of David & Karens. 
20.  Thanks to God that Jim Barnett is now home and recuperating.  
21.  Healing for Don Harjes with heart problems. 
22.  Pray for healing for Larena Tabola and grandkids who are all dealing with Covid, friends of Fred & Janice Fuller.    
23.  Peace and comfort for the family of Lisa Burton as her mother, Linda Scott, passed away at the age of 70, friend of Cameron Becker. 
24.  Prayers for peace, strength and comfort for the family of Liz Schoppe as she was called home after her fight against cancer. 
25.  Continued healing for Tina Tagliabue following surgery. 

 
 Kathy Yule Charity Auction for Grace Lutheran Church
The first Kathy Yule auction was held on Saturday, October 9th.  Kathy was a long time member here at Grace and graciously left us two storage units full of her things.  We auctioned off the first set of items and will hold another auction in January.  We would like to thank all those who worked very hard in setting up, and working the auction and for those who came and purchased items.  The profits for this auction will be divided between the youth and the Early Childhood Center.  The amount raised with this first auction was $13,368.00.   
p   p   p   p   p   p   p   p
GRACE LADIES GUILD (LWML)
   	Grace Ladies Guild held LWML Sunday on October 10th.  We also had a bake sale which brought in $187.00. Thanks to all that purchased baked goods and for those who brought items.          
We will be sending 47 personal care kits to Lutheran World Relief in November. Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, November 17th at 3:00pm.  Our hostess for this meeting will be Cheryl Kroos and she will also give our devotion.        
	We will decorate the Chrismon and Angel trees on Sunday, November 28th following Sunday School.     

Regular Scheduled Voter’s Meeting
November 14, 2021
                                      at 10:30am
   with a Brunch Meal served by the youth.  
We will approve the budget for 2022 and also elect officers for 2022.  We will also have a report from the Long Range Planning Committee. 

[bookmark: _Hlk83882311]        CHURCH LANDSCAPING & TREE TRIMMING
        Church Council has accepted a bid from Renken’s Nursery to redo the flower beds in the amount  of $7,364.60.  There will be new plants with low maintenance put in with rock beds.  If you would like to help with this expense, please indicate flower beds on your check.  We appreciate your support to help make our church landscaping get back in shape.   A copy of the layout is in the church office if you would like to look at it.    Also we have accepted a bid in the amount of $3,150 to finish trimming all the oak trees and hauling off the debris.  Again, if you would like to help offset these expenses, please write on your envelope landscaping/tree trimming.  We appreciate your help with keeping our lawn looking great.   

Stacey and I are so blessed by the God of all grace to be in your midst.  The love and appreciation you have all shown to me during this month humbles my heart and soul.  The advertisement in the paper, the cards, gifts, and simple words are truly encouraging and uplifting.  We pray God’s blessings upon you and look forward to many more years of fruitful labor to be done together with you and all the saints whom God will assemble in our midst as He prepares us for the eternal glory that has been set before us. 
Sola deo Gloria (to God alone be Glory).
Pastor Keith  

    .   .   .   .   .   .  .
How a Christian is like a Pumpkin
A lady recently being baptized was asked by a co-worker what it was like to be a Christian. She replied, "It's like being a pumpkin: 
God picks you from the patch, brings you in, and washes all the dirt off you may have gotten from the other pumpkins.  Then he cuts the top off and scoops out all the yucky stuff.  He removes the seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc.  Then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside of you to shine for all the world to see."                                             Internet


  Bethlehem Village 2021
     Bethlehem Village is an important outreach that Grace Lutheran Church has to the Victoria area.  It is the only live nativity event that I know of that clearly reaches out with the message of the Gospel to both the young and the old.  Furthermore it unifies us as a congregation because almost 1/3rd of our congregation’s membership participates in one form or another.  We will continue this year’s event as a drive thru with the Covid pandemic ongoing.  We need your response to let us know if you can participate.  We are planning to set up our buildings on the outskirts of the parking lot and we will have a drive thru Bethlehem Village.  There will be no speaking parts, only acting out the village life.  The event will be held December 10th & 11th this year.  Friday night times will be 6 – 8:30pm and Saturday times will be 5 – 8:30pm.  We are not doing a Sunday event.  Please call Tammy Weiser at the office or Janet Shipman at 361-652-8372 and let them know if you will be able to participate.  There are many places you can help.  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for you to sign up to help.   We encourage all to please pray for this event and prayerfully consider where you can participate.  With such a good response last year, we decided to have it again this year as a drive thru.  The people will remain in their cars and will be instructed to tune to a certain radio station where they can listen to music and a narrative as they drive around the parking lot.  
We had to delay bringing the buildings down from the loft due to other things going on so now we will be bringing them down on Saturday, Nov. 13th at 9:00am in the morning.  If we do not get enough to bring them down, we will have to finish on Sunday, Nov. 14th after the voter’s meeting.  We have one building that needs to be reworked completely.    
  
Kitchen – bake cookies, serve guests on Friday and Saturday night
Set up and take down of the village
Costumes – unpack, clean, iron and put up
Safety team will be participating again this year						
People to be actors in the following ways:
Tax Collector booth					Money Changer booth
Spice booth						Carpentry booth					
Nativity (Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, Angel)	Pottery booth
City Gate greeters					Water well ladies
Stable with animals					Inn Keeper
Shepherds							Wise Men
Soldiers & horses					Village People					
Rabbi							Students for Synagogue 
Please contact the church office and let us know where you would be willing to help or if you have any questions.






                      SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31ST
We have scheduled Trunk or Treat this year for an earlier time since it falls on a Sunday.  We will have it from 2pm – 5pm.  This will allow for parents to bring their little ones out and then allow them to take their kids to the other places in the afternoon.  This is a great outreach to our community to allow for a safe Trick or Treating experience.  Please plan to come and park your vehicle in the parking lot and we will have prizes.  Please bring your own candy and if the congregation wants to help by providing some candy we would certainly appreciate it.
U   U   U   U   U   U   U   U   U     



Isdell Adolph 
August Birnbaum
May 20, 1922       
September 18, 2021



                        



YOUTH NEWS
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
JULY 9 – 13, 2022,
Houston, Texas
It is not too late to sign up if you would like to attend the National Youth Gathering next summer in Houston.  Please contact Kevin or Megan Kroos and they will have all the details.  361-564-0868 or 361-935-3566.  
Voter’s Meeting Brunch
       Voter’s meeting Brunch will be served by the youth to help raise money to go to the National Youth Gathering.  Anyone who would like to help out with the Brunch are invited to bring a favorite brunch item to share with the congregation and the youth will take care of the rest of serving and clean up. 

FUN EVENT FOR YOUTH & KIDS (EVEN BIG ONES)
       All children, youth, teens and adults who want to help with little ones; anyone who wants to enjoy are welcome to join us on Thursday, November 11th from 1 – 5 pm at the J. Welch Corn Maze, 111 Ripple Road, Dacosta, Texas (off Hwy. 87, about 12 miles from Victoria toward Port Lavaca).  We plan to have an awesome good time!  They have plenty to do: hayrides, cow train, Jelly Bean Jumpers, hay romp, roping arena, bounce horses, wall ball, Bee Trolley, swings, slide, bounce ball, corn hole, horse shoes, and other outdoor games.  All are included in the cost which is covered for Grace members.  Mining for treasures and apple cannons (10apples/$5), however, cost extra.   Snacks and drinks are available for purchase (i.e., hot dogs, chips, and drink cost $5.50).  We will meet at the church at 12:30pm with plans to leave for the corn maze at 12:45. We will return to the church by 5:15pm.  Reservations have been made.  Please RSVP (phone call, voice mail, text) by Tuesday, November 9 to Kerri at 361-237-5253 so I can give the maze a count of those coming.  Additionally, if you need transportation, please let me know and I will be happy to come pick you up. 
                                                                  Kerri Kahanek
 
Youth Raffle
        The youth will be holding a raffle to help with the cost to go to the National Youth Gathering.  We have been given a BBQ pit as our main item (trailer not included) and are looking for other items for our raffle.  If you would like to donate an item or a gift card to add to the raffle, please get in touch with Kevin or Megan Kroos. 361-564-0868 or 361-935-3566.  We will be collecting these items through the month of November.  





FALL FAMILY NIGHT
We had such a great turnout last month for Family Night with about 50 attending.  Please join us again on Wednesday, November 17th from 6 – 8pm for another great night of devotion, food, fellowship and games.  There is something for both young and old so please come out and enjoy the evening!!!
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