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Please join us this Sunday for Palm Sunday as we start Holy Week.  The Sunday School children will process in with their palm leaves waving and singing Hosanna!  We also have our very special Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services at 7:00pm on Thursday and Friday and then Easter Sunrise at 7:00am on Easter Sunday, April 4th!  These are wonderful services with such deep meaning!  Please join us as we celebrate the Risen King, our Savior, Jesus Christ!  
Dear Members of Grace,

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

Those words are not just a few sentences we utter for the time of Easter!  Those words are the very essence of what enables us to take a step forward each and every day.  Those words are the very assurance of why we fix our eyes on the goal that lies before us: The resurrection of the dead and eternal life with our Heavenly Father!

As I sit and write these words to you, the news is filled with reports on two recent mass murders that have taken place (one in Florida and another in Colorado).  This world is indeed an evil place, a dark and scary place, a place where Satan prowls around as a roaring lion seeking those whom he may devour.  We, however, take heart because Jesus has overcome the world.  We follow a path of righteousness because He has brought light to our path.

The world is in chaos.  This can easily be noted by all the news reports and even by the myriad of contradictory solutions people try to throw at solving the problems of sin, death, and Satan.  In the most recent cycle of violence, we again hear calls for taking away guns as well as calls for arming more people.  Neither solution will end the evil of death that plagues society. 

Paul tells us that ALL people (even Americans) are woefully filled with utter sin, neither seeking God nor understanding (cf. Romans 3:10ff.).  In the sermon on the mount (Matt 5) Jesus says we will be reviled, persecuted, spoken about in evil ways, and lied about. However, His promise in that sermon directly contradicts what we might hear, see, or feel – Jesus says that we are blessed!

“Wait! What? How is it that we are blessed?”  We are blessed because we have no reason to be anxious about any of those things.  God knows what is happening.  He knows even when a sparrow falls to the ground (Mt. 10:29) and not one such tiny seemingly insignificant bird falls outside of His presence and knowledge.  He even tracks the number of hairs on your head (Mt. 10:30).  Such a seemingly insignificant detail assures you. You are not alone!  And there is nothing that can separate you from the presence of your Heavenly Father (Rom. 8:28-31).  A heavenly Father who pays attention to the smallest of details about your very head!

You see, in the midst of all this chaos we are more than conquerors through Christ who loves us.  What a joy and opportunity we have to bear witness to the truth that God has redeemed us from this chaos and resides with us in the midst of the chaos.  Rather than dwell on the darkness we rejoice in redemption.  Rather than lament about the loss we take comfort in the cross.

We have no need to carry the burden of these dark times because Christ bore them for us on the cross.  We take up instead the peach and joy that He gives to us.  We step forward with strength and love, with courage and fortitude.  Our treasure does not consist of the things of this world.  This miserable rock on which we live indeed is a valley in the shadow of death.  Yet, in the midst of all these enemies Christ has set a table before us and fills us up with waters that overflow to eternal life.  And the life we are given is one we live right now, at this very moment, each minute, each day! We dwell in the house of the Lord forever!   

CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!

Pastor Keith
 (
Acolyte Schedule
April 1
Kambree Tagliabue
April 2
Kandace Koch 
April 4      Micah Aschenbeck
April 11
 Sam Truax
April 18
 Cortlyn Peterek
April 25
 Derek Hempel  
) (
    
ALTAR SCHEDULE
April   
Set Up – 
Dianne Mayfield
Take Down –
 
 
Dawna Weinberg
ELDER RESPONSIBILITY
April
Zieschang/Darrell Hempel 
  
)







 (
Ushers 
for Sunday
FLOWER
April 1
Koch & Blume
April 4     Easter Lilies
April 2
Spies & F Fuller
April 11   Smiga
April 4
Zieschang & Harvill
April 18   Hiller
April 11   G Kroos & K Kroos
April 25
   
Mueller
April 18
Koetter & L Fuller
April 25
Harjes & Bush
 
)







 (
Lay Readers
Media Room
April 1
Pastor
1      Beckers
April 2
Matthys
2
Aschenbecks
April 
4
Weinberg
4
Aschenbecks
April 
11
Zieschang
11
Weiser/Shipman
April 18
Matthys
18
Becker
April 25
Miller
25
Doyle/Shurber
)

	



 	
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS
	
	If you would like for Tammy to print you a special large print bulletin for Sunday mornings, please call the office and let her know.  This is not a problem at all.  I will be glad to do it.  

 
	                                                            LOOK BACK
2/24/21   Lenten Ser   65		$   815.00			Debt Red  	$1,750.00                                
2/28/21   Worship	  103		$5,641.50			Benevolence   	$     20.00      
		SS	41	    		$     24.00  		Flowers            $   364.00        
3/3/21     Lenten Wor 60	 	$   475.00			Memorials        $2,365.00 
3/7/21     Worship 	 103		$7,515.00                Sun School      $     66.00         
		SS  	37		        $     22.00	                ECC                 $4,400.00	
3/10/21   Lenten Wor 52		$   400.00	        	        Hospitality        $     98.00 
3/14/21   Worship	  90		$7,011.00		        Periodicals       $     32.75
		SS	35	   		$     19.00                               
3/17/21   Lenten Wor 35         	$   453.00
3/21/21   Worship	114		$5,159.00
		SS	15			$	 1.00
	    				   			    	                           	
 
 (
FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
As of 
 
January 31
, 20
21                                As of February 28, 2021
Figures are updated the second week of the month. 
Total Income:      $
48,607.93           Total Income:     $78,711.20
Total Expense:    $
47,559.03           Total Expense:   $69,849.32
Net Variance:       $
  1,048.90           Net Variance:     $   8,861.88
)



GRACE LUTHERAN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
At our March Voter’s meeting, we officially named our early childhood center – Grace Lutheran Early Childhood Center.  We appreciate all the names that were submitted.  
       We are currently at $65,364 of our initial goal of $100,000!  Thank you to all those who continue to support the ECC.  We have awarded the remodel bid of the SS rooms to Longhorn RMR (Stephen Branson).  He will begin work on the remodel in about a month.  




March 28, 2021  - Sunday 9:10am Palm Sunday 
worship 


April 1, 2021 – 7:00pm – Maundy Thursday w/communion 


April 2, 2021 – 7:00pm – Good Friday 



April 4, 2021 – Easter Sunrise Service w/communion – 7:00am (one service only) with breakfast to follow, no SS
Easter Egg Hunt to follow breakfast for the SS kids



 

Confirmation Sunday 
is May 2, 2021

	This year we have five young people who will be confirmed at Grace, Micah Aschenbeck, Kandace Koch, Brylee Tagliabue, Hayden Michalk and Hannah Rippamonti. This is an important milestone in their faith life.  We encourage you to come out that Sunday to support and encourage them in their faith walk and even more important to pray for them in the weeks and months ahead.  
					WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
        The Annual Garage sale was a huge success once again.  We beat our all time profit!  We raised $5,822.34.  Dotty did some research and we have been doing garage sales beginning back at the old church.  Neva Weiser started the garage sale idea and over those 30 years we have raised $61,172.65!  We want to thank all of you who donated items, worked the sale and purchased items at the sale.  We truly appreciate all your support.  All the proceeds will go to items needed at the church as the need arises.  
	Our next meeting will be on April 15th at 10:00am.  We will have a ladies day out, maybe going to a few shops and then eat lunch out.  If you would like to join us, just come to the church.  We would love to have you join us!

SUPPORT YOUR SAFETY TEAM – The Safety Team will be scheduling a fund raiser in May.  Watch your bulletins for information on how you can help out by buying a BBQ plate to raise funds for our safety team who do such a great job of keeping us safe.  
   			IN OUR PRAYERS:
PRAYER LIST FOR MARCH 23, 2021
1.  Protection for our troops overseas.
2.  Thanks to God for all His many blessings. 
3.  Continue to pray for protection for Ex President Trump and guidance for our nation and for the current President Biden and administration. 
4.  Continued healing, strength, and comfort for Cole Ohrt.      
5.  Pray for continued healing and strength for Mac and Alice McKenzie.    
6.  Pray for continued healing for Brittany Tomas as she battles her cancer and cares for her newborn little girl.  Praise to God that all her scans came back clear. 
7.  Continued prayer for healing and strength for August Hempel as he is doing very well.       e is hHe 
8.  Thanking the Lord for guidance for us as we picked the new name for our Grace Lutheran Early Childhood Center.     
9.  Continued healing and strength for Billie Truesdell.  She is doing much better.        
10.  Continued healing and strength for Sheila Branson as she battles her cancer.     
11.  Continued healing for Jennifer Poncik.
12.  Continued comfort for the family of Joy Hempel as they deal with her loss.  
13.  Pray that God will heal everyone with COVID and that He would make this virus go away.  
14. Thanks to God for continued strength & healing for Lorene Zieschang.    
15.  Pray for successful surgery and uncomplicated recovery for Dillon Zieschang on his elbow from injuries sustained in a fall.       
16. Continued healing for Pastor Terry Coday. 
17.  Continued healing for Sylvia Salazar from an infection, friend of Beckers.     
18.  Pray that God would heal our nation from the pandemic as well as from the hostility, distrust, and divisiveness that has infected our people.  Pray for our government and healing for our country.   
19.  May God lead Cameron Becker to new employment and many others who are looking for work.  
20.  Healing for Jane Boye who has been diagnosed with ovarian cancer, she was a former member.  
21.  Continued healing for Frances, Kerri & Katelyn Kahanek who have Covid and are recovering. 
22.  Continued healing & strength for Joel Deborah who is at PAM recovering from a UT infection and water retention.     
23.  Continued healing and relief of pain for Pam Zieschang who was rear ended by an 18 wheeler and then left the scene.  
24.  Thanksgiving for Dylan & Tyler Sexton on their 21st birthday.      




 
LWML GRACE LADIES GUILD
Grace Ladies Guild met on Wednesday, March 17h.  We held a bake sale in March and earned $216 which will go to the Grace Food Pantry.   We are still collecting items for the Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief.   This Ingathering date will be November 5 & 6th.  There is a box in the narthex for you to put your donated items in.  If you would like to help with providing a kit, below is a list of the items needed:  



A Personal Care Kit includes:
1 Bath size towel (app. 52” x 27”)  
2 bath size bars (4-5oz) soap      
1 Adult size toothbrush in its org. pkg. 
1 sturdy comb, remove packaging
1 metal nail clippers, remove packaging	

Our next meeting will be April 21st at 3:00pm. Pastor will give a Bible study at our April meeting.  Our sister congregation, St. Paul Lutheran Church, in Edna, will hold the Mid Coast Zone Spring Workshop on Saturday, April 10th. Please let Dotty know if you are interested in going.     

KIDS (TRACKY STAMPS) AVAILABLE

	Kids (Kids Into Discipleship and Stewardship) are available every Sunday in the Sunday School hallway.  These stamps are sold through Church Extension Fund.  They are available in 25 cents and $1 stamps.  This is a great way for your child to save and also helps churches in the Texas District. It is also a great opportunity for grandparents to start or add to a savings account for their grandchildren.  See Chuck or Carolynn Mueller if you have any questions. 


  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 21 – 25, 2021

Oh how time has flown!!!  VBS 2021 is approaching fast!  There are so many ways you can help:
·  Pray for our staff and children
· Donate needed items
· Volunteer to give any amount of time during the week 
· Commit to a specific area to help 
· Help with Decorations
· There are things to do before and during the week. 
· Financial help
Please let Angie Truax know if you can and would like to help.  Latruax92@gmail  or 361-550-7619


FIND A CLASS FOR YOU!!

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Classes
3 yr thru 1st grade – Angie Truax & Meghan Villarreal – Rm 109
Grades 2 – 6 – teachers Cheryl Kroos & Wanda McNeley – Rm 106
Grade 7 & 8th grades – teachers Karl Koch & Pastor Keith – Rm 110
Grades 9 – 12 – teacher David Hempel – Rm 101
Rm 132 – teacher Pastor Keith Aschenbeck 


Joy Dell Hempel 

           March 18, 1941    
        February 27, 2021



                   FLAG SPONSORSHIPS
Grace Lutheran youth are selling flag sponsorships for Warriors Weekend Field of Honor.  The flags are $40 each and the Grace Lutheran Children’s Ministry Fund will receive $20 for each flag purchased.  The Children’s Ministry Fund provides funding for youth at Grace to attend Camp Lone Star, Glorybound and National Youth gathering trips.  There will be order forms available at the Welcome Center.  Flag sponsorships deadline has been extended to April 19th.  If you have any questions, you can contact Wanda McNeley.  We appreciate your support.  Thank you.   

         YOUNG AT HEART
  The Young at Heart group (retired but not tired) are thinking of starting back up in May.  Let Linda Moore or Molly Summerlin know what you think.  We meet once a month on the second Tuesday which would be May 11th at 1:00pm to play cards, dominoes, etc.  Refreshments will be provided.  All are welcome!!!!
O   O   O   O   O   O   O   O
Dear Members of Grace, 
    We thank you all for the prayers, phone calls, and cards during the time when we were “under the weather” with Covid.  We thank Tammy for providing us with the wonderfully delicious meal!  It was sooo good, and we enjoyed every bite of it!  We love you all!  
From your sisters in Christ, 
                  Frances, Katelyn and Kerri Kahanek
GRACE KIDS IN ACTION!!!
Katelyn Kahanek – recipient of the Academic Excellence Award presented by the VISD Board of Trustees.  She is among the top then of 561 freshmen students at Victoria East High School. 
Harlie Weiser – awarded the Compassion Champion award at Goliad Elementary.
Derek Hempel – placed 1st with both of his show heifers, won Jr. Showmanship, placed 3rd with his steer and won Jr. Showmanship.  He placed 1st with his bull.
Dalton Hempel – placed 5th with his pig for his last stockshow as he is a Senior this year.   
Kaleb Aschenbeck – placed 3rd with his pig.
Hannah Rippamonti – placed 4th with her market goat.  
Way to go!!!!
 q   q   q   q   q   q   q   q
      TEXAS DISTRICT CHURCH EXTENSION FUND	
The April Church Extension Fund rates are posted below.  If you have any questions, call Chuck & Carolynn Mueller at 361-649-6324.




Help Needed – We need help in several areas:
Would you please prayerfully consider helping in some manner.  Please call the church office if you can help.  
· People to help on planned workdays that will be coming up.  We will advertise in the newsletter and bulletins when the workdays are scheduled.  This will help Stephen Branson immensely as there is a lot of work to do around the church.  
· Please consider helping with VBS, contact Angie Truax at 361-550-7619. 
· Please help with mowing, weed eating and edging the church yard.  We need a lot of help with the yard.    
  
WORKDAY AT GRACE – Stephen Branson is scheduling a work day at Grace to help get the flower beds looking better after the freeze.  Please put April 10th on your calendars for a workday at church!  All help is appreciated.  

                                       Attention all  Ladies - 
                                           	           Our next Bunco at Grace will be on 
                          Thursday, April 8th at 6:30pm.  Just bring a 
                snacking food and $2.  Please invite your friends or neighbors and come for an evening of fun with your sisters in Christ.          

		

		





























       LAST SUNDAY   
    TO ORDER YOUR
EASTER LILIES
If you would like to honor the Lord with an Easter Lily in recognition of a blessing or in memory of a loved one whose life was a gift enjoyed by family and friends, please order now by filling out the bottom of this form and placing it in the offering plate.  The last day to order your lily is March 28th.
      The plants may be picked up after the 8:00a.m. Easter Sunrise Service.  The price per plant is $8.00 each.  A list will be included in the Easter Bulletin. 


NAME _____________________________________________________

HOW MANY ___________________________________________
SPECIAL MEANING (for example:  Randy and Tammy Weiser, Praising God for their family and God’s gift of His Son.) _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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