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Lenten Series
Wednesdays
@ 7:00pm
Meals served beginning at 5:30pm
There will be a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center for desserts



February 24- Lent 1 – Significant Action - meal hosted by church council – taco soup, cornbread, dessert & tea

March 3 - Lent 2 – Significant Questions - meal hosted by elders - BBQ, potatoes, beans, dessert & tea

March 10 - Lent 3 – Significant Teaching - meal hosted by Young at Heart - assorted soups, dessert & tea

March 17 - Lent 4 – Significant Final Appearance - meal hosted by Noon group – baked potato bar, dessert & tea

March 24 - Lent 5 – Significant Deal - meal hosted by congregation – assorted, casseroles, dessert & tea

April 9 - Holy Thursday – no meal
April 10 – Good Friday  - no meal




Dear Members of Grace,
As you read this newsletter article, we will have just passed the one-year anniversary of the first confirmed death due to COVID in the United States (February 29th, 2020).  In only a few short weeks after that date we would move from a seemingly localized outbreak of cases in the North West to almost a complete shut down of our entire nation.  Now, after numerous deaths, job losses, educational interruptions and more the path ahead can easily seem to be one that is still filled with a myriad of challenges.
Honestly, the present really looks no different than the past.  Looking back at American history one sees only rare moments of peace, joy and prosperity. From the days of trans-Atlantic exploration to colonialism, revolutionary to civil war, American expansion to world wars, Korean War to Gulf War, from the great depression to the oil bust of the 1980s and the great recession, from droughts to floods, hurricanes to earthquakes, even from Spanish flu to polio, and more… throughout that history people have lived moment to moment not knowing what the next day would truly bring.
There are times, maybe even moments when we deceive ourselves into thinking everything is right with the world.  Periods in our lives when we have made plans and thought about how good things are.  Even those good moments though are but a mist that quickly fades.  A friend of mine, in seemingly good health, quickly sat on his couch the other morning, called to his wife and breathed his last.  A massive heart attack brought him face to face with His Lord and Savior. If one begins to dwell on the momentary nature of this life one might readily drift away into the depths of despair and darkness as a ship sinking into the ocean.
It is quite human to wrestle with our lack of understanding.  Job also struggled to understand the difficulties and trials he endured in this life.  Yet, he continued to place his hope and faith in God: “I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes, I and not another. How my heart yearns within me!” (Job 19:25-27)
It can often be difficult for us to keep going when we don’t understand.  God never calls us to “understand” what is going on in this world or what He is doing.  He calls us to faith and trust.  Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” (Mathew 18:3-4)
Interesting…isn’t it? There is so much we don’t expect or even try to get little children to understand.  In truth, much of this world is far beyond their understanding…even ours!  Little children though often live their lives without much worry or fear.  They often take joy in the moment in which they are without much thought to the future and what will be.  They live in trust and faith that their parents will take care of them and any problems they encounter.
The Lord’s Prayer - the prayer Jesus taught the disciples upon their request – helps and enables us to be and live like little children… leaving it to God in faith and trust that He has it all under control (and He does!).  I invite you to close your reading by reciting that prayer and as you do to pause with each petition thinking about what you are confessing and asking of your dear Father who is in heaven.  After all, in this world we will have trouble but take heart Jesus has overcome the world! (cf. John 16:33)
In Christ,
Pastor Keith
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                                Attention all  Ladies - 
	              Our next Bunco at Grace will be on Thursday, March 11th at 6:30pm.  Just bring a snacking food and $2.  Please invite your friends or neighbors and come for an evening of fun with your sisters in Christ.    
 
LOOK BACK
1/31/21     Worship   107	   $7,365.80			Debt Red.  	$2,526.00                                 
		SS	46		   $     30.50   			Bldg. Use	        $   900.00
2/7/21    Worship  	92  	   $9,332.00  		   	Periodicals       $    63.70	
		SS	36		   $     27.00		        SS 		        $     80.50
2/14/21   Worship  	27	   $2,985.50  	 	        ECC                 $3,615.00
		No SS		   $       			        New lights        $1,000.00
2/17/21   Ash Wed. 	(cancelled due to winter storm)  			  
2/21/21   Worship	121	   $6,510.50
SS	47		   $ 	  30.00		
					               				   			   	                           
 
Regular Scheduled 
Voter’s Meeting
           Sunday, 10:30am
                March 21st
On March 21st, we will have our regular scheduled voter’s meeting at 10:30am.   We will have a pot luck meal so we can fix our plates and then proceed with the meeting. 





If you would like to sign up to put flowers on the altar, please do so by placing your name beside the date.  The flower chart is located in the narthex area.  Also, if there is a special occasion, please indicate it on the chart.  PLEASE USE THE DRY ERASE PEN TO WRITE ON THE BOARD.  
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
        The Women’s Fellowship is holding their annual garage sale on Friday and Saturday, March 5th & 6th.   We appreciate all donations of items for the sale and those helping to work the sale.  All proceeds go towards items needed for the church. The left overs will go to Restoration House Ministries in Victoria.   We also made Valentine bags for our shut-ins and delivered them on February 11th.  

  
LUTHERAN
CHICKENS
ARE BACK         
Our church BBQ team led by little Zeke will have their first chicken BBQ sale of the first sale of the year on Sunday, March 28th.  We will have beans available by the pint for $1.  The chickens are 1 for $10 or 3 for $27.  Please place your orders now with Tammy.  We need the count by Sunday, March 21st.      

KIDS (TRACKY STAMPS) AVAILABLE

    KIDS (Kids Into Discipleship and Stewardship) are available every Sunday in the Sunday School hallway.  These stamps are sold through Church Extension Fund.  They are available in 25 cents and $1 stamps.  This is a great way for your child to save and also helps churches in the Texas District. It is also a great opportunity for grandparents to start or add to a savings account for their grandchildren.  See Chuck or Carolynn Mueller if you have any questions.   


LWML GRACE LADIES GUILD
Grace Ladies Guild did not get to serve the Ash Wednesday meal due to the winter storm that cancelled worship service that night.  The bake sale that was scheduled for February had to be cancelled also because of the weather.  We have rescheduled that bake sale for Sunday, March 14th.  The proceeds of this bake sale will go towards the church food pantry.  We continue to collect items for the Personal Health Kits which will be shipped in November again this year.  We continue also to collect cancelled postage stamps.      
We would appreciate your help in donating a health kit, one or more items for a health kit, or a monetary donation would be greatly appreciated.  A drop box can be found near the Welcome Center for these items.  
Our March meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 17th at 3:00pm.  Pam Matthys is our hostess and devotion leader.        
A Personal Care Kit includes:
1 BathTowel					1 Toothbrush       
1 Comb      					2 New Bars soap (bath size)		
1 Nail clippers (metal, attached file optional)
 

 						         LARGE PRINT BULLETINS
	If you would like for Tammy to print you a special large print bulletin for Sunday mornings, please call the office and let her know.  This is not a problem at all.  I will be glad to do it.  

 
Lutheran Witness & Portals of Prayer - 2021   
If you would like to reimburse the church if you received either of these periodicals, the cost of them follows:  Portals of Prayer cost for the year is $9.10 and Lutheran Witness is $13.65.  Just make your check out to the church and say LW or POP in the memo.  
						Tammy





FIND A CLASS FOR YOU!!
3 yr old thru 1st grade – teacher Angie Truax & Meghan Villarreal  - Rm 109
Grades 2nd – 6th grade – teachers Cheryl Kroos & Wanda McNeley  – Rm 106
Grades 7th & 8th – teachers Karl Koch & Pastor Keith – Rm. 110
Grades 9th – 12th – teacher David Hempel – Rm 101
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Classes – worship center -teacher Pastor Keith           



                    THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
Thanks to all eligible Thrivent Financial members who directed Choice Dollars to Grace Lutheran Church in the past.   If you are not sure if you have Choice Dollars to direct, you can simply go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more.  You may also call 1-800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.  The deadline for directing Choice Dollars is March 31st.  

Dear Friends at Grace Lutheran Church Women’s Fellowship Group,
   Thank you so much for the wonderful cookies you hand delivered For Valentine’s Day! Even the bad weather and cold didn’t stop your kindness! I loved the variety and homemade freshness.
Thank you for thinking of me,
God’s blessings,
Isdell Birnbaum
 


                
         GRACE YOUTH MINISRIES
      Grace Lutheran Youth Ministries, is once again selling flag sponsorships for the Field of Honor.  You may purchase a flag to honor a loved one who has served this country and a flag will be placed in their honor on the Field of Honor in May. You may also honor First Responders & Medical workers as well as Veterans.   The flags price is $40 and $20 of that price will go to the Youth Ministries here at Grace, which supports children going to Camp Lone Star, and other related activities.  The sponsorships are on sale now and posting day will be May 1st.  There will be order forms available at the Welcome desk and the church office.  If you have any questions, please contact Wanda McNeley at 361-573-0656.


Dear Friends in Christ, 
Thank you so much for your comforting cards, phone calls and all the prayers during the illness and passing of my brother, Jay Yenawine.  God has truly blessed us with such a wonderful caring church family. 
May God bless you all, 
Pam and Bill Matthys









IN OUR PRAYERS: 
 PRAYER LIST FOR FEBRUARY 23, 2021
1.  Protection for our troops overseas.
2.  Thanks to God for all His many blessings. 
3.  Continue to pray for protection for Ex President Trump and guidance for our nation and for the current President and administration. 
4.  Continued healing, strength, and comfort for Cole Ohrt.      
5.  Pray for continued healing and strength for Mac and Alice McKenzie.    
6.  Thanks to God that Brittany Tomas gave birth to a healthy baby girl and everyone is healthy and happy.  
7.  Continued prayer for healing and strength for August Hempel as he is doing very well.       e is hHe 
8.  Thanking the Lord for guidance for us as we proceed with an Early Childhood Center.     
9.  Continued healing and strength for Billie Truesdell.  She is doing much better.        
10.  Continued healing and strength for Sheila Branson as she battles her cancer.     
11.  Continued healing for Jennifer Poncik.
12.  Pray for our Nation that God would settle all the unrest.
13.  Pray that God will heal everyone with COVID and that He would make this virus go away.  
14. Thanks to God for continued strength & healing for Lorene Zieschang.    
15.  Thanks to God for continued healing & strength for Stanley Zieschang.     
16.  God’s blessings on Kayce John Truax as he was baptized this past Sunday and may God bless him in the future.   
17. Continued healing for Pastor Terry Coday. 
18.  Continue to pray for strength and healing for Britany Tomas, Megan Jank’s sister, who is still dealing with her cancer.   
19.  Pray that God would heal our nation from the pandemic as well as from the hostility, distrust, and divisiveness that has infected our people.  Pray for our government and healing for our country.   
20.  Thanks to God that Linda Moore’s sister, DeDe, was able to go home from the hospital after being hospitalized with covid. 
21.  Comfort for the family of Col. Darryl Blohm of Kentucky, Roy & Billie Truesdell’s son-in-law, who was called home after a battle with cancer.  Be with his wife Vicky as Roy & Billie are unable to be with her. 
22.  Pray for God’s mercy for Tristan Griffin.  Comfort for his family as they deal with the tragic loss of his life and for all those involved requested by his mom. 
23.  Prayer of comfort  for the families of Gerald Birkelbach and James Pfluger at their sudden passing.
24.  Healing for Sylvia Salazar as she struggles with a rare insect infection that has turned septic.  God please protect her and grant her complete healing. 
 25.  Healing for Joy Hempel as she is hospitalized with pneumonia and is still fighting her cancer.
26.  Thanks to God for the blessing of Rachel & Brandon Bush are expecting a child.  May God grant protection over the baby and Rachel.      
27.  Continued healing for Scott & Heather Kroos recovering from Covid-19 this week. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 21 – 25, 2020

Oh how time has flown!!!  VBS 2021 is approaching fast!  We hope to be able to have VBS, but we will have to wait a little longer to make the decision.  

Please let Angie Truax know if you can and would like to help.  Latruax92@gmail  or 361-550-7619


        

   CONFIRMATION BAKE SALE
    The confirmation students will be holding a bake sale on Sunday, March 28th in conjunction with the Chicken BBQ date.  All confirmation students are asked to bring 2 – 4 items.  If anyone else would like to donate home baked items, we would welcome them.  A free will donation will be taken at the table.  All proceeds will go towards helping the confirmation students with materials, camp, etc.  We appreciate your support of our students!  






CHURCH EXTENSION FUND
Texas CEF IRAS
Texas CEF is proud to offer IRAs as another way to help people reach their savings goals.  Although each IRA is unique and offers specific benefits, our Investor Services Representatives are ready and able to assist you as CEF Reps as well as your congregation members with all things related to IRAs.  
Chuck and Carolynn Mueller are here to encourage you to make this a part of your savings program.    
Texas CEF offers the following IRAs.  
TRADITIONAL IRAS can help members save for their retirement by allowing the earnings to grow tax deferred.  Contributions may also be tax-deductible if they meet certain conditions.  Distributions from the IRA are generally taxable at the time of withdrawal.  
ROTH IRAS’ advantage to saving for retirement is tax-free distribution if certain conditions are met.  They must have earned income to open a Roth IRA.  Contributions are not tax deductible.  
COVERDELL EDUCATION IRAS can be used to make annual non-deductible contributions on behalf of a child under the age of 18 to use for qualified education expenses.  
The March Church Extension Fund rates have not been published yet so we have listed the February rates again.  Watch for the March rates in the church bulletin.


              


EARLY CHILDHOOD UPDATE
     What a great beginning!!!!  We are already at $60,964 of our goal of $100,000 to begin our Early Childhood Center at Grace Lutheran Church!  We have received a list of proposed names for the center and we will be voting on this at the March voter’s meeting.  Below is the list:
PROPOSED NAMES FOR GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH’S EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

4

20

Joyful Noise ECC

Christian Community

Amazing Grace Early Childhood Center

Graceful Tots ECC

Graceful Blessings

Blessed Friends (“Blest”)

TLOM (This Light of Mine)

“Lighthouse” or “Embers”

Jesus

Jesus’ Own Youth (JOY)

The God Center

Graceful Little Lambs ECC

Grace’s Little Lambs Early Childhood 
Center

Little Lambs Early Childhood Center

Grace’s Little Lambs ECC

Grace Early Childhood Center

Grace Christian Early Childhood Learning Center

Grace ECC

Infinite or Infinity Early Childhood Center

Childhood Development Center
     As we now have 2 separate checking accounts (one for Grace Lutheran Church & one for ECC), the financial secretary would appreciate you writing a separate check when making a donation to ECC.  Thank you for your help in this matter. 
v   v   v   v   v   v































       ORDER YOUR
EASTER LILIES
If you would like to honor the Lord with an Easter Lily in recognition of a blessing or in memory of a loved one whose life was a gift enjoyed by family and friends, please order now by filling out the bottom of this form and placing it in the offering plate.  The last day to order your lily is March 28th.
      The plants may be picked up after the 8:00a.m. Easter Sunrise Service.  The price per plant is $8.00 each.  A list will be included in the Easter Bulletin. 


NAME _____________________________________________________

HOW MANY ___________________________________________
SPECIAL MEANING (for example:  Randy and Tammy Weiser, Praising God for their family and God’s gift of His Son.) _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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FEBRUARY 2021 === Fixed Rate: ___Floating Rate?

Rate  APY  Rate  APY

One Year Note' 1250% 1.26%  1.125%  1.13%
Three Year Note'  1.375% 1.38%  1.250% 1.26%
Five Year Note! 1750% 1.76%  1.375%  1.38%
Flex Savings 0.750%  0.75%
Rainy Day Fund™ 1.000%  1.00%

**Amounts over $10,000 receive the Flex Savings rate

Accounts For Congregations

Texas District Church Extension Fund
. Congregation Savings 1.000%  1.00%

1.888.951.1233 « texascef.org Building Fund Savings 2 202%
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