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Lenten Series
Wednesdays
@ 7:00pm
Meals served beginning at 5:30pm
There will be a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center for desserts


February 17 –- Ash Wednesday – A Significant Problem  - A  meal hosted by LWML - fried chicken, mashed potatoes, green beans, dessert & tea.  

February 24- Lent 1 – Significant Action - meal hosted by church council – taco soup, cornbread, dessert & tea

March 3 - Lent 2 – Significant Questions - meal hosted by elders - BBQ, potatoes, beans, dessert & tea

March 10 - Lent 3 – Significant Teaching - meal hosted by Young at Heart - assorted soups, dessert & tea

March 17 - Lent 4 – Significant Final Appearance - meal hosted by Noon group – baked potato bar, dessert & tea

March 24 - Lent 5 – Significant Deal - meal hosted by congregation – assorted, casseroles, dessert & tea

April 1 - Holy Thursday
 
April 2 – Good Friday  

 
Dear Members of Grace,
We have just wrapped up our series on Jonah about speaking the Word of God to a Pagan world and now just several days after the Commemoration of St. Valentine on February 14th the season of Lent will begin with Ash Wednesday which falls on February 17th this year.  This year we will be focused on two different Lenten Series: one for Sunday morning and another for the Midweek Lenten Services.
On Sunday mornings we will be focused on the Words of Christ spoken from the Cross, while during the midweek services we will be focused on the Four Significant Days that lead us up to Good Friday and Easter morning.
Of course, this might have us thinking about exactly how can we speak the Word of God during this Lenten season, to so many people who question the reality and validity of God’s Word.  I know that all of you are certain of God’s Word and trust what Our Lord has to say in the Scriptures.  But, we certainly deal with people who may question its truth, or maybe even we have heard things that cause us momentary lapses in our confidence.
Archaeology doesn’t grant us faith in the Scriptures; however, we should certainly expect that it archaeology should coincide and align with what we read in the Bible, and amazingly it does.  You should be aware that there are many who might try to change timelines and re-interpret evidence for the purpose of contradicting Scripture, however, the disagreements are not with the facts, but rather the interpretation.
Archaeology used to interpret the story of Jesus as a complete fabrication, but that is no longer possible for any honest historian.  Discoveries of undisputable evidence shows that only a fool would declare Jesus a myth.  So much of what the Bible talks about has been factually confirmed, and the evidence that the lives of people where drastically changed in the name of Jesus are indisputable from the discovery of First Century churches, to the burial box of James – the brother of Jesus, even a ring with the seal of Pilate, and more.
However, the physical evidence doesn’t only confirm the New Testament.  Seal impressions (known as Bulla) have been discovered for numerous Bible characters including one for King Hezekiah and even one for Isaiah.  Dates for the destruction of Jericho are exactly where they should be (around 1400 BC) for when the Bible says the Israelites marched around the city and the walls fell.  And of course, the walls around the city are all destroyed except for one section (maybe the house of Rahab?).  Also, large storage jars still sit full of grain covered by the destruction.  This corresponds with two things the Biblical text tells us: 1) Jericho was destroyed following the harvest 2) The Israelites took no plunder from the city.
Sometimes we might wonder if the evidence of the past supports what we read, and the resounding answer is YES!  I just gave you a very small sampling of the treasure troves of archaeological evidence that continually confirms what we read in the Bible and already know to be true.

Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Keith
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                                Attention all  Ladies - 
	              Our next Bunco at Grace will be on Thursday, February 13h at 6:30pm.  Just bring a snacking food and $2.  Please invite your friends or neighbors and come for an evening of fun with your sisters in Christ.         


LO


LOOK BACK
11/29/20  Worship  92		$   4,688.00		Debt. Red.   	 $7,756.00                                    
		No S	S			$	-0-			Memorials	 $   800.00 
12/2/20  Advent Ser 42		$     330.00		Flowers	         $   367.00    
12/6/20  Worship	106 		$11,092.00		ECC			 $13,891.83  
		SS	45			$	 -0-  			Sunday Sch     $      70.00
12/9/20   Advent	44		$     520.00		Childrens Min  $    280.00    
12/13/20  Worship	98		$  8,568.00		Special Gifts    $ 3,535.00      
		SS	35			$	   3.00		Beth. Village    $    873.30  
12/16/20  Advent	52		$     456.00		Major Repairs  $10,000.00      
12/20/20  Worship    82		$  2,751.00		Confirmation    $      40.00
		SS	39			$       10.00               Food Pantry    $    400.00
12/24/20 Christmas Eve 171	$  1,889.00	  	 NEC refund     $   640.70 
12/27/20  Worship	57		$  4,855.00 		  
		No SS			$       -0-  			
1/3/21    Worship	91		$  8,988.00
		SS	34			$       11.00
1/10/21	Worship	86		$10,833.00
		SS	40			$       19.00
1/17/21    Worship 	98		$  4,224.00
		SS	31			$       -0-
1/24/21    Worship	102		$  3,836.00
		SS	52			$       17.00
  


If you would like to sign up to put flowers on the altar, please do so by placing your name beside the date.  The flower chart is located in the narthex area.  Also, if there is a special occasion, please indicate it on the chart.  PLEASE USE THE DRY ERASE PEN UNDER THE CHART TO WRITE WITH!!!!





 
We would like to thank everyone who helped put Bethlehem Village on.  From those who set up and took down the buildings to the kitchen help. God provided us with great weather this year!!!! With COVID we were not sure we were even going to be able to have the event, but with the help of everyone, we were able to have the drive thru event and it was FANTASTIC!!!  We had 850 people come thru the 3 days as we even had a Sunday afternoon.  Many people have said this is their yearly tradition to come to Bethlehem. Thank you and may God bless each of you. 
Tammy Weiser and Janet Shipman, Co-Directors


WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
        The Women’s Fellowship held their annual Christmas party and luncheon at Tammy Weiser’s home on Dec. 17th.  We had a wonderful time.  The Women’s Fellowship will meet on Thursday, February 11th at 10:00am at the church.  Please bring 3 dozen cookies.  We will prepare Valentine baskets to take to our shut ins.  We will then eat lunch out.  Then we will return and work on the garage sale.  We will also be setting up during the whole month of February for the garage sale which will be held on March 5th & 6th.   We have set individual workdays on February 11, 18 & 25th to set up and mark items for the sale. If you have a few hours anytime between now and then, come and put out items, mark and sort.  The last week of February and the first week of March we need to check daily to see what new items have come in to set out and mark.  It takes a lot of work to put this on and we need all the help we can get.   Anyone wishing to donate items for the sale can drop them off in the utility building in the back.  All proceeds go to provide items for the church which are not in the budget. 



 We would like to thank the congregation for its generous Christmas gifts presented to us on Christmas Eve and all during the Christmas season.  It is our joy and privilege to serve the people of Grace and to share in the joys, sorrows, and struggles of this congregation.  Your thoughtfulness makes our service to you all the more joyful.  God has blessed this congregation with a friendly outlook and a giving spirit.  We enjoy working with each other and with all of you to serve the Lord.   May the Lord bless you all as we love, support and work together as His people. 														With Love, Tammy and Pastor Keith 

Lutheran Witness and Portals of Prayer – 2021   
If you would like to reimburse the church if you receive either of these periodicals, the cost of them follows:  Portals of Prayer cost for the year is $9.10 and Lutheran Witness is $13.65.  If you want to reimburse the church for these, just make your check out to the church and say LW or POP in the memo.  							Tammy


CRYROOM UPDATE
We should have the new cry room completed by the end of this week!!!!  The door and window were installed this week and we will get the furnishings in there hopefully next week.  We thank everyone especially Stephen Branson for his hard work on the remodel of this room.  
TEXAS CHURCH EXTENSION FUND
  
Super Savers is an intentional and age appropriate program that teaches children ages 5 – 18 financial responsibility, stewardship, and discipleship. 
Super Starters:   Ages 5-7 
Super Stars:  Ages 8 – 11
Super Stewards:  Ages 12-18
How it works:  Every year, a Super Saver can earn special certificates as they reach savings levels annually as well as when they meet their savings goal for the year.  Plus, all Super Savers can enter quarterly contests to win prizes!  

This coming Sunday, January 31st, is CEF Sunday and we will have Raelyn Pracht from the Texas District here to talk to us about CEF.  If any of you have questions regarding your present investments in Church Extension Fund, or would like to become a new investor, please contact Chuck or Carolynn Mueller at 361-564-2068.


Thank you so much for the sympathy cards and kind words expressed at the unexpected passing of our nephew and my dad’s grandson, Is Birnbaum.  God’s plan certainly is not our plan, but we are comforted to know he is with the Lord and our Cory because of his faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
						Love, Gus & Cheryl Kroos & family 
						Isdell Birnbaum


		LWML Bake Sale
The Guild is sponsoring a bake sale on Sunday, February 14th.  If any of the ladies would like to help donate homemade goodies, we would appreciate it. Just bring the items the morning of the sale.  All items for the sale are donated, and a free will offering is taken at the sale.  The proceeds of this sale will go to the church food pantry.   Thank you for supporting the LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League).

YOUNG AT HEART GROUP
	The Young at Heart Group continues not to meet due to COVID.  Hopefully, we will be able to resume soon.  We will keep everyone updated.   


THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
If you are a Thrivent member, please remember to designate your Choice Dollars.  You may choose Grace Lutheran as the recipient of your dollars if you wish.  The deadline is March 31st.


IN OUR PRAYERS:

                PRAYER LIST FOR JANUARY 26, 2021
1.  Protection for our troops overseas.
2.  Thanks to God for all His many blessings. 
3.  Continue to pray for protection for Ex President Trump and guidance for our nation. 
4.  Continued healing, strength, and comfort for Cole Ohrt.      
5.  Pray for continued healing and strength for Mac and Alice McKenzie.    
6.  Comfort for the family of Jay Yenawine, Pam Matthy’s brother, as he was called home. 
7.  Continued prayer for healing for August Hempel following colon surgery.     e is hHe 
8.  Thanking the Lord for guidance for us as we proceed with an Early Childhood Center.     
9.  Continued healing and strength of pain for Billie Truesdell.  She is home and is recovering from surgery.       
10.  Continued healing and strength for Sheila Branson as she battles her cancer.     
11.  Continued healing for Jennifer Poncik.
12.  Pray for our Nation that God would settle all the unrest.
13.  Pray that God will heal everyone with COVID and that He would make this virus go away.  
14. Continued prayers for strength & healing for Lorene Zieschang.    
15.  Continued healing for Stanley Zieschang following his hip surgery.     
16.  Pray for those seeking work and give them peace when facing the uncertainties they are facing.   
17. Continued healing for Pastor Terry Coday. 
18.  Continue to pray for strength and healing for Britany Tomas, Megan Jank’s sister, who is expecting a baby girl and dealing with cancer.   
19.  Pray that God would heal our nation from the pandemic as well as from the hostility, distrust, and divisiveness that has infected our people.  Pray for our government and healing for our country.   
20.  Complete healing for Mike Davis as he recovers from covid, friend of Beckers. 
21.  Peace, healing and comfort for Mark Weinberg as he deals with AFIB.  Guidance for the doctors as he provides treatment.  Blessings also on his birthday. 
22.  Pray for good test results for Janet Shipman as she has a lung biopsy done in Houston on Tuesday. 
23.  Prayers of comfort and peace for the family of Johnnie Ressman as he was called to his heavenly home this week, Karen Hempel’s uncle. 
     






ANNUAL GARAGE SALE
It is time for our annual garage sale.  The date is March 5th & 6th, Friday and Saturday.  You can start bringing your items now.  Just bring them to the BBQ building. Each year the Women’s Fellowship sponsors this event and all the proceeds go to purchase items needed for the church. We have scheduled work days on Feb. 11th, 18th & Feb. 25th to sort and mark items.  If you can come anytime and give just a few hours during the week, we would appreciate the help.  In the past, we have bought the lift that is used all around the church to change light bulbs, hang Christmas lights and to change out the banners.  We have purchased video equipment, the white 6 & 8 foot tables for our dinners, new computers, new doorbell for the office and ice machine. We appreciate your support.  Clean out those closets and bring your items!!!!
            
MISSING ITEMS
We have several items missing from the church.  If you have borrowed the portable PA system which is like the one pictured here, please return it to the office.  We are also missing a key board that was located in the SS room number 102.  There was also an amplifier in the confirmation room that has been misplaced.  If you have borrowed any of these items, please return them.  You may leave them outside the office door.  Thank you!







LWML GRACE LADIES GUILD
    The LWML met in January and cleaned the Christmas Eve candles.  The Guild is in charge of the Ash Wednesday meal on Wednesday, Feb. 17th.   Plan to be there early to prepare to serve the meal.  The meal will be served at 5:30pm.  Sign-up sheets will be at the Welcome Center for desserts.  The Guild will provide fried chicken, mashed potatoes, green beans and bread.  It was decided that we will have a Bake Sale on Sunday, February 14th.   The proceeds will go toward the church Food Pantry.
Again this year the Guild will assemble personal care kits for the Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Ingathering.  We would appreciate your help in donating a personal care kit, one or more items for a health kit or a monetary donation would be greatly appreciated.  A drop box can be found near the Welcome Center for these donated items.     



A Personal Care Kit includes:
1 Bath size towel (app. 52” x 27”)  
2 bath size bars (4-5oz) soap      
1 Adult size toothbrush in its org. pkg. 
1 sturdy comb, remove packaging
1 metal nail clippers, remove packaging	











Theresia Angelina Tucker 
November 19, 1947  November 27, 2020




VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 21 – 25, 2020

Oh how time has flown!!!  VBS 2021 is approaching fast!  We hope to be able to have VBS, but we will have to wait a little longer to make the decision.  

Please let Angie Truax know if you can and would like to help.  Latruax92@gmail  or 361-550-7619


                                               Our next Bunco at Grace will be on Thursday, February 11th at 6:30pm.  Just bring a snacking food and $2.  Please invite your friends or neighbors and come for an evening of fun with your sisters in Christ.    


Regular Scheduled Voter’s Meeting
Sunday, March 21, 2021
10:30am
We will have a brunch before the meeting.  We will need servers.  Please contact Tammy.  






Greetings GLC Members,
What an interesting year 2020 was, and that's just it...it WAS. It's in the past, and we have a lot to be thankful for and look forward to.
 	December was very busy, as usual, for the church. There was no newsletter so I have been hoarding things I wanted to bring to your attention:
1. Incident Report – 2 members of the safety team responded to an incident at the church during the SS hour on December 13th. A middle-aged man approached the church and tried to enter through the front doors by the women's bathroom. Since the doors were locked, he walked to the main entrance where he was greeted cheerfully by two members of the safety team. He had a plausible, yet un-likely, situation, but the point was he needed money for gas. The safety team members walked with him back to his car and sent him on his way with a $10 bill. If you have any questions or would like to discuss this further, please ask me anytime.
2. GLC Safety Team BBQ – We are planning a fundraising event for this year. We have lots of ideas and are talking through logistics and options. We'll be sharing them with you all, and will probably need some help along the way. Once we've decided on the details, we'll share them with you all.
3. Training – We've scheduled a qualification/re-qualification and training class on March 3, 2021. We are putting this training together ourselves and Charlie Goble (retired DPS officer and firearms instructor) will be our instructor for the training. The training will be 8 hrs, and due to the circumstances with ammunition, we'll spend some time on scenarios and team-building activities. If anyone would like to help by donating lunch for 12-16 men, please reach out to me anytime. We also have 1 new recruit that will be joining us, and are thankful to welcome him and anyone interested in being on the team.
4. Licensed to Carry – LTC – I spoke with one of the instructors Morgan Martin of Silverback 360. They are offering the LTC course in Victoria pretty often and can take up to 20 students at a time. I do not know anyone who has taken the course from them so I don't have a personal recommendation. Morgan seemed very humble and willing to work with beginners that don't have experience with firearms. He works at The Armory and offered to work personally with any GLC affiliated people on handgun selection and fit. If you are interested, please talk to me or stop by The Armory and ask for Morgan.
Thank you all for your support. We need your feedback and opinions if you are willing to share them. The best case scenario is for us to be over-prepared for the situations we will face. I pray that is the reality.
Blessed regards,  
GLC Safety Team
Layne Fuller: 361-212-8854
layne.fuller@outlook.com
 


Lenten Sunday Series presented through the eyes of
· The Paralytic
· The Rich Young Ruler
· John the Beloved
· Martha
· Matthew
· The Disciples and the Donkey
· The Adulteress

Midweek Lenten Series –
Four Significant Days in Holy week lead us to:
· A Significant Problem
· Significant Action
· Significant Questions
· Significant Teaching
· Significant Final Appearance
· Significant Deal

Pastor’s Sunday Morning Bible Class - Over the month of February we will be studying
Life Lessons:
A study in Biblical Concepts about life designed to enable each Christian to proclaim the Good News that Jesus became incarnate (in flesh made) for the salvation of EVERY human being and release ALL creation from sin, death, and Satan!


GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL – 2021
PRESIDENT		Harvey Spies				578-6658 home
			101 Hillcreek77905			649-3524 cell
VICE PRESIDENT	Bill Matthys				277-9117 home
			713 Third St 	                           	799-9465 cell
William.matthys@sbcglobal.net    Cuero, TX  77954				
SECRETARY	Tammy Weiser			 578-9143 home
			197 McAdams Rd. S., Goliad 77963  573-2232 work
weisertr@sbcglobal.net         		 550-3285 cell	
TREASURER	Clinton Shipman				
			204 Hickory  77904			 652-1651 cell
Jrshipman_77904@yahoo.com
FINANCIAL 		Dotty Koetter				 
SECRETARY	307 Tracy Lane, 77904		 550-3948 cell
dotski@suddenlink.net
HEAD ELDER	Eddie Miller				 571-0507 cell
			309 Wood Bridge 77904			
Donnarmiller36@gmail.com					 
HEAD TRUSTEE	  Stephen Branson				
stephen.branson1965@gmail.net 
2363 Levi Sloan Rd.  77904	  	676-1910 cell	
BOARD OF EDUCATION	Karl Koch			570-3583   home
			   201 Westbrook  77904	           412-7798   cell
sk-koch@suddenlink.net
BOARD  OF EVANGELISM  
PASTOR                 	   Rev. Keith Aschenbeck	        	979-716-9910 cell
			   109 Biltmore  77904	
Revkeith99@gmail.com
ELDERS FOR GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  – 2021
1.  Glenn Becker						
      105 Bramble Bush, 77904				564-0964 cell
Grbecker53@gmail.com
2.  Ken Epley								
      248 Post Oak Bend, Inez 77968				
kldjepley@yahoo.com 					648-1443 cell
3.  Layne Fuller						277-1311 home
     7123 FM 234 S., Edna 77954			212-8854 cell
Laf7193@yahoo.com
4.  Darrell Hempel					649-6961 cell
	6619 Hanselman Rd., 77905	
hempel.susan@yahoo.com  		
5.  David Hempel						
     1076 Fordcye Rd. 77905				571-0119 cell
david.hempel@yahoo.com
6.  Eddie Miller							
309 Wood Bridge, 77904				571-0507 cell
donnarmiller36@gmail.com
7.  Paul Teinert						550-9002 cell
     209 Fenway, 77904					578-2733 work 
supateinert@yahoo.com
8.  Stanley Zieschang					576-5556 home
     706 Queenswood Trail, 77901			935-7773 Cell 
zieschang_stanley_G@cat.com

				
EARLY CHILDHOOD UPDATE
     What a great beginning!!!!  We are already at $57,348.83 of our goal of $100,000 to begin our Early Childhood Center at Grace Lutheran Church!  We have received a list of proposed names for the center and we will be voting on this at the March voter’s meeting.  Below is the list:
PROPOSED NAMES FOR GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH’S EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

4

20

Joyful Noise ECC

Christian Community

Amazing Grace Early Childhood Center

Graceful Tots ECC

Graceful Blessings

Blessed Friends (“Blest”)

TLOM (This Light of Mine)

“Lighthouse” or “Embers”

Jesus

Jesus’ Own Youth (JOY)

The God Center

Graceful Little Lambs ECC

Grace’s Little Lambs Early Childhood 
Center

Little Lambs Early Childhood Center

Grace’s Little Lambs ECC

Grace Early Childhood Center

Grace Christian Early Childhood Learning Center

Grace ECC

Infinite or Infinity Early Childhood Center

Childhood Development Center
     As we now have 2 separate checking accounts (one for Grace Lutheran Church & one for ECC), the financial secretary would appreciate you writing a separate check when making a donation to ECC.  Thank you for your help in this matter. 
v   v   v   v   v   v











































































Happy Valentine’s Day!!!!
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