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    We invite you to celebrate the Advent and Christmas Season 
at 
Grace Lutheran Church
9806 NE Zac Lentz Parkway





1st Sunday in Advent Service – November 29th, 9:10am

Wednesday Advent Services – Dec. 2, 9, & 16th - 7:00pm
	
Setting up for Bethlehem Village 9:00AM		December 5 and after church on December 6th if not finished

Bethlehem Village Rehearsal  - 6:00pm, Thurs. Dec. 10th

Bethlehem Village – Fri. & Sat., Dec. 11th & 12th, 6pm – 8pm
And Sunday, Dec. 13th from 2-4pm

Bethlehem Village take down – Sunday, Dec. 13th following Bethlehem & 20th following church

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – Thursday 6:00pm	December 24
	There will be no Christmas Day Service
Dear Family of Grace Lutheran,
The year 2020 has been a crazy time.  Regardless of political or social ideology this is a fact everyone agrees upon.  Crazy times in history are not new.  There have been earthquakes, famines, disease, wars and more that have altered the course of history and left people feeling beaten and bewildered.  “There is nothing new under the sun.” (cf. Ecclesiastes)
So… what are we to make of all this craziness?  What does it mean for us today and tomorrow?
A really neat story in the Old Testament is told in the book of Esther.  It’s a short easy read and tells of a time when the Jews were in exile under the rule of a Persian King.  A beautiful young Jewish girl by the name of Esther was gathered up to be presented to the king.  Esther won the heart of the King and was made queen.  During this time a plot was made by some in the King’s court to destroy the Jews.  Esther was in a unique yet tenuous position to be able to intervene.  Esther’s adopted father, Mordecai, encourages her to speak up in defense of the Jews saying, “who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this!” (Esther 4:14b).
“Who knows?”  It is an important question asked multiple times throughout Scripture, and today by people all over this nation. It has great prominence in the book of Jonah.  In Jonah the question is one where the King of Nineveh speaks of repentance and throwing oneself on the mercy and pity of God.  “Who knows? God may relent?” (cf. Jonah 3:9) The reality though is that WE KNOW!  We know God is “slow to anger, abounding in mercy, relenting of sending calamity.” (cf. Jonah 4:2)  We know He has created us specifically for this very time. “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
Not only is God slow to anger and abounding in mercy for us, He sent Jesus to die for every single person!  And today, tomorrow, and in the coming years God has made us witnesses (one who gives testimony), as His workmanship, to do what He has called us to do and prepared for us to do.  He certainly has placed us in 2020, and in a few weeks, we will be in 2021.
Who knows what God has in mind?  WE DO!  He placed us here so that as we go we would be discipling all nations by baptizing them in the name of the Lord, and teaching them to obey everything He has commanded.  Regardless of good time or bad, riches or poverty, sickness or health God has given us the plan!  WE KNOW!
His plans are not our plans and His ways are not our ways!  He has chosen this small congregation of sinners to reach out into our community that He would transform us and the people we live among that one day we would all reside in the eternity prepared for us before the beginning of the world!
God does have a plan to use you in the assembly of His saints through the use of your time, talent, and treasure!  God has a plan to use the Early Childhood Center to touch hearts and minds.  The hearts and minds touched will not only be those of little children and their families.  God is doing this in our midst, which means He also intends to change us, just as He does every day through the blessed Gospel.  THIS WE KNOW!


Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Keith
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Attention all  Ladies - 
	                                              We will not have Bunco at Grace during the month of December due to all the holiday schedules.  We will resume on January14, 2021.  We invite all ladies of the congregation and bring a friend.  We look forward to seeing everyone in January.       
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LOOK BACK
11/1/20  Worship  	122		$11,436.00	Debt. Red.	$1,667.00                              
		SS   	38			$         2.50  	Memorials	$   125.00
11/8/20    Worship    104		$  7,943.00	Sunday School$     39.03     
		SS  	32	       		$ 	-0-	      	ECC			$6,487.00        
11/15/20  Worship  	 100		$  3,971.00  		       
		SS  	16			$       36.53
11/22/20  Worship      88		$not counted
	        SS	22			$not counted
  We have received bulletins in the church office from St. Paul Lutheran Church in Bishop, Texas.  	






We encourage everyone who can give blood to go to the Blood bank and give.  With the pandemic, they are extremely low.
w   w   w   w   w   w  
 			    	                           	
         WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
        The Women’s Fellowship will have our annual Christmas party on Thursday, December 17th.  We will meet at the church at 10:00am and then carpool to Tammy Weiser’s home.  Bring a brunch snacking item and a $15 gift for our gift exchange.  Any ladies of the congregation are invited to join us for fun Christian fellowship!!!   There will not be a meeting in January. 



YOUNG AT HEART
	The Young at Heart group continues not to meet until the virus is more controlled.  We miss everyone and look forward to a time when we can resume meeting for cards and dominoes. 
   G  G  G  G  G  G  G  G  
COTTAGE BIBLE STUDY
      Pastor Keith’s Tuesday morning Ladies Bible Study will resume on Tuesday, Jan. 12th  at 9:30am.  All ladies of the church are invited to attend.  

           IN OUR PRAYERS:  
PRAYER LIST FOR NOVEMBER 24, 2020
1.  Protection for our troops overseas.
2.  Thanks to God for all His many blessings. 
3.  Pray for protection for President Trump and guidance for our nation. 
4.  Pray for continued healing for Floyd Wuensche as he is still hospitalized with COVID.  Please lift his spirits and pray for his wife, Doris as she is quarantined and cannot be with him.  
5. Continued healing, strength, and comfort for Cole Ohrt.      
6.  Continued healing and strength for Mac and Alice McKenzie.            
7.  Continued prayer for healing for August Hempel.     e is hHe 
8.  Thanking the Lord for guidance for us as we proceed with an Early Childhood Center for Grace Lutheran.  Asking for God’s continued guidance as we move forward.     
9.  Healing and relief of pain for Billie Truesdell after a fall.     
10.  Continued healing and strength for Sheila Branson as she battles her cancer.     
11.  Continued healing for Jennifer Poncik as she ends her radiation treatments.
12.  Pray for our Nation that God would settle all the unrest.
13.  Pray that God will heal everyone with COVID and that He would make this virus go away.  
14. Continued prayers for strength & healing and increased mobility in her hip for Lorene Zieschang.    
15.  Comfort for the David Weaver family as they deal with his tragic death.  
16.  Pray for those seeking work and give them peace when facing the uncertainties they are facing.   
17. Healing for Darrell Blohm, Truesdell’s son-in-law with possible bone marrow transplant.    
18.  Continued healing for Pastor Terry Coday. 
19.  Blessings on the birth of Aiden Lawrence Grossman, David & Karen Hempel’s great nephew.  Prayers for his health to be restored so he can go home.    
21. Continued strength and healing for Britany Tomas,  Megan Jank’s sister, who is expecting a baby girl.  Ask for guidance on decisions for her cancer treatment and healing.  
23.  Continued healing for Bobby Garcia, Tammy Weiser’s friend. 
24.  Healing for Riley Wuensche, 15 year old grand daughter of the Wuensches who is in ICU in Houston with COVID. 
25.  Healing and good test results for Ed Gingrich as he had fluid drained from his lungs and is waiting test results.  Also pray for his wife, Maggie as she takes care of him to give her strength. 
26.  Healing for Suzette Kohler, Bill & Pam Matthy’s niece, from liver transplant. 
27.  Healing for Art Sukman, friend of Linda Moores, who had emergency surgery in Houston. 
28.  Healing & successful treatments for Jay Yenawine, Pam Matthy’s brother, and safety for family & friends driving him to Houston.  
28.  Pray for all area schools closed due to COVID and pray the students and teachers can return soon. 
29.  Healing and relief of pain for Terry Tucker who fell off her porch and is hospitalized with multiple broken ribs, broken clavicle and bruised lungs.  
  


Thank You and Merry Christmas!
      With Thanksgiving almost over and all the Christmas events rapidly approaching, I as your office manager and secretary take stock in all the wonderful people at Grace who volunteer their time and energy to make the ministry of our church possible.  You are all truly a blessing to me and to my family and I give thanks for the privilege of working with you.  I especially thank God for keeping us safe thru this 2020 year of COVID and pray that he continues to keep us safe and that this virus will go away soon.  It has been a year of turmoil with this virus but also of learning as we took a leap of faith sharing our worship services online.   We are reaching many people, even in other states.  Yes, we have had our hiccups but we continue to strive to get it all worked out and appreciate your patience as we learn a whole new way of bringing the Word of  Christ to people thru the internet.  I look forward to Christmas and recognize that all of us are truly valued and loved by God.  All the gifts we share during the year are just a pale reflection of the greatest gift of all – Our Savior, Jesus Christ.  His gift is truly the gift that keeps on giving.  He gives us forgiveness now and hope for the future.  
	So I wish that all of you would have a blessed Christmas and New Year in the Lord.     
Your Servant in Christ,
Tammy 








Grace Lutheran Ladies Guild (LWML)

	The LWML monthly meeting was November 18th.  Pam Matthys was our hostess.  We had a business meeting and then put visitor bags together. 
	We will decorate the Chrismon and Angel Trees on Tuesday, December 1st at 1:00pm.  Our Christmas Party and Secret Prayer Partner Gift  Exchange will be held on Tuesday, December 8th beginning at 6:00pm.  All ladies attending are asked to bring a snack food for refreshments and your prayer partner gift and your brown bag with a small gift in the bag to draw for your new 2021 Prayer Partner.  If you would like to become a Prayer Partner for 2021, please contact Dotty Koetter at 361-578-5023 or Tammy Weiser at 361-573-2232.  
	The next meeting is Wednesday, January 20, 2021 at 3:00pm.
  
Bethlehem Village Drive Thru
Coming to Grace on Dec. 11th & 12th from 6 -8pm and Sunday, Dec. 13th from 2-4pm.  

Bethlehem Village preparations are coming along wonderfully.    If you have not picked up your costume, please do so ASAP.  They are in Rm 102.  Please invite your neighbors and friends:
           This year we will change the way Bethlehem is toured.  People will remain in their cars and will enter on Briggs Blvd.  They will stop at the covered area and pick up a brochure, tune to a radio station and will hear a narrative as they proceed to drive thru the parking lot.  All the buildings will be set up around the grassy areas.  It will end with a live nativity.  There are no speaking parts this year.  We still need some participants so please check with Tammy or Janet.  We will have a short rehearsal on Thursday, Dec. 10th at 6:00pm for a run thru of the radio frequency.  We need help on Saturday, Dec. 5th to put up all the buildings.  Please let us know if you will be able to help.  All booths need to be finalized with only last minute things to come out on Friday night.  
		Bring your family and friends to see and hear the true message of Christmas!
BETHLEHEM SETUP
We will set up and start decorating the buildings for Bethlehem Village on Saturday, December 5th at 9:00am.  We need men and women to help set up.  We will finish setting up after church on Sunday if needed.
Following Bethlehem Village on Sunday, December 13th, we will take down what we can and will finish on Sunday, Dec. 20th if needed.  Please plan to help us with the clean up also.    Please mark your calendars!!!!

Texas Church Extension Fund
You are ESSENTIAL to Kingdom Building.  
Invest – CEF offers investments to fit everyone; individuals, congregations, and kids too!
INVESTMENTS FOR INDIVIDUALS
Flex Savings, Rainy Day Fund, Fixed Rate & Floating Rate term notes, Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA).
KIDS CAN SAVE TOO
KIDS Stamps, Super Savers
INVESTMENTS FOR CONGREGATIONS
Congregation Savings, Building Fund
Please review our various investments and current interest rates and decide for yourself which one is right for you.  Contact Chuck or Carolynn Mueller to answer any questions you may have at 361-564-2068. 
Interest rates for December & January will be posted in the bulletin as soon as they become available. 


DONATED EYE GLASSES
If you have any old eye glasses laying around and would like to donate them, Tammy has a box in the office that you can drop off your donated glasses in.  The Boulevard Lions Club will pick them up and distribute them to countries that cannot afford glasses. 

Dear Fellow members of Grace, 
      The name Terry Coday has appeared on the newsletter prayer list for over a year now.  Most of you are justifiably wondering, “Who is this person.”  Shortly after my wife Mary Jo and I moved from Austin to Port Lavaca, we found Grace.  Our first attendance at a worship service was on the same Sunday as our new pastor led his first service at his new church.   Shortly after that, MaryJo and I became members of Grace; however, in over a year, we have attended worship services only a total of 5 times!  Why?  Because Terry’s body decided to go wacko; hip replacement, followed by a heart attack, then pace maker implant, kidney failure was next, then bladder shutdown, followed by Covid.  In over a year, I have spent more time in hospitals and recovery centers than at home.  I just got out of a 108 day hospital/recovery stay – because of Covid, no visitors allowed.  I’m in the process of learning how to walk again, and my breathing (COPD) has deteriorated, but I am making progress.  MaryJo has her own health issues:  she has Crones and, because so much of her intestines have been surgically removed, she cannot draw nutrients from food, so she is a TPN patient (fed intravenously). She also has 24-7 abdominal pain which she takes very strong pain meds to control.  In spite of our health issues, Jo and I both have strong hope (God has done a pretty good job of taking care of us for 70 plus years); and we are thankful for the few people from church who have contacted us, especially Pastor Keith who visited me several times when I was hospitalized.  God’s blessings to all the members of Grace!  And I pray that we will be able to join you in worship again soon.  Amen.
Pastor Terry Coday & wife Mary Jo
281 Sunrise Ave. 
Port Lavaca, Texas  77979



HEY KIDS!!! REMEMBER TO SIGN UP FOR “THE BOX”.  There is a sign up sheet at the Welcome Center for you to sign up to bring an item to put in the box for children’s message.  Pastor does have a few rules – nothing alive and nothing dead or recently dead.  There are plenty of dates open till the end of the year.  
i   i   i   i   i   i   i
FOOD PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED  
    With the holidays approaching, the food pantry here at Grace has been used quite often.  We are in need of paper goods, canned meats (tuna, chicken, Vienna sausages, & spam), peanut butter & jelly, crackers, ramen noodles, and cereals.  If you can maybe go thru your pantry and see what you could donate, we would certainly appreciate it.  This is an outreach to those who come to the church looking for assistance. 
U   U   U   U   U   U   U

July 23, 1958
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My First Christmas in Heaven

I see the countless Christmas trees around the world below
With tiny lights like Heaven’s stairs, reflecting on the snow.

The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away the tear 
For I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year. 

I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear
But the sounds of music can’t compare with the Christmas choir up here. 

I have no words to tell you, the joy their voices bring,
For it is beyond description, to hear the angels sing. 

I know how much you miss me, I see the pain inside your heart.  But I am not so far away, We really aren’t apart. 

So be happy for me, dear ones, You know I hold you dear. 
And be glad I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year. 

I sent you each a special gift, from my heavenly home above,
I sent you each a memory of my undying love. 

After all love is a gift more precious than pure gold.  It was always most important in the stories Jesus told. 

Please love and keep each other, as my Father said to do. 
For I can’t count the blessing or love he has for each of you.  

So have a Merry Christmas and wipe away that tear. 
Remember, I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year. 								Daily Blessings  
AMAZON SMILE

Do you shop Amazon?  Did you know Amazon will donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to our Church – no fees, no extra cost to you?
The Program is:  Amazon Smile
The easiest way to start is by going to our church website:www.gracelutheran-tx.org  and click on the box that says Support Grace Lutheran Church- Go to smile.amazon.com
Bookmark this page and come here every time you shop Amazon.  You see all the same items at the same price, but Amazon donates to our Church.  
What could be easier?  If you need help just talk to Kim Froehlich at 361-277-3047 or see her at church.
C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C
Thank you so much for all of the bulletin printing and the luncheon food.  It was delicious!
       Sarah, Justin, Mildred 
            and family of David Weaver 

q   q   q   q   q   q   q









      Order your Christmas 
	Poinsettias now for the
	Christmas Eve service. 
	
	 If you would like to put a Christmas Poinsettia on the altar for the Christmas Eve service, please sign up below.  We will place the order on Monday, December 13th.  The cost of each plant is $8.00.  You may do this in memory of someone or in Thanksgiving to God.  Please fill out the form below and put in the offering plate.  You may also pay for your plant by marking it flowers and putting it in the offering plate.  You may pick your plant up after the Christmas Eve service. 

How Many __________________________________________________         

By __________________________________________________

Special Meaning __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 
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