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What a joy to have you with us this day! If you are new to a “Lutheran”
experience, then what you will find here at Grace is a worship service that is
rooted in the historical practice of the church that also seeks to weave in the
fabric of current Biblical expressions of faith. We are a “Confessional Church”,
meaning we bear witness that the Bible is the true Word of God given to
humanity in which He proclaims his love and forgiveness for this fallen world.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Christ demonstrated His
love for us in this that while we are yet still sinners He died for us! Living in
the joy of the cross we gather together to receive His gifts, build each other
up in love, and give witness to the Light of the world.

Nursery

If you have need, there is a Nursery (as you face the altar it
is to the left) where you can care for your infant/child. A TV
is mounted on the wall so that you won’t have to miss any of
the service. The nursery is furnished with changing table,
cribs, rockers and a bathroom.

Check out the kitchen on Sunday mornings
and pick up a snack! Coffee, Juice, Milk, Fruit,
Kolaches, Donuts, and more are available.

Coffee &
Donuts

Please sign the guest register or fill out the visitor card found in
the pocket of the seat in front of you! We are grateful you are with
us today and invite you to join us in living out the love of Christ to
one another and the world around us!
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AS WE GATHER
The ways in which the people in the Bible reacted to Jesus give us insight into our
own reactions to the Christ. Even with all the signs and wonders that Jesus
performed people still struggled to believe and to follow Him. Every week we see
the miracle of Jesus at work as sins are absolved and His people are fed with His
body and blood. And yet, we still often struggle to fathom just how deep and wide
the love of God really is. Let us hear the voice of God today as it thunders in our
presence that we truly are His chosen and precious possessions equipped to live
the life He has given.
HYMN

Abide With Me

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
Psalm 1:1–3; 96:12–13; Isaiah 61:1, 3
P Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the Lord.
C He is like a tree planted by streams of water.
P The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor; . . .
C that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord.
P Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord,
C for He comes, for He comes to judge the earth.
RESPONSORY
Isaiah 11:1, 10; 1 Peter 2:24
P There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a Branch from his
roots shall bear fruit.
C Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to
sin and live to righteousness.
P In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—
of Him shall the nations inquire, and His resting place shall be glorious.
C Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to
sin and live to righteousness.
P There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a Branch from his
roots shall bear fruit.
C Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to
sin and live to righteousness.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Psalm 80:19; Isaiah 61:1, 3
P Let us confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father.
C Heavenly Father, we confess that we are bound to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have “eaten forbidden fruit” in our thoughts, words, and
3

P

C

deeds. We have not produced spiritual fruit in keeping with the new life
You have won for us. For the sake of Jesus’ sacrifice on the tree of the
cross, grant us Your forgiveness. Restore us, O Lord God of hosts! Let
Your face shine, that we may be saved! Amen.
After His triumph over Satan’s temptations in the wilderness, Jesus went to the
synagogue in Nazareth and announced that the prophecy of Isaiah was being
fulfilled in Him. The prophet had written, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,
because the Lord has anointed Me . . . to grant to those who mourn in Zion . . .
a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.”
As a called and ordained servant of Christ I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Thanks be to God.

FIRST READING
John 12:20–36
20
Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21So
these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we
wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told
Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life
loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26If
anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be
also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 27“Now is my soul troubled.
And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have
come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that stood there and heard it
said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment of
this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32And I, when I am lifted up
from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show by what kind of
death he was going to die. 34So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the
Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be
lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35So Jesus said to them, “The light is among
you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake
you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 36While
you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” When
Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them.
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O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN

As the Deer

SERMON
HYMN

Give Thanks
Psalm 96:8–9

P
C
P
C

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name;
bring an offering, and come into His courts!
Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness;
tremble before Him, all the earth!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the Church here and around the world, and for people
everywhere in their various needs.
For everyone weighed down by their bondage to sin and an inability to stop
sinning by thought, word, and deed, let us pray to the Lord.
C For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly
Father, open their ears to hear the Gospel anew; free them to live before
You in Your kingdom.
P For everyone who has fallen prey to society’s distorted morality, let us pray to
the Lord.
C For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly
Father, surround them with faithful and caring members of the Body of
Christ; call them back in repentance and hope.
P For those who keep the peace at home or are deployed abroad, for those who
provide care and guidance in relationships, finances, and health, and for those
who respond to natural disasters and crises of various sorts, let us pray to the
Lord.
C For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly
Father, accompany them with Your Holy Spirit; protect them from harm,
and give them wisdom in all circumstances.
P For ourselves and the Church around the world as we seek to produce true
spiritual fruit, let us pray to the Lord.
C For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly
Father, assure us that we are Your pleasant planting; forgive our errors
and send us to serve in faithfulness and love.
P These and any other things You would have us ask, heavenly Father, grant to
us for the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
COLLECT FOR SUNDAY
P Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and
provide for all our needs of body and soul.
C Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience;
P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICTION
P The blessing of God Almighty—who created you, forgave all your sins, and
strengthens you for service in His kingdom—be upon you now and forever.
C Amen.
DISMISSAL
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
HYMN

I Will Not Be Afraid

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2019
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from
the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing
House.
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THIS WEEK AT HIS WORD

NEXT SUNDAY
We will again have the service for Sunday
online. We were hoping to have a parking lot service, but
have not been able to get things worked out just yet.


Coronavirus 19
At this time, we will have a live stream service
through Facebook. You can go to our web site –
www.gracelutheran-tx.org
and see the live
stream. We also are having bible class on Sunday
morning by going to Zoom.com and entering the
meeting ID – 8303391291. If you do not have
Zoom, you will be prompted to download and
install. We are here for spiritual uplifting and we
pray to God that this pandemic will pass quickly
and we can all get back to a normal life.
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Remember to sign up for the box!!!! If you have
signed up for the box for children’s message, you
may if you wish continue to put an item in the box
during the week. Please contact the church office
and let them know if you plan to have an item in the
box.
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